383 JARVIS STREET, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M5B 2C7

TEL. 416 924 1563 FAX. 416 924 3480

2015. G. FEBRUARA ZINAS
AR 2014 GADA PARSKATIEM / WITH 2014 COMMITTEE REPORTS

Draudzes pilnsapulce 2015. gada 1. marta plkst. 12:30
(pec rita dievkalpojuma abas valodas plkst. 11:00)

Sv. Jana baznicas lejas zalé / St. John’s Church lower hall
200 Balmoral Avenue

DARBA KARTIBA:
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6.
7.
8.
9.

Pilnsapulces atklasana
Balsu skaititaju vélesanas
Darba kartibas pienemsana
2014. gada pilnsapulces protokola pienemsana
Zinojumi: 1) Macitaja

2) Padomes priekSnieks

3) Kasieris

4) Komitejas

5) Revizijas komisija

6) Zinojumu pienemsana
2015. gada budzets
Padomes un revizijas komisijas véléSanas
Ierosinajumi turpmakai darbibai
Dazadi jautajumi

10. Pilnsapulces slégsana

AGM- March 1 at 12:30 after worship in both languages at 11:00

AGENDA

Opening of the Meeting
Election of Vote Counters
Approval of Agenda
Approval of 2014 AGM Minutes
Reports : 1) Pastor
2) Council Chair
3) Treasurer
4) Committees
5) Supervisory Committee
6) Approval of Reports
6. 2015 Budget
7. Election of new Council and Supervisory
Committe
8. Suggestions for future activities
9. Other business
10. Closing of the Meeting
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran
Latvian Congregation
Sunday, February 23, 2014
Agenda
. Opening of the Meeting
. Election of the Vote Counters
. Approval of Agenda
. Approval of 2013 2" AGM minutes
. Resolutions:
(i) Offer of purchase of St. Andrew’s
Church by Grace Toronto Congregation
(i1) Governing Council constituent number change
(Second reading)
(iil) Quorum number change
(Second reading)

6. Approval of 2014 Budget
7. Election of new Council and Supervisory
committee
8. Reports and Questions about Reports
9. Other Business
10. Closing of the meeting
1. Opening of meeting by Council chair Voldemars
Innus at 11:55 am. 119 voting members of the
congregation are registered, achieving quorum.
Voldemars Innus thanks members for attending.
2. Election of vote counters: Liga Miklasgvics,
Imants Purvs and Imants Kivlis are unanimously
elected.
3. Approval of the agenda: Atis Bredovskis moves
that the order of the agenda items be changed.
Voldemars Innus explains that the important agenda
items need to be at the beginning (i.e. #5 Resolutions) in
order that they can be dealt with effectively. Anda
Liberis states that she does not accept the agenda, as it
is important for members to hear about last year’s work,
and to have the opportunity to ask questions about the
committee reports. This would help members make a
decision when voting on the resolution.
Moved by Janis Langins, and seconded by Velta
Zvidris that the approval of the agenda be put to a vote.
Velta Zvidris states that the term “Supervisory
Committee” is incorrect, and that it should be called
“Auditing Committee”. Mac. Ilze
Kuplens-Ewart explains that only auditors accredited by
the Ontario government can be called an “Auditing
Committee"). Also, according to the Eastern Synod
regulations, the correct designation is “Supervisory
Committee”. Voldemars Innus then reads out in full
Atis Bredovskis’ recommended agenda. Members vote
with a show of hands to
approve the original agenda: 117 yes, 2 no. Carried
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4. Approval of 2013 2" AGM minutes: Anda Liberis
points out that the full name of each member speaking
must be written in the minutes. Masculine and feminine

endings on surnames must be indicated. Voldemars
Innus invites Anda Liberis to assist in revising the
names. Anda Liberis also points out that there is a lack
of consistency between the Latvian and English
versions, with specific reference to Resolutions 5 (i).
Moved by Voldemars Innus that the 2013 2" AGM
minutes be approved with the above corrections. 118
yes, 1 abstention Carried.

5. Resolutions

(i) Offer of purchase of St. Andrew’s Church by
Grace Toronto congregation:

Voldemars Innus addresses the two documents handed
out to members upon arrival: The Resolution, and
Declaration of Intention. Voldemars Innus explains the
history of events leading up to The Declaration of
Intention. At the Town Hall of Feb. 9, 2014, Council
was assigned to determine what the next steps would be,
should the members vote to sell their church building.
The Declaration of Intention is an official joint
document written by the Council chairs of St. Andrew’s
and St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Latvian congregations. On
Thurs. Feb. 20, 2014, Voldemars Innus received
confirmation from Valda Kalins$ of St. John’s Church
that this document has been approved by St. John’s
Church Council. This document has been approved by
Councils of both churches and their pastors, Revs. llze
Kuplens-Ewart and. F.T. Kristbergs.

Voldemars Innus reviews the events that led to the
Resolution. On Feb. 5, 2014, Council voted
unanimously to accept the offer presented by Grace
Toronto Church.

As the Congregation needs to vote on this, Voldemars
Innus sent out a draft version of the Resolution in the
newsletter (Draudzes Zinas). The draft was then revised
by lawyers Mills and Mills. If the Resolution is
accepted by the Congregation, it will have legal status.
The buyer needs to know that this is a legal document.
Voldemars Innus states that, since an important decision
is being made, the meeting will follow Bourinot'’s Rules
of Order. Since Voldemars Innus has already made his
views known in the crafting of the Resolution, he must
hand over the chair to another member. Voldemars
Innus proposes that Arnis Budrévics take over as chair
for this part of the meeting. Moved by Valdis Skepasts
and seconded by Ojars Sils: Arnis Budrevics to take
over as chair. At 12:17 pm Arnis Budrévics takes over
as chair. He thanks the congregation for their trust. He
advises the congregation that all questions and
comments must be directed to him. He clarifies that the
English version of the Resolution must be voted on, as it
is a legal document. Each member has the opportunity
to speak once. Arnis Budrévics proposes that one
hour be allotted to the discussion of the resolution.
Moved by Janis Langins and seconded by Agris
RobeZnieks. Motion carried unanimously. As chair
of this part of the meeting, Arnis Budrévics will not be
expressing his views.



Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart suggests the singing of
hymns and prayer before the vote takes place. She also
requests, as a point of order, that members refrain from
applauding speakers. Arnis Budrévics reads the
resolution:

RESOLUTION

Introduced by: The Council of St. Andrew's Ev.
Lutheran Latvian Church in Toronto

Whereas the Grace Toronto (Presbyterian ) Church
submitted an offer dated February 5, 2014, hereby
called the “Agreement”, to purchase the St.
Andrew's Lutheran Church located at 383 Jarvis
Street, in Toronto (the “Property”), for the amount
of $4,150,000 (the “Purchase Price”);

AND Whereas the St. Andrew's Ev. Lutheran
Latvian Church Council at the February 5, 2014
Council meeting unanimously approved to accept the
sale of the Property at the Purchase Price;

Now therefore be it resolved that:

1. That the entering into and the completion of
the transactions contemplated by the
Agreement, as may be amended, is ratified
and approved by St. Andrew's Ev. Lutheran
Latvian Church.

2. The Chair of the St. Andrew's Ev. Lutheran
Latvian Church Council is hereby authorized
to do all things and to execute all documents
on behalf of the St. Andrew’s Evangelical
Lutheran Latvian Church in Toronto, as may
be necessary in order to complete the
transactions contemplated in the Agreement.

Moved by Valda Berzin$ and seconded by Ojars Sils
that the members proceed with the resolution.
Motion carried.

Speakers:

Alfons Kalns states that it is important to understand
the reason for this resolution. Alfons Kalns reads a
statement from his daughter Dina Kalns. The statement
concludes with her proposal:

“The sale of St. Andrew’s church to Grace Church is
based on the certain understanding that St. Andrew’s
church council will take immediate and concrete steps
to initiate discussions (both from the practical and legal
perspective) with St. John’s Church council for the
amalgamation/merger of our two congregations and the
creation of a new Toronto Latvian Lutheran
congregation.

Arija Purvs-Roze addresses the evaluation of the
church organ. Replacement cost is $1.3M. She asks if
Council has shown the written evaluation to Grace

Church. The offer by Grace Church does not show any
money offered for the organ. Arija Purvs-Roze
proposes that Council negotiate a price for the organ
with Grace Church. We still have time to negotiate, as
the Estonian congregation will vote on this offer at their
AGM at the end of March.

Answer by Voldemars Innus: The offer of purchase
includes everything “as is”. He explains that the
evaluation was done by Alan Jackson & Co., the firm
recommended to Council by Arija Purvs-Roze. The
evaluation came back as follows: replacement value
(brand new organ) is $1.3M. On the recommendation
of the Estonian Council, the evaluation was not shown
to Grace Church, as the value for the organ of $20K -
$30K was low. Even though the organ was not
specifically discussed in the negotiations with Grace
Church, the offer of $4.15M exceeds the official
evaluation of the church building at $4.1M.

Voldemars Innus further adds that, as to what will
remain in the Church still has to be worked out. Items
paid for by government grants must remain, for
example, the sound system. Everything that the
congregation paid for will be taken with us. As
discussed with Grace Church, an inventory will be taken
of all items that stay, and all items that will be taken
with us, such as the Steinway grand piano paid for by
the Estonian and Latvian congregations.

Arija-Purvs Roze objects to Voldemars Innus’
explanation of the organ value and states that the organ
value has not been correctly interpreted and explained
and asks to speak again to clarify the value. Voldermars
Innus states that for the moment we have enough
information on the evaluation of the organ.

3. Atis Bredovskis states that in the Declaration of
Intention, Council has not officially stated what is going
to happen to the congregation in the future. Concrete
proposals are needed. He also points out that the term
“Church” in the Resolution, is used incorrectly, stating
that the term ”Congregation” should be used instead.
Answer by Voldemars Innus: The term “Church” is
used in the Deed. Legal documents must match the
Deed exactly. Mac. Ilze Kupléns-Ewart confirms this.
Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart asks Council chair
Voldemars Innus to elaborate on what has been done to
this point with regard to concrete proposals for the
future of the congregation. Voldemars Innus expresses
his disagreement with Atis Bredovskis’ comments,
pointing out that clearly concrete steps have been
outlined in the Declaration of Intent. We will be going
to St. John’s church if we vote to sell our church. In
agreement with Atis Bredovskis, it is true we do not
know where we will be in 5 years’ time. Will we have
merged with St. John’s Church? Will we be in a
different location? Of all the alternatives offered at the
Town Hall, it was clear that the majority of members



wanted to go to St. John’s Church. Some members
want to merge right away, others do not wish this to be
the end point. This is a sensitive issue. It is the
Congregation that will decide the future, not Council.
Council has been working intensively on this issue since
last April’s Town Hall meeting. At the Town Hall
meeting on Feb. 9, 2014, members gave Council the
mandate to approach St. John’s Church Council. Arnis
Budrévics thanks Voldemars Innus for the explanation
and directs the questions back to discussion of the
Resolution.

Guntis Ezers asks for clarification on whether this is a
joint resolution of the Latvian and Estonian
congregations, and what details are included in the
Agreement of Purchase. Will members see the entire
agreement?

Answer by Arnis Budrévics: Members will not see the
entire agreement prior to voting, as Council has been
mandated to deal with all the details. Voldemars Innus
then gives examples of details included such as
environmental study. However, the three important
points of information are: the price ($4.15M), the
closing date (Apr. 5, 2014), and our last day in the
building (last day of October). Council will work out
the administrative details.

Uldis Zommers points out that the final Agreement of
Purchase was promised by Mills & Mills before the
AGM. Members need to see the entire agreement
before we vote. There could be important details that
need to be discussed. Voldemars Innus then reads aloud
the topics covered in the agreement.

Péteris Kusmanis proposes a 10 minute break. After
the break, Arnis Budrévics continues to chair the
meeting, requesting that only members who are not in
Council speak to the Resolution.

Anneli Kusmanis expresses heartfelt feelings for the
place of this church in her life. However, she notes that
it is difficult for the younger generation to meet here.
The building itself will not keep the congregation
together. There have been various initiatives such as
“The Gathering” and “Crossroads”. The younger
generation is able to keep the congregation together no
matter where we are. It would be better to keep St.
Andrew’s congregation and not merge with St. John’s
church. Another venue could be found. We need to put
our trust in Council. She encourages members to
communicate freely with council members.

Ligita Steinmanis asks for clarification in how many
votes are required for the Resolution to pass. Ligita
Steinmanis also asks if it is necessary to vote twice, in 2
separate AGMs. Arnis Budrévics answers: 2/3 of the
119 voting members registered .

Mac. Ilze Kupléns-Ewart brings up a point of order:
We have the right to know the quorum before we vote.
Arnis Budreévics states that we need 100 voting
members. Quorum is 75 voting members. Voldemars
Innus states that in the past the quorum is determined

by the number of members present at the time of voting.
There must be 75 voting members for the AGM to be
legal.

We do not need to vote twice on the

Resolution, as it is not a constitutional change.

Atis Bredovskis states that there are two versions of the
Resolution and points out the Resolution received today
should have been received by members 10 days before
the AGM. Voldemars Innus explains that we are
voting on the Resolution as it was read today.

Regarding the earlier version that was sent out,
members were advised that there could be revisions in
the wording by our lawyers.

Davids Smits, chair of the Music Committee, speaks to
the demographic changes resulting in our present
situation. We need to keep in mind that we do not want
to leave a burden for the next generation. There are
many treasured things that we will have to leave behind,
such as the stained glass windows and the organ. He is
confident that the Grace Church congregation will value
these things. The Music Committee is responsible for
the musical instruments and technical devices including
microphones (other than the sound system paid for by
government grants). There are 3 pianos that will come
with the congregation: the Steinway grand, the grand
piano on the stage, and the upright Yamaha on the main
floor and will be valuable in the future life of the
congregation. He offers his assistance and advice to
Council.

Aina Budrévics comments that if our situation does not
improve over the next few years, we may not have a
buyer. She gives her support to the Resolution. The
future is not in the repair of the building, but selling the
building and creating something new in the future for
our congregation.

Anda Liberis supports the views expressed by the
younger generation. However, she feels that the order
of the agenda should have been changed. If we vote to
sell the church, the most difficult work is just beginning.
Up until now, our congregation’s identity has been
associated with this church building, for example, the
windows on our church logo, and this will need to
change. What is needed is spiritual strength,
participation, collaboration and commitment.
Commitment, duty, devotedness and loyalty need to be
placed above convenience. In order for our
congregation to survive in this time of transition,
working together is important.

All present are invited to participate in the work of the
congregation.

Arnis Budrevics announces that the one hour time limit
for the discussion of the resolution is up, and that it is
time to vote.

Ojars Sils proposes that the quorum be determined
prior to voting. Imants Purvs



reports that he has discussed this matter with the other
official vote counters: 2 things must be determined: the
quorum and the 2/3 necessary for the resolution to be
carried. Imants Purvs proposes that the voting process
be carried out in this way: members will cast their
ballots, and the vote counters will count the ballots. If
there are 75 ballots, quorum will have been achieved.
Then the second step is to count all the ballots and
mathematically determine if 2/3 has been achieved.
Motion carried.

Mac. llze Kuplens-Ewart suggests the singing of a
hymn prior to voting. Davids Smits leads members in
the song and prayer “Nac Jeézu Tu par paligu” (#421).
Mac. llze Kupléns- Ewart leads members in prayer,
asking God to accept our prayers, and by the presence
of His spirit to show us what we should do, and to give
us the grace and strength to fulfill it. Arnis Budrévics
reads the Resolution to be voted on. Members are to
indicate with a checkmark either “yes” or “no” on the
ballot provided. During the voting process, members
sing the hymn “Dievs ir miisu ceriba” (#220).

Atis Bredovskis proposes that we continue with the
next 2 resolutions while the votes are being counted, as
these resolutions have nothing to do with the vote.
Moved by Guntis Bérzins, seconded by Arnis
Budrévics. Carried.

Voldemars Innus resumes the chair.

5 (ii) Governing Council constituent number change
(Second reading)

Until such time as the Ontario Not-for Profit-
Corporations Act, 2010 comes into force, the minimum
number of members of the congregation council shall be
twelve, with no fewer than one third of the members
retiring each year. Retiring members of the
congregational council may be re-elected. Moved by
Guntis Beérzins. Seconded by Atis Bredovskis.
Voting takes place by the raising of hands.

Motion carried unanimously.

5 (iii) Quorum number change (Second reading)

To reduce the quorum requirement at all general
meetings from 75 to 50 congregation members in
good standing at the time of the meeting. (Second
reading) Until such time as the Ontario Not-for-Profit-
Corporations Act, 2010 comes into force, the quorum
for annual or special congregational meetings shall be
fifty members in good standing.

Moved by Arnis Budrévics. Seconded by Guntis
Berzins. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Approval of the 2014 Budget

Atis Bredovskis proposes that the review of the
Financial Report and the Supervisory Committee
Report be carried out before approval of the 2014
budget. Seconded by Alfons Kalns. Carried.

