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Kristus piedzimSanas svétkos un Jauna 2016.
gada ieejot.

Klusa nakts, svéta nakts! Visi dus; nomoda Vel ir
Jazeps un Marija,
Katt Davida pilséta Jezus silite dus, Jezus silite
dus.

Reiz Svétvakara dievkalpojuma programma bija
ieviesusies klida. Milotas Klusa nakts dziesmas
pirma panta, semikols bija nepareiza vieta. [znaca
ta, Visi dus nomoda; vél ir Jazeps un Marija Kiitt
Davida pilséta. Par to domaju Sodien, novembra
vidi, rakstot Sos vardus. Pasaulé ir tik daudz, kam
lemts dusét nomoda. Nekad nav bijis tik daudz
béglu un neskaitamu cilvéku, kas dzivo séras,
nezina, ripé€s par nakotni un tadas bailés, ka nevar
doties 1sta miega. Tie dus nomoda. Gataviba,
steiga begt, vai doties paliga cietgjiem.

Tiesi tada pasaulé piedzima Dieva Déls, kas dzimis
par katru, kuram Vins davina sevi. “Redzi, es jums
pasludinu lielu prieku, jo jums Sodien Pestitajs
dzimis, Davida pilséta, kas ir Kristus, tas

Kungs!” (Lk. 2: 10). Kads stavéja nomoda par
pasauli toreiz un vél tagad. Tas ir tas Kungs, kas
nesnauz un negul. Nekad.

Pat tad, kad beidzot iemiegam, Dievs ir klat.
Matejs liecina, kad Jazeps gul, vin$ sapni sanem
bridinajumu, ka gimenei jabég. Ta ka to redzam

zZim&juma, ko san€mu no draudzes locekles, kurai
nesen palika ‘tikai’ 95 gadi. Vina zZim& un glezno
sava apriipes majas istabina. Gara muza cela daudz
piedzivots - b&glu gaitas, negulétas naktis, laiks,
kad Dievs sargaja. Tade] vinas glezna nakts tumsu
un pasaules launumu ietver Dieva gaisma un Svéta
Gara klatbiitne - miera balodis dodas 1idzi
celiniekiem. Jazeps un Marija vélreiz ir nodoma un
Kristus Bérns vairs nedus silite, bet mates rokas.
Un pari vigiem visiem ir nomoda Tas, kas nesnauz
un negul]. Nekad.

LELBAL prezidija, virsvaldes un sava varda no
sirds novélu Dieva milestibas svétitus, skaistus,
ceribas un miera pilnus Ziemsvétkus! Tadus, kuros
jusu nakts mieru iztrauc€tu vienigi be&rnu un
mazbérnu nespé€ja gulét, jo viniem ir tik liels prieks
un sajisma! Katra draudzg, gimeng, Latvija un
arpus tas, lai Kristus piedzimSanas svétki rada
mums tadu milestibu, ka gribam kliit par tadiem,
kas gatavi sargat, gadat, ltigt un dot, citiem vairojot
patiesu mieru, prieku, iesp&ju dusét bez bailem.
Visvarenais Dievs lai svétt 2016. gadu. Vigs lai
svett Latviju, katru zemi, Baznicu. Vins lai dod, ka
katra nakts 2016. gada biitu klusa, svéta un katra
diena Vina sargata, Vina Zelastibas un jaunu
uzdevumu pilna!

Kristus milestiba un pateiciba par katru no jums!
Archibiskape Lauma



MACITAJAS SVEICIENS

“Ka biis man tevi sanemt,
Ak Kungs, pilns godibas?” *

“Saliec rocinas kopa un veido tadu siliti, kura vari
sanemt Kristus miesas.”

Ar $adu noradijumu sastapos pirms vairakiem
gadiem, kad sakam gatavot b&rnus Svétam
Vakarédienam. Kops ta laika, kad laudis
nometusies celos pie altara, vai Sidrabeng, kur
mesties celos nav iesp&jams, Sis salidzinajums nak
prata. Ja, tik tieSam, - Kristu var reali piedzivot,
Kristus ir tevi, dzivais Kristus mis vieno. Katrs,
kurs izstiepj rokas pretim atzist, ka vélas biit
vienots ar vinu.

Tas jau ir miisu fokuss Ziemsvétku laikam, vai ka
dziesmu lapinas rakstam: “Kristus PiedzimSanas
svetkos”. Kad gatavojamies Ziemsvétkiem, un
svetku vakara poSamies un satraukuma pilni
dodamies uz dievnamu, arT més, sava gimenes vai
draugu loka, savu atminu loka, veidojam siliti, kura
sanemt Kristu, ka jaunpiedzimuso.

