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Dodam Jums iespéju iepazities ar nozimigu
sprediku, ko devusi Mac. Aina Pilina Cikagas
lidzibu par séjéju, ka ta atrodama Mateja ev.
13:1-9, 18-23.

Macitajas Pilinas spredikis aicina katru pardomat
sevi: kd es varetu plasak sét Dieva valstibas un
zelastibas séklas? Kas mani dominé - racionalais
prats vai gariga sirds? Vai Dievs man liekas tals,
svess, nekustams? Ka liktos, ja sajustu vinu ka
darbibas vardu — ap mani, mani? Un, ja domdjam
art daudzskaitli, ari par draudzi — uz ko tiekam
aicinati?

Rakstot sprediki es prata dzirdéju:
Dziesmu pinu, deju pinu, latvju tautas vainaga!
Dejosim, dziedasim, latvju tautu vienosim!

Tas bija Cetras bagatas dienas,
Hamiltona, Kanada. Més visi - gan vecie, gan
jaunie - svinéjam Dziesmu svétkus steidzoties
no viena uzveduma uz otru, nemaz
nedomadami par mazgulétam naktim, par
izsalkumu vai par daziem nepatikamiem
parsteigumiem. Un tas bija to vérts, jo més
guvam tik daudz vairak.

Més tikam: pabaroti ar jaunam dejam,
dziesmam un draugiem; atjaunoti tiekoties
ar seniem draugiem un atsvaidzinati ar milam
senam dziesmam; stiprinati ar tautas
piederibas apzinu un valodu; atspirzinati ar
Dieva vardu, lig§anam un slavas dziesmam.
Més izjutam tautas vienotibu un piederibu
Debesu valstibai; un majas atbraucam ar
nogurusu kermeni, bet pacilatu pratu.

Tagad, Sodien — ka més varétu uzturét
S0 briniskigi skaisto sajismu un milestibu
pret savu tautu, [Tdzcilveékiem un Dievu, savu
Raditaju? Més to varam uzturét turpinot
svétku vienotibas sajismu ar jaunu mudi:
Slavésim, milésim, Dieva bérnus vienosim!

Seno paaudzu Dziemu svétku sétas

séklas auglus més Hamiltona baudijam ar
prieku un ar pateicibu tiem, kuri tas turpina sét
nakoSajam paaudzém par svétibu. Tas ir

art ko esam darijusi més pasi un tas ir ko dara
musu bérni un mazbérni Sodien —

dziedadami un dancodami.

Mes ar prieku un sajusmu esam sé€jusi
un plavusi savas tautas tradiciju seklas,
bet ar mazaku sajismu s&jam Dieva
milestibas un Zélastibas séklu. Tas ir kur
mums
japiestrada, jo ta ir visvertigaka no visam
séklam. Tas ir ko Jézus naca darit: sét Dieva
valstibas apzinas séklu masu sirdis un vienot
visus Dieva bérnus ar Sevi un misu
Visaraditaju Dievu Tévu. Un tas ir uz ko mas
aicina Jézus Kristus Sodien un vienmer.

Jézus macibas stils bija vienkars,
labsirdigs, priecigs un cerigs. Jézus
neorganizé€ja draudzes un hirarchijas, un
nelietoja sarezgtti abstraktu valodu, ka to
darija ap. Pavils, kas bija Kristigas baznicas
dibinatajs un veidotajs.

Lai izprastu ap. Pavila macibu, mums
dazkart jameklé palidzibu no teologiem,
kas ir specializ€jusies Pavila macibas izpratné
un teologija.

Bet, lai izprastu Jézus macibu, mums ir
tikai jaatver sava sirds un prats
Svéta Gara darbibai un Dieviskai milestibai,
kas mums palidzés izprast Jézus
apsléptas macibas lidzibas un, ko tas nozime
mums katram personigi.

Séjéejs izgaja set!

Ta ir aina ko katrs var viegli iedomaties
un izteélot. Ir iesp&jams arf, ka ST aina bija
visiem redzama turpat — acu prieksa un nekas
pat nebija jaatstaj iztélei.

Séjejs izgaja sét, un dala no séklas krita
augliga zemé, dala uz cietas takas,
dala uz akmenaja, dalu v&j$ aizpata un daju
putni apéda. Vai jus ievérojat cik daudz



darbibas ir ietvérta SinT I1dziba? Sejéjs izgaja
sét; sékla krita zemé; véjs pata; putni éda;
sékla diga; sékla nesa auglus; sékla nokalta.
Te viscauri ir jutama Dieva darbibas
izpausme un klatiene.

Paraugaities visapkart! Dievs ir aktivs
Dievs. Tas rada, veido un uztur mds un
visu, kas ir ap mums. Dieva darbibas speks
izpauzas udens vilnosana, putnu dziesma,
pérkona dardésSana, bérna raudasana,
jaunie$a gavilés, sirmgalvja saprotosa smaida,
bet jo visvairak milestibas izpausmé. Nakamo
reizi, kad jus klausaities, vai pasi lasat
Dieva Vardu, piegrieziet vairak uzmanibas
tieSi darbibas vardiem. Tajos slépjas Tsta
Jézus maciba, ko mums bas darit un ka
dzivot.

Séjéjs izgaja set!
Kas ir 8T zeme par ko runa Jézus?

Tie esam més. Més esam raditi ar
divam darboSanas sistémam, vai divam
zemém: Viena zeme ir madsu racionalais prats,
kur majo masu ego, kas visu izvérté
intelektuali un dualistiski. Otra zeme ir masu
gariga sirds, kur majo mdsu garigums un
dievisSka vienotiba, kas nepazist atskirtibu. Ta
nepazist atskirstibu starp Dievu un
cilvéku un starp cilvéku un cilvéku. Abas
zemes ir vajadzigas, un abam jabut lidzsvara,
lai més varétu svetigi funkcionét abas
dimensijas: laicigaja un garigaja.

Meés reizém varam, jeb masu sirds
reizém var, bat gan augliga zeme, gan
klinSaina kalna nogaze, cieti iemita taka, vai
nezalu parnemts lauks.

Domaju, ka més visi esam piedzivojusi
brizus, kad més ar pratu negribam
kaut ko uznemt un [aujam informacijai plust
mums garam; vai péc uznemsanas to driz
vien aizmirstam un laujam tai pazust; vai
laujam kadam citam sevi parliecinat, ka ta nav
svariga vai mums deriga. Bet, ja més atlaujam

savai sirdij mas vadit, ne tikai pratam,
tad més saprotam, kas mums ir derigs un
vajadzigs; tad més nelaujam citam sevi
parliecinat citadi, un uznemta informacija nes
auglus mums un musu apkartnei.

Jo redzat, tapat ka saule un lietus
iespaido seklas attistibu, ta arT daudzi
aréji apstakli iespaido mas — ka més dzivojam
un kadus auglus més nesam. Bet, lai
gutu labus auglus, ir vajadzigs ne tikai s€jéjs
un laba zeme, bet art laba sékla!

Kas ir st sékla par ko runa Jézus?

Ta ir Dieva valstibas sékla, kuru Jézus
sanéma no Dieva, lai sétu masu sirdT.

Sékla par ko Jezus runa nav nekas cits, ka
Dieva dziva, radosa, mierinos$a vienotibas
milestiba. Ta ir mdsu apzinas un izpratnes
paplasinaSanas sékla, kas iesaknojoties
masu sirdis, veicina un vairo Dieva valstibas
realitati mdsos un ap mums.

So séklu sauc par beznoteikumu
milestibu pret Dievu un visu Vina radibu; par
neSaubigu ceribu, ka reiz més piedzivosim
pilnigu Dieva valstibas atklasmi un realitati;
un par pilnigu palavibu uz Dievu, ka Vins§ mas
nepievils. Atcerésimies, ka Dievs ir
vienigais uz ko més varam pilnigi palauties,
bez Saubam un bez bailém.

Kas ir Dieva valstiba?

Jézus izgaja sét Debesu valstibas séklu. Un

ka més zinam, ne visi kas to

dzirdéja to uznéma sava sirdi ne Jézus laika,

nedz arT masu laika. Viscauri savai

macibai, Jézus atkartoti lietoja vienu specifisku

frazi: Dieva valstiba ir ka ... Mk 4:26;

Dieva valstiba ir ieks$ ... Lk 17:21; Dieva

valstiba ir tuvu ... Mt 4:17; Dieva valstiba ir

klat ... Mk 1:15. Tas norada, ka Dieva valstibas

nozime ir |oti svariga Jézus pamatmaciba.
Bibliskie skolari, Dieva valstibas

jautajumu ir debatejusi tik ilgi, cik ilgi ir bijusi



Bibeles pétnieki. Vinu secinajums ir: "Debesu
vai Dieva valstiba ir ievesta caur Jézu

cilvéku sirdTis un dzivés, un atbrivo pasauli no
gréka varas sekam, ieskaitot navi, un

rada jaunu taisnibas un miera kartibu." (NIV
Mt.3.2 piezime)

Daudzi no evangéliskas noslieces
pienem, ka Dieva valstiba apzimé vietu,
kur tu nonac péc naves - ja esi bijis labs. Bet
probléma ar So pienémumu vai
izskaidrojumu ir, ka ta ir pretruna tam, ko
Jézus maca. Tas ir:

“Dieva valstiba ir ieks tevis”, tas
ir: Seit, ar tevi — ne citur; un

“Dieva valstiba ir jau klat”, tas ir:
tagad — SinT momenta, ne nakotné.

Cits izskaidrojums par Dieva valstibu ir
ka ta ir utopija virs zemes. Debesu
valstiba valdis par zemi, kur bis miers un
taisniba, kur visi cilvéki dzivos viena
harmonija, kur visas ekonomiskas vajadzibas
bus visiem lidzigi pieejamas un, kur Dieva
prats bus tik pilnigi piepildits ka debesis.

Te atkal Jézus specifiski noraida tadu
izpratni. Kad vina sekotaji grib&ja
pasludnat Vinu ka Izraéla Mesiju, kas ienesis
Dieva valdibu un taisnibu virs zemes,

Jézus to kategoriski, parliecinosi un
neparprotami noraidija sacidams: “Mana
valstiba

nav no Sis pasaules” Jn 18:36.

Mana izpratnée, Dieva valstibai ir cita
kvalitate, jeb realitate. Tai nav §1s pasaules
Tpasibas, un ta ir pieejama ikvienam kas to
vélas un to meklé tagad, nevis ka
iemantojama tikai péc naves.

Jézus mums piedava Dieva valstibas
séklu caur Svéto Garu. Vins to séj misu
sirdt ik mirklT, ja vien més tikai atveram tai
savu sirdi. Dievs, musu Tévs, ir |oti pacietigs
ar mums. Vins ir ar mieru gaidit muzigi, lidz
meés atskartam, ka bez Vina més nevaram
eksistét.

Meés pasi nespéjam likt sekali digt, — tas
ir Dieva zina. Musu zina ir séklu uznemt,
sagatavot tai zemi/sirdi un to kopt, Iidz ta nes
auglus — un tad, ar Svéta Gara palidzibu,
sét to talak citu sirdrs.

Dievs ir darbibas Dievs un Vina
macibas pamata ir darbiba. Tapéc ar Vina
varda
uzklausiSanu un saprasanu vien nekas nav
gats, ja més péc ta ari nedzivojam. Misu
dzive bls daudz vieglaka un patikamaka, ja
més nemsim Jézus macibu par pamatu
savai dzivei un Dievatzinas augsmei.

Tapéc - Slavésim, milésim, Dieva
bérnus vienosim!  Amen
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MACITAJAS RAKSTS

Sis ir zZimigs gads.

Musu draudze atskatas uz 65
pastavéSanas gadiem, un uz gandriz tikpat
daudziem gadiem musu dievhama, kop$s
sanacam kopa ar igauniem pirma
dievkalpojuma, 1951. g. Reformacijas svétkos.

Skatoties plasak, Eiropa un
Ziemelamerika laudis piemin Pirma pasaules
kara iesakumu ar visu saistito vajpratu.
Neaizmirsisim arT més, ka Ilidz Sai dienai tas
iespaids ir atstajis savas vatis latvieSu tauta.

Tomér pari visam ir viena, latvieSiem,
Tpasi nozimiga atcere: Sovasar un Soruden
aprit septindesmit gadi kop$ latvieSi iesaka
lielas béglu gaitas. Riskéjot visu, ka nu vien
spédams katrs salika sev visdargako, ko
panemt [idz. Nezinadami kurp, un cik ilgi, bet
ceriba, ka tikai uz Tsu laiku, tie maja ardievas
Latvijai. Bet smagie pardzivojumi - fronte,
gusta, béglu kolonnas, un nerimtigais drauds
no varas aiz Dzelza aizkaru lika daudziem
saprast, ka jadodas talak. Ka citur bas
jaturpina cinu par brivo Latviju, kada vieta, kur
visi jutisies drosi. Tur, kur varés turpinat dzivot,
pareizak sakot — varés beidzot atkal dzivot!

Tikai maza dala palikusi vairs musu
starpa to, kas ka pieaugusie bija spiesti k|at
par trimdiniekiem, atstajot visu aiz sevis, ne
tikvien materialo nodro8inajumu. Toties savas
sirdis tie nesa Iidz savu milestibu uz tévu
zemi, savu valodu, un palavibu uz Dieva
vadibu. Ipasibas, kas vértigakas par jebkuru
mantu.

Visa latvieSu sabiedriba Toronto, un
citviet, balstas uz vinu, masu trimdinieku
pleciem: uz vinu paliniem, certbam, priekiem
un bédam. Més, kas Sodien esam dzivi un
izlemusi pieturéties pie latviskas identitates,
vienalga ka to izprotam, baudam vinu
nopelnus, esam vinu, musu trimdinieku, lielo
energiju, izdomu un neatlaidibas mantinieki.

Tapéc Soruden veltisim laiku patieciba
viniem. Pieminésim, ka skaistais dievnams,

ko toreiz nopirka un kur esam pulcejusies
visus 80s gadus ir piesatinats pilns vinu
lGgSanu un ticibas. Ka sabiedriskais darbs,
kas te tika iesakts turpinajas vél joprojam ar
tiem pasSiem mérkiem, - lai saliedétu tautieSus
un atbalstitu vinus nepazistama vidé. Tikai
Sodien tie ir mdsu jaunatnaceji, kurus
cenSamies atbalstit un stiprinat art garigi.

Un, kad domajam par nakotni, par
dievhama nodoSanu draudzei, kas kalpos
Kristus varda Sejienes |audim un masu
aicindjuma turpinadSanu un pildiSanu cita vieta,
citos veidos, pieminésim pravie$a zimigos,
pozitivos un parliecino$os vardus:

“Es zinu savus nodomus, ko es jums esmu
iecerégjis, saka Kungs, miera nodomus, ne
launus — es dosu jums nakotni un ceribu! Un
jas piesauksiet mani, iesiet un pielagsiet mani,
un es jas uzklausisu! Jas meklésiet mani un
atradisiet — ja meklésiet mani no visas sirds!
Jas mani atradisiet, saka Kungs. “ (Jer.
29:11-14a)

Kristus milestiba
Macitaja lize

This is a particularly significant year.

Our congregation celebrates its 65t
anniversary, and gives thanks for almost as
many years spent in our building since that
first service, held together with our Estonian
brothers and sisters, on Reformation Day,
1951.

Looking further afield, the peoples of
Europe and North America have been
commemorating the centenary of the
beginning of the First World War with all its
associated horrors. Latvians were not immune:
the marks of this conflict have continued to
leave an impression on our nation, even to this
day.

For Latvians today, there is another,
particularly important and poignant
anniversary: this summer and fall seventy
years ago saw the great refugee exodus from
Latvia. Risking everything, taking what was
precious to them, not knowing where their
journey would take them, but hoping that this



would only be for a short time, they waved
their goodbyes to Latvia. Yet the trauma they
experienced, fighting on the front, in POW
camp, in the seemingly endless columns of
refugees, the ever-present threat from the
other side of the Iron Curtain led many to
understand that the only way forward was to
go further away. There was somewhere else
that they would continue their struggle for an
independent Latvia; in a place of safety. In a
place where they might continue their lives,
rather, begin to live again!

Only a very small number are still with
us of those who were compelled to leave their
homeland as refugees, leaving everything
behind them, and not only their material
comforts. Yet in their hearts they carried their
love for their homeland, their language, and
their trust in God’s guidance.

Even today, the Latvian community in
Toronto, and elsewhere, rests on the
foundation they laid for us: one built on hard
work, hope, joy, and sorrow. We who are here
today and have chosen to remain linked to our
Latvian heritage, however we understand this,
enjoy the fruits of their labours. We have
inherited their energy, ideas, and persistence
in the face of challenges.

This fall we will focus on giving thanks
to them and for them. We will remember that
the beautiful worship space bought by them
and where our congregation has gathered for
sixty four years is filled with the power of their
prayer and their faith. We will give thanks that
the work of Latvian community leaders who
founded and developed activities in our
building continues today with the same aim: to
bring together Latvians and support them in
their endeavours, particularly in an unknown
place. Now we will affirm that those we are
called to encourage and support, spiritually as
well, are our recent immigrants from Latvia.

And when we think of the future, of
passing stewardship of our building to the
congregation who will serve the local
community in Christ’'s name, of how we will
continue to fulfil our call to mission, let us call
to mind the words of the prophet, words that

are strong and convincing, and speak to us
today:

“For surely | know the plans | have for you,
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not
for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then
when you call upon me and come and pray to
me, | will hear you. When you search for me,
you will find me; if you seek me with all your
heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord.”




PRIEKSNIEKA ZINOJUMS

Tresa draudzes ‘Town Hall’ sapulce notika
daudz informaciju par aktivitatém
saistitam ar baznicas pardoSanu un
toposam izmainam. KlatesoSiem bija art
iesp€ja uzstadit jautajumus. Paldies
izsakam sekretarei Gundegai Melli par
pievienoto protokolu, kas tik izcili un
kodoligi apraksta diskusijas.

13. augusta, 2014.g. tikas visas
komandas kas tika veidotas lai risinatu
jautajumus saistitus ar pardosanu un
parvaksanos, un dotu atskaitu par saviem
panakumiem un nakotnes darbibas
planiem.

Sanaksmé piedalijas:

Inta Briedis (atbildiga par Damu
komitejas inventaru un visparéjas
baznicas inventara sadali, koordinacija ar
igaunu draudzi, un masu draudzes dalas
izvietojumu)

Edtte Sils un Anda Libere (atbildigas par
draudzes dokumentu parskatiSanu,
novértésanu un organizésanu
parvietosanai)

Ojars Sils (atbildigs par visparéjo
draudzes Tpasuma inventara saraksta
izgatavosSanu)

Liga Miklasevics (atbildiga par sarunam
ar Sv. Jana draudzes parstavjiem lai
izplanotu un novaditu misu draudzes
administracijas parvaksanu un jaunam
telpam)

Sarma Gaide (atbildiga par makslas
inventara izvietosanu)

Davids Smits (atbildigs par draudzes
muzikala instrumenta un skana iekartes
izvietojumu)

Skaidrite Leja (atbildiga par toposSo
jubilejas dokumentalo video, kas
dokumentés draudzes dzivi un darbibu

[TdzSingjas telpas, ka art par draudzes
zinam)

Voldemars Innus, Gundega Melli un
Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart

Sekojosas darbibas tika parrunatas un

pienemtas:
eInta, saskana ar Sarmu, izvélésies
firmu vai individus kas atbrivos telpas
no liekam mantam. Vairakas tvertnes
(dumpsters) bls nepiecieSamas. Darbs
saksies otra stava ar materialiem kas
atrodas uz un zem skatuves. P&c tam
sekos pagraba iztiriSana, saskana ar
Editi, Andu un Ojaru.
eDavids saskanos baznicas fligeles
parvietoSanu uz Sv. Jana dievnamu. Vins
art izplanos kur divas vértigakas
klavieres var but pagaidam uzglabatas
lidz kamér ilgtermina novietojums
vinam tiek izvéléts. Ceturtas klavieres
tiks likvidétas.
eSarma bis atbildiga par sesu gleznu
parvietoSanu uz Sv. Jana baznicas
telpam. Parejas gleznas pagaidam tiks
ietitas burbulpapira un uzglabatas.
eDaudz darbs atliek lai savestu
draudzes arhivus un dokumentus
kartiba: caurskattt, novértét,
kategorizét un revidéet ilgtermina
uzglabasanai. Ir skaidrs ka pietriks
laika to paveikt pirms izvaksanas. Tika
nolemts, ka Iidz 15. septembrim Edite
un Anda dos priekSroku dokumentus
saskirot par derigiem sagrup&jumiem,
kurus varetu salikt kastés uz
parvietoSanu. TanT laika Sos materialus
parvedts uz izmekléto uzglabasanas
vietu, no kurienes varés pakapeniski
turpinat revidésanu Sv. Jana baznicas
telpas.
eLiga un vinas komanda turpinas tikties
ar Sv. Jana baznicas parstavjiem lai
planotu un izvestu draudzes birojas
parvietoSanu uz jaunam telpam.



Pagaidam tiek gaiditi nocenojumi par
saistitiem izdevumiem, ieskaitot jauno
talruna un timekla pieslégsanu.
eDievkalpojumu un sartkojumu
kalendars septembra un oktobra
ménesiem tika nosprausts. Mac. llze un
Skaidrite norunas kurus draudzes
loceklus intervés dokumentalam video,
un kuras reizés bis iespéja plasakai
draudzes loceklu atminas ierakstisanai.

So kalendaru arf ievietos latviesu avizeés.

eTika izlemts, ka bltu nepiecieSams,
kopa ar Sv. Jana draudzi, izkartot
detalizétu kopigu darbibas kalendaru
nakamam gadam. Sis darba grupas
daltbnieki bis Mac. llze, Sarma Gaide,
Inta Briedis un Davids Smits. Sarma bis
grupas sasauceéja.

Izsaku sirsnigu pateicibu visiem kas
piedalas sajas darba grupas; vini izcili
veicina un atrisina visus jautajumus
saistitus ar prieksa stavosam parmainam.
Pateicos ari draudzes locekliem kas
piedalas informacijas sapulcés ar
vértigiem ieskatiem un padomiem parejas
posma.

Turpinasim laicigi informét draudzes
loceklus par visiem jaunumiem saistitiem
ar nakotnes planosSanu, un gaidisim ari
jasu Itdzdaltbu un atbalstu. Uz tikSanos
rudent!

Voldemars Innus
Sv. Andreja draudzes padomes
priekSsédis

Vai izjati aicinajumu lasTt dievkalpojumos, bet nejuties droSs par to?
Aicinam visus esoSos un toposos lasTtajus uz tikSanos péc dievkalpojuma 21.
septembrT, kur viss klUs skaidrs!

Vai meklé iespéju, kur izmantot savas makslnieciskas davanas dievkalpojumos?
Vai vélies piedaltties dievkalpojumu veidoSana?
Ir pienacis pédejais laiks izveidot - “dievkalpojumu veidoSanas grupu”
Laiks un vieta pirmajai tikSanas reizé tiks tev pazinots. Vajag vienigi pieteikties!




Sv. Andreja Ev. Lut. latvieSu draudzes
‘Town Hall’ informacijas sapulce
Sidrabené, Sidrabkalna liela zalée
Svétdien, 2014. g. 27. julija, 1:00 pp.

Piedalas: 40 draudzes locekli (1:00pp)

Sapulci vada Astrida Kalnina. Vina sirsnigi sveicina
klateso$os un aicina viniem brivi uzstadtt
jautajumus par pasniegtiem zinojumiem. Jautajumi
uz kuriem atbildes nevares uz vietas pasniegt tiks
pierakstiti un atbildeti nakosas draudzes zinas.
leteikumus var art iesniegt uz izdalitam lapinam
sapulces beigas.

1. Zinojums- Baznicas pardosana: Voldemars
Innus zino ka pardosanas cena paliek tada ka
norunata. Grace Toronto draudze ir pilnigi
parbaudijusi baznicas telpas un pienem
baznicu esos$a stavokli, atsakoties no
pieprasijuma tiesibam pirkSanas liguma. Lai
nodroSinatu hipoteku baznicas pirk§anai, Grace
Toronto bitu nepiecieS8ams pardot savu eso$o €ku.
Péc Ontario likumiem, §1s €kas pircéji gaida
apkartéjas vides pétisanas rezultatus lai
apstiprinatu pardoSanas ligumu. Ir ceréts ka Sis
prasijums bis nokartots Iidz 31. jdlijam, un ka
Grace Toronto varés I1dz 29. augustam apstiprinat
misu baznicas pirkSanas piedavajumu. Pa cik
Skersli Sai norisei nav sagaidami, tad vél arvien
rékinajamies ka misu pédéja diena baznicas
telpas bus 31. oktobris.

Jautajumi:

1. Kas notktu ja Grace Toronto nevar pardot
savu patreizéjo éku? Vai musu pirkSanas
ligums ar viniem butu jaatjauno? Voldemars
atbild: Ja gadijuma Grace Toronto nevar
sarunat hipoteku misu baznicas pirkSanai,
pastav vairakas iespé&jas: més varetu noraidit
vinu pirk§anas piedavajumu, vai pienemt
izmainas norunatiem datumiem pirkSanas
liguma. Voldemars piebilst ka iespéja ka Grace
Toronto atteiktos no misu baznicas iepirkSanas
ir minimala, jo vini jau |oti agresivi piestrada pie
telpu parbives atlauju iegiSanas.

2. Zinojums- Parrunas ar Sv. Jana draudzi 23.
junija: Liga Miklasévica atstasta tikSanas norisi.
Abas draudzes parstavji izstaigaja Sv. Jana
baznicas telpas parrunat ka telpas varétu bat
kooperativi izmantotas. Kadreizéjas svétdienas
skolas istaba varétu k|Gt Sv. Andreja draudzes
biroja; talruna un timek|a vadus bis japievieno. Sv.
Jana draudze jau ir iesakusi iztukSot daju no
savam noliktavas telpam lai atbrivotu vietu Sv.
Andreja draudzes vajadzibam. Mac. llze Kupléns-
Ewart un Prav. emer. Fricis Kristbergs sadarbosies

sakara ar dievkalpojumiem. Atslégas Sv. Jana

baznicai tiks izdalitas Sv. Andreja padomes

locekliem péc vajadzibas 29. augusta. Sv. Jana
draudzes padomes priek§sédis Karlis Jansons ir
izteicis veélésanos parskatit kooperativo ligumu
starp Sv. Andreja latvieSu un igaunu draudzém,
kura visi izdevumi par telpam ir daliti uz pusém,
atskaitot talruna un timekla izdevumi, kurus katra
draudze karto atseviski. Augusta sanaksme tiks
parrunats Sv. Andreja krélslu un galdu
izmantoSana. Damu komitejas sadarbosies
saskanot savus inventarus un to noglabasanu.

Davids Smits un Brigita Alka sadarbosies lai

saskanotu muzikas ministrijas abam draudzém.

Citas lietas kuras vél atliek izstradat: zinu dé€ju

sadali; gramatu galdu novietojumu, pérmindera

skapju iedaliSana, projektora izmanto$anu. Liga

Miklasévica uzsvéra ka Sv. Jana draudzes

parstaviji bija |oti pretimnakosi, sirsnigi un devigi.

Nakosa sede notiks augusta.

Jautajumi:

2.Kas notiks ar pieminu plaksném dievhama?
Liga atbild, ka ir paredzéts tos atstat dievnama
jo tie ir dala no baznicas véstures. leteikums tos
nemt I1dz jo tiem nebls nozime jauniem
baznicas 1pasniekiem.

3. Vai viss nakotne tiks vienlidzigi sadalits?
Liga atbild: n&, bet ir ceréts darTt cik vien
iesp€jams kooperativi. Mac. lize papildina: nav
domats daltt telpas ka Trnieki, bet drizak ka
[Tdzdalibnieki, partneri. Visi izdevumi tiks daliti uz
pusém. Abas draudzes dalisies ar
dievkalpojumiem; katra draudze nems atbildibu
par noteiktiem dievkalpojumiem ménest,
mainoties starp abam draudzem (1. un 3.
svétdienas dievkalpojumi tiks vaditi no Sv. Jana
draudzes, 2. un 4. svétdienas dievkalpojumi tiks
kartoti no Sv. Andreja draudzes). Dievkalpojuma
kalendaru izstradas kopéji. Katrai draudzei ir savi
ieradumi un iemilotas tradicijas un més k|lsim
bagatinati ja dalisimies ar tradicijam. Pieméram
Sv. Janu draudze riko gadskartéju mantu tirgu
Saulaing, Sv. Andreja draudzes Palidziba Latvijai
komiteja riko Gimenes dienas brokastis, un
pasniedz Sampanieti sveciSu gaisma péc
vecgada vakara dievkalpojuma. lespé&jams ka
Ziemsvétku vakara bis nepiecieSams rikot 3
dievkalpojumus lai sasédinatu visus
apmeklétajus no abam draudzém. Pacietiba un
laba griba bls nepiecieSama sekmigai
sadarbibai un sadzivei abu draudzu starpa.

4.Vai més bisim viena draudze? Vai Sv. Jana
un Sv. Andreja draudzes tiks apvienotas zem
viena jauna nosaukuma? Liga atbild: tas ir
jautajums nakotnei. Pagaidam méginasim
sadarboties kooperativi.



5. Ko més maksasim Sv. Jana draudzei? Liga
atbild: visi baznicas telpas izdevumi tiks daliti uz
pusém. Sv. Jana draudze nav prasijusi naudu
par telpu dalisanu.

3. Zinojums- Makslu darbu inventars: Sarma
Gaide zino ka Valda Zobena un Inga Untiks
caurskatija draudzes makslu darbu krajumu un
izvéléja 6 no vértigakam gleznam izstadisanai Sv.
Jana baznicas telpas, péc abu draudzu norunas.
Paréjas gleznas tiks izpardotas. Attéli no Sim
gleznam tiks izsludinati draudzes zinas un Latvija
Amerika laikraksta. Sv. Jana draudze ir izteikusi
véléSanos kopigi piedalities klusa makslu darbu
izsolé.

4. Zinojums- Arhivu un dokumentu inventars:
Anda Liberis zino, ka kopa ar Editi Silu ir uzsaks
draudzes dokumentu inventars. Anda apgalvo ka
darbs Skiet daudz lielaks neka sakotngji bija
paredzéts, jo dokumenti ir liela nekartiba, un viena
dala trikst jeb ir bojati. Bas svarigi izsijat kurus
dokumentus batu svarigi uzglabat un kurus varétu
izmest. Pirmais solis bus sadalit dokumentus par
kategorijam, piem. padomes sédes protokoli,
macrtajas zinojumi, Sidrabenes dokumenti, citu
komiteju un organizaciju dokumenti. Nakotnes
arhivus batu lTdziga veida jasakarto.

Jautajumi:

1. Kas ir noticis ar informacijas krajumu
izmantotu 50.g. jublijas gramatas izdosanai?
Anda atbild: més to informacijas klastu
mekléjam. Skiet ka viena dala no tas
informacijas naca no privatiem avotiem un ir
atdotas atpakal. Lidz Sim nav vél skaidrs kas no
ta paliek baznica.

2. Vai jums vajag paligus. Anda atbild:
pagaidam veél né, bet iesp&jams ka nakotné tie
noderes. Patlaban lielaka rlpe ir atrast
piemérotu vietu dokumentu uzglabasanai. Anda
aicina draudzes locekliem ziedot draudzes
arhiviem visus dokumentus vai fotografijas kas ir
laba karttba no kuriem vini grib atbrivoties.

5. Zinojums- Draudzes inventars: Voldemars
Innus zino ka Ojars Sils karto visparejo draudzes
Tpasuma inventaru, nemot bildes un sastadot
sarakstu no visiem piederumiem un kur tie atrodas.
Grace Toronto baznica ir lGgusi lai telpas tiek
pilnigi atbrivotas no visam mantam kas nav dala
no baznicas €kas. Krésli ir vertigi, un bas jaizlemj
kur vinus vislabak izmantot. Inta Briedis ir
uznémusies atbildibu par Iemumiem, ko paturét un
ko likvidét, un par visu mantu izdalijumu.

6. Zinojums- Draudzes nakotne: Aija Mazsillis
zino par sapulci kas notika 24. jinija. Sapulce

piedalijas padomes locekli Aija Mazsilis, Liga

Miklasévics, Indra Mertens, Auseklis Zakis un Mac.

llze Kupléns-Ewart. Komiteja parrunaja jautajumu

‘Kada draudze busim nakotné?’ Visi klatesoSie

atzina ka draudzei ir jabat viesmiligai un ietveroSai.

Sekojosas vadlinijas izcélas ka svarigas: saglabat

latvisko identitati, savdabigas svinibas, iesvétibas

un muzikas loma draudzes dzive; noturét
dievkalpojumus abas valodas, ar iespé&ju izmantot
vienlaicigo tulkoSanu; atbalstit Mac. llzes garigo
vadibu (kas ir atSkiriga no garigas vadibas
paradumu Latvija); atzit ka esam mobila draudze;
padarit kafijas galdu draudzigaku un ietvero$aku;
uzzinat no jaunakam paaudzém kadas batu vinu
prasibas no mums; atbalstit Sidrabenes bérnu
nometni; uzzinat ko Grace Toronto baznica dara
sava jauniesu kalpo$an3; rikot 3x3 lidzigas
nedélas nogales gimeném; turpinat Palidziba

Latvijai darbibu; darboties redzamak LatvieSu

centra; izkartot transportu uz Sv. Jana baznicu;

izpétit tehnologijas iespéjas (piem. blog raksti,
timekla un Skype izmanto$ana) kalposana. Aija
noslédz zinojumu ar novérojumu ka ar baznicas
pardoSanu esam atbrivoti no spiedo$am
financialam rdpém un varam atlauties likt lielaku
uzsvaru uz draudzes garigas dzives atbalstiSanu,
bavéjot uz esoSiem pamatiem.

Jautajumi:

1. Vai talaki parrunu datumi tiks izsludinati?
Aija atbild, ka parrunu datumi tiks izsludinati
draudzes zinas. leteikums: sadaltt parrunas pa
gadu gajumiem un pa tématiem. Mac. llze
papildina: Problémas ko més risinam ir kopigas
visam baznicam, valstis kas ir bijuSas vésturiski
kristigas. Pagatné pietika ja baznicam bija
atvértas durvis. Sodien mums jamacas ka
sasniegt cilvékus lai kopigi atrisinatu dzives
jautajumus un bt patiesi pretimnako$a un
ietveroSa draudze. Man ir bijis l0gts sazinaties ar
grupam kas I1dz Sim nav piedalijusas draudzes
dzivé. Tada sakara esmu sarunajusies ar
latvieSiem kas nesen iebraukusi kam ir jau
kadas saites ar draudzi, uzzinat kada veida
palidziba viniem varétu noderét. Vini deva
vairakus piemérus: anglu valodas apgisana,
iesp€jas piedalities sporta, art mazika. Ir art
maksimali svarigi uzzinat no jaunam gimeném
ko vini vélas saviem bérniem. Draudzes locekli
ir atzinusi savas gratibas izprast Bibeles
lastjumus latvieSu valoda. lesp&jams ka Tsas
Bibeles jautajuma un atbildes sesijas pirms
dievkalpojuma veicinatu dzilaku izpratni. Citi
pragmatiski jautajumi gaida atrisindjumus: Sv.
Jana baznica, pieméram, kapnes altara prieksa
rada grutibas sakramenta izdaliSanas reizes.
Mazas atSkirtbas dievkalpojuma norisé aicinas



skaidrojumus, un masu dievkalpojumi turpinas
attistities.

2. Vai butu iespéjams noturét dievkalpojumus
Latviesu centra pensionariem kas tur
pulcéjas? Ari, Centrs ir pazistams
jauniebraucéjiem no Latvijas. Mac. lize
atbild: Noteikti. Pensionaru pulks ir [oti
nozimigs. Sis jautajums ir jau agrak pacelts: ir
svarigi noturét dievkalpojumus kur cilveki jau
pulcéjas un gribétu pie reizes piedalities.
Pieméram, vasaras ménesos daudzi apmeklé
dievkalpojumus Sidrabené, kur vini atpisas
vasarnicas; derétu arT [1dziga veida noturét
dievkalpojumus pensionariem LatvieSu centra.
Voldemars piebilst: mums nakotné bis svarigi
veidot jaunus panémienus, lai sasniegtu tos kas
grib bt dala no masu draudzes, kam latvieSu
saites ir svarigas. Baznicas pardo$ana paver
lieliskas iespéjas izmainam kas mus vienotu
dro$a nakotné. Aktiva pretimnaciba bas |oti
svariga. Mums jauzzin kur madsu draudzes
locekl|i dzivo un darbojas; jaatrod tos kas
atbalsta masu misiju un vélas piedalities misu
darb3a, ieskaitot tos kas nesen iebraukusi no
Latvijas un kam ir véléSanas piesaistities
draudzes dzive. Mums arf jabut atvértakiem
jauktu laulibu gimeném. Mums jaatrod
nodarbibas un tik§anas vietas jaunieSiem.
Sidrabenei ir milzigs pievilcibas spéks
latvieSiem. Pedejos paris gados padome un
Sidrabenes parvalde ir cieSi sadarbojusies abu
laba.

7. Zinojums- Sidrabenes paplasinata
izmantosana: Voldemars Innus ierosina
Sidrabenes paplasinatu izmantoSanu
dievkalpojumiem, lidztekus izklaides nolakiem un
dabas baudai. Voldemars zino ka komiteja izpéta
ka lielo zali Sidrabkalna uzlabotu dievkalpojumiem
un citam vajadzibam. Komiteja darbojas Janis
Ozols, Imants Kivllis, Maureen Kivlis, Linda Lakats,
Ivars Jansons, Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart, Karlis
Blims, Andris Bergvalds, Andrejs GrTnb@rgs,
Voldmars Innus. Inta Briedis un Davids Smits ar1
tiks aicinati piedalities komiteja. Sakot ar 2015. g.
janvari Ir ceréts noturét dievkalpojumus Sidrabené
reiz ménesi. Sidrabene varétu bat viena no vietam
kur veicam draudzes darbu, [1dzas Sv. Jana
baznicas telpam, Kristus Darzam un LatvieSu
centram. Voldemars aicina draudzes locek|u
ieteikumus ka Sidrabeni varétu visizdevigak
izmantot draudzes vajadzibam.

Jautajumi:

1. Cik izmaksas telpu uzlabojumi? Ka tos segs?
Voldemars atbild: uzlabojumi tiktu dalgji
izmaksati no baznicas pardosSanas ienakumiem.
Més varétu art pieteikties uz valdibas pabalstu.

No valdibas ir arT pieejami ltdzekli, ITdz $50,000,
uzlabojumiem kas telpas padaritu pieejamas
tiem ar parvieto$anas gratitbam.

2. Ka més par to samaksasim? Voldemars
atbild: Dal€ji izdevumus segs arT no
ziedojumiem; ja tauta uzlabojumus novertes, tie
bls ar mieru ziedot, ta pat ka tie ziedoja
peldbaseinam un kafejnicai, pasi zinot ka dala
nepiecieSamo lidzek|i ir nodrosinati no citiem
avotiem.

3. Ka ar transporta jautajumu? Dazi draudzes
locekli nespéj noklut uz Sidrabeni. Mums
butu japlano ka viniem izpalidzét. Voldemars
atbild: ja, bUs [oti svarigi atrisinat transporta
jautajumu. Tikko sakam izmantot Sidrabeni
dievkalpojumiem visu gadu apkart bls
japiesaista cilveékus kas bitu ar mieru izpalidzét
ar transportu.

4. Vai parbavem ir jau izstradati konkreti plani?
Voldemars atbild: [1dz Sim ir bijusi viena
sanaksme parrunat dazadas iespéjas. Draudzes
locek|u ieteikumi ir aicinati. Tuvakas zinas varés
pasniegt nakosa ‘Town Hall’ sanaksmeé.

5. Kadas parrunas ir notikusas par parmainam
kas ir paredzétas Sidrabenes telpam?
Voldemars atbild: Bez
iepriekSminétamkomitejas parrunam,
pazistamais arhitekts Viktors Jaunkalns ir
piekritis palidzét izplanot parbaves.

6. Vai Sidrabenei nevajadzétu piederét plasakai
latvieSu sabiedribai, drizak neka tikai Sv.
Andreja draudzei? Voldemars atbild: Nav
planots Sidrabeni atdalit no draudzes.
Sidrabene is neatdalama dala no draudzes un ir
jau iecientta no citu draudzu locekliem, citam
latvieSu organzacijam un visparéjas latvieSu
sabiedribas.

Voldemars noslédz sanaksmi ar ierosinajumu bat
vienotiem nakotnei. Draudzes locekliem tiks
izsOtita aptauja. Vins pateicas Astridai, Aijai, L1gai
un Sarmai par Town Hall sanaksmes izkartoSanu

Astrida pateicas klatesoSiem par piedaliSanos un
slédz sanaksmi 2:25 pp.

lerakstitaja: Gundega Melli




VIDEO PROJEKTS 65. G. JUBILEJAS ZIME

Ka vienu no draudzes 65. g.
pastavéSanas atzimésanas projektiem, un ar1
majas, padome ir apnemusies veidot
dokumentala video. Video ieraksts pasniedz
unikalas izdevibas satvert draudzes darbibu
musu iemilotas baznicas telpas, veidola kas
papildinatu ieprieks izdoto 50.g. jubilejas
gramatu un citus jubilejas pasakumus,
uzskaitTtus draudzes kalendara.

Projekta mérkis batu divkarss: viens
batu sakopot izvilkumus no vairakiem
dievkalpojumiem un sartkojumiem kas atzime
baznicas gada norisi, izmantojot gan jauni
uznemtus filmu materialus, gan arhivalas
bildes. Otrs mérkis butu dot iespéju draudzes
locekliem daltties ar atminam un jatam
saistitas ar baznicu, no personigam un
gimenes vésturém, daudzkart cauri
paaudzem. Blakus Tpasam intervijam, tiks
veidotas iespéjas septembra and oktobra
ménesos visiem draudzes locekliem kas vélas
piedaltties, iefilmét savus anekdotus un
reflekcijas.

Ka inscinétaju padome izvéleja
vidoegrafu Tim Darrell. Dzimis un uzaudzis
Bramptona, Tima karjérs ka videografs saka
veidoties vecaku tévzemé Bermada, kur vins
aizbrauca péc Jork (York) universtates
beigSanas kompozicija. Tur vins Saka

sadarboties ar vietéjiem mazikiem izveidojot
muzikas video ierakstus. Pédéjo desmit gadu
laika vina darba klasts ir paplasinajies, ietilpot
reklamu un dokumentalu filmu izveidoSanu,
ieskaitot televizijas programas izgatavotas
Bermudas valdibas uzdevuma, caur
Bermudas Rasu Attiecibas Iniciativa nodalu.
Tim turpina aktivi darboties Bermuda un
Kanada, un ir ieguvis atzinu ka daudzpuséjs,
iejutTgs un spéjigs video razotajs.

Videografs Tim Darrell

Naciet talka!

Aicinam ikvienu spéjigu darba daritaju talka iztirit miisu baznicas pagrabu un
visas zales!!!

Talka bus kopiga ar igaunu draudzi sakot septembra vidu. Aicinam vidus
skolniekus talka, parakstisim brivratigo darbas stundas lai beigtu vidusskolu.

Ludzu pieteikties pie darbvedes Sarmas Gaides 416-924-1563.

Tuvaka informacija sekos. Paldies par atsaucibu.




COUNCIL CHAIR’S REPORT

We held our third Town Hall in Sidrabene
on July 27, 2014. A lot of information was
shared regarding the activities that were
underway in connection with the sale of
our church and our congregational
transition as a consequence of that. The
Town Hall also provided the opportunity
for congregation members present to ask
questions. Gundega Melli did an
outstanding job of capturing the
discussion that day and | have included
the minutes of that day in this newsletter.

In addition, the teams that we formed to
deal with all of the issues associated with
the sale and transition met on August 13,
2014 to review the current status of their
activities and determine necessary next
steps.

Attendees included: Inta Briedis
(responsible for Ladies Auxiliary
inventory, and oversight of the disposition
of all of our church inventory and
coordinating that with the Estonian
congregation), Edite Sils and Anda Liberis
(responsible for review, assessment and
transfer of church archives and other
related materials), Ojars Sils (responsible
for preparing the general church
inventory), Liga Miklasevics (responsible
for meeting with the St. John's
congregation to plan and implement the
move of our administrative operations to
there), Sarma Gaide (the disposition of our
art work), Davids Smits (responsible for
disposition of our musical instruments),
and Skaidrite Leja (responsible for the
video project to document our
congregational experiences and life in our
church as well as prepare our newsletters
to inform our congregation of our
activities).

The following actions were discussed and

approved:

eInta, with input from Sarma, will identify
the firm or individuals to begin removing
material that is to be discarded. More
than one dumpster will be needed. This
effort will begin on the second floor with
material that is on the stage and under
the stage. The effort will then move to
the basement with input from Edite,
Ojars, and Anda.

eDavids will coordinate the transfer of the
grand piano in the sanctuary to St. John's
church. Davids will also determine where
two other pianos can be temporarily
stored with the idea that they will be
transferred, at an appropriate time, to
Sidrabene. The fourth piano will be
disposed of.

eSarma will manage the transfer of six
paintings to the St. John's church, the
remaining paintings will be bubble
wrapped and stored.

A lot of work remains to address the
condition of our church archives and
related materials. It was determined that
we do not have sufficient time to
complete all needed review, assessment,
compilation and disposition the would
result in a complete and workable church
archive and related composition of
materials. Edite and Anda will work to
organize the material into workable
categories that can be boxed and stored.
This is planned to be completed by
September 15th. At that time they will
need help to move these materials to an
appropriate storage facility with the goal
of completing the archival activity and
review of related materials in a staged
fashion at the St. John's church.

eLiga, and her team, will continue her
meetings with the St. John's group to
plan and implement the transfer of our
administrative office to St. John's church.
Once the costs of the relocation are



known, including costs of the new
telephone line and wifi, she will let us
know.

*A calendar of services and special events
for the months of September and
October was mapped out. Mac. llze and
Skaidrite will establish a list of
congregation members who will be
interviewed for the documentary video;
further opportunities for broader
congregation participation with their
memories will be identified. The calendar
will also be published in the local Latvian
newspapers.

It was determined that we need to
develop, with St. John's, a detailed
calendar of activities for the next year.
The following were identified as the
members of this work group: Pastor llze,
Sarma Gaide, Inta Briedis, and Davids
Smits. Sarma will serve as convener.

| want to thank all of the individuals who
are participating in these work groups.
They are doing an outstanding job in
addressing all of the issues associated
with our change. | also want to thank all
of the congregation members who have
participated in our Town Halls and who
have provided valuable input as we plan
for our future.

We will continue to inform the
congregation of all of the activity
associated with our future plans and we
will continue to seek your input as part of
the process. | look forward to meeting
with you in the fall!

Voldemars Innus
St. Andrews Council Chair

St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Latvian
Church
Town Hall Meeting
Sidrabene Main Hall
Sunday, July 27, 2014 at 1:00 pm

Present: 40 members (as of 1:00 pm)

Meeting is chaired by Astrida Kalnins. Astrida
welcomes those present and invites members to
ask questions regarding information provided in
the presentations. Any questions that can’t be
answered will be recorded and answered in the
Draudzes Zinas Newsletter. Suggestions may be
submitted on post-it notes and handed in at the
end of the meeting.

1. Selling of the Church: Voldemars Innus gives
an update. There is no change in the selling price.
After a full inspection of the Church, Grace Church
has accepted the environmental and physical
condition of our church by waiving those
conditions in the purchase agreement. In order
that members of Grace Church get the financing to
purchase our Church, they need to sell their own
building. Those providing the financing are waiting
upon confirmation of purchase from the buyers of
Grace Church. In accordance with Ontario law, an
environmental study needs to be completed by the
buyer of Grace Church. Study will be completed
by July 31, 2014. August 29t, 2014 is now the
date when Grace Church is to officially agree to
purchase St. Andrew’s Church. Oct. 31stis our last
day in St. Andrew’s Church.

Question: What happens if Grace Church is not
sold? Do we have to renew the purchase
agreement?

Answer by Voldemars: If Grace Church can’t
finalize the financing by these dates, we have the
option of cancelling the agreement, or accepting
additional changes to the dates in the purchase
agreement. \Voldemars adds that a scenario
where Grace Church would back out of the sale
is not likely, as Grace Church has been
aggressively getting permits for renovations of St.
Andrew’s Church.

2. Discussions with St. John’s Church June 23,
2014: Liga Miklasévics gives an overview of the
meeting. A walkabout was done of the building to
see how the space could be used in a co-operative
way. The Sunday school area may be used as an
office; telephone and internet connections need to
be wired in. St. John’s has already been clearing
out some storage areas in order to give storage



space to St. Andrew’s. Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart
and dean emer. Fricis Kristbergs will collaborate
regarding worship. Keys to St. John’s Church will
be issued on August 29t". Karlis Jansons, council
chair of St. John’s Church, has expressed a desire
to look over the co-operative agreement between
St. Andrew’s Latvian and Estonian congregations,
in which all expenses are divided 50/50, with the
exception of telephone and internet (which are
paid separately). The use of tables and chairs
from St. Andrew’s will be discussed at the August
meeting. Damu komitejas (Ladies’ Auxiliaries) will
collaborate. Davids Smits and Brigita Alka will
collaborate regarding the music program. Other
areas requiring planning and co-ordination are:
the bulletin board, table for book sales, storage
cupboard for use by churchwardens, projector.
Throughout her presentation Liga emphasized that
the members of St. John’s Church were very
welcoming, forthcoming and generous. The next
meeting will be in August.

Question #1: What happens to the
commemorative plaques? Answer by Liga:
They will stay in St. Andrew’s Church as they are
part of St. Andrews’ history.

Suggestion: We should not leave the
commemorative plaques as they are of no value to
the purchaser.

Question #2: Will everything be combined in
the future?

Answer by Liga: No, but we will do as much as
possible co-operatively.

Answer by pastor lize. We are not renters but
partners. All expenses will be divided 50/50. Both
congregations will share worship services, with
each congregation taking responsibility for
alternate Sundays (1st and 3 Sundays of the
month, St. John’s, and the 2"d and 4" Sundays, St.
Andrew’s). The church calendar is a joint effort.
Each congregation has its own unique, beloved
traditions and we can become enriched by sharing
these traditions. For example, St. John’s has an
annual rummage sale at Saulaine, St. Andrew’s
“Aid for Latvia” committee hosts a Family Day
brunch, and we serve champagne on New Year’s
Eve. There may be 3 worship services on
Christmas Eve in order to accommodate all
members of our congregations. Patience and
goodwill will lead to a successful collaboration and
interaction between the 2 congregations.

Question #3: Will we be one congregation?
Will we no longer be St. Andrew’s and St.
John’s but a congregation with a new name?

Answer by Liga: This is something for the future.
We need to try out cooperation first.

Question #4: What are we going to pay St.
John’s?

Answer by Liga: All expenses will be paid 50/50.
St. John’s has not asked for money.

3. Inventory of Artwork: Sarma Gaide reports
that inventory of artwork has been completed by
Valda Zobens and Inga Untiks. 6 paintings
considered of value will stay in our collection and
will be displayed with the agreement of St. John'’s
Church. The remainder of artwork pieces will be
put up for sale. Photos of these paintings will be
published in the Draudzes Zinas Newsletter and
advertised in the Latvija Amerika newsletter. St.
John’s Church has expressed a desire to
participate in a silent artwork auction.

4. Inventory of Archives: Anda Liberis gives a
status report. Together with Edrtte Sils, an inventory
is being conducted of all church documents. Anda
reports that the job is much bigger than thought
initially, as the archives are disorganized, and
there are missing and damaged documents. Also,
there is a need to examine which documents are
important. Documents are being categorized into
general categories: minutes of council meetings,
pastor’s reports, Sidrabene, committees and
subcommittees, other organizations. Future
archives need to be categorized accordingly.

Question #1: Where did the information come
from for the 50t Anniversary Book?

Answer by Anda: We searched for the
information. Some of the source materials were
from private collections and have been returned to
their owners. At present it is not yet clear what of
that remains in the church files.

Question #2: Do you need volunteers to help?
Answer by Anda: At the presenttime, no, but it is
possible that we may need help in the future. We
especially need a proper storage area for the
archives. Anda requests that members donate to
the archives, documents (in good condition) that
they have at home.

5. Inventory: Voldemars Innus reports that Ojars
Sils is looking after general inventory by taking
photographs and recording where each item is
located. Grace Church has asked that all items
not attached to the fabric of the building be
removed from the church. Chairs are valuable and
we will need to decide where they could best be
used. Inta Briedis has agreed to be responsible for



making decisions as to what we are keeping, and
what is to be given away.

6. The Future of the Church: Aija Mazsilis
reports on the planning meeting held on June 24,
2014. The committee included church council
members Aija Mazilis, Liga MiklaSévics, Indra
Mertens, Auseklis Zakis, and pastor llze Kupléns
Ewart. The committee brainstormed “What will we
be like in future?” Those present recognized that
we need to be an inclusive and welcoming
congregation. The following ideas were proposed:
maintain Latvian identity, celebrations,
confirmation, and the music program; conduct
services in both English and Latvian with the
possibility of simultaneous translation; embrace
pastor lize’s spiritual leadership (different from
religious practices in Latvia); recognize that we are
a mobile congregation; make coffee time more
inclusive and friendly; find out what the younger
generation needs from us; support Camp
Sidrabene; explore what Grace Church is doing in
their active youth ministry; organize family retreat
weekends similar to “3 x 3”; continue with Aid for
Latvia initiative; establish a presence in the Latvian
Centre; organise transportation to St. John’s
Church; investigate the use of technology (blog,
web, Skype). Aija concludes by saying that with
the selling of the Church,

we no longer have financial worries; we can
embrace spiritual matters and continue building on
what we have.

Question: Will future discussion dates be
advertised?

Answer by Aija: Dates will be advertised in the
Draudzes Zinas Newsletter.

Suggestion: Divide discussions according to
age groups and topics.

Pastor lize adds the following:

The issues we are facing and addressing are
common to all churches in countries that were
historically Christian. In the past, all that was
required of the Church was to have an open door.
Now we need to learn how to reach out to people
in order to address life’s questions and to be a
genuinely welcoming and inclusive congregation.
As | have been asked to reach out to members of
groups we have not focused on, | have met with
some newly arrived people from Latvia, who
already have a link with our congregation. They
suggested for example, English language lessons,
sports, as well as music. Another example of
outreach: it is of utmost importance to find out what
young families want for their children. Members
have shared with pastor llze the difficulty in

understanding Bible readings in Latvian. A
question and answer period before the service
would help facilitate a better understanding. There
are challenges to be addressed when we go to St.
John’s, such as the stairs in front of the altar.
There are differences in our worship style that will
need to be explained, but our worship services are
in the process of evolving.

Question & Comment:

Would it be possible to have church services at
the Latvian Centre for the Latvian Pensioners
Association? Also, newly arrived Latvians are
more familiar with the Latvian Centre.

Answer by Pastor llze: Yes. The Pensioners
group is very important. This is a question | have
raised before. It is important to take worship
services to where the people are. For example,
during the summer months we have many people
who attend services in Sidrabene. We need full
worship services for the Pensioners at the Latvian
Centre would be a necessary addition.

Voldemars adds: We need to do something
different in our future. We need to reach out to
those people who want to be in our congregation,
who want to be in the Latvian milieu, and for whom
this is important. (Sentence removed) The selling
of church has given us a tremendous opportunity
to bring about change that will keep us together
and offer us a secure future. Outreach will be
extremely important. We need to find where our
people are. We need to find the people who are
willing to work with us, including Latvians from
Latvia who have expressed a willingness to
participate. As well, we need to be more
forthcoming and welcoming to mixed-marriage
couples. We need to find venues and activities for
our young people. Sidrabene is a great magnet
for Latvians. There has been great co-operation in
the last 2 years between the Padome and
Parvalde.

7. Greater use of Sidrabene: Voldemars Innus
encourages a greater use of Sidrabene for worship
services as well as for recreational activities and
the enjoyment of nature. Voldemars reports on
work done by the committee that was drawn
together and approved by Council, with a particular
goal to look at how the main hall could be
renovated in order to serve as a sanctuary, and for
other activities as well. Committee members are:
Janis Ozols, Imants Kivlis, Maureen Kivlis, Linda
Lakats, lvars Jansons, pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart,
Karlis Blims, Andris Bergvalds, Andrejs GrTvnbergs,
Voldemars Innus. Inta Briedis and Davids Smits
will be invited to be part of this committee.



Worship services would be held once a month.
We no longer have our church building. This could
be one of the places where we do our
congregational work. We would also do our
congregational work in the Latvian Centre, Kristus
Darzs, and St. John’s Church. Voldemars
welcomes suggestions from members as to how
the space could be used more effectively.

Question #1: What will be the cost of the
renovations? Where is the money coming
from?

Answer by Voldemars: Money from the sale of
the Church would partially cover the renovations.
We would apply for funds from the government.
Funding up to $50,000 can also be requested to
make the building accessible for people with
mobility issues. The rest of the money would
come from fundraising. If people believe in the
value of the project, they will be willing to
contribute, especially if they know that funding is
also coming from other sources.

Question #2: How are we going to pay for this?
Answer by Voldemars: Part of the money will
come from the sale of the Church. The rest will
come from fundraising. If the project is important,
we all need to support it, just as we did for the
swimming pool and the Kafejnica.

Question #3 and suggestion: What about plans
for transportation? It is important to reach out
to people with kindness and let them know that
transportation will be arranged.

Answer by Voldemars: Yes, this is very
important. Once we start using Sidrabene as a
place of worship, we will need to engage people
who could be eager to help with transportation.

Question #4: Are there concrete plans for the
upgrade of the building?

Answer by Voldemars: To date there has been
just one meeting that was a brainstorming session.
Suggestions from the members are welcome. The
plans will be addressed more fully at the next Town
Hall meeting.

Question #5: What discussion has taken place
regarding changes to be made to the building?
Answer by Voldemars: In addition to the
brainstorming that occurred at the first meeting
of the group, Viktors Jaunkalns, a well-known
architect has agreed to help us with this effort
as we consider possible changes.

Question #6: Should Sidrabene not be the
property of Latvian society, not just the St.
Andrew’s congregation?

Answer by Voldemars: We have no plans to
separate Sidrabene from the St. Andrew’s
congregation. Sidrabene is an integral part of
our congregation and is already popular with
members of other congregations and
organizations, and the Latvian community.

Voldemars concludes by saying we need to be
united for the future. A questionnaire will be sent
out to members. Voldemars thanks Astrida, Aija,
Liga and Sarma for helping to organise the Town
Hall meeting.

Adjournment: Astrida thanks members for
attending and adjourns the meeting at 2:25 pm.

Recorder: Gundega Melli
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Do you feel reading in worship services is something you should be doing, but aren’t
confident enough?
Come and join current and future readers for a meeting following the service on
September 21 to be enlightened!

Are you looking for a way of using your artistic and creative talents to use in worship?
Would you like to help create worship?
The time has come to form a worship "leadership team”
All you need to do is sign up and we will organize and time and place to meet!




65th ANNIVERSARY VIDEO PROJECT

As part of several celebratory projects
to mark our 65th anniversary as a
congregation, as well as to memorialize our 60
years of residence in our present home, the
Church Council undertook to support a
commemorative video project. It was felt that a
video would provide unique opportunities to
capture the interaction of the congregation
with our beloved building in a form that would
complement the previously published 50th
anniversary book and other planned events
that are outlined elsewhere in this newsletter.

The goal of the project is twofold: on the
one hand it would record excerpts from many
services and events that mark the passage of
the church year, incorporating recently
recorded footage with archival pictures. A
second purpose of the video would be to allow
congregation members to share memories and
feelings from their personal and family history
associated with the present building,
sometimes through several generations. In
addition to formal interviews with some of the
remaining congregation founders, all
congregation members would be invited to
contribute reflections and anecdotes on filming
dates in September and October.

To execute this project the Council
engaged videographer Tim Darrell. Although
he was born and raised in Brampton, Ontario,
his professional path emerged in his parents
homeland of Bermuda, where he moved after
completing his education in music composition
at York University. Initially his video and sound
engineering experience was accumulated
working with local musicians creating music
videos. In the last decade, commercials and
documentaries became a significant aspect of
his practice, including TV programs created for
the Bermuda Race Relations Initiative of the
Bermuda Cabinet Office. Tim continues to
work in Bermuda as well as developing a
reputation as a skilled and versatile
documentary video producer back in his home
country, Canada.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Beginning with the middle of September we will be organizing a series of work bees, jointly
with the Estonian congregation, to empty the church halls and basement in preparation for
our move.

We need the assistance of every able-bodied helper to accomplish this task. High school
students can accumulate volunteer hours needed for graduation.

Please contact our office administrator Sarma Gaide at 416-924-1563.

Further information will follow. Thanks in advance for your responsiveness!




KALENDARS: SEPTEMBRIS - OKTOBRIS
2014
SEPTEMBRI

Sveétdien, 7. septembri
11:00 Kapu svétki Yorkas kapséta

Svétdien, 14. septembrt
11:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu un
kristibam (Alize Siksna)

Sidrabeneé: Pateicibas diena hamiltonieSiem
11:00 Dievkalpojums (Mac. Davis Kaneps)
12:30 pusdienas (pieteikties pie Valda
Kaulina Iidz 8. Sept) 13:30 “Debess Manna”
koncerts.

Sestdien, 20. septembrt
Sezonas slégsSana Sidrabené

Svétdien, 21. septembri

14:00 Toposu iesvétamo, un vecaku tikSanas
ar macitaju.

15:00 Dievkalpojums

18:00 Koncerts: Jaunie latvieSu makslinieki

Svétdien, 28. septembrt

15:00 Dievkalpojums (abas valodas) ar
dievgaldu.

Péc tam Damu komitejas rikotais “Retro
vakars” (tuvaka informacija sekos)

OKTOBRI

Sestdien, 4. oktobrT
18:00 Koncerts: Artirs Ozolins

Svétdien, 5. oktobrT Plaujas svétku
dievkalpojums

15:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu

Péc tam, plaujas svétku sarikojums augsé€ja
zale Damu komitejas izkartojuma kopa ar
“Town Hall” sanaksmi

Pa starpu koncertés ansamblis “Skanda”

Sveétdien, 12. oktobrT
11:00 Dievkalpojums

Piektdien, 17. oktobrT

“Dievs, Tava zeme deg!” Pieminam tos, kas
devas béglu gaitas pirms 70 gadiem un vinu
muza ieguldijumu trimdas latvieSu
sabiedriba

CALENDAR: SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER

Svétdien, 19. oktobrT
9:30 Anglu valoda
11:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu

Sestdien, 25. oktobrT

15:00 Dievhama nodosanas dievkalpojums
kopa ar igaunu draudzi un Grace Toronto
draudzi. Ar dievgaldu. Dievkalpojuma
piedalisies ari biskaps Michael Pryse.

Svétdien, 26. oktobrT
17:00 Myzikéls svecisu dievkalpojums;
Davids Smits, érgeles

Nedeéla starp 27. un 31. oktobri dievhams bus
pieejams katram no 10-21:00 lai mierigi
pasédétu, pakavétos savas atminas,
pavaditu laiku lugsana.

SEPTEMBER

Saturday, September 20th
Sidrabene season closing event

Sunday, September 28th

15:00 Worship in Latvian and English
followed by a Retro Evening hosted by the
Ladies’ Auxiliary (information to follow)

OCTOBER

Sunday, October 19
9:30 Worship in English

Saturday, October 25th

3:00 Service of thanksgiving together with
the Estonian congregation in honour of our
ministry at St Andrew’s. We will also be
blessing the future ministry of Grace Church.
Bishop Michael Pryse will be present.

Sunday, October 26
17:00 Service of music and prayer

Please note: the sanctuary will be open daily
from October 27-31 from 10:00-21:00 for
prayer and reflection.