Reports and Questions about Reports (#8 on original
agenda)

(i) Council chair Voldemars Innus thanks members
for coming to this meeting as well as participating in the
two Town Hall meetings. This has been a very active
year for Council in developing the resolution we are
voting on. We listened to everyone’s questions,
concerns, differences of opinion and advice. The
wonderful work outlined in the various committee
reports will continue in the future, and our work will be
even better in the future if we accept the offer of Grace
Church.

Arnis Budrévics resumes the chair

For agenda item 5(i) Resolution.

Imants Purvs gives the results of the vote:
129 registered voting members

Quorum has been achieved.

115 votes: YES

14 votes: NO

Resolution 5 (i) is carried.

The ballots will be destroyed.

Moved by Alfons Kalns.

Seconded by Eriks Kleperis.

Arnis Budreévics leaves the chair.

Voldemars Innus resumes the chair.
Congregation sings “Pie rokas nem un vadi” (#427)

Janis Langins offers a vote of thanks to Council chair
Voldemaas Innus and Council for the work in
accomplishing this difficult task. Janis Langins proposes
that members express their gratitude to Council chair
Voldemars Innus and Council for their hard work and
wish them strength in future challenges. Members
affirm their gratitude with applause. Voldemars Innus
thanks congregation members.

Meeting resumes with
Reports and Questions about Reports
(#8 on original agenda)

Anda Liberis notes that there is no report from
Council. The minutes from the Town Hall meeting of
Feb. 9, 2014, should have been included in the reports.
She is also concerned that 120 members have been
considered “inactive”. What were the criteria for
putting these members on the inactive list. How will we
deal with this situation in the future? Her 3™ question is
regarding the work of Zelta Pakava (Golden Horseshoe)
committee and who is the representative from our
congregation?

Answer Voldemars Innus: He apologises for not
submitting a Report from Council. The “inactive”
members' list was created in order to determine an
accurate number of congregational members. A small



committee of council and congregational members
looked carefully at the list of members to determine
who has been inactive for 3 or more years, who doesn’t
donate, and who does not participate in any Church
activities. These criteria were not applied to members
who are now in Kristus Darzs. A carefully worded letter
was sent out to the members, asking about future
participation in the Church, and gave examples of how
they could participate. Only one person responded. The
“inactive members” are still a part of our congregation.
Anda Liberis asks if these people have been contacted,
as perhaps they need help. Mac. Ilze Kupléns-Ewart and
Uldis Zommers have been reaching out to the people on
this list. Mac. Ilze Kupléns-Ewart addresses the
question regarding Zelta Pakava (Golden Horseshoe)
Committee. There have been 2 meetings. Velta Zvidris
is our representative and takes the minutes at these
meetings. The response to these meetings has been
positive. The committee will be looking at
demographics, i.e. where our members live. Work is
ongoing. Our collaboration with St. John’s Church is a
result of the groundwork established at these meetings.
Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart will report on her meeting
with rev. F.T. Kristbergs regarding solutions to be
developed for the merging of the two congregations.
Anda Liberis requests that Council continue to address
the needs of the “inactive members”, and that there
needs to be better communication, in order that we don’t
lose more members.

Atis Bredovskis asks treasurer Ingrida Vairogs why the
balance sheets do not balance. Treasurer Ingrida
Vairogs states that the report has been submitted. Every
effort was made to find the difference. She will continue
to sort out the issue, and as soon as it is accomplished,
the Congregation will be notified. She notes that she
has not had time to review the report of the Supervisory
Committee, as she just received it prior to the meeting.
Atis Bredovskis asks where the Future Funds ($800 for
each 0f 2012, 2013,2014) appear in the balance sheet.
Ingrida Vairogs replies that these funds are future
funds for LELBA, and do not appear in the balance
sheets. Atis Bredovskis proposes that “Future Funds”
should be called “Future Funds for LELBA” in order to
avoid confusion.

Atis Bredovskis addresses the costs associated with
(Sidrebenes Kafejnica) Sidrabene's Cafe. It cost over
$250,000 to build, yet the earnings are only $2,258.
There are requests for money for repairs.

Valdis Kaulin§ answers the question regarding the
Cafe. It was not built for the purpose of generating
profits, but rather to serve a social hub for the Latvian
community. This summer, in conjunction with the Song
Festival, Sidrabene will be hosting 300 participants
from Latvia. They will be receiving their meals in the
Cafe.

Anita Bredovskis asks if the monies generated from
parties held in the Cafe is shown under “earnings” or
“rental income”. Valdis Kaulin§ answers the money is
“rental income”, a percentage of which stays with
Sidrabene. The Cafe needs to be staffed from Friday to
Sunday. We have a contract in this regard.

Anita Bredovskis asks why are the Cafe's earnings are
so low and who gets the profits? Valdis Kaulin$
answers that the profit stays in Sidrabene.

Inta Briedis asks about the swimming pool/splash pad
costs and the cost of the splash pad upgrade. Valdis
Kaulins: $19,000.

Arnis Budrevics proposes that questions about the
budget should wait until the balance sheets are
balanced. In the spirit of cooperation, we should not
vote on accepting the budget today and acknowledge
that it as a work in progress.

Motion by Arnis Budrevics that the 2014 Financial
Statement be received by the AGM with the
understanding that Council will bring it into order
within 3 months and report to the AGM. Seconded
by Inta Briedis. Carried.

Anda Liberis asks for clarification of the name of the
person in charge of Sidrabene’s camp kitchen and Cafe:
Eriks Maldonis or Eriks Malderis? Valdis Kaulins will
check into the correct spelling.

Ladies’Committee/Damu komiteja report: No
questions.

Sidrabene's Retreat and Recreation Centre:

No Questions

Camp Sidrabene: No Questions

Aid to Latvia/Palidziba Latvijai: Anete Ivsin§ reports
that all agency agreements have been completed except
for the Prison, which didn’t receive any money. These
have not yet been seen by Velta Zvidris of the
Supervisory Committee.

Supervisory Committee Report by Velta Zvidris:
Velta Zvidris reads the report handed out to members at
beginning of meeting, stating that an interim audit for
the six months ending June 30, 2013, was not
completed, since no requisite documents were
submitted. Voldemars Innus, as a point of order,
reminds members that it was agreed that these numbers
would not be taken into account until after the 3 month
review period. Appreciation is expressed for the
Supervisory Committee’s Report. Putting the two
reports together (i.e. Supervisory Committee Report and
Financial Statement) will give a good result for the 3
month review. Voldemars Innus moves that the
Supervisory Committee’s Report be accepted as
presented. Velta Zvidris feels it is important for the
members to know that there is not a $61,362.50
difference. Voldemars Innus moves that the report be
accepted as presented and put together with the
previous motion, that within a 3 month period this
issue be resolved..Seconded by ?. Motion carried



Music Committee Report: Davids Smits, gives an
overview of the work done by the Music Committee,
highlighting musical events and special services such as
“The Gathering” that were organized in collaboration
with mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart.

Questions regarding the organ were dealt with. The
choir has performed at important celebrations, including
services in Sidrabene. This year there were new choir
members, some of whom were from Latvia.

As there are so few members in the choir, it was decided
not to have a spring concert. Inactive members of the
congregation are invited to participate in the life of the
congregation. In our concerts use was made of the
organ, piano and sound system. In October, Vaira
Gertners was invited to assist in leading the choir. She
taught the choir the Christmas program which was
performed at the Christmas Eve service and at the
Christmas celebration (Ziemsvétku Eglite). Under the
direction of Vaira Gertners, the choir is currently
learning the Song Festival Sacred Music Concert
program. Practices are from 7:00 to 9:00 pm on
Wednesday evenings in the Church. The goal of the
choir is to serve God with music. There can be no
higher goal than to praise God. Members of the
congregation are invited to join the choir.

Presentations: Voldemars Innus

recognizes Council members who are leaving.
Voldemars Innus thanks and presents flowers to Valdis
Kaulins for the many years of devotion to the Church,
dedication to the Council and to Sidrabene. Members
affirm their gratitude with applause. Valdis Kaulin$
thanks Council for supporting Sidrabene.

Voldemars Innus presents flowers to Daila Dzintars,
thanking her for the important role she played in the
committee that dealt with various legal issues dealing
with the Church or Sidrabene. She has agreed to
continue to help in these matters. Members affirm their
gratitude with applause.

Motion to accept reports: Moved by Alfons Kalns.
Seconded by Imants Kivlis.
Carried unanimously.

7. Election of New Council Members

Voldemars Innus proposes Imants Kivlis and Arnis
Budrévics. Moved by Atis Bredovskis. Seconded by
Eriks Kleperis.

Existing members of Council do not need to be re-
elected, as the old statues are still in force.

9. Other Business

Voldemars Innus invites mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart to
report on the discussions held at the request of Council,
with prav. em. F.T. Kristbergs at St. John’s Church. A
draft has been created of a calendar of events that goes

up to Easter 2015 to show what our collaboration would
be like. Guidelines were offered by the Councils of
both churches. The two congregations would attend
services, with responsibility for services alternating
between the two congregations. Special Holy Days
would be organized jointly, such as Christmas and
Easter. Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart emphasizes the
importance of using Sidrabene as a spiritual growth
centre. She invites members to help. The 1%t and 314
Sundays would be the responsibility of St. John’s
congregation, and the 2" and 4% Sundays would be the
responsibility of St. Andrew’s congregation. There is
the possibility of a service in Sidrabene the 15 Sunday
of the month.

Dace Stripnieks emphasizes that this information
should be kept confidential, as it is strictly in draft form.
Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart confirms these comments and
states that this is only stage one of the entire process.

Ingrida Vairogs thanks the Supervisory Committee for
the detailed work in trying to discover the discrepancy
in the balance sheets. She states that she has established
guidelines as to where the discrepancy is, and it would
not affect the budget. The budget cannot be ratified
today but the balance sheet will be in order soon.

Peteris Kusmanis asks for clarification as to when the
alternating services would start.

Mac. llze Kuplens-Ewart answers that the last service in
our church would be at the end of October. The first
time our congregation met was at the end of the October
(Reformation). Final arrangements have not yet been
made. It’s possible the service could be on a Saturday.
Maija Kuze invites members to volunteer to read the
scriptures in church. Please give one week’s notice
either to Maija Kuze or Sarma Gaide.

Anda Liberis informs members that it is the 65®
anniversary of our church, and she requests that Council
take steps to organize a 65™ anniversary celebration.
This is especially important as it is the last year we will
be in St. Andrew’s church.

Atis Bredovskis asks about voting for the members of
the Supervisory Committee.

Voldemars Innus answers that the same members will
continue on.

Sandra Kleperis-Thiele informs members that Camp
Sidrabene will be 3 weeks long due to this summer’s
Song Festival. Information bulletins are available.

Voldemars Innus thanks members for attending. He
invites members to assist as we build our plans for the

future.

Motion to adjourn: Guntis Bérzins.



Seconded by Rita RobeZnieks.
Meeting adjourned 2:46 pm
Recorders: Gundega Melli and Aija Mazsilis

Macitajas zinojums 2015.g. Sv Andreja draudzes
pilnsapulcei

Sestdien, 21. februart aicinu Jiis uz parrunam
par jautajumu: “Kas ir draudze? Ko nozime — piederét
draudzg?” Isos vardos, draudze ir Dieva bérnu saime,
Kristus macekli, kas ir Svéta Gara iedvesmoti kalpot
debesu valstibai. Vienkarsakos vardos — draudze sastav
no cilvékiem, kurus Dievs mil bez nosacijumiem. “Bet
Dievs mil katru!”, kads gribgs iebilst. Ja, bet draudze
piederigie saredz Jézi to, kur$ maca un darbojas ta ka
Dievs. Tie velas sekot JEzum, jo tie vina saredz vairak
neka to, ko sastop ikdiena. Tie nopietniba interesgjas par
to, ko Jézus dara un v€las iepazit vina macibas tuvak.
Dieva un Jézus speku, kas aktivi darbojas cilvéka un no
ka rodas apzina, ka Dievs nav svess un nepazistams, un
ka Jézum var sekot arT Sodien, sauc par Svéto Garu. Ta,
Sveta Gara mudinati, laudis sanak kopa un veido
saimes, draudzes, sadraudzibu, kur tie atrod atbalstu un
specinajumu dzivot savu dzivi radikali citada veida. Tas
ir — pieveérst uzmanibu tiem, kuri griitibas, ieklausities
otra, davinat savu laiku tiem, kam to vajag, aizstavet
apspiestos, dzivot apzinigi, lukojot neizskeérdet dabas
resursus un cinities par taisnibu pasaul€. Spgja to dart
ir Dieva laipnibas un Z€lastibas davana.

Vai tu Jausi man tev kalpot,

darit ta, ka Jézus mums?
Lidz, lai nepietritkst man spéka,
biit tam, kam nu kalpo tu!

Katram pasam ir atbildiba to uztvert un iedzivinat,

bet draudzes
uzdevums ir censties palidz&t draudzes locekliem to
panakt. Piederét draudze sekmé aktivi darboties, ta lai
1stenotu Jezus teikto saviem sekotajiem: “Ne jiis
izraudzijat mani, bet es jus izraudziju un liku, ka jis ejat
un auglus nesat un ka jisu augli paliek, lai visu, ko jis
vien ligtu mand varda no Téva, vins jums dotu. Es jums
to pavelu: miliet cits citu!” (Jaga ev.15:16.,17)

Dzilaks kontakts ar draudzi rodas galvenokart

Ipasos gadijumos, bet procentuali mazs skaits miisu
draudzes loceklu regulari piedalas draudzes dzive.
Iemeslu tam netriikst: laika trilkums, stress, citi
pienakumi, attalums. Neatliek laika svetdienas rita nakt
uz baznicu vai trukst parliecino$u argumentu, lai atkal
s€stos masia un brauktu pils€tas centra virziena.
Tomer, vai nav ta, ka katrs, kas apzinatos un Jautu sev
piedzivot dzilaku draudzes nozimi un saistibu, daritu
savu dzivi nozimigaku? Tie, kas to ir sakusi piekopt
izjuit starpibu. Vini konstatg, ka, sanakot kopa meklgjot

Jezu, atklajas jauni dzives slani un paradas jauns
skatTjums uz sevi un uz dzivi. Vai Jums ir kadi
ieteikumi, ka to panakt?

No jauna skatities uz miisu uzdevumu ir pasi
svarigi tagad, kad mums visiem ir griiti Skirties no
iemilota dievnama, kur tik daudz piedzivots. Ar pratu
var pienemt, bet ar jiitam iet lenak. Tiem, kuriem
dievnams bijis Tpasi nozimigs, skirSanas piedzivojums
atspogulo klasisko s€roSanas procesu: pretestibu,
dusmas, kaulésanos, depresiju, un pienemsanu (denial,
anger, bargaining, depression, acceptance. Skat. http://
grief.com/the-five-stages-of-grief/ ).

Katrs atrodas kaut kur $aja procesa un katra celS pa So
jiitu diapazonu ir jarespekte. Tomer esmu parliecinata,
ka aktivas draudzes pieejas meklgjuma un attistiba
atradisim celu uz nakotni. Ta mums dos virzibu un
pamatojumu, kas nesis bezgala daudz svétibas, ja fokuss
nebis vairs uz misu jiitam, bet uz Jézus aicinajumu.

Draudzes darbs nebiitu iesp&jams bez laudim,
kas ziedo savu brivo laiku draudzes laba. Izsaku
pateicibu brivpratigajiem darbiniekiem: draudzes
padomei ar prieksseédi, Voldemaru Innusu;
pe€rminderiem ar vecako, Gunti Bérzinu; draudzes darba
grupam un komitejam: damu komitejai ar priekSnieci,
Intu Briedi; “Palidziba Latvijai” komitejai ar priekssédi,
Aneti Ivsinu; Sidrabenes nometnes komitejai ar
priekssédi, Lindu Lakatu; Sidrabenes parvaldei ar
ilggadgjo prieks$nieku, Valdi Kaulinu, kopa ar
sidrabenieSiem, kas atbalsta darbibu vasaras ménesos.
Pateicos arT miisu algotajiem darbiniekiem un priecajos
par kolegialo sadarbibu: draudzes administratorei,
Sarmai Gaidei; miizikas nozares vaditajam un
érgelniekam, Davidam Smitam un ansambla dirigentei,
Vairai Gertnerei; Sidrabenes parvaldniekam, Andrejam
Grinbergam; dievnama apkopéjai, Ritai Ziedinai. Sogad
vel japieskaita klat tie, kas palidzgjusi $aja parejas
posma: Anda Libere, Edite Sila un Rita Apse, galvenas
draudzes archiva veidotajas un dokumentu skirotajas, ar
palidzém Ilgu Gulbi, Intu McCaughey, Ingridu Kalninu
un Vairu Gertneri, kas kartojusi kora nosu krajumus.
Inta Briede un Ojars Sils palidzgja risinat praktiskus
jautajumus attieciba uz mantam. Vini visi ir veltfjusi
neatmaksajamu laiku un zinasanas.

Talak parskats rakstits péc vadlinijam, ko
izmantoju zinojumiem draudzes padomes sédem.

1. Dievkalpojumi.
Vienalga, cik rosiga ir draudze, tas darbibas

centra ir dievkalpojums. Tur sanak dazadu vecumu
laudis ar dazadu dzives pieredzi un tiek stiprinati ar
vardu un sakramentu, lai pasaul€ izejot, tie varétu pildit
savu uzdevumu — atspogulojot Kristus telu, kalpot
citiem, ka vin§ mums kalpojis. Dievkalpojuma godinam
Dievu un tapéc tie, kuriem uzticeta dievkalpojuma
vadiSana, apzinoties savu lielo atbildibu, pilas, lai tas
bitu tik labs, cik vien iesp&jams. Dievkalpojumu skaits
un dievludzgju skaits ir atseviski noradits.
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Kops 1970. gadu vidus, Sv. Andreja draudzg ir
bijusi atseviski anglu valodas dievkalpojumi.
Lai gan tiem bija loti liela pretestiba, tos stingri
aizstaveja ta laika draudzes macitaji, lai lautu
draudzes locekliem, kas precgjusies ar
nelatvieSiem, turpinat saistibas ar draudzi.
Tomer anglu valodas dievkalpojumi palika
zindma pabérna loma. Turpretim, p&€d&jos gados
divvalodu dievkalpojumi Sidrabeng ir
uzrunajusi ieveérojamu skaitu dievludzgju.

Bija ar1 redzams, ka dievluidzgju skaits pieauga
Ziemsvetku vakara dievkalpojuma, kad
pargajam uz divvalodu dievkalpojumu, un ka
skaits samazinajas dievkalpojuma, kas bija tikai
anglu valoda. Tade| draudzes padome
pagajusaja rudeni mani ltidza sakt regulari
veidot divvalodas dievkalpojumus, kas lautu
visiem draudze vienlaikus piedalities
dievkalpojuma. Sada izkartojuma
nepiecieSamibu arT apstiprina tadi notikumi ka
béres. Pati varu konstatgt, ka, kops esmu Sv.
Andreja draudzes macitaja, esmu novadijusi ne
vairak ka 1% no visam bérém tikai latvieSu
valoda. Liikojam atrast dievkalpojuma
izkartojumu, kas liturgija atstaj pamata
elementus latvieSu valoda, bet kur vards tiek
sludinats abas valodas, lai katrs kaut ko
panemtu sev lidz. Pateicos par jiisu
noverojumiem un ieteikumiem.

Citi 1pasie dievkalpojumi: Kopa ar lietuviesu
rom. katolu biskapa vietnieku, Msgr Edmond
Putrimas, parveidojam Aizvesto pieminas
dievkalpojuma kartibu, kas nebija mainita kop$
kadiem 1970-ajiem gadiem. Dievkalpojums
notika miisu dievnama un, pieminot smago
politisko situaciju, kas veidojas Ukraina ar
Krievijas iebrukumu, piedalijas arT ukrainu
sabiedribas parstavji un garidznieks. Kopa ar
Hamiltonas Kristus draudzes macitaju, Davi
Kanepu, izveidojam Dziesmu svétku
ekumenisko dievkalpojumu, Hamiltonas
anglikanu baznica, Soreiz kopa ar katedrales
draudzi. Dievkalpojuma piedalijas LELBaL
archibiskaps E.E. Rozitis, ka arT bijusais
Niagaras anglikanu diecézes biskaps Ralph
Spence. Turpinu vadit dievkalpojumus Kristus
Darza.

Loti priecajos par labo sadarbibu ar miisu
¢rgelnieku un ansambla vaditaju, ka arT ar miisu
p€rminderiem. Vinu devums nes svétibu visai
draudzei.

2.MaciSana

Sogad Klusa laika pardomas savijam kopa ar
Kanadas apgabala konferenci, kas notika Sv.
Jana draudzes telpas. Referents bija LELBA

Rietumu apgabala pravests, Karlis Zols, kurs
uzrunaja Zimigus jautajumus un ieskatus par
temu: “Bibeli lasot, Bibele lasa miis.”

Iesvetes macibas turpinajas lidz vasarai.
Pateicos Kalnu/Kalninu gimenei par viesmilibu,
gadajot iesvetamiem vietu, kur rikot savu saietu,
ka art Ligai Miklasevicai, kura atsak macit
jauniesacgjus. 2014. gada pilnsapulces parskata
noradiju, ka 2015. gada nebis iesvetibu.
Iesvétes macibas ir iesakusi Markus Keon,
Emils Lusis-Zondo, ka ari Pauls un Jekabs
Sulcs, kurus iesvétis Klivlandg, kur dzivo
vairums vinu piederigo. lesvétibas biis 2016.g.

Sidrabenes nometné atkal vargju vadit Bibeles
stundas bérniem, kur mans amatbralis Davis
Kaneps izpalidzgja, kad man nebija iesp&jams
ierasties.

CieSanu laika izsiitiju “Domu graudus” lietojot
"Mail Chimp", lai palidzétu draudzes locekliem
ievirzit savas domas uz §1 gada laika dzilo
nozimi.

3. LiecinaSana

2. aprili novadiju pusdienas laika meditaciju St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian baznica, Simcoe St, tad
5. aprilt svétbridi LNAK sesija

Novadiju sveétbrizus pie krituso varonu
pieminekla Saulaing€ 10. maija un 8. novembri,
Valsts svétkos LatvieSu Centra un svetbrizus
Centra penzionariem. Piedalijos Melnas lentes
dienas akta Budapest Park (Central Eastern
Europe Committee), un Daugavas vanadzu
svetkos "Vasarai aizejot", Sidrabeng.

Svetbridis Jana Ozollapas pazinu stiprinasanai
Sidrabeng.

Sv. Andreja dievnama: “Béglu stasti, misu
stasti”, vakars veltits 70 gadiem kops latviesi
devas beglu gaitas no Latvijas uz Vaciju un
Zviedriju. Esmu parliecinata, ka iepazities ar
notikumu dzilako nozimi palidz&s mtsu
sabiedribai izprast trimdas nozimi no cita redzes
loka. No daudziem esmu dzirdg&jusi, ka Sis ir
bijis viens no nozimigakajiem pasakumiem, kas
te rikots ped&jos gados. Kaut gan tas nebija
paredzets ka dievkalpojums, biitiba vakars tads
izveidojas. Plasa klatesoSo skaita piedalijas
laudis no visam paaudzém, visam draudzem, ka
ar1 tadi, kas nepieder neviena draudze, un kort
dziedaja parstavji no visiem Toronto koriem.
Bija arkartigi liels prieks un gandarijjums
sadarboties ar apdavinatiem cilveékiem, kas
saredzgja vakara jégu.



Tikos ar Latvijas Republikas vestnieku, Juri
Audarinu, lai parrunatu nepiecieSamibu uzrunat
un uznemt ta saucamas “otras” latvieSu
imigracijas loceklus miisu loka. Saredzu, ka
$im ir jabiit nakotnes uzsvaram. Tas

pilniba ietilpst misu uzdevuma — milét savu
tuvako ka sevi pasu.

4. Kalposana

5. Cits

Seit arf ietilpst amata darbi ka kristibas,
iesvétibas, laulibas, beres. Par tiem ir noradits
atseviski.

Par pastoralo darbu un kazualijam
(augSminétajiem amata darbiem) esmu
rakstijusi sikak 2014. gada parskata. Turpinu
parrunas ar pariem pirms laulibam, ka arT ar
kristamo bérnu vecakiem. Sogad skaists
jauninajums bija Alizes Siksnas kristibas, kur
vecaki iepazistinaja ar Bibeles pantu, ko vini
bija izvelgjusies savai meitinai un ta deva
aizkustinoSu liecibu dievlidzgjiem.

Ka agrak, veltiju vismaz vienu dienu nedéla
apciemojumiem, vai nedglas, kad ir béres,
gatavosanas izvadiSanai ieskaita laiku, ko
pavadu ar tuviniekiem vinu majas, ar loti retiem
iznémumiem.

Ruden1 pirmoreiz satikas dazi tie, kas
apnémusies veidot jaunu apripes grupu.
Starplaika ir radusies iesp&ja mums sadarboties
ar citu draudzi (Agricola somu draudzi un
eventuéli ar citam draudz&€m), lai sanemtu
apmacibu.

Tad, kad bailes dzive aptumst,
Kristus gaismu dosu tev,
Savas rokas sniegsu pretim,
Mieru glastu davasu.

Sogad pirmoreiz mana riciba bija “pastor’s
discretionary fund”. Citas, Kanadas, draudzes
tas ir pazistams iestadijums, kas lauj draudzes
macitajam sniegt praktisku palidzibu tiem, kas
nonakusi gritibas. Pagajusaja gada pieskiru
naudu, vai partikas kartinas divam personam.
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Tas atnéma viniem spiediena kaut vai uz su
mirkli. San@méju vardi ir, protams, anonimi.

Rudent sanémam satricinosas zinas par
draudzes locekla, Jana Ozollapas, pazuSanu.
Megs vinu kristtjam un ievedam draudzg 2013.
gada rudeni. Jana dzives biedre, Patricia Harris,
ir jau rakstijusi pateikties par draudzes loceklu
devigumu un sirsnigo atbalstu. Dasni sniegtaja
palidziba var€ja manit dziva Kristus Z€lastibas
pieskarienu. Tas bija vienkarsi briniskigi.
Pagajusaja gada LELBA Kanadas apgabala
konference apstiprinaja prav. emer. Davi
Kanepu ka manu vietnieku. ST sadarbiba ir
bijusi liela svétiba.

2014. gada Eastern Synod Assembly klatesosie
apstiprinja jaunu draudzu sadali ar jaunu
uzdevumu. Tagad fokuss ir uz to, ka palidzet
draudzém un draudzu vadibai istenot savu
kalpoSanu un talako misiju. Toronto apkartne
tika sadalita trijas dalas. Miisu draudze tagad
pieder pie Toronto Central Area. Biskaps
Michael Pryse ir man uzticgjis tas vadiSanu uz
nakamajiem trim gadiem. Starplaika esmu
izraudzijusi savu vadibas komandu, kas loti
augligi un energiski darbojas un $obrid plano
iepazisanas dienu aprila beigas. Tur draudzu
vadiba var€s viena ar otru iepazities un attistit
veidus ka sadarboties, lai paplasinatu un
padzilinatu savu darbibu un efektivitati. Misu
apgabala vadibas grupa ir izmekl&ta ka viena no
trim, kas sanems papildus apmacibas $aja gada.
Pirmaja tikSanas reiz€ ar pargjiem pravestiem,
biskaps uzsvera, ka mums pirmaja vieta ir darbs
savas draudzes, un ka, protams, miisu darbiba
apgabala biis ierobezota.

Velreiz pateicos jums, milie Sv. Andreja draudzes

laudis, par atbalstu, uzticibu un lidzdarbibu
misu sveta aicinajuma pildisana un mudinu jis
palidzet 1stenot miisu draudzes siitibu nakamaja
gada.

Kristus milestiba, jiisu macitaja

llze Kupléna-Ewart



2014. gada STATISTIKA/
2014 Congregation Statistics

MIRUSI / DECEASED (19)

Aleksandrs Budrévics, Edmunds Baumanis, Nikolajs
Bulmanis, Milda Cipul, Gunars Dreimanis, Vésma
Ernstsons, Elmars Jansons, Gvido Karklins, Luize
Kopstals, Ausma Korbs, Anita Korbs, Rasma Krimins,
Erika Krusting, Eleonora Olins, Irma Plisis, Iréne
Punka, Evalds Viskers, Erna Zalamans, Rasma

Zubans

KRISTITI / BAPTIZED
Laila Dearing, Marisa Matiss, Markus Rose, Alize
Siksna

IESVETITI / CONFIRMED
Vilnis Kalnins, Kristine Keon, Marisa Matiss, Daila
Pérkons

IZSTAJUSIES / TRANSFERRED MEMBERSHIP
Valdis Briedis, Ieva Fraser

Uz Hamiltonu: Elizabete Ludviks, Kaspars Ludviks-
Pitkin, Stella Ludviks-Pitkin

SALAULATI/ MARRIED

Laila Innus + Ryan Moore

Karlis Blams + Silvija Resnis
Aleksandra Jankevics + Brian Foulis
Amanda Meijers + Matthew Taylor

DRAUDZES LOCEKLI KOPUMA/ 2014 CHANGES
4 kristiti

4 iesvetiti

4 salaulati pari

19 mirusi

5 izstajusies

Aktivi draudzes locekli uz 2014. g. decembri: 655, no
kuriem 585 pilntiesigi

2014 gada DIEVKAI POJUMI/NUMBER OF

SERVICES Kopa: 64
Latviski: 41 / Angliski: 6 / Abas valodas: 17

No tiem: Sidrabené: 8 / Kopa ar Sv. Jana draudzi: 4 / Ar
igaunu draudzi: 2

Augusta dievkalpojumi Sv. Jana baznica un Kristus
Darza dievkalpojumi nav ieskaititi

Citi: Ecumenical Commemoration (14. jiinijs), Kapu
Svetki, Valsts Svetki

Dievlidzgji kopuma/Total number of worshippers:
3,544

Pie dievgalda/total number of communicants: 1,014
Viesmacitaji/Guest preachers: Bishop Michael Pryse,
F.T. Kristbergs, Ivars Gaide, Davis Kaneps, Ron Ewart,
Dan Phannenhour
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2014. GADA KOMITEJAS UN DALIBNIEKI /
2014 COMMITTEES

Yalde / Executive:
Voldemars Innus, Indra Mertena, Arnis Budrévics, Janis
Tannis, Karlis Blims, Gundega Melli, Aija Mazsile

Padome / Council:

Voldemars Innus, Arnis Budrévics, Skaidrite Leja,
Ingrida Vairoga*, Janis Tannis*, Karlis Blums, Liga
Miklasevica, Aija Mazsile*, Auseklis Zakis, Uldis
Zommers, Gundega Melli*, Indra Mertena*, Karlis
Siksna*, Agris Robeznieks, Imants Kivlis

(* norada kuriem termin$ padome beidzas)

Revizijas komisija / Supervisory Committee:
Velta Zvidre, Valda Gustava*, Elmars Bérzins

Pérminderi / Elders:

Guntis Bérzins, Iréne Bula, Eriks Dzintars, Imants
Kivlis (Sidrabeng), Dzidra Kriimina, Linda Luck, Mara
Zarina

Miizikas komiteja / Music committee: Davids Smits,
Vaira Gertnere

Damu komiteja / Ladies’ Committee:
Inta Briede (Prieksniece /Chair)

Sidrabenes parvalde / Sidrabene Property
Committee:

Valdis Kauling, Imants Kivlis, Rita Ap$e, Vilnis Bliims,
Jurate Muizniece, Valdis Korbs, Valdis Paléns, Chris
Ireland, Andris Bergvalds, Juris Eglitis (1)

Sidrabenes bérnu nometne / Camp Sidrabene:
Linda Lakata, Sandra Thiele, Lionel Zondo, Ivars

Jegeris, Pauls Zobs, Sandra Kalnina, Devin Dzelme,
Katrina Vikse, Juris Eglitis (1), Laila Ozola- Gillespie,
Anita Thomas, Kurtis Grietins, Vilnis Kalnin$

Padomes un Parvaldes Sidrabenes Nama komiteja /

Joint Sidrabene Facility Committee: Mac. llze
Kupléna-Ewart, Linda Lakata, Imants Kivlis, Karlis

Blims, Silvija Shedden, Voldemars Innus, Andrejs
Grinbergs, John Roce, Jurate Muizniece, Janis Ozols,
Andris Bergvalds, Ivars Jansons



Palidziba Latvijai komiteja / Aid to Latvia
committee:

Larisa Giitmane, Jantna Fogele, Anete Ivsina, Elizabete
Ludvika, Aija Mazsile, Andris Rubenis,
Erika Yost, Auseklis Zakis,

Draudzes dzives veicinasanas

komiteja /“Stewardship committee' :

(neaktiva 2014. g / inactive in 2014) Lauma Stikuta,
Liga Miklasévica, Valdis Kaulins

Nakotnes komiteja / Future Planning Committee:
Auseklis Zakis, Mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart, Aija Mazsile,

Indra Mertena, Liga Miklasévica,
Uldis Zommers

Savstarpeja atbalsta kalpoSana komiteja / Mutual

Ministry committee:
Imants Kivlis, Lauma Stikuta, Solveiga Karklina, Uldis

Zommers
Out of the Cold: Imants Kivlis, Silvija Szot.

Draudzes Zinas: Skaidrite Leja

PADOMES PRIEKSNIEKA ZINOJUMS

Pagajusais gads ir bijis izaicino$s un reiz€ devis
gandarfjumu. levérojama dala no mana, no padomes un
no draudzes brivpratigo darbinieku laika tika veltita
jautajumiem sakara ar miisu baznicas €kas pardosanu,
miisu paredzgtajai pariesanai uz Sv. Jana baznicu un
apsverumiem, ka me&s izmantosim Sidrabeni plasakai
draudzes darbibai nakotng.

Varu sniegt jaunakas zinas sakara ar miisu baznicas €kas
pardosanu Grace Church draudzei. 2015. gada 29.
janvari Riina Klaas, Dan McDonald un es parakstijam
Grace Church iesniegto pirkSanas ligumu. PirkSanas
cena ir $4,150,000. Grace Church ir jadod
apstiprinajums 2015. gada 23. februart, ka vini pirks
miisu baznicas €ku un divas dienas p&c tam jaiesniedz
$125,000 neatglistama iemaksa. PirkSanas/pardoSanas
slegsanas datums bis ne velak

par 2015. gada 1. oktobri.

Kaut gan mums ir pagajis ilgak neka paredzgjam, lai
nonaktu pie §7 jauna Iiguma ar Grace Church, Sis
process ar Grace Church ir bijis atklats, skaidrs un
neparprotams. M&s esam sadarbojusies ar cienu
ievérojot visu triju draudzu vajadzibas. Sis jaunais
pirksanas ligums to atspogulo.
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Visu pagajuso gadu turpinajam kartot lietas sakara ar
misu draudzei un igaunu draudzei piederoso baznicas
inventaru. Kadas mantas parvedam uz Sv. Jana baznicu,
kadas esam pardevusi un dalu likvidgjusi. Ipasi vélos
atkal pateikties Intai Briedei, Ojaram Silam un Sarmai
Gaidei par vinu piilém Sai sakara. Turklat, Anda Libere
un Edite Sila ir pavadijusas milzigi daudz laika izskatot
visus musu dokumentus, lai noskaidrotu, kas ir
paturams un kas nav.

Rezultata musu draudzei biis racionali sakartots archivs.

Lai papildinatu miisu vésturisko dokumentaciju,
Skaidrite Leja ir vadijusi video projektu, kas ietver
misu draudzes loceklu domas un uzskatus $aja parejas
posma laika. Videolenta ir arT uznemti pagajusa gada
draudzes notikumi.

No §1 projekta iegisim dokumentalu videofilmu, kas
bis svarigs papildinajums misu archivam.

Mes ar1 esam apspriedusi un planojusi savas darbibas
parcelsanu uz Sv. Jana baznicu. Karlis Jansons un es
parakstijam sadarbibas Iigumu, ko izstradajam vairaku
meénesu laika un ko abu draudzu padomes ir
apstiprinajusas. Saja liguma, kas atbilst abu draudzu
vajadzibam, loti skaidri apsrakstits, ka mes
sadarbosimes Sv. Jana baznica.

Sis apspriedes un §is process ir mis arkartigi labi
nostadijis sadarbibai nakotne.

Janis Tannis un Sarma Gaide ir iesaistiti izkartot miisu
biroja administrativas darbibas gludu parcelSanos uz
mums pieskirto telpu Sv. Jana baznica.

Padomes un parvaldes Sidrabenes nama komitejai
notikusas dazas sédes Sidrabeng, lai apskatitu, kadas
parmainas biitu nepiecieSamas, lai tur varétu notikt
dievkalpojumi vienreiz ménesi. Tika noradits uz dazam
galvenam vajadzibam - apgaismoSanu, akustiku,
apsildisanu un noliktavu. Ir stingrs uzskats, ka mums
japarbauda, ka Sidrabene var apmierinat visu savu
dazado lietotaju vajadzibas pirms apsveram izdarit
kapitalieguldijumus. Silvija Shedden ir piekritusi vadit
$o procesu. Prasisim ieteikumus no draudzes locekliem,
no Sidrabenes vasarnicu Tpasniekiem, no miisu vasaras
nometnes un no citiem.

S1 pagajusa gada laika ir daudz paveikts un vél daudz
vairak darama stav prieksa. Turpinasim jiis informét ka
lietas attistisies un prasisim jiisu ieteikumus un
padomus.

Voldemars Innus
Padomes prieksnieks

Seko vestule no Grace Church Toronto macitaja Dan
Macdonald, rakstita 2015. g. 10. februart:



Update for the St Andrews Council from the leadership of Grace Toronto:

1. We have a conditional sale of our property on Britain St, which is scheduled to be firmed up by Feb 21,
2015. We anticipate the ability to firm up our commitment to buy St Andrews on Feb 23 as scheduled in
our present contract with you, as long as the sellers firm up. The good news is that these sellers have
been very timely in all of their inspections, which are completed already, and they do not need financing -
they are in cash. So we have good hopes for the sale of our property, which would allow us to firm up the
purchase of St Andrews.

2. We continue to give thanks to God for the mutual trust that has existed between the leaders of St
Andrews and the leadership of Grace Toronto. While we mourn the fact that this process has gone on for

so long, we have felt at every step that St Andrews, in all of it's leadership and at all times, has shown
great integrity and good faith in attempting to partner with us in this deal. We have tried to match the level
of good faith, trust and integrity that has been shown by your leaders, and than you for both the example,
and your patient willingness to move ahead despite some of the obstacles we have both encountered.

We feel confident that the present level of good faith, intentional desire to ‘get a deal done’ in an
appropriate way, and flexibility on both sides as to how to proceed in the most effective manner, has and
will continue to be integral to this process of completing our intended transaction. Sometimes we have to
think outside the box to make things happen, and we feel that you have linked arms with us in that
necessary creativity. We rejoice in that as we move forward with equal desire and flexibility.

In Christ

Dan

darbu. V&l pateiciba ar7 Ritai Ziedinai par lidzdalibu

un palidzibu damu komitejas darba, Tpasi par telpu
KASIERA ZINOJUMS ATRODAMS AR sakartoSanu un galdu salikSanu sarikojumiem un

FINANCU PARSKATIEM sveétdienu kafijam. Vinas palidziga roka mums pietruks
milsu ,jaunajas majas”.

DAMU KOMITEJAS PARSKATS Janvari labi izdevas pankiku brokastis ar izvéli no
se$am dazadam pankiiku Skirném un garsigam

Damu komiteja darbojas 11 aktivas locekles. piedevam. Paldies visam cep&jam un palidzém pie

Ar pricku m&s gaidam jaunas locekles, kas naktu apkalpoSanas un trauku mazgaSanas.

mums talka. Atseviskas reiz€s mums nak palidzes,

ripgjoties par kafijas galdu svétdienas un par Februari kopa ar padomes locekliem klajam kafijas

sarikojumiem sadraudzibas veicinasanai un lidzeklu galdu draudzes pilnsapulcg un draudzes informacijas

vaksanai. sapulcg.

NotikusSas 5 s€des un Ziemsvetku eglites vakars Marta ménest ar Intas Briedes palidzibu nogadajam

decembri. Sedes ar dziesmam un ar liigSanu parasti 200 eiro Ilzei Grotei uz Siguldu arsteSanas

ievadijusi mac. I1ze Kupleéna-Ewart. Damu komiteju vajadzibam.

vada Inta Briede. Kasiere ir draudzes darbvede Sarma

Gaide. Sekretares ir Anita Bredovska un Ingrida Labi izdevas 40. Lieldienu brokastis p&c agra

Vairoga. Par altara greznoSanu riipgjusas - Balva Kila- dievkalpojuma, kas bija arT pedejas misu dievnama.

Bredovska, Rita Ziedina, Anda Libere un Rita Ap3e. Anita Bredovska ar palidzeém riip&jas par cienastu pari

Rita Ziedina ar1 rip&jusies par altara segu uzklasanu par 100 dalibniekiem. M&s paSas cepam piragus un

un altara sakartosanu dievkalpojumiem. Par altara dzeltenmaizi, ka ar1 katra dama un padomes loceklis

greznoSanu Ziemassvetkos gadaja Elizabete Ludvika. atnesa krasotas olas.

Paldies visam damu komitejas loceklem par lielo
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Pirms vasaras damu komiteja pasniedza $ 5000.- ¢eku
Sidrabenes parvaldei, lai palidzgtu uzlabot ,,Séniti”,
kur vasara maziem b&rniem pluncaties.

S1nauda bija sakrata no damu komitejas rikotajam
pusdienam Sidrabeng.

Rudent mums stavéja lieli darbi prieksa, lai savestu
kartiba musu inventaru. Protams, tas darbs nav vél
beidzies. Miisu gramatu galdam agrak iepirktas
religiska satura gramatas nosttijam Latvijas
Universitates teologijas fakultatei un uz Rigas Lutera
draudzei.

SeptembrT rikojam ,,Retro” pecpusdienu, lai atcerétos
kadi bija draudzes vakari draudzes sakuma gados.
Godalgu par piemé&rotako 50.-60. gadu apgérbu
sanéma Skaidrite Leja.

OktobrT pec Plaujas sveétku dievkalpojuma, draudzes
pecpusdiena miis ieprincinaja miizikalais ansamblis
»Skanda”, Jana Beloglazova vadiba. Par cienastu
rupgjas Erna Kivle ar palidz&€m un bija bagatigs rudens
razas loterijas galds Anitas Bredovskas izkartojuma.

NovembrT notika Cetras piparkiiku cepSanas talkas, pa
dienu un ar1 vakara. Labaka atsauciba bija pa dienu.
Mgs izcepam 65 marcinas miklas un ienémam $1,100.
Paldies visam piparkiiku cepgjam un art visiem
pircgjiem!!

Decembri sagadajam svetku pacinas un apsveikuma
kartites Kristus Darza iemitniekiem. Paldies Editei
Zarinai par sagadatam pacinam un kartit€ém. Damu
komiteja ar savam otram pusém un viesiem pakavejas
pie svetku eglites, baudot garSigas vakarinas un
dziedot svétku dziesmas.

Apsveicam savas draudzes loceklus 75., 80., 85. un
90. jubileja. Pec 90 gadiem tos apsveic katru gadu.
Sirsnigs paldies Ligai Gaidei, kura veic So skaisto
apsveikSanu, uzrakstot un izsiitot kartites.

Damu komiteja ar ziedojumiem ir atbalstijusi: Toronto
latviesu skolu biblioteku ($200), Daily Bread Food
Bank($250), Scott Mission ($250), Star Santa Claus
Fund ($250) un Jana Ozollapas gimeni ($250.)

Sirsniga pateiciba draudzes locekliem par damu
komitejas atbalstiSanu.

Inta Briede
Damu komitejas prieksniece
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2014. gada Sidrabenes parskats

Sidrabenes parvaldé darbojas - Valdis Kaulins
(prieksnieks), Imants Kivlis (vice-prieksnieks),
Rita Apse (kasiere), Jurate Muizniece, Valdis
Korbs, Chris Ireland, Valdis Palens, Vilnis Blums,
Juris Eglitis, Andris Bergvalds. Financu komiteja
piedalas Janis Ozols un ipaSuma apsaimniekoSanas
komiteja Ivars Jansons.

Pagajusaja gada notikuSas 8 parvaldes sédes.
Sidrabeng ir 53 vasarnicu 1pasnieki.

Draudzes locekli bis iepriecinati uzzinat, ka
Sidrabenes parvalde ir sasniegusi savu mérki,
panakot to, ka jau otro gadu Sidrabene darbojas
financiali neatkarigi. Sidrabenes parvalde sedz
visus tekoSos Sidrabenes apsaimniekoSanos
izdevumus, kas ieskaita Burlingtonas nodoklus,
apdroSinasanas maksas, drosibas sist€émas,
parvaldnieka majas uzturéSanas izdevumus,
parvaldnieka algu, tidens filtréSanu, peldbaseina
uzturéSanas izdevumus, kafejnicas un sabiedrisko
nometnes eku uzturés$anas un laboSanas izdevumus,
elektribas un telefona rékinus, parvaldnieka
masinas atlaujas un apdroSinasanas maksas, dazadu
iekartu un darba mas$inu uzturé$anu un laboSanu,
gramatvedibas un biroja izdevumus.

Sidrabenes financ¢u komiteja apstiprina, ka visi
izdevumi tie$am ir nepiecieSami. Neskatoties uz
neparedzeétiem izdevumiem (tiem, kas radas sakara
ar 2013. gada ziemas vé&tras postjjumiem, un Bell
kabelu laboSanu, ka ar generatora, zales plaujamas
masinas un saldétavas iegadi) un ar mazak neka
paredzetiem ienakumiem (piem. Vasaras Vainagu
svetkos), tomér vargjam visu nokartot ar
aizp€mumu no misu pasu uzkrajumu konta, ko
2015. gada budZeta paredzets atmaksat.
Parvaldnieks Andrejs Grinbergs sanem vairakus
nocenojumus darbiem un uzrauga, lai tie tiktu
1zpilditi ka paredzets pec liguma.

Daudzus Sidrabenes projektus un laboSanas darbus
veic brivpratigie darbinieki. Sidrabeniesu ligumi



paredz, ka katras vasarnicas 1pasnieks nostrada
vienu talkas dienu un deziir€ vismaz vienu mainu
pie vartiem, lai parbauditu vai automasinam, kas
iebrauc Sidrabeng ir sezonas auto lipeklis, vai
japrasa iebraukSanas maksa. Ka redzams no
skaitliem un faktiem par Sidrabeni, ienakumi no
sidrabeniesu gada maksam ($63,143) sedz nodoklu,
elektribas un apdroSinasanas izdevumus un vél
atliek $7,846 citiem izdevumiem.

Sogad financém ir palidz&jusi dazadi ziedojumi,
ieskaitot ziedojumus Gvido Karklina, Anitas
Korbas, Ausmas Korbas un Irmas Plises pieminai.
Paldies Andai Sipolinai par ziedojumu jaunu
matracu iegadei (izirgjamam parnaksnoSanas
telpam). IpaSa pateiciba pienakas DVKYV (par
$5,000), Sv. Andreja draudzes damu komitejai (par
$5,000) un visiem atseviskiem ziedotajiem b&rnu
pluncbaseina "Sénites" uzlabosanai, lai ta atbilstu
jaunajiem valdibas tidens droSibas noteikumiem un
varétu turpinat iepriecinat visjaunakos Sidrabenes
apmekletajus.

Miltonas pils€tai izpleSoties, ir pieaugusi apkartejo
iedzivotaju interese izmantot Sidrabeni dazadu
organizaciju vai privatu personu pasakumiem kuru
res maksas ir ievérojama dala no ienakumiem.
Halton skolu valde savai programmai "Bronte
Creek Project" ir izmantojusi Sidrabeni jau gandriz
20 gadu. Vairakas grupas saviem pasakumiem ir
aizrunajusas ned€las nogales jau ménesiem uz
prieksu, bet vél atliek daudz brivu datumu un
iesp€jas ar1 draudzes locekliem noirét kafejnicu vai
telpas Sidrabkalna viesibu, kazu vai kadu
sarikojumu rikoSanai. Par telpu r&Sanu ludzu
sazinieties ar Sidrabenes parvaldnieku Andreju
Grinbergu.

Sogad tika iegadata un ierikota generatora sistéma
ar lielu propangazes tanku pie Sidrabkalna, lai
nodroSinatu €kai elektribas stravas piegadi
nepiecieSamibas gadijumos. 2013. gada decembri
ledus lietus vé&tras dél visa Sidrabené 7 dienas
nebija elektribas. Peédgjo divu gadu laika 15-20
reizu ir partrikusi elektribas stravas piegade,
vairakkart trauc€jot gan vasaras bérnu nometnes
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nodarbibas, gan arT "Bronte Creek" skolnieku
macibas, kad vismaz divreiz skolnieki tika aizsutiti
majas elektribas stravas trikuma dé]. Lai gan
2014. gada budzeta tas nebija paredzets, Sidrabenes
parvalde, apzinoties, ka $adi elektribas trukuma
gadijumi nav pienemami, nol€ému no sava
uzkrajumu fonda lidzekliem iegadaties generatora
sistému, kas izmaksaja $15,084, ieskaitot
propangazes tanku. Tagad varam bt drosi, ka
vismaz visiem Sidrabkalna lietotajiem vairs
nepietriiks elektribas telpu apgaismoSanai vai
apsildiSanai un ka ledusskapji darbosies un
tdenscaurules neparsprags.

Lai gan Sini parskata vairak pievérSamies financém,
velamies noradit, ka Sidrabene nav draudzei par
apgritinajumu, ka varbiit dazi vél doma. Tomér
Sidrabenei nepiecieSams draudzes loceklu atbalsts
un lidzdaliba nakamas sezonas paredzétajos
draudzes vai Sidrabenes parvaldes rikotajos
pasakumos.

Ceram, ka ar1 kadi no jums uzpemtos kaut ko
sarikot Sidrabeng, ka pieméram zolites vai novusa
speles turniru, gramatu kluba sanaksmi, parrunu
grupu, muzikalu priekSnesumu, makslas vai
fotografijas izstadi, vai kadu citu nodarbibu, kas
jums interesétu. Varat katra laika atsaukties uz So
aicindjumu un Sidrabenes parvalde palidzes gadat
par jiisu pasakuma labu izdoSanos. Piemé&ram, kad
Valdis Liepins referéja LatvieSu Centra, uzaicinaju
vinu Sidraben€ pastastit vairak par savu pieredzi
saeima un Valdis priecigi apsolijas to darit kada
aprila vai maija nogalé. Noteikto datumu vél
sarunasim un izzinosim.

Sidrabenes sezonas atklasanas sarikojums
paredzets sestdien, 30. maija. Aicinam visus
draudzes loceklus uz "barbekji" un sadraudzibu ar
sidrabenieSiem!

Valdis Kaulins, Sidrabenes parvaldes priekssedis



Skaitli un fakti par Sidrabeni

¢2014 ienemts pie vartiem par auto lipekliem un
auto iebraukSanu - $10,555

¢2014 atlikums no Janu sarikojuma ieejas biletem
(apm. 900) - $8,780.58

¢2014 pardotas Vasaras Vainagu Svétku ieejas
biletes - apm. 450

¢2014 atlikums no sezonas slégsanas sarikojuma -
$2,076.00

¢2014 ienemts par sidrabenieSu zemes nomas un
nodoklu maksam - $63,143.27

¢2014 pelna no kafejnicas atlikuma - $5,627.00
¢2014 iepemts par Sidrabkalna 1ri Halton skolas
"Bronte Creek Project" - $47,050

¢2014 ienemts par irém - kopsumma $86,626.93
¢2014 izdots par Burlingtonas nodokliem -
$17,376.65

02014 izdots par apdro$inasanu - $12,340.08
¢2014 izdots par elektribu - $15,581.00

¢2014 izdots par laboSanas darbiem - kopsumma
$58,031.39 (iegadata generatora sistéma, jauns
jumta segums parvaldnieka majai, jauni logi
Kemeru €kai, sofiti Ambulances €kai, atjaunotas
sienas un grida dusu telpas, uzlabota brivdabas
skatuve, jauns uzraksts pie Appleby Line cela)
¢2014 uzlabots pluncbaseins (Sénite) saskana ar
jauniem noteikumiem, izmantojot 1pasi saziedotos
lidzeklus

eSidrabenes pilnsapulce - Sidrabenes
kafejnica sestdien, 21. februari, plkst.
14:00

2014. gada Sidrabene iziréta dazadiem
pasakumiem:

Bérnu nometnes:

3Sv. Andreja draudzes bérnu vasaras nometne (3
ned.)

s¢"Youth for Christ Church" nometne (1 ned.)
3¢"Camp Kahuna" nometne (1 ned.)

s¢'Redeemer Bible Church" nometne "Camp Bring
a Friend" (10 dienas)

s¢"Heroes Academy Day Camp" nometne (7 ned.)
pa dienu sporta laukuma pari Brontes upitei
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¢"Bronte Creek Project" macibas 35 skolniekiem,
visu skolas gadu no sept. 11dz jun.

¢30 dazadas skautu un gaidu grupas ned¢las
nogal@s (no Burlington, Oakville, Milton,
Hamilton, Georgetown)

¢'"28th Orchard" skautu grupa - ceturtd. vakaros
evasaras ménesos - vingro$ana briva daba - pirmd.
& tresd. vakaros

esunu apmacibas kursi lielaja zalé - otrd. vakaros
edivas jiiras kadetu grupas apmacibu nogal€s (no
Oakville)

¢'"Halton Youth Symphony" atpiitas ned€las nogale
edivi jogas festivali

eBurlingtonas "Heritage Place" pensionaru majas
iemitnieku divas ekskursijas ar vakarinam kafejnica
epiecas kazu viesibas (2 latviesu)

edazadas privatas gimenu viesibas

Jaunais Sidrabenes uzraksts

2014 .g. pirms Janiem tika mainits Sidrabenes cela
zime pie Appleby Line cela

no "Sidrabene - Latvian Children's Camp"

uz "Sidrabene - Latvian Recreation & Retreat
Centre",atstajot "St. Andrew's Ev.Lutheran Latvian
Church" nosaukumu.Uzraksts tagad norada, ka
Sidrabeni var izmantot dazados veidos

un ka ta ir daudz vairak neka tikai bérnu notmetne.

Kops uzraksta mainas ir bijusi lielaka interese par
Sidrabenes 1réSanas iesp&jam.



SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNE 2014 (13.
jal. - 3. aug.)

Nometnes gars bija labs un draudzibas bija loti
stipras Sogad. Tiesam jutamies ka viena liela
gimene. Vaditaji bija mili, sajisminati un aktivi.
Ediens bija garSigs. Nodarbibas bija dazadas un
interesantas. Vienigi Z&l, ka nometne ilga tikai 3
nedélas

Dziesmu svétku dél.

Komandante: Linda Lakata (arT administracija)
Z@&nu gala vaditaji: Vilnis Kalnin$ (arT tidenssargs,
paligkomandants), Kurtis Grietins, Alex Thiele,
Paul Zobs

Meitenu gala vaditajas: Anna Taurina, Tamara
Lise-Zondo, Silvija Taurina

Calu kalna vaditajas: Vita Voitkane (galvena
vaditaja, no Italijas), Natalija Vagnere, Amanda
Leja

CIT programmas vaditajs: Devin Dzelme

Virtuves darbinieki: Eriks Maldonis (pavars),
Ingrida Eglite, Arija Eliason, Andrea Thiele
Sandra Thiele (veseliba, rokdarbi, saimniece)
Macitaja llze Kupléna-Ewart (kristiga audzinasana)
CIT programma piedalijas 4 jauniesi — Aleks
Brunins, Kristaps Grigioni (Italija), Kristin Lakats,
un Katrina Reid (BC).

Sakara ar Hamiltonas Dziesmu svétkiem nometne
ilga 3 nedelas un bérnu kopskaits ir mazaks.
Salidzinot skaitlus ar ieprieks€jiem gadiem, esam
vienmeriga limeni. Kopa piedalijas 34 bérni: —
pirmaja nedéla 33, otraja 19 un tresaja 21. Starp
tiem parstavetas 5 jaunas gimenes ar 8 bérniem, kas
Sogad nometng pirmoreiz.

Kristigo audzinaSanu parzinaja macitaja llze, vadot
nodarbibas pirmajas divas nedélas. Macitajs Davis
Kaneps tas vadija treSaja nedela. Dievkalpojumi
notika svetdienas un sveciSu svetbrizZi treSdienas
vakaros baznica. Bérni gatavoja materialus un
aktivi piedalijas nometnes dievkalpojumos.
Nometnotaji ar1 piedalijas svetbridi Saulaing ar
dziesmu un lastjumu. Katru ceturtdienu bérni,
sadaliti vecuma grupas, piedalijas macitaju
vaditajas nodarbibas, kur parrunaja Bibeles stastu
un gatavoja nedé€las stasta temai atbilstoSus
rokdarbus. Ned€las tema arT tika ievita citas
nodarbibas un rokdarbu posmos, un bérnu gatavotie

17

rokdarbi tika izstaditi. Ka ierasts, ik ritu nometné
ievada dienu ar rita ligS8anu un pirms un p&c
maltit€m vienmer ir kopigas galda liigSanas.

LatvieSu valodu lieto ka galveno visas nodarbibas.
Latviskums tiek ievits vispargja gaisotné tiesa vai
netiesa veida. Dejojam tautas dejas, dziedam tautas
dziesmas un Latvijas himnu, macamies par
tradicijam, svinot svetkus, cepjam piragus. Valodas
sp&jas tiek paplaSinatas art rakstiska veida —
rokdarbos izkarti plakati ar latviesu rakstu
nosaukumiem un nozimém, €édamzale un citur pa
visu nometni izliktas zZimes ar latvieSu
nosaukumiem nometnes priekSmetiem.

Nespé&jam atstastit visu to, ko daram nometng, bet
sniedzam 1su parskatu par nodarbibam:

Pirmaja nedg€la apstaigdjam Sidrabeni, spel&jam
stafetes, "Britu bulsuni", tautas bumbu,voleju,
basketu un futeni, sarikojam Olimpiadi, gajam
tdens gajiena. Bija ar1 puiSu/meitenu vakars, kino
vakars, Skérslu gajiens, ugunskurs, balle.
Piektdienas vakara parnaksnojam pie upes,
sestdienas r1ta makSker&jam ar Ivaru Jegeri.
Sestdienas p&cpusdiena devamies uz Saulaini uz
kopigiem Bérnu svetkiem, kur ciemojamies,
noskatijamies lugu, parnaksnojam, piedalijamies
svetbridi un kopigas nodarbibas.

Otraja nedg€la turpinajam aktivi izpriecaties —
notika dzivnieku spéle (survival), kasino vakars,
ugunskuri, Sidrabumba, "Quidditch", karogspéle,
"Ecoville", naktsrotalas, kino vakars, balle, Sk&rslu
gajiens. Otrdien pie mums atbrauca "Halton
Region Conservation Authority" parstavji, ar kuru
palidzibu iestadijam pari par 40 mazu kocinu
nometnes kalna (pie z&€nu nometnes un Calu kalna),
lai tie augtu lieli un nakotn€ palidz&tu pasargat
nometni no lieliem vejiem, kas ples teltis.
Pavadijam gaiSu dienu pie Ontario ezera, kur ietek
Bronte upe. Tur turpinajam stiprinat savas kanu un
kajaka laivas vadiSanas spg&jas ar profesionalu
apmacibu. Svingjam Ziemassvetkus vasaras vidi
un baudijam pasSceptos piragus, ka ar1 pasu
gatavoto slepeno davanu izmainu. Noslédzam
ned€lu ar Sporta svétkiem sestdien. Paldies sporta
apvienibai (LSAK) par ilggad€jo un svarigo
atbalstu!

Tresa ned€la bija tikpat jautra ka pirmas divas —
c€lam tornus un pilis (cietoksnus), spelejam
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"[ranascam", "inflaciju", lielu un mazu grupu
speles, notika Gidenskaujas, balle, amurspéle,
ugunskurs, nakstsrotala, p€tniecibas gajiens un pat
nakts SkerSlu gajiens. Pat noturéjam pasi savu
"Town Hall" sanaksmi. Bija meZza diena un
pludmales prieki, ka arT pargajiens uz klintim. CIT
kursantiem bija izbraukums uz Toronto Mednieku
un Makskernieku kluba TpaSumu — paldies viniem
par Sausanas apmacibam! Nometnotajiem ari bija
iesp€ja vadit nometnes dzivi pasvaldibas diena.

Nometnei gatavojoties, ik gadu notiek divas talkas.
Pirma notiek sadarbiba ar Sidrabenes parvaldi
pirms Janiem, otra notiek dienu pirms nometne
sakas. Notiek nometnes apkartnes apkopsana,
koku zaggesana, zales plausana, €ku un virtuves
tiriSana, ka art visadi remonta darbi (delu gridu
laboSana, trepju parlikSana un iztaisnoSana, u.c.).
Paldies visiem paligiem!

Lielie darbi: Sogad nometnei biis jaatjauno karoga
masts - vecais sapuva un rudent noliza. ArT ceram
turpinat izmainit vecas sariis€jusas gultas pret
jaunam. Ziedojumi vienmeér noder!

S vasara tika jauki pavadita bez jebkadam lielam
problémam vai negadijumiem. Visi ]oti labi satika
un sadarbojas. Z&l, ka nometne ilga tikai 3 nedélas.
Nometnotaji pasi rakstija vestules, liidzot, lai
nometni nesaisinatu. Ped€jas nedg€las art pietriika
mazo, jo Calu kalna bérni gandriz visi bija
sadomajusi ierasties kopa uz pirmo ned€lu.

Nometnes komiteja darbojas brivpratigi dalibnieki,
kuri strada nometnes laba, tiekoties reiz menesi pa
ziemu, bet biezak, kad nometnes laiks tuvojas.
Piedalas: Devin Dzelme, Ivars Jégers, Sandra
Kalnina, Linda Lakata, Lionel Lisis-Zondo, Laila
Ozola, Sandra Thiele, Anita Thomas, Katrina Vikse
un Astrida Kalnina ka padomdevéja.

Imants Kivlis ir miisu draudzes padomes parstavis,
ka arT padomdeve€js Sidrabenes parvaldes lietam.
Mgs priecatos pienemt jaunus ieinteresetus
loceklus! Jautajumi? Ludzu sazinieties ar Lindu
Lakatu (lakats@interlog.com).

Jauniesu forums: Vilnis Kalnins, Kurtis Grietins,
Paul Zobs.

Vairaki cilveki vienmer ir stradajusi nometnei lidz,
izpalidzot, kur vajadzigs. V€lamies pateikties
Andrejam Grinbergam, Vilim Kleperim, Jurim
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Eglitim (t),Vijai Skombai (nometnes arhivarei).
Sirsnigs paldies par lielo darbu nometnes laba!

Ka draudze var palidzet? Kadas ir miisu domas/
ieceres nakotnei?

Sttiet savus bérnus un mazb&rnus uz nometni!
Atbalstiet nometnes notikumus!

Piedalieties vasara dievkalpojumos ar mums!

Nometne darbojas bez pelnas, bet jau vairakus
gadus sedz visus savus izdevumus (ieskaitot
maksajumus Sidrabenes parvaldei) tikai no
ienakumiem un sabiedribas ziedojumiem.
CenSamies vienmer atrast jaunas lidzeklu vakSanas
iespéjas, lai atbalstitu nometnes nodarbibas un
piegadatu nometnes darbibai vajadzigas lietas.
Misu mérkis ir gadat, lai, gan tagad, gan nakotng,
gimeném biitu pieejama drosSa vieta, kur sttit savus
bérnus pa vasaru, kur ir latviska, kristiga
audzinasana draugu vid€. Labprat pienemam un
esam pateicigi par visada veida palidzibu.

Redzam arT latviesu skolas, skautos/gaidas un deju
grupas, ka nometnes vecuma b&rnu un jauniesu
skaits ir samazinajies. Vecaku brivpratiga palidziba
un visparejais darbaspéks ar ir samazinajies. Bet,
skatoties uz bérnu darziem un kristibu skaitu,
redzam jau nakamo paaudzi, kas driz vien bis
gatava Sidrabenes nometnei. Aicinam gimenes ar
maziem berniem jau tagad sakt sadarboties ar
nometni, lai kopa varam veidot nometnes nakotni.

Meklgjam nometnes darbiniekus. Ipasi vajadziga
palidziba virtuv€ un Calu kalna. Ari vecaki ir
aicinati pieteikties izpalidz&t nometn& un/vai
dalities ar saviem talantiem. Esam atsaucigi
visadam sadarbosanas iesp&jam! Sanaksim kopa,
lai nometne turpinatu kalpot draudzei. Bérni ir
miisu nakotne!

Ja interes€ nometnes jaunumi, ieskatieties
Facebook grupa “SID Nometne”.

Kurs sogad biis nometnes komandants?

Kurus milos bijusos vaditajus gaidam atpakal?

Visi zinam, ka ir jastrada Sidrabenes laba.

Ar sadraudzibu un sadarbibu varam daudz panakt.
Sadarbosimies un atbalstisim viens otru, jo galu
gala mes visi esam Sidrabeniesi, nometnotaji,
draudzes locekli un latviesi. Nometne aicina jiis
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visus ciemos pa nometnes laiku, ka arT aicina
apmekl&t misu skaisto Tpasumu -Sidrabeni - visu
cauru gadu.

Prieks pazinot, ka Sidrabenes bérnu nometne
2015. gada bis cetru ned€lu garuma (no 5. julija
lidz 2. augustam). Nometnes pieteikSanas lapas
atrodas nometnes timekla lapa: http://

www.standrewslatvian.org/sidrabene/camp/
Mili aicinam visus piedalities nometnes "Gimenes

Uz redzeésanos Sidrabené!

ERGELNIEKA ZINOJUMS

2014. gads ir bijis zZimigs Sv. Andreja draudzei,
apzinoties, ka tas biis p&dgjais $aja baznica.
Daudzas draudzes svinibas un 1pasie notikumi bija
aizkustinosi, vedinot miis pardomat savu ticibu un
tas nozimi gadu gaita. Mums aizejot no §1s ekas, ta
mums paliek ka svéta vieta, atgadinajums par miisu
deribu ar Dievu un ka vin$ par mums ir gadajis
visus Sos gadus.

Sajos apstaklos piedzivojam ar lielaku lidzdalibu
mizikalos pasakumos. Vairaki jauni dziedataji
iesaistijas draudzes kori, uzticamas un rupigas kora
vaditajas, Vairas Gertneres, vadiba. Koris piedalijas
dievkalpojumos vairak neka pedgjos gados un ar1
dziedaja gariga koncerta "Slavésim to Kungu"
kopkor1 XIV LatvieSu dziesmu svétkos Kanada
nakotnes kora biedriem Sv. Jana draudzes vokalaja
ansambli, kas licis apzinaties, kadu bagatibu
iegiisim, apvienojot talantus. Sakam arf izjust ka
miisu kalpoSana miizika mainisies, radot jaunas
iesp€jas, atspogulojot jaunas telpas raksturigo
akustiku un iekartojumu.

Lai p&dgjo reizi izmantotu dievnamu, 2014. gada
tika rikoti vairaki 1pasi koncerti, ieskaitot
neaizmirstamu vakaru ar Artiiru Ozolinu pie
klavierem. Japiemin, ka 2015. gada ergeles
sasniedz savu simtgadi! Planojam rikot 1paSu
koncertu, lai to atzimé&tu. Tuvaka informacija par $o
érgelu koncertu sekos. Vairaki citi koncerti ar tiek
planoti pirms baznicu nodosim jaunajiem
IpaSniekiem.

Ligsim, lai Dievs turpina mis iedvesmot un dod
mums sp&ju saredz€t un stenot veidus, ka miizika
var spélét lomu, lai bagatinatu miis un misu ticibu.

Davids Smits, draudzes &rge|nieks
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Anglu valodas dievkalpojumi

Soruden padome noléma atvietot atseviskus anglu
valodas dievkalpojumus ar dievkalpojumiem abas
valodas, vairaku iemeslu d€l: anglu valodas
dievkalpojumos nav pieaudzis dievliidz&ju skaits,
bet pat samazinajies pedejos gados. Otrkart,
dievkalpojumi abas valodas veicina gimenu
piedaliSanos, atbalstot gimenes saites, pulc&jot
visas paaudzes kopiga dievkalpojuma un salied€jot
draudzi. Uzsvars uz vienu vai otru valodu mainitos
atkariba no dievliidz€ju sastava. Dziesmu lapina
abas valodas lautu visiem sekot Iidz dievkalpojuma
norisei.

Dievkalpojumi Sidrabené

Bija ceréts, ka dievkalpojumi Sidrabené
notiktu ik ménesi visu cauru gadu un varétu sakties
jau ar 2015. gada janvari. Tie var€s sakties tikai 3.
maija, jo telpas nebija pieejamas. Toties, 4. janvari
notika gimenes pécpusdiena Sidrabeng, kura
piedalijas apméram 20 dalibnieku, pavadot laiku
lugSanas, dziesmas, bé&rniem piemérotas
nodarbibas, baudot maltiti un sirsnigu sadraudzibu.

Lai Sie dievkalpojumi var€tu turpinaties un
attistities, biis nepiecieSams dalibniekiem
uznemties atbildibu un palidzet ar telpas
iekartoSanu un dienas norisi. Visi draudzes locekli
ir laipni aicinati izmantot izdevibu baudit
dievkalpojumus Sidrabeng, Dieva svétita daba.

Triicigo atbalsta akcija (Out of the Cold)

Sogad, sakara ar baznicas pardosanas jautajumu, 1
akcija netika rikota. Rudeni bija neskaidrs, vai
draudze vairs biis Sv. Andreja baznica taja laika,
kad So pasakumu parasti rikoja (janvara beigas).
Karlton ielas apkaimé bija daudz viet€jo
trikumciet€ju, un ar ‘Out of the Cold’ akciju
draudzei bija iesp€ja viniem sniegt palidzibu un
atbalstu.

Nakotné biis japardoma, kada veida So
palidzibas akciju varétu turpinat no draudzes jauna
novietojuma. Varbit, ka ir iesp&jas sadarboties ar
citam vietgjam draudz&m, vai citam grupam, kas
jau sniedz lidziga veida palidzibu.
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Savstarpéja atbalsta kalpoSana komiteja

S1 komiteja turpina darboties ka lidzeklis zinamam
parrunam ar macitaju. Tas loma ir dalgji uzklausit
macitaju un dot padomu no draudzes viedokla.
Toties otrs §1s grupas noliiks, kas nav vel
izveidojies, ir darboties ka starpniekiem, kam
draudzes locekli varétu konfidenciali izteikt savas
rupes, vai atrisinat domstarpibas. Grupa darbojas
draudzes locekli ar plasu pieredzi padomdeveju,
cilvéku resursu, administrativo darijjumu un
draudzes dzives jomas. Pagajusaja gada grupa bija
iesaistita dazos jautajumos sakara ar baznicas
pardosanu. Grupa 1€nam attistas un cer turpinat
veidot un uzlabot savu kalpoSanu gan draudzei, gan
atseviskiem draudzes locekliem un macitajai.

PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI

Misu komiteja pagajusaja gada darbojas
Larisa Giitmane, Janina Fogele, Anete Ivsina,
Elizabete Ludvika, Aija Mazsile, Andris Rubenis,
Erika Yost, Auseklis Zakis, un talka naca daudzi
darbartiki.

Nevar noliegt, 2014. gada bija skumji
atvadities no miisu draudzes dievnama 383 Jarvis
iela — ne tikai daudzu gimenu vesture (kristibas,
iesvetibas, kazas, béres, UN neskaitami nozimigi
dievkalpojumi pa vidu), visu Toronto latvieSu
trimdinieku vesture aizsakas tur - ar
dievkalpojumiem, gimnaziju, skautu un gaidu
nodarbibam. . . Tomér - tas neko nemaina miisu
darbiba. Miisu komitejas darba pat vél mazak, jo
vienmer esam liikojusi uzrunat un iesaistit visus,
neatkarigi no draudzes piederibas.

Esam gandariti, ka gada beigas noslédzam
sadarbibas ligumu ar Rigas Evangglisko draudzi —
tas laus mums atsakt palidzibu I]guciema Sieviesu
cietuma bérniem un dos ar1 jaunas palidzibas darba
iespéejas.

Gimenes dienas brokastis jau atkal bija
burvigas — par ko Tpasa pateiciba Starastu gimenei
— ceram tas turpinat kopa ar Sv. Jana draudzi.

Lusts/Letts, legendara Toronto latviesu
rokgrupa, sarikoja beidzamo latviesu balliti Sv.

Andreja baznica, un visus ienakumus ziedoja
palidzibai Latvija — LIELS paldies!

Liels paldies ar1 Kristus Darzam, un 1pasi
Laumai Stikutai, par palidzibu ar specialu gultu un
matracu sagadasanu Latvijas pansionatiem.

Bet vislielakais paldies jums, Sv. Andreja
draudze - jiisu dasnie ziedojumi atbalstija gan
misu masu draudzu vajadzibas Durbg, Daudzeva
un Zemit€, gan trikumcietéjus Riga un barenus
Zvanniekos. Turpinasim!

Anete Ivsina

VIDEO PROJEKTS

Ka izzinots 2014. gada septembra draudzes zinas,
Skaidrites Lejas ierosinato pieminas video projektu
draudzes 65 gadu jubilejas zim€, padome
apstiprinaja un tam pieskira $20,000 budzetu.
Videografs Tim Darrell saka filmét pavasart ar
Lieldienu dievkalpojumu un turpinaja ierakstit
dievkalpojumus Iidz jiinija beigam. Film&Sana
atsakas rudeni un turpinajas lidz pat Ziemsvéetkiem.
Tai pasa laika tika ierakstitas ar1 intervijas ar
atseviskiem draudzes locekliem, ieskaitot dazus no
draudzes dibinatajiem, bijusajiem draudzes
priekSniekiem, ka ar1 2014. gada iesvétitajiem
jaunieSiem un citiem, par IpaSiem dievnama
dargumiem, piem@ram par vitrazam, altari un
ergelem. Materialus no ka var€s smelties veidojot
video papildinas fotografijas no draudzes archiva.

Lielais redigesanas darbs ir jau iesacies. Iss
izvilkums, no Ziemsvétku dievkalpojuma, ir
apskatits pirmajiem komentariem un vadlinijas
darba pabeigSanai ir nospraustas. Padomei biis
iesp&ja noskatities pirmo metu marta un cerams, ka
nobeigtais 20 mintisu garais video biis gatavs aprila
sakuma, kad izsludinas iesp&ju visai draudzei to
noskatities. Draudzes locekli vares sev iegadaties
Sos kompaktdiska ierakstus (DVD), ka arT atbalstit
So vertigo projektu ar Tpasu ziedojumu.

Skaidrite Leja
Video projekta vaditaja



Plaujas svétku mielasts. No kreisas: Maureen
un Imants Kivli, Velta Zvidre, Inta Gravlgja
un Inta Briede

Pankiku cepgji: Anita Bredovskis,
Zinta Amolina, Maureen Kivlis;
Andrejs Kriimin$ un Imants Kivlis

Pankitku brokastis 2015. g. 8. februari, Sv. Jana baznica
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Pastor’s report 2015. Annual General Meeting

On Saturday, February 21, we will be marking
the beginning of Lent by focussing on the questions:
“what is a congregation? What does it mean to belong to
a congregation?” Although the discussions will be in
Latvian, I would be very happy to facilitate a
conversation in English on the topic. A short, yet
incomplete answer might be: a congregation is the
people of God, Jesus’ disciples, inspired by the Holy
Spirit to serve for the kingdom of heaven. Simply put, a
congregation consists of people whom God loves
unconditionally. You may wonder at this: surely God
loves everyone? Indeed, but members of a Christian
community see in Jesus the one who embodies God.
They want to follow Jesus because they see more
meaning in him than they can find without him. They
want to find out more about him and feel a sense of
commitment to his teachings. Knowing that God is not
distant and unknowable and that it is possible even
today to follow Jesus are all gifts of the Spirit — the
visible energy of God and Jesus. Moved by the Holy
Spirit, people come together in community where they
are strengthened and encouraged to lead their lives in a
radically different way from the average. That is, to
place their focus outwards: to those in need, to be
present to others, to give their time to those who need
another person, to support those suffering injustice, to
take care of the earth’s precious resources, and to
engage in the struggle for justice in the world. The
ability to do this is a gift of God’s grace.

Will you let me be your servant,

let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too

Individual’s responses are their own
responsibility, but it is the congregation’s role to help
people fulfill this calling, that is, to belong to a
congregation is to engage actively so fulfilling Jesus’
direction: “You did not choose me but I chose you. And [
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in
my name. I am giving you these commands so that you
may love one another.” (John 15:16,17).

Perhaps there is an invitation to begin to see a
connection to the congregation in this direction. A more
intense relationship to the congregation can come
mainly at specific times, but the fact that only a small
proportion of our members take a regular, active role in
congregational life suggests we may have something we
need to work on. There are countless reasons: no time,
stress, other responsibilities, distance. Time is precious
and there isn’t enough of it to come to church on a
Sunday morning, and there don’t seem to be any
compelling reasons to climb into the car and drive
downtown on a Sunday morning as well. I may be

23

wrong, but might it not be that becoming more attuned
to a deeper understanding of what belonging to a
Christian community and it’s impact on your life is,
could make it more relevant? Those who have begun to
move into this experience a shift: they see that gathering
to seek Jesus opens new layers and a new perspective
on themselves and life in general. [ would welcome
your input!

It is particularly important to take a fresh look
at our calling at this time. It has been challenging for all
of us to leave our dearly loved church building that
carries so many memories. We may be able to
understand the reasons, but inevitably feelings lag
behind. Those who found the church particularly
significant are experiencing grief in all its stages: denial,
anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance.

Everyone is at some place in this process and our walk
through this must be respected. However, I am sure that
we will find a direction for the future in precisely this
kind of seeking for a new and deeper understanding of
ourselves as an active congregation. In that we will find
a direction and a foundation that will bear much fruit:
the focus will no longer be on ourselves and our
feelings, but on what Jesus is calling us to be.

A congregation’s work would be impossible
without helping hands: those ready to volunteer their
time and gifts. My thanks go out to the significant
number of volunteers who make things happen: the
congregational council and its chair, Voldemars Innus,
our committees and work groups, in alphabetical order:
“Aid to Latvia”, churchwardens, ladies auxiliary,
Sidrabene camp, Sidrabene management committee
together with the community at Sidrabene who do so
much during the summer months. I also thank our staff
for their professional approach: our administrator,
Sarma Gaide, our director of music and organist, Davids
Smits, the ensemble leader, Vaira Gertners, Sidrabene
property manager, Andrejs Grinbergs, and our
custodian, Rita Ziedina. This year we need to add those
who have helped during this transition: Anda Liberis,
Edite Sils and Rita Ap$e (congregation archive) with
their helpers Ilga Gulbis, Inta McCaughey, Ingrida
Kalnins; Inta Briedis and Ojars Sils (property), Vaira
Gertners (choir music). They have all been so generous
in their sharing of their time on our behalf.

This year I have again divided my report
according to the template I use for my reports to council

1. Worship

No matter how lively a congregation’s
activities, the main focus is worship. Here people of all
ages and life experience gather and are strengthened for
ministry in the world by Word and sacrament. Our
worship is how we praise God and with this deep



responsibility in mind, those entrusted with leading
worship strive to do so to the best of their abilities.
Statistics are noted separately.

Since the mid 1970s English language worship
has been held at St. Andrew’s with varying
frequency. The opposition to this was
considerable, but clergy supported the move
wholeheartedly. The hope was to those
marrying outside the Latvian community to feel
they could still belong. Notwithstanding these
hopes, English language worship always
remained on the side. Conversely, bilingual
worship in Sidrabene during the summer
months has attracted a significant number as did
the Christmas Eve service when the switch was
made to bilingual worship not many years ago,
with a drop-off in those attending the English
service. Consequently, last autumn I was asked
by the council to begin to introduce regular
bilingual worship to help integrate everyone.
Another marker of the need for this is funerals. I
have concluded that, since I came to St.
Andrew’s as pastor, no more than 1% of all
funerals have been solely in Latvian. In these
bilingual services we are working to find a
balance between the languages leaving the
foundational liturgy in Latvian, but sharing the
Word in both. I have very much appreciated
your feedback and input.

Additional services: together with the
Lithuanian bishop’s adjunct, Msgr Edmond
Putrimas, we re-worked the Deportation
Rememberance Day service that was basically
unchanged since the 1970s. Last year’s service
was at St. Andrew’s and included
representatives of the Ukrainian community: a
gesture of solidarity given the current situation
there with the annexation of parts of Ukraine by
Russian forces. Together with Rev Davis
Kaneps (Hamilton) we created the ecumenical
service for the Latvian Song and Dance
Festival. The service was held at Christ Church
Cathedral, Hamilton, with Archbishop E. E.
Rozitis and bishop Ralph Spence (Diocese of
Niagara) participating. I continue to lead
worship at Kristus Darzs.

I very much appreciate the collaboration with
our musicians and churchwardens. We are much
blessed by their contributions.

2. Learning

We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are trav'lers on the road;

we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.
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In 2014, Lenten talks were combined with the
meeting of the Canadian section of the Latvian
Lutheran Church Abroad. The speaker was Rev
Karlis Zols (Dean, Pacific area, LELBA) who
challenged us with his input on reading the
Bible.

Confirmation class continued until the summer.
Many thanks to the Kalns/Kalnins family for
hosting our retreat, and to Liga Miklasévics,
who has been teaching our new group. As I
indicated in my 2014 report, a demographic dip
means we have no confirmations in 2015.
Emils Lasis-Zondo, Markus Keon, and Jekabs
and Pauls Sulcs have begun this year. The latter
two will be confirmed in Cleveland OH.

I again led Bible study at the camp, Rev D.
Kaneps assisting during my absence.

During Lent [ mailed a weekly reflection to our
members via Mail Chimp to help with
experiencing this season.

3. Witness

Led a mid-day meditation at St Andrew’s
Presbyterian on April 2", Led devotions at the
Latvian National Council meeting, April 5

Devotions led at the War Memorial (Saulaine)
May 10 and November 8, took part in the Black
Ribbon Day event at Budapest Park, devotions
for Independence Day, and for the Centre
Senior’s group. Attended the Daugavas
vanadzes summer picnic in Sidrabene.

Led devotions and reflection to support those
affected by the disappearance of Janis Ozollapa.

“Refugee story, untold story.” This event
marked the 70% anniversary of the refugee
exodus from Latvia to Germany and Sweden.
Not only did this event need to be marked, but I
remain convinced that being given the
opportunity to hear experiences of this time
from those participating will help subsequent
generations find a deeper meaning for the exile
experience. Many commented that this was one
of the most meaningful events held in Toronto
in the last years. It had not been designed as
worship, but it was worship. Those presenting
were from all generations, all congregations,
including those who belong to none, and
members of all Toronto Latvian choirs. It was a
joy and privilege to be able to work with so
many gifted people who share a common
vision.

Met with Juris Audarin$, ambassador to
Canada, Republic of Latvia to talk over the



need to integrate those of the second
immigration who have made a new home in the
GTA. This is part of our mandate to “love one
another”.

4. Service

This included pastoral events such as baptisms,
confirmation, marriages, and funerals.

I provided a detailed report on how I deal with
these pastoral events in my 2014 report. |
continue to meet with couples for pre-marriage
counselling, and with parents of those being
baptised. This year a new introduction came
when Alize Siksna was baptized and her parents
spoke about the Bible verse they had picked for
her. It was a moving testimony.

As before, I spend at least one day a week on
pastoral visits, either personally, or by phone,
except in weeks when there is a funeral. The

latter visits happen, with very few exceptions, at

people’s homes.

In the autumn the newly constituted parish
visitors’ group met for the first time. In the
interim the possibility has arisen for training
with other Lutheran congregations (Agricola
Finnish).

5. Other

I will hold the Christ-light for you
in the nighttime of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear

This year I was given a sum to use for the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, common practice
in other, Canadian, congregations. This enabled
me to be able to provide financial assistance to
two of our members who had found themselves
in challenging circumstances. They very much
appreciated this help. They remain anonymous.

In the autumn we had the terrible news of the
disappearance of Janis Ozollapa, baptized into
our congregation a year earlier. His partner,
Patricia Harris, has written to express her
appreciation at the support she received. The
generous help was such a clear indication of
Christ’s spirit at work in our midst. It was
wonderful.

* At the meeting of the LELBA Canada section,

Rev Davis Kaneps was confirmed as my deputy.

This working relationship has been a great
blessing.
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® The 2014 Eastern Synod affirmed a new
structure for areas with the focus shifting to
how best to help congregations and
congregational leadership exercise their mission
and ministry. The Toronto area was split into
three groups: we belong to the Toronto Central
Area. Bishop Michael Pryse has entrusted the
leadership of this area to me for three years.
Since then, I have set up a leadership team and
am delighted at the energy and enthusiasm they
all bring. We are planning a visioning day at
the end of April for area congregational leaders
to provide an opportunity to meet one another
and begin to network and so enhance our work.
Our area leadership team has been selected as
one of three to have additional training this
year. At our first deans’ meeting, bishop Pryse
stressed that our primary responsibility
continues to be to our congregations; we are to
do what we are able beyond that as deans.

I thank you once more, God’s people of St Andrew’s for
your support, your trust and your work as we continue
to fulfill our sacred calling, and I encourage you to help
bring our mission and ministry to even great heights in
the coming year.

In Christ, your pastor,

llze Kuplens-Ewart

Report of the Council Chair
to the 2015 Annual General Meeting

This past year has been both rewarding and challenging.
A significant amount of my time, the Council's time,
and that of congregation volunteers, has been spent on
issues surrounding the sale of our church building, our
planned transition to St. John's Church, and
considerations of how we will use Sidrabene for
increased congregational activity in the future.

In terms of the sale of our church building to Grace
Church, here are the latest developments. On January
29, 2015 Riina Klaas, Dan McDonald, and I signed a
Purchase Agreement submitted by Grace Church. The
sale price is $4,150,000. The commitment date for
Grace Church to purchase our church building is
February 23, 2015. Two days after committing to the
purchase, Grace Church will provide a $125,000
irrevocable deposit. The closing date will be

no later than October 1, 2015.



While it has taken us longer than we anticipated to
reach this new agreement with Grace Church, the
process with Grace Church has been open and
transparent. We have worked cooperatively respecting
the needs of all three congregations. This new purchase
agreement reflects that.

Throughout this past year, we have continued to address
the inventory in our church that is owned by our
congregation and the Estonian congregation. There are
things that we are moving to the St. John's church,
things that we have sold, and things that have been
disposed of. In particular, I want to thank, again, Inta
Briedis, Ojars Sils, and Sarma Gaide for their efforts in
this regard. In addition, Anda Liberis and Edite Sils
have spent an enormous amount of time going through
all of our records to determine what needs to be kept
and what needs to be discarded. The outcome will be a
rational compiled archive for our congregation.

In order to add to our historical record, Skaidriite Leja
has provided leadership to the video project that is
capturing the thoughts and views of our congregation
members as we move through this transition period. We
are also video recording congregational events during
this past year. This project will provide a video
documentation that will be an important addition to our
archival compendium.

We have also been in discussions and planning for the
transition of our activities to St. John's church. Karlis
Jansons and I signed a cooperation agreement that was
developed over a number of months and was approved
by both congregation councils. This agreement, which
meets the needs of both congregations, outlines very
well how we will work together in St. John's church.
Those discussions and that process has positioned us
extraordinarily well for our future collaboration.

Janis Tannis and Sarma Gaide are involved in dealing
with the smooth transition of our administrative
operations to the space that has been allocated to us in
St. John's Church.

In Sidrabene, the Joint Council and Management
Sidrabene Facility Committee has held several meetings
to review what modifications would be necessary for us
to hold services there once a month. Some immediate
things that have been identified are lighting, acoustics,
heating, and storage. There is a strong feeling that we
need to examine how Sidrabene can meet the needs of
all of its various constituents before major investments
are considered. Silvija Shedden has agreed to facilitate
that process. We will seek input from congregation
members, Sidrabene cottagers, our summer camp, and
others.
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A lot has been accomplished over this past year and
much more still needs to be done. We will continue to
provide you with information as things evolve and seek
your input and advice.

Voldemars Innus
Council chair

Sidrabene’s report 2014

In 2014 the following were elected to Sidrabenes
Manangement Committee (MC): Valdis Kaulins
(chair), Imants Kivlis (vice-chair), Rita Apse
(treasurer), Jurate Muiznieks, Valdis Korbs, Chris
Ireland, Valdis Paléns, Vilnis Blims, Juris Eglitis,
Andris Bergvalds. In addition, Janis Ozols served
on the finance committee and Ivars Jansons on the
Physical Plant committee.

During 2014 Sidrabenes MC held 8 meetings.
Sidrabene has 53 cottage owners.

The goal of Sidrabene’s parvalde to have
Sidrabene become financially independent has been
realized. Congregation members will be pleased to
learn that this is the second consecutive year that
Sidrabene has covered all of its operating costs. All
expenses incurred in managing the property
including Burlington taxes for the land, buildings
and cottages, expenses related to the property
manager’s house, the salary and benefits of the
property manager, security systems, insurance,
water treatment, swimming pool maintenance, kafe
expenses, repairs and general maintenance to
buildings, electricity, phones, truck insurance and
license fees, large and small equipment
maintenance and repairs, bookkeeping and office
expenses has been paid by Sidrabenes MC.

The Sidrabene’s budget committee has been
diligently ensuring that all spending is
absolutelynecessary and in spite of unexpected
expenses (2013 winter storm damage, Bell cable
repair, emergency generator, riding mower, freezer)
and a shortfall in some income (e.g. "Vasaras
Vainagu Svetki"), we were able to deal with these
by temporarily borrowing from our own
Contingency account - full repayment is budgeted



in 2015. Andrejs Grinbergs, our property manger,
gets numerous quotes for any projects and

supervises that all work is completed as to the
contract.

Many of Sidrabene’s projects and repairs are
done by volunteers. In the agreement with
cottagers, each owner is required to volunteer a
day’s labour ("talka" day) as well as to take at least
one shift of gate duty to ensure that cars entering
have a season parking sticker and if not, that they
pay the daily entrance fee. As you see in the
"Sidrabene facts and figures", cottagers payments
($63,143) fully cover taxes, electricity and property
insurance with $7,846 left over towards other
expenses.

This year many donations have helped, including
memorial donations honouring Gvido Karklins,
Anita Korbs, Ausma Korbs, and Irma Plisis. In
addition, thank-you to Anda Sipolins for covering
the cost of new mattresses. Special thanks also to
DVKY and St. Andrew,s ladies committee, who
last year each donated $5000 - these as well as
many individual donors permitted us to make the
children’s splashpad ("Sénite") compliant to the
new regulations. This generosity ensures that the
youngest children can finally enjoy the renewed
splash pad on their visits to Sidrabene.

As the town of Milton grows, the facilities
available at Sidrabene are more in demand by
many local groups. The rental income generated by
these groups is a large part of the budget. The
Bronte Creek Project, which is run by the Halton
school board has been operating for almost 20
years in Sidrabene. Although many weekends at
Sidrabene are booked well ahead by various
groups, there are still available dates for church
members to book either the kafe or “Sidrabkalns”
or other areas for parties, weddings or other social
functions. Please contact Andrejs Grinbergs for
further information.

This year by Sidrabkalns, visitors will notice
that a large propane tank has been installed as part
of the emergency generator system that we
purchased to ensure that the building will be able to
get electricity in case of power outages. In 2013
there were 7 days during the ice storm in December
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that there was no electrical power in Sidrabene. In
the last 2 years, the power has been out 15-20 times
which has affected both school and our own
summer camps. There have been at least 2
occasions when the Bronte Creek students were
sent home because there was no hydro. As
responsible landlords, MC realized that this is
unacceptable. Since we had saved up enough funds
in our Contingency account, parvalde decided not
to delay installing the emergency generator (total
cost $15,084 including propane tank) despite not
having it in our 2014 budget. With the generator
ensuring that hydro will be available at all times,
we and rental groups will be able to use
Sidrabkalns knowing that all necessary lights,
heated baseboards and refrigerators will be
working. No more burst water pipes!

Although this report focuses on finances, we
also wish to emphasize that Sidrabene is not a
burden to the congregation as perhaps some people
still think. However, Sidrabene needs the
congregation’s support and attendance at the social
functions that are planned for the coming season.
Many of the activities will be initiated by the
church but others by MC. Hopefully some of you
will decide to organize something at Sidrabene -
perhaps “zolite” or “novus” tournament, a book
club meeting, a discussion group, a musical
rendition, an art show, a photography exhibition or
whatever interests you and your friends. The
invitation remains open and Sidrabenes MC will
work with you to ensure that your event is a
success. For example, when Valdis Liepins was at
the “Centrs" in January speaking about his tenure
in "Saeima" (Latvia's parliament), I asked if he
would like to come to Sidrabene to talk about his
time serving as an elected official in Latvija. Valdis
happily agreed. We have a tentative date in April/
May when Valdis will talk about his experiences.

Finally, Sidrabene's opening social will be on Sat.
May 30. Congregation members are invited to a
barbeque in order to share a time of friendship and
camaraderie with Sidrabenes community.

Valdis Kaulins,
Sidrabenes Management Committe Chair



Sidrabene -- facts and figures

¢2014 parking and season pass ticket revenue
$10,555.00

¢2014 paid admissions to Sidrabenes Jani 900
(app) - net profit $8,780.58

¢2014 paid admissions to Sidrabenes “Vasaras
vainagu svetki” 450 (approx)

#2014 season closing social $2,076.60 profit
¢2014 total of cottager’s fees & taxes $63,143.27
02014 kafe earnings based on profit percentage
$5,627.00

#2015 Halton School Board rental of
"Sidrabkalns" for Bronte Creek Project -$47,050.00
2014 total rental income $86,626.93

¢2014 Burlington tax $17,376.65

2014 insurance $12,340.08

02014 total electricity expenses $15,581

¢2014 major repairs $58,031.39 - including new
Sidrabenes entrance sign, stage repairs, new roof
for property manager's house, emergency generator,
new windows for "Kemeri", soffits on
"Ambulance", renew walls & flooring in showers
eNew "Senite"/Splashpad cost was fully covered
by recent year donations

eSidrabenes AGM Sat. Feb. 21,
2:00 pm - Sid kafe

Groups that have rented Sidrabene during the

2014 season:

- 5 weddings (2 Latvian)

- 30 different boy and girl scout groups on
weekend overnights from Burlington, Oakville,
Milton, Georgetown, Hamilton

- Halton Youth Symphony for a weekend retreat

- 28" Orchard Scout Group meets regularly on
Thurs. nights

- 2 yoga festivals

- during the warmer months - outdoor fitness
boot camp Mon. and Wed. nights

- Heritage Place seniors home in Burlington had
2 excursions to kafe for dinner

- Heroes Academy Day Camp - for 7 weeks
rented field across Bronte Creek

- adog training class uses the hall on Tues.
nights

- 2 Navy Cadet groups from Oakville on training
weekends

- Latvian children's camp for 3 weeks

- 1 week Youth for Christ Church camp/1 week
Camp Kahuna

- 10 day camp “Camp Bring a Friend” run by
Redeemer Bible Church

- Bronte Creek Project rents for the school year-
35 students - September- June

- various groups renting for family celebrations

Sidrabene’s new sign

Sidrabene’s new sign at Appleby Line was put up
in June 2014 just in time for "Jani".

The new sign “Sidrabene- Latvian recreation &
retreat centre” - was changed from

"Sidrabene Latvian Childrens’ Camp" - but St.
Andrew’s Ev. Lutheran Latvian Church's name is
still prominent. The change was made to reflect
that the property is more than just a camp and that
we can accomodate a variety of activities. Since
thE new sign has been put up, there has been even
more interest in renting the property.

Valdis Kaulins, Sidrabenes "parvalde"

Camp Sidrabene

(July 13 — August 3, 2014)

Camp spirit and friendships were very strong this
summer. We truly felt like one large family. The
counselors were caring, inspired and active. The
food was delicious. Activities were varied and
interesting. It was a shame that camp could only
run 3 weeks because of the Hamilton Song
Festival.

Camp Director: Linda Lakats (administration,)
Boys’ end counselors: Vilnis Kalnins (lifeguard,
assist.commandant), Kurtis Grietins, Alex Thiele,
Paul Zobs Girls’ end counselors: Anna Taurins,
Tamara Lusis-Zondo, Silvija Taurins

Children’s Lodge counselors: Vita Voitkans (from
Italy -head counselor), Natalija Vagners , Amanda
Leja

CIT (Counselor in Training) program: Devin
Dzelme

Kitchen staff: Eriks Maldonis (chef), Ingrida Eglite,
Arija Eliason, Andrea Thiele



Sandra Thiele (health, crafts, kitchen)
Rev. Ilze Kuplens-Ewart (spiritual leader)

Due to the song festival, camp could only operate
for 3 weeks resulting in lower overall attendance
numbers. In comparison to previous years, weekly
attendance levels remain well within the normal
range. A total of 34 children participated — 33 in the
first week, 19 in the second week and 21 in the
third. This year we welcomed 5 new families with
8 first-time campers. We had 4 participants in the
CIT program — Aleks Brunins, Kristaps Grigioni
(Italy), Kristin Lakats and Katrina Reid (BC).

Rev. Ilze as our Christian spiritual leader
enlightened and educated our youth during Sunday
church services, Wednesday evening candle light
services and during Bible study Thursday
mornings.

Each week Rev. Ilze involved the campers
(organized by age groups) in active discussions
about Bible stories as well as in theme-related
activities and crafts. Rev. Davis Kaneps lead these
activities during the third week. The weekly
Christian theme was integrated into other camp
activities and crafts, which were displayed in the
main building. Campers also prepared materials
and actively participated in church services on
Sundays and Wednesday evenings. When visiting
camp Saulaine, our campers participated in a joint
church service, contributing both a reading from
the Bible and a song.

As in the past, camp recites the Lord’s Prayer each
morning during the flag raising ceremony, as well
as giving thanks before and after each meal.

Latvian language is the primary language used for
all communication. Latvian language, culture and
traditions are interwoven throughout the week—
both directly and indirectly: traditional dancing,
singing of the Latvian anthem and songs,
celebrating holidays, baking ‘piragi’ (bacon buns).
Written language skills are visually reinforced with
the use of items and Latvian labels throughout the
camp both indoors and outdoors (posters: crafts
with Latvian symbolism, dining hall service items).

So much happened at camp we can’t fit everything
into this newsletter but here is a sample of the
activities:
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In the first week, we walked the complete property
of Sidrabene, ran relays, obstacle courses,
scavenger hunt, played ‘British Bulldog’, dodge
ball, volley ball, basketball, and soccer, held
Olympic Games, hiked in Bronte Creek. We had
separate boys’ /girls’ night, movie night, campfire
and a dance. Friday night we slept outdoors by the
river and went fishing with Ivars Jegeris. Yes,
campers actually caught (and released) some fish!
Saturday afternoon we boarded a bus to Saulaine to
celebrate ‘children’s day’ together. During our visit
we watched a play, slept over, participated in their
church service and played friendly games together.
During the second week, high energy activities
continued: survival games, Casino night,
‘Sidrabumba’, Quidditch, capture the flag,
Ecoville, night games, movie night + more games.
Members from Halton Region Conservation
Authority brought saplings and taught our youth
how to properly plant and care for approximately
40 new trees. These were planted behind the boy’s
camp to provide a future windbreak. We had a
beach day at Bronte Park on Lake Ontario, where
we honed our canoe + kayak skills with a
professional coach. We celebrated Christmas in
July with stuffed turkey, ‘piragi’ and exchanged
home-made gifts during ‘secret Santa’. We closed
the week with ‘Sports + Fun Day’ on Saturday.

We would like to thank LSAK (Latvian Sports
Assoc.) for their long-term and valuable support!
The third week was just as lively as the first two
weeks. We built forts — both indoors and out,
played ‘Iranascam’, ‘Inflacija’, wide games, quiet
games, water fights, field hockey, man hunt, night
games, had a ‘forest’ day with cooking our own
lunch over a campfire, a beach day, a backwards
day and a hike along the escarpment. We even held
a ‘Town Hall’ meeting. Campers also experienced
what it was like to be a counselor and to lead
activities for a day when roles were reversed. The
CITs had a day trip to the Latvian Hunters +
Anglers Club property north of Toronto. We
sincerely thank them for their hospitality and the
lessons on the shooting range!

Every year we have 2 work-bee days. The first is
held jointly with SID Cottagers Association in mid
June, the second is held the day before camp
opening. Tasks include general cleanup of the
camp building and grounds, tree-pruning, window



washing and a complete kitchen scrubbing, as well
as replacing tent floorboards and rotted stair
retainers. Thank you to all those who helped!

For summer 2015 we need to replace our beloved
flagpole — the old one had dry rot and snapped off
in September. We also hope to replace more of the
old rusted cast iron beds with new steel -framed
beds. Donations are always welcome!

Summer 2014 was thoroughly enjoyable and
without any major issues or accidents. Everyone
got along and worked together very well, although
our allotted time was shortened. Campers did write
to ask that camp not be shortened. We had fewer of
the youngest campers during the last week, as most
of the ‘Children’s Lodge’ campers coincidentally
attended during the first week.

Sidrabene Camp committee members are
volunteers who work for the betterment of our
beloved camp. We would gladly welcome any
interested new members. Questions? Please contact
Linda (lakats@interlog.com). Meetings are usually
held once a month during the winter, but more
frequently once the camp start date approaches.
Current members are: Devin Dzelme, Ivars Jegeris,
Sandra Kalnins, Linda Lakats, Lionel Zondo, Laila
Ozols, Sandra Thiele, Anita Thomas and Katrina
Vikse (with Astrida Kalnins as advisor). Imants
Kivlis is our church executive liaison, as well as
our advisor for Sidrabene Cottagers Association
issues.

Youth form members are Vilnis Kalnins, Kurtis
Grietins and Paul Zobs.

There are people who have always and relentlessly
worked with camp. We would like to thank Andy
Grinbergs, Vilis Kleperis, Juris Eglitis (1) who we
will sorely miss, Vija Skomba (camp archivist).
Our sincere thanks for your dedication to Camp
Sidrabene.

How can the congregation help? What are our
thoughts and hopes for the future?

Please send your children and grandchildren to
camp! Support camp events + initiatives! Come to
church with us!

As a not-for profit camp, we have been financially
responsible covering expenses, including payments
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to SID Cottager’s Association, through a
combination of camper fees and donations by
individuals and Latvian organizations. We have
consistently endeavoured to find new ways to
fundraise to support camp activities and purchase
necessary items for the children. We are grateful
and appreciative of any help offered.

Now and in the future, our goal is to ensure that
families have access to a safe haven where parents
can send their children during the summer to enjoy
camp in a Latvian Christian environment and be
amongst friends.

In Latvian society, be it in schools, scouts/guides or
dance groups, we see diminishing numbers of
children of camp age participating. Parent
volunteers and volunteers in general have also
declined in numbers. Looking ahead at the number
of baptisms and little ones in kindergarten, we see
the next generation of SID kids that will soon be
ready for camp. We invite families with young
children to begin working with camp already this
season to enable us to shape our beloved camp’s
future together.

We are looking for camp staff. Help is especially
needed in the kitchen and in the Children’s Lodge.
Parents and adults are invited to share their special
gift or talent — offers of service are welcome.

We are open to any cooperative suggestion. Let us
work together so that camp Sidrabene continues to
serve the congregation. Children are our future!

Camp registration forms and information is
available on the church’s website: http://
www.standrewslatvian.org/sidrabene/camp

If you want updates or news about camp, take a
look at our Facebook group “SID Nometne”.
Who will be commandant this summer? Which
favourite counselors are returning?

We are all aware that we need to work together for
SIDRABENE. With caring and cooperation we can
achieve much. Let us support one another in this
effort, as in the end we are all ‘Sidrabeniesi’,
campers, church members and Latvians.

We invite you to please come visit us during camp
and experience the beauty that is SIDRABENE —
year round.


mailto:lakats@interlog.com
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It is a pleasure to announce that Camp Sidrabene
2015 will run for 4 weeks (July 5th — August 2nd).
We extend a warm invitation to all to come join us
on July 26th for our ‘Family Fun Fest’.

See you in SID!

MUSICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The year 2014 at St Andrew’s was most memorable
given our knowledge that it is our last in the church
building. Many of our festivals and significant
events were emotionally moving for us and helped
us ponder the life of faith and its meaning over the
years. The building remains as we move on and
remains for us as a Bethel — a reminder of our
covenant and what God has done for us over the
years.

In light of the above, we also experienced a higher
level of involvement in our musical endeavors.
Several new people joined the choir under our
dedicated choirmaster, Vaira Gertners. Under
Vaira’s leadership, the choir saw a higher level of
activity and interest, and sang at many more events,
also joining the combined choirs of the Concert of
Sacred Music at the XIV Latvian Song Festival in
Canada in Hamilton in July. We also began to
network with our “future” church partner choir, St
John’s, and realized that combining our talents
brings music to a higher level of enjoyment. The
transition to the St John’s church building is
already shaping a vision of new possibilities for our
music ministry, reflecting its’ distinctive acoustics
and different layout.

We had several concerts in 2014 to utilize the
space, including an unforgettable evening with
Arthur Ozolins at the piano. Of note is that in 2015,
the organ at St. Andrews reaches its 100 year
anniversary! We are planning a concert to
commemorate this and more information will be
forthcoming. Several other concerts will also be
planned before the St Andrews building is officially
handed over.

We will ask God to continue to inspire us, to give
us vision and help us realize the forms in which
music can play a role in forming us and our faith.

Davids Smits,
Musical director and organist
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English rshi Ivi

This fall it was decided by the Church council to
replace the separate English worship services with
services in both languages. Several things
prompted this decision: the attendance of English
services has not grown and in fact has eroded over
the past several years. Secondly, dual language
services accommodate family attendance, allowing
members of all generations to attend church
together as a family. This builds unity within the
family unit, integrates younger generations, and
creates the spirit of togetherness within the
congregation. The degree of one language or other
will be dictated by ongoing attendance and the
demographics of that attendance. A bilingual
bulletin would assure that everyone can follow the
service.

Church services in Sidrabene

The announced Sidrabene monthly Church services
scheduled to start in January and run monthly
through the spring, fall and winter have been
delayed to May 3, 2015. Scheduling issues
prevented the meetings from taking place until
then. However on Jan 4, 2015 a family afternoon
was held at Sidrabene and was attended by about
20 people. The spirit of the afternoon was filled
with prayer, songs, crafts, food and of course great
fellowship.

As these services unveil we will need support from
people with logistics of making the services
happen. We the attendees will need to take
ownership of the worship services and will need to
have help with setting up chairs etc., along with
things like the sound system, brewing coffee and
whatever else is deemed necessary. Everyone is
welcome to attend these services and partake.
These services will allow our property to be used
for worship and fellowship in the wondrous
nature’s beauty created by our Lord.

Out of the Cold

This year, due to the activity surrounding
the sale of the church, this annual initiative did not
take place. In the fall it was unknown whether we
would still be at St. Andrews when the feeding of
the homeless (typically mid to late January) would



take place . St. Andrews was located in an area that
was surrounded by homeless people and those with
other problems. Thus it was a clear response to a
local need.

Moving forward we will have to evaluate if
this program can be continued in the manner as we
know it or if it has to be modified There may be
options to partner with a group, a shelter, or some
other Church that is involved in this outreach
program.

Mutual Ministry committee

The mutual ministry committee continues to
function and is a vehicle for certain discussions to
take place with the pastor. The one area that we
have not made much traction in is being the vehicle
for concerned parisheners to voice their concerns or
issues that they may want to raise in confidence.
Currently the group is a sounding board for the
pastor and will give its opinions to the pastor. The
group is well represented with human resources,
administrative, business, and church life
experience. During the past year the group was
involved in certain questions that arose with the
sale of the church. The group has slowly been
evolving and hopes to continue to develop and
improve in the way it serves the congregation, the
pastor and the congregation members.

AID TO LATVIA COMMITTEE

Committe members in the past year
included: Larisa Giitmane, Janina Fogele, Anete
Ivsina, Elizabete Ludvika, Aija Mazsile, Andris
Rubenis, Erika Yost, Auseklis Zakis, but many
others helped.

2014 ended on a sad note, with the
departure of the congregation from our long-time
home at 383 Jarvis St., the building so deeply
associated with the historical events in the lives of
many families and the Toronto Latvian community
for the past 60 years.

More positively, we are pleased that the
year end saw the signing of an agency agreement
with Rigas Evangelical Church, which will enable
us to resume aid to the Ilguciems Women'’s Prison,
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as well as opening up other opportunities to assist
other groups.

The Mother’s Day breakfast was once again
a wonderful success. Many thanks are due to the
Starasts family. We hope to continue them jointly
with the St. John’s congregation.

Our last fundraiser at St. Andrew’s was a
concert by the Latvian rock group Lusts/Letts, who
donated the evening’s proceeds to Aid to Latvija.
Our heartfelt thanks to them!

We are grateful also to Kristus Darzs Home
for the Aged, and especially Lauma Stikuts, for
supplying hospital beds and mattresses for Latvian
seniors’ residences.

But our deepest thanks goes out to you, the
members of St. Andrew’s congregation. Your
generous donations assisted our sister
congregations in Durbe, Daudzeve, Zemite as well
as supporting a soup kitchen in Riga and orphans at
Zvannieki.

Onwards!

Anete Ivsina

VIDEO PROJECT

As reported in out September 2014 newsletter, the
memorial video proposed by Skaidrite Leja as our
65th anniversary project was accepted by the
Council and granted a $20,000 budget.
Videographer Tim Darrell began filming
congregation services and events with the Easter
service and continued through the spring until the
end of June. Filming resumed in the fall until
Christmas. At the same time, interviews were
filmed with individual congregation members,
including some of the congregation’s founding
members and past chairpersons, the most recent
confirmands and others knowledgeable about
special features, such as the stained glass windows,
the altar and the organ. Archival photographs were
also added to the material that Tim will be able to
draw on in compiling the final video.

Editing of the vast stockpile of material has
begun. A preliminary clip of one segment, the
Christmas service, was viewed for comment and a
time line to completion was established. A draft
version will be screened for the council in mid
March and it is hoped that the final 20 minute



version will be complete by early April, when a
congregation screening will be announced. DVDs
of the video will also be available for purchase and
home viewing by congregation members, at which
time it will also be possible to make a special
donation in support of this worthy project.

Skaidrite Leja
Video project co-ordinator
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Sv Jana baznica sestdien, 7. Marta plkst 100s
St John’s on Saturday, March 7 at 1pm

World Day of Prayer 2015

Women, men and children in more than 170
countries and regions will clelbrate World Day of
Prayer, Friday, March 6, 2013. The women of the WDP
Committee of The Bahamas call us to consider Jesus’
words to the disciples after washing their feet: “Do you
understand wht [ have done for you?” The women of
The Bahamas describe what Jesus does when he washes
the disciples’ feet as “radical love.” Radical love comes
from humility, compassion and commitment. God’s
radical love is not static or self-centered; it reaches out
and draws others in.

Although we perhaps first associate this country
of islands with the pleasures of vacation and images of
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tropical paradise, there is much more to learn. As we
listen to our Bahamian sisters throughout the worship
service, we see the transformation that occurs when a
teen mother finds support to continue her education and
raise her child, when a breast cancer survivor and
people living with HIV/AIDS find strength to live out
their journeys, and when the chains of oppression are
broken. Through this service, the women of WDP
Bahamas give us an invitation to beauty and love in the
name of the transformative and radical love that Jesus
brings to us all.

We invite you to join the women of The
Bahamas in prayer and song to support ecumenical
efforts toward welcoming the stranger. The annual
offering supports the work of World Day of Prayer USA
and helps meet the needs of families in The Bahamas
and around the world who are victims of many forms of
poverty, violence, discrimination and other injustice.

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical
movement of Christian women of many traditions who
come together to observe a common day of prayer each
year on the first Friday in March. World Day of Prayer
was founded on the idea that prayer and action are
inseparable. Services begin at sunrise in the Pacific and
follow the sun across the globe on the day of
celebration. Each year a different country’s World Day
of Prayer committee serves as the writers of the worship
service.

Celebrate/Venez célébrer

World Day » Prayer

2@"5 Journée

mondiale #. Priére

Visi mili lugti piedalities

Pasaules LigSanas Dienas dievkalpojuma
Sv. Jana dievnama
§.g.sestdien 7. marta pulkstens 1:00 pp

P&c dievkalpojuma kafijas galds baznicas zalg.

setkctoRsor

All are invited to the World Day of Prayer Service
at St. John’s Lutheran Church - March 7 at 1:00.

Fellowship following the service in the church hall.

Service written by the women of The Bahamas = Texte composé par les femmes des Bahamas

wicc




Miers ikdienas chaosa

Retreat Maryholme, Roches
Point, ON March 6-8 marta, 2015.

Aicinam pavadit nogali atptita miesai,
pratam un garam. Te varés atstat darba vai
citus pienakumus pie malas, lai atvertu sevi
Dieva milestiba uz tevi un pasauli. Lausimies
bt parsteigtiem no veidiem ka Dievs dara
sevi zinamu mums un pasaulei! Viens no
tiem bts kopiba, kura dalisimies Saja nogaleé:
vispar esot kopa; daloties smieklos vai bedas,
daloties savos piedzivojumos, gatavojot
maltites un ladzot Dievu.

Te nebts pratosanas vai debates,
nemeginasim citus parliecinat par savu
viedoklu pareizibu, vai par saviem ticibas
ieskatiem, bet vienkarsi baudisim iesp&ju
‘bat’, un bat kopa.

Neturésimies nelokami pie laika sadales,
tomer struktaira bas.

Maryholme ir brinumaini skaista vieta.
Miisu riciba bas liela maja un blakus esosa
vasarnica. Kopa ir piecas telpas, kur varam
sanakt un, 11dz ar to, netriks iespgju kopigi
parunaties, vai pavadit laiku klusiba.
Uzturésanas liela maja ir atseviskas istabas,
bet vasarnica divi pa istabu.

Nogale tiks vadita anglu valoda.

Nogali vada. Retreat leaders:

Calm in the midst of chaos

We hope to have this be a kind weekend away
for you. You will be able to focus, not on work
or everyday demands, but on fostering a spirit
of contentment by gently opening your mind,
body, and soul to God’s love of you and the
world. We will seek to find rest and restoration
in the suprising ways God will make God
known to you. One of these will be in the
sense of community we will create with others
on the retreat: as we spend time quietly in each
other’s presence, laugh together, share our
experiences, prepare meals together, and as we
worship.

This weekend isn’t about debate, or
persuading others of the rightness of our
opinions, or of imposing a belief system: it is
simply about ‘being’ and delighting in being
together.

There will be no rigid timings, but there will

be structure.

Maryholme is in a beautiful setting. We will
have sole use of the main house which is where
we will eat, and the cottage alongside. There
are five spaces for gathering so plenty of
opportunity to come together in conversation
or to spend time in silence. Accommodation
will be in both houses with single occupancy in
Edgar House and double rooms in the cottage.
The retreat will be led in English.

Rev Joanne Davies, chaplain, St John's Rehab, Toronto, ecumenical chaplain Mt Sinai Hospital Toronto

Rev Ilze Kuplens-Ewart

Indra Mertens, yoga instructor specializing in yoga as therapy.

Hosts. Nama mates: Daila Dzintars, Liga Miklasévica

Pieteik$anas lidz 1. martam. Cut-off date for applications: March 1

Cena $200 ieskaitot parnak$poSanu un visas maltites
$200 includes accommodation and all meals

PieteikSanas. Please register at admin@standrewslatvian.org

Mac Ilze priecasies atbildét jautajumiem. Ilze would be happy to answer any questions you might have about the retreat.

Text/ca;; 416 994 2136 or wrtie: pastor-ilze@standrewslatvian.org
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Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre
7021 Stanley Avenue
. Niagara Falls Ontario. L2G 7B7

Cost: $215.00 per person

Bishop Michael Pryse
Rev. Bob Shantz, Honorary Assistant at St. John’s West Toronto Anglican Church

Vicar Hilla Lahtinen Smith & Rev. Riitta Hepomaki

Dorothy Frook
Telephone: 519-881-2798
Email: dbfrook@wightman.ca

Prijna Gingrich
Telephone: 519-208-5652
Email: anp.gingrich@rogers.com

Rev. Bob Shantz is the Honorary Assistant at St. John’s West Toronto Anglican Church. Bob was
born into a Mennonite family in Kitchener, ON. When he was a teenager he and his family
joined St. Paul Lutheran Church, Heidelberg, ON. He graduated from Waterloo Lutheran
Seminary in 1975 and was ordained in 1981. He has served as a parish pastor in Ontario and
British Columbia and as a campus chaplain in Long Beach, California and Toronto.

Please joln us for community), conversation, contemplation, worship and venewal.

*Please note this is a fragrance free event!
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Information and registration forms also available on the Eastern Synod website at: = ' Q"
www.easternsynod.org Eastern Synod
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