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PADOMES PRIEKSSEZA IEVADVARDI

CienTjamie draudzes locekli!

Ka jus jau zinat, masu draudze patreiz
pardzivo svarigu parejas posmu, kad atstajam
baznTcu, kas vairak neka 60 gadu ir kalpojusi
ka musu svétnica, vieta kur esam pulcéjusies
pateikties Dievam un svinét Jézus Kristus
dz1vi un macibas. STs telpas ir bijusas ne tikai
musu garigas majas, bet ar1 pulcésanas vieta
visadam nodarbtbam un svintbam plasakai
latvieSu sabiedribai, TpaSi gratos péckara
gados.

Laiki mainas un, ar skatu uz priekSu, mekl€jam
veidus, ka nakotné vislabak kalpot musu
draudzei un latvieSu saimei. Ar draudzes
atbalstu, gatavojamies parcelties uz Sv. Jana
baznicas telpam. So Iémumu atbalsta ka masu
draudze un padome, ta ar1 Sv. Jana draudze
un padome. Abas draudzes cer uz
ieguvumiem no cieSakas sadarbibas.
Sadarbojamies arT ar Grace Toronto draudzi,
lai veicinatu baznicas pardoSanu viniem. Tas
nodroSinatu, ka misu iemilota baznica
turpinatu kalpot ka garigas majas jaunai
draudzei, kas to aprapés un cienis ta, ka més
to esam darijusi [1dz Sim.

Péc misu draudzes pédéja dievkalpojuma Sv.
Andreja baznica raudzisimies nakotné ar
miera un pateicibas pilnam sirdim,
palaudamies uz Dieva vadibu un svétibu art
musu turpmakajas gaitas.

Voldemars Innus
Padomes priek§sédis

Sveétos rakstus lasa L1ga Miklasévica un Indra
Mertena

Visi foto: Janis Tannis



MACITAJAS ILZES SVETRUNA
2015.g. 11. janvari:

Sava 65 gadu pastavésanas jubileja Sv.
Andreja draudze spéra drosmigu soli,
pilnsapulcé nolémjot, ka ir laiks nodot
gadibu par So namu citai draudzei un
meklét turpinajumu draudzes dzivei Sv.
Jana draudzes telpas, palaviba uz Svéta
Gara vadibu. Més pateicamies par Sv. Jana
draudzes pretimnaksanu, atbalstu un
viesmilibu.

Bet starplaika it ka nokapjam no
drosas vietas.

Ir nezina, neskaidriba, nedrosibas
sajta. Tas ir pilnigi neizbégamas jitas,
kad jaatvadas no kaut ka pazistama un
jadodas tur, kur nevar garantét, kas bus.
To tik labi apzinas tie no masu draudzes,
kuri citur piedzimusi un ka bégli, vai citu
iemeslu dél, mérojusi talo celu pari
okeanam, lai iesaktu dzivi no jauna. Kas
bls? Ka bis?

Ar1 Bibelé netrukst sadu nedrosSibas
sajutas pieméru, laudim atstajot
pazistamu vietu - Abrahamam dodoties
prom no Haranas, kur vins bija kluvis
bagats virs, nezinot, kas un ka bas;
seniem israelieSiem bégot no Egiptes;
Pavilam un vina paligiem celojot pa
Vidusjiaras zemém, lai nestu evangéliju -
prieka vésti par Jézu, pasaules P&stitaju.
Atcerésimies to, ka visus Dievs bija
uzrunajis. Visiem Dievs gaja pa prieksu,
un gadaja, lai viss batu.

Laikam visi pazist Sv Jana draudzes
dievnamu. Daudzi tur jutas pavisam labi
jau tagad un sajit, ka tas varétu bat
jaunas majas. Bet ne visi ta jutas un
varbit ST pareja no viniem prasis vairak.
Ripes var but dazadas. Dalégji tas varétu
saistities ar dzilo identitates sajutu, ko Sis
dievnams ir pieskiris un ar to, vai varésim
So identitati noturét cita vieta.

Pagajusas nedélas sprediki
piemin&ju Tpasus notikumus, kas ar So

dievnamu saista katru Sv. Andreja
draudzes locekli - kristibas, laulibas,
iesvétibas, Ziemsvétku vakara
dievkalpojumi, citi Tpasi gadijumi un art
mili cilveki, kurus ka €nas te vél jatam.
Atgadinaju, ka tas, kas te piedzivots
nepazudrs, bet ies lidz katram ka dala no
vinu identitates. Tas ir reizes, kad
piedzivojam Dievu. To nekad nezaudeé.