“Ka biis man tevi sanemt, ak Kungs, pilns
godibas?” Kadu siliti lai veidojam, kur vinu
sagaidit?

Par to varam daudz un plasi domat, bet biitiba viss
atgriezas pie vienas atbildes — milestiba. Ta pati
milestiba, kas miis vienoja sendienas ar tiem, kuru
vairs nav un savieno Sodien ar tiem, kas ir, kas
veido telpu Kristum.

Ta ir, jo milestibas siltums, ko izsaka t€lainais
stasts par Mariju, Jazepu, mazo Jaunpiedzimu$o un
tiem, kas ap viniem pulcgjas, kltst dziva dala no
misu svétkiem, jo Dievs ir milestiba.

Novelu jums ikvienam $aja Kristus PiedzimS$anas
svetku laika piedzivot Dieva neierobezoto
milestibu, kas mis katru ieskauj, un ar to dalities
ar1 ar tiem, kuri trikuma un kuri izsalkusi un
izslapusi péc tas.

Jusu, Macitaja Ilze

*teksts Paul Gerhardt, 1653. Sava pirmaja
Ziemsvétku oratorija JS Bachs ievietoja pirmo
pantu no brinumskaistas Gerharda dziesmas. Tas
originalais teksts skan: Ka lai es tevi sagaidu, ka lai
tevi sastopu, tu, péc ka visa pasaule ir ilgojusies un
kas grezno manu dveéseli? Jézu, Jeézu, noliec pats
spozu gaismu [lapu] pie manis, lai es pazitu to, kas
tev nes prieku!

KASIERA ZINOJUMS

Lidz gada beigam biisim pilnigi iekartojusies jauna
biroja Sv. Jana baznicas telpas. Visi parvaksanas
izdevumi ir bijusi nosegti 2015. gada pilnsapulces
nolemtos budzeta ietvaros, un ar jauno gadu saksim
iegiit tauptjumus izdevumos. Sikakas zinas sekos
pirms pilnsapulces 2016. g. 6. marta. Lidzam
ieverot, ka jlisu tekoSie ziedojumi ir nepiecieSami
draudzes turpmakai darbibai. Paldies par jusu
atbalstu!

Arnis Budreévics
Kasieris

Dievkalpojumi Sidrabené
6. decembra Sv. Niklava dienas dievkalpojuma

Sidrabeng pulcgjas vairkak par 80 dievludzgju,
ieskaitot gimenes ar berniem. Nodarbibas visam
paaudzém vadija Mudite Schuler un Skaidrite Leja:
Adventa vainagu gatavoSanu, piparkiiku
izdekoréSanu un ¢iekuru engelu viedosanu.
Ziemsvétku dziesmu dziedasanu vadija Skanu
Ritenis ar Davidu Smitu. Péc dievkalpojuma notika
kopgjas pusdienas, saimnieces Krissy Pavelsones
izkartojuma lidz ar draudzes loceklu atnestiem
gardumiem. Paldies Sidrabenes dievkalpojuma
rikotdjiem! Dievkalpojumi Sidrabeng notiek katra
meénesa pirmaja svétdiena. Nakosais dievkalpojums

notiek 3. janvari, Zvaigznes dienas zZimé.



PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI ZINOJUMS
Mila Sv. Andreja draudze!

Jasu ziedojumi Sogad palidzgja:

Nogadat Kristus Darza laipni atvéletos
ratinkréslus un citas paligierices vecajiem
laudim, kas citadi nevarétu tas atlauties,
miisu masu draudzes un pansionatos
Atbalstit Zupas virtuvi Riga, kas pabaro
vistriicigakos un visizsalkusakos

Iepriecinat vecos laudis miisu masu

draudz€s ar Ziemassvétku partikas groziem

Nosiitit Zemites un Durbes masu draudzu
bérnus uz vasaras nometni

Palidzet Zvannieku majam, kas dod drosu,
gimenisku vidi barepiem, ka arT bérniem,
kas cietusi no vinu vecakiem
Vissirsnigakais paldies Solveigas Miezites
gimenei! Ka Solveiga & gimene bija vélgjusies,
vinas pieminas ziedojumi atbalstija Zvanniekus.
Liela pateiciba ar1 Kristus Darzam, un Laimai
Stikutei personigi, par ziedotajam paligiericém!
Atsauksme no Zemites draudzes:

Bérni ar prieku mdcds svétdienas skola. Cetras
vecakas grupas meitenes ar Sv. Andreja draudzes
dasnu atbalstu vasara bija kristigaja nometné
,,Imantas” Brocénos. Majas parbrauca atpiitusas,
izglitojusas un laimigas, ka svétitas gaismas
apgaismotas. Lai Dieva svetiba allaz stav klat
visiem dasnajiem atbalstitdjiem! Béerni siita lielu
paldies Jums taluma.

Ceram uz Jusu ziedojumiem ari §ajos
Ziemassvetkos!

Tapat ka citus gadus, Ziemsvéetku vakara
kolekte biis veltita palidzibas darbam
Latvija. Lai sanemtu nodok]a atlaides
kviti, draudzes locekli ir aicinati lietot
1pasas aploksnes $im nolukam.

2016. gada 22. janvari gaidam visus Alliance
Francaise, 24 Spadina Road, Toronto:

* pl. 7:00 vakara Ziles Liepinas foto izstade
Neviens neko nesaka, visi visu atceras
vins & uzkodas

pl. 8:00 vakara Latvijas filmas izrade

Jusu Palidziba Latvijai

SIDRABENE

Priecasimies kopa Sidrabenes nometné
2016.gada vasara!

1. nedéla : svétdien 3. — 10. julijs
2. nedéla : svetdien 10. -17. julijs

- ‘SID SVETKLI’ — 16 + 17. jilijs
3. nedéla: svetdien 17. julijs — 24. julijs
4. nedéla: svetdien 24. julijs — 31. julijs

Talkas datums: sestdien 18. jinijs

Vecumi: 5 — 7 Calu Kalna
Vecumi: 8 -14 Teltis
CIT Programma 14 —16 g.v.

Jautajumi? Linda Lakats lakats@interlog.com

www.sidrabene.org
Facebook: SID Nometne

Uz redzesanos SIDRABENE!
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SIDRABENES 6.
DECEMBRA
DIEVKALPOJUMS

THE DECEMBER 6 ST. NICHOLAS DAY
SERVICE AT SIDRABENE

Visi foto/All photos: Sk. Leja



Betlémes skata veidoSana tresa adventa svétdienas
dievkalpojuma 13. decembrT piedalijas b&rni no
abam draudzeém, svétdienas skolas vaditajas Intas
Giffordas izkartojuma. P&c dievkalpojuma notika
bérnu eglite.

Visi foto: Sk. Leja

On the third Sunday
of Advent, Dec. 13,
children from both
congregations took
part in the Christmas
pageant, orchestrated
by the Sunday school
leader Inta Gifford.
The children’s
Christmas party
followed.



OUR PASTOR’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE!
“O Lord, how shall I meet you,
how welcome you aright?”

“Put your hands together and make a cradle for the
baby Jesus.”

I came across this description of how to receive the
altar bread when we first began to prepare children
for communion a few years ago. Since then,
whenever I see people kneeling around the altar, or
standing beause kneeling is not an option in
Sidrabene, this image comes to mind. It is a kind
of declaration: we can experience Christ, Christ is
within us, the living Christ draws us together and
unites us. Everyone who stretches their hands out
to receive the bread acknowledges this, wants to be
one with him.

That is our focus at this season, Christmas, the birth
of our Saviour. As we make our preparations for
Christmas, as we experience the excitement of
Christmas Eve and make our way to worship, we,
too, create a cradle to receive the newborn Saviour.
“O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you
aright?”” What kind of cradle should we prepare to
greet him?

The possibilities are endless, but all come down to
one answer: love. The same love that brought us
together with those no longer with us, that draws us
together with those who are part of our lives today
is what creates space for Christ. Not that his
coming is dependent on us. No, he comes whether
or not we are ready, rather, the question is: how
might we be open to receive him.

The love that is at the heart of the glorious story of
Mary, Joseph and the newborn together with those
drawn to be present becomes a living part of our
celebration. God is love and where we gather in
love, God is present.

May you all experience God’s unconditional love
as we celebrate Christ’s birth. May it embrace all of
us, and inspire us to share it with all who hunger
and thirst after it at this moment in time.

Macitaja Ilze

*Text: Paul Gerhard 1653. Near the beginning of
his first Christmas Oratorio, JS Bach placed the
first verse of this wonderful hymn. The English
version of the hymn is a poetic adaptation of
Gerhard’s words. This is a more literal translation:
How shall I embrace You,

and how encounter You?

O desire of the whole world,

O adornment of my soul!

O Jesus, Jesus, place

the torch near me Yourself,

so that what gives You pleasure

be known and familiar to me!

TREASURER’S REPORT

By the end of the year we will have completed our
transition into our new quarters at St. John’s
Church. All transition expenses have been met
within the budget proposed at the 2015 AGM.
Details will follow before the 2016 AGM March 6.
In the meantime, your regular donations are vital to
our congregation’s continued operation. Thank you
for your continued support!

Arnis Budrevics
Treasurer

SERVICES AT SIDRABENE

More than 80 churchgoers attended the December 6
St. Nicholas Day service in Sidrabene, including
many families with children. Activities for all ages
were co-ordinated by Mudite Schuler and Skaidrite
Leja: Advent wreath making, gingerbread cookie
decorating and creating pine cone angel
decorations. Carol singing was lead by Skanu
Ritenis and Davids Smits. After the service most
stayed for a communal lunch, co-ordinated by
Krissy Pavelsone, including food brought by
congregants . Many thanks to the Sidrabene
Worship team! Services at Sidrabene take place on
the first Sunday of the month. The next service will
take place January 3, 2016, to celebrate Epiphany.



AID TO LATVIJA COMMITTEE
Dear St. Andrew’s supporters!
This year your donations have helped provide:

*The delivery of the generous donation by
Kristus Darzs of wheelchairs and other mobility
devices for the elderly in our sister
congregations and care facililties who would
otherwise not be able to afford them;
*Support for the Soup Kitchen in Riga, which
feeds the most impoverished and hungry;
*Christmas hampers for elderly members of our
sister congregations in Latvia;
*Summer camp experiences for children from
the Zemites and Durbes congregations;
*Assistance to the Zvannieki Children’s Home,
which provides a safe and loving home for
orphans and battered children.
We extend our profound gratitude to Solveiga
Miezitis family! As she and her family had desired,
donations in her honour went to Zvannieki
Children’s Home.
We also want to express our deep thanks to Kristus
Darzs Home for the Aged and to Director Lauma
Stikuts personally for the donated equipment.
In thanks from the Zemites congregation:

The children love Sunday school. Thanks to the
generous support of St. Andrew s congregation,
four girls from the oldest group were able to attend
the Imantas Christian summer camp in Brocéna.
they returned home well rested and happy with

what they had learned, radiant with the Holy Spirit.

May God s blessings accompany all your generous
donors! The children send their thanks to their
distant benefactors!

We hope for your support this Christmas as

well!

Once again the Christmas Eve collection will
support our outreach in Latvia. To receive a
charitable donation receipt, please use the special
envelopes provided.

Mark Your Calendars!

An Evening of Latvian Art and Film
January 22, 2016 at Alliance Francaise
24 Spadina Rd, Toronto
7:00 p.m. An exhibition of Photographs by
Zile Liepins No One Says Anything,
Everyone Remembers Everything, followed
by a wine and cheese reception
8:00 p.m. A screening of a film from
Latvia

Aid to Latvia Committee
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Come join another exciting summer at
Camp Sidrabene in 2016!

Week 1: Sunday July 3 — July 10
Week 2: Sunday July 10 - July 17

- ‘SID SVETKTI’ July 16 + 17
Week 3: Sunday July 17 — July 24
Week 4: Sunday July 24 — July 31

Work Bee date: Sat. June 18
Ages: 5-7 Children’s Lodge
Ages: 8 -14 Tents

CIT Program ages 14 — 16

Questions? Linda Lakats
lakats(@interlog.com www.sidrabene.org
Facebook: SID Nometne

See you in Sidrabene!!
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AICINAJUMS!
Laipni ludzam draudzes loceklus uz

DRAUDZES PECPUSDIENU
Sveétdien, 24. janvari, péc dievkalpojuma.

Atzim@sim savu pirmo darbibas gadu Sv.

Jana baznicas telpas. [zradisim miisu draudzes
65 gadu jubilejas projekta dokumentalfilmu par
Sv. Andreja baznica pavaditajiem 63 gadiem.
Trisdesmit piecu miniisu gara filma veidota no
intervijam ar vairakiem bijusajiem draudzes
prieksniekiem un darbiniekiem, draudzes
dibinatajiem un dazadas paaudzes draudzes
locekliem. Paradas ar1 izvilkumi no vairakiem
dievkalpojumiem un sarikojumiem, kopa ar
vesturiskam bildém no draudzes archiviem un
privatiem bilzu krajumiem. Filma ir abas-
latvieSu un anglu valodas.

Piedavasim vieglas pusdienas un kafiju pret
ziedojumiem. Uz pusdienam lidzam pieteikties
lidz 17. janvarim, draudzes biroja 416-924-1563

PLEASE JOIN US
Sunday, January 24, after service

A gathering of Celebration and Thanks!

Let us mark our first full year in our new
home at St. John’s! The afternoon will include
the first screening of our 65th anniversary
memorial project, a 35 minute long
documentary video capturing our 63 year
history of worship and community at St.
Andrew’s. Included are interviews with past
Council Chairs, congregation workers, the
remaining founders and congregants of all
ages, as well as excerpts from a range of
services and events, interwoven with archival
photographs from the church archives and
personal collections. The film is subtitled in

Latvian and English.

A light lunch and refreshments will be offered. To
register for the lunch please call the church office:
416-924-1563