Sodien, kad laizam skatu ap
dievnamu, piedzivojam no jauna, ka St
telpa mus uzruna. Daudzus uzruna
érgeles, citus telpas gaiSums un
brinumskaistie logi, vél citus, mani
ieskaitot, - telpas iekartojums, kas aicina
uz svéto kopibu. Pulcgjusies pusloka ap
altari visu dievkalpojuma laiku, varam
saredzeét viens otru, ari tad, ja kads
ierodas dievkalpojuma ar nokavésanos!

Bet ar7 Sis vértibas varésim nemt
sev lidz, jo tie ir simboli. To nozimi
nemsim lidz un Tstenosim jauna veidola.

Ergeles mas ievelk apzina par to,
ka Dievs ir liels, varens, un tas mas
parnem. Kad klausamies érgelu skanas,
taja bridi piedzivojam Dieva esibas
mistériju un célumu un savu cilvécisko
mazumul.

Ka turpmak, kopa esot, iekSgji
attistisim apzinu par Dieva klatieni? Ne $Ts
érgeles mums to dos, bet gan citos veidos
atvérsimies, klusésim Vina prieksa un Vinu
godinasim. Dievs mis uzrunas un noradis
uz to lielo misteriju, kas ir Vins un Vina
nonaksana pie mums. Un bis arf érgeles!
- Noteikti tas, ko nojautisim, mus veidos
tadus, kadus més sevi li1dz Sim neesam
nekad iedomajusies vai apzinajusies.
Varbit tas bias dievkalpojuma, varbit tas
bis klus€jot, klausoties iekSéji, bet més
atvérsimies. Ka Luters tik zimigi maca:
kad més klausamies uz Dievu, Dievs
klausas misos.

GaiSie logi norada uz Kristus
gaismu, ko svinam Ziemsvétku laika un
Sajas nedélas, sakot ar Zvaigznes dienu. St



gaisma ir Jézus Kristus, dzivais Dievs, kas
ienacis tumsaja pasaulé, lai to atpestitu un
lai ietu saviem sekotajiem pa prieksu.
Saules stariem iespidot pa logiem,
dievnama dejojosas varaviksnes ir mums
atgadinajusas, ka gaisma nepaliek uz
vietas - ta vienmér kustas, - art Kristus
gaisma. So gaismas svétibu simboliski
nemsim sev lidz, kad, izejot no dievhama
dievkalpojuma beigas, mis vadis Lieldienu
svece - Kristus augSamcelSanas simbols.

Tai sekojot, més turpinasim savu
celu Jeézus pédas. Més atradisim, ka St
gaisma vienmeér ir ar mums. Tagad
Kristus mums prasa: ka jas, kas tik
daudzus gadus esat smélusies So gaismu
ap sevi Saja dievhama, to nesisit talak? Ka
jus nesisit mani sava dzive tiem, kas mani
meklé, kas jatas aizénoti?

Més meklésim, més uzklausisim
Kungu, més lausim tikai vina gaismai mus
vadit talak.

Kopiba, ko izcel st dievhama solu
iekartojums, parejot uz Sv. Janu baznicu,
vairs nebds izjitama tada pasa redzama
veida. Bet, tas nenozimé, ka vairs nebis
kopibas. Piederét draudzé lauj piedzivot
ticibas piepildijumu ne tikai individuali, ka
daram, kad katrs lidzam Dievu vienatné,
bet gan kopa esot. Katrs draudzes loceklis
ir nepiecieSama draudzes kermena dala.
Meklésim to, kas mis savieno, kas dod
mums fokusu un virzibu ta, ka izteikts
vardos - (jus) esat izredzéta cilts, kéniska
priesteru saime, svéta tauta, ta ipasums,
kas jus no tumsas ir aicindjis sava
brinumainaja gaisma, lai jus sludinatu vipa
izcilos darbus. —

Dzivaja Kunga, Jézu Krista,
atradisim to, kas mas savieno un
iespécina ar Gara spéku sludinat savos
vardos un darbos, ka Kristus, masu
gaisma, varena Dieva Déls, ir musos un
mis vadis, kurp vien més ejam. So
simbolu nozimé, Dieva, kas lielaks par

visu, bet tomér ar mums un musos,
Gaisma, kas vienmér parskels tumsu un
radis celu uz priekSu, un svétaja kopiba,
kura piederam un piederésim, un kas ies
mums lidz mizigi, - més veidosim savu
draudzi talak, jauna veida.

(ANGLU VALODAS UZRUNA UN IEROSINAJUMI
PARDOMAM ANGLU VALODA TURPINAS 16.

lpp.)



LELBAL

Archibiskaps Elmars Ernsts Rozitis
Baznicas Virsvalde

Loti cienitai

Toronto Sv. Andreja draudzei,

atvadoties no jusu Toronto Sv. Andreja baznicas
ekas.

Milas masas, milie brali Krista!

Misu Baznicas Virsvaldes varda un no sirds art
personigi esmu vienots ar jums domas un liig§anas,
laika, kad jus atvadaties no €kas, kas tik daudzus
gadu desmitus bijusi majvieta Toronto Sv. Andreja
draudzei — vieta, kur nakt Dieva prieksa ar visu, kas
uz sirds, un reiz€ vieta, kur vienam otru satikt.

Sveicu jiis $aja nozimigaja laika ar §is dienas
Jaunas Deribas vardiem

“Plasi atveriet savas sirdis!” (2Kor 6:13)
Tas lai nu arT ir mans novél&jums, kad jis iziesit no
§1 skaista dievnama, kur ir noticis tik daudz kas
nozimigs miisu Baznicai kopuma un art man
personigi, lidzigi ka vairumam no Jums. Lai misu
garastavokli nenoteiktu tagad it ka saSaurinatas
iespejas, bet lai miis ietekmétu jauniegiits plaSums
— plasums ka Dieva debesis, plasums kas aicina, lai
mes no jauna viens otram atveram sirdis.

Neaizmirsisim to misu identitati un miisu godu —
ka kristie$i un ka latviesi! -, uz ko mums norada
veéstule ebr&jiem: “Mums Seit nav paliekamas
pilsétas, bet to nakamo més mekl&jam”. KristieSa
un latvieSa gods ir tas, ka vins$ nepieder pie
iedzimtiem, kuriem Seit ir paliekamas pilsétas.
Miisu gods ir tas, ka meés nakam no talienes un ka
ejam talu, ka mums Seit nav ne sakuma, nedz gala.
Meés nakam no Dieva un ejam uz Dievu. Més
nakam no Latvijas un mums pieder visa pasaule.
Mgés esam pateicigi par viesmilibu, ko Seit esam
baudijusi uz laiku — tapat, ka viet&jie var biit
pateicigi par to kultiiras devumu, ko Sejienei
davajusi esam mes.

Tad nu dodieties cela! Meklgjiet nakoSo vietu!
Meklgjiet ne apkart grabstoties, bet apzinoties to
atraSanas apsolijumu, kas Jums ir dots! Jiisu
kristibas Jums iet lidz. Dievgalds Jums iet I1dz.
Dievvards latvieSu valoda — un, protams, ar1 pargjas
valodas, ko Seit lieto — tas Jums iet 1idz.

Dievs Svéta Gara solijis biit tur, kur divi vai tris
pulcgjas Vina varda — Vins lai ir ar Jums, sarga un
vada arT turpmak. Lai Vina svétiba Jums iet lidz!

Sirds atvertiba ar jums vienots,

tasu ‘Elmars Ernsts Rozitis

Sv. Jana draudzes padomes priekssédis,
Karlis Jansons, savas draudzes varda
izteica pateicibu par parmainam, kas
pavérusas iespéju abam draudzém
turpinat sadarbibu ciesaka kopiba.

Foto: Janis Tannis



ArchibTskape electa prav. Lauma Zu$évica nodod
LELBAL sveicienus

LELBAL ARHIBISKAPE elect PRAV.
LAUMAS ZUSEVICAS UZRUNA:

Milas masas un milie brali Krista!

“ST ir ta diena, ko tas Kungs ir devis!” (Ps.
118:25a), un tada bija 1951. gada 4. novembra
diena, kad Sv. Andreja evangeéliski luteriskai
latvieSu draudzei, kopa ar lgaunu draudzes
dievludzéjiem, te notika pirmais
dievkalpojums. Saja dievnama ir atskanéjusas
jusu dziesmas, sarunas, bérnu balsis, vardos
izteiktas un klusuma svétitas ligsanas. Dievs
tas ir dzirdéjis un Vins ir bijis un ir arT Sodien
klat. Un Sodien Vins$ tiek godinats, kad te
cilveki tiek tictba stirpinati, iedroSinati par savu
nakotni un iedvesmoti.

Sodien jus varat patiesi pateikties par visu, kas
Saja milotaja dievnama ir Tstenojies. Par
garTgo audzinasanu, ITdzcilveku zélsirdigo
aprupésanu un iepriecinaSanu, par jaunatnes
iesaistiSanu Dieva darba, par visu, kas te
veikts, lai izveidotos viena kristiga gimene,

kas bijusi gatava kopa dartt tos darbus, kas
izveido un uztur draudzes dzivi. Més varam

dvéseles tikuSas paedinatas
un padzirdinatas. Pie viena
galda esat nakusi un no ta
esat atgriezuSies pasaulé
stiprinati.

Mes varam pateikties par
tiem, kas te uztictgi un no
sirds ir kalpojusi un vadtjusi
draudzi ta, ka vini ir nesusi
SVétibu ne tikai jusu
draudzei, bet visai musu
LatvieSu Luteranu Baznicai.
Seit ir notikugas Sinodes,
arch. EImara Rozisa
konsekracijas
dievkalpojums, konferences,
dazadas sanaksmes. Tas
darbs ir svétijis visu plaso
latvieSu Baznrcu.

Sodien ir tik labi te bat un apstiprinat, ka arf ja
Sis ir pédéjais draudzes dievkalpojums SinT
svétnica, tas nav noslégums jusu draudzes
dzivei. Jusu darbs un dzive turpinasies! Ticu,
ka ST dievkalpojuma apraksta beigas, Dievs
Pats ieliek komatu, ne punktu. STs draudzes
dzives stasts turpinasies, jo tikai Dievs ir visa
iesakums un gals, un ticam, ka Vins Sodien vél
aicina pacelt acis un saredzét gaiSu nakotni
jusu draudzei. Vin$ aicina sekot Jezum,
uzticéties Vinam un turpinat Vina misijas darbu
jaunas telpas.

Atstajot So dievhamu, jus no ta iznesisiet ne
tikai savas svétas lietas un milas atminas, jus
katrs 1Tdz nesisiet to, kas Dievam
visdargakais: sevi pasu! Dievs lai dod, ka sev1
nesTsiet arT apzinu, ka viss, kas te ir
piedzivots, jus ir izveidojis par tas Dieva
valstibas piederigiem, kam nav gala! Dievs
lai arvien svétT ar savu Garu, kas dzivu dara!
Vina zélastiba lai iedroSina, ka kaut arT sirdT
sap un dazkart ir Zél, jo nav nemaz viegli atstat
miloto vietu, jus tomeér varat tictbas un ceribas
sp€eka apliecinat, ka patiesi, “ST ir ta diena, ko
tas Kungs ir devis!” un pateicibas pilni, més
tant varam pat priecaties un ltksmoties! Vins
ir un bus ar jums ik dienas!



RAKSTISKIE SVEICIENI:
Mtla Sv. Andreja draudze un macitaja lize!

Majestatiska 90. Davida dziesma
iesakas ar vardiem: “Kungs, Tu mums es bijis
par patvérumu uz radu radiem..”. Sie vardi tiek
attiecinati uz Dievu — visu masu patvérumu un
sargu. Bet tie ir vardi, kas Sobr1d varétu tikt
attiecinati art uz dievnamu, no kura jus, mtla
Andreja draudze, atvadaties. Mac. Adolfa
Copa iedvesmots, $is dievnams ir bijis un tik
daudzus gadus turpinajis bat visas Toronto
latvieSu saimes nozimigais, droSais
patvérums!

TieSi ta to arT es pardzivoju sava tik
sirsnigi piedzivotaja kalpoS8anas laika. Varbat
jums SobrTd liekas, ka kadi nozTmigi
pamatbalsti ir sakustéjusies. Un tieSam ta tas
art ir. Bet — un tas ir svarigs “bet” — jau
iepriekS musu draudzé ir pardzivoti neskaitami
liktenTgi pagrieziena brizi, un tieSi tapéc esmu
parliecinats, ka psalma minétais lielais
patvérums — Dievs, bus arT turpmak visas
kop1bas un kalpoSanas droSais pamats.

No sirds velu jums — manai milajai
draudzei — parliectbu, uzticEsanos un lielu
palavibu, ejot prett nakotnei, kas nevienam
nav zinama, bet ne mazak Dieva sargata ka
ITdz Sim. Ar sirsnigiem Dieva svétibas
VvEléjumiem jaunaja draudzes dzives posma.

Macitajs Juris Calitis, Zvanniekos, Latvija.

Mil$ sveiciens manai PIRMAJAI draudzei!!!!

Atceroties savas kalpoSanas sakumu
jasu vidd pirms nu jau gandriz 28 gadiem,
mani parnem nostalgija, sirsniga pateiciba un
siltas sajutas pret tik daudz miliem un
atsaucigiem cilvékiem, kurus Dievs toreiz |lava
iepazit.

Sodien notiek pédgjais dievkalpojums
jusu skaistaja baznica. Ir noslédzies kads |oti
nozimigs posms. Bet tas nav beigas! Kristiga
kalpoSana drikst turpinaties! Dievs jusu
nakotnei dod jaunas iesp€jas. Raugieties uz
priekSu ar Tictbu, Certbu un Mrilestibu! Dievs

caur situaciju un apstaklu mainam grib iemactt
mas uzticéties, ka Seit nav paliekamas
PILSETAS. Més turpinam celot, lai satiktos
cilvéka pratam neaptverama VIETA un
APSTAKLOS.

Es no sirds vélu jums atlikuso laiku
pavadtt ne tikai skatoties atpakal ,skaistaja
pagatné”, bet censties visiem spékiem un ar
Dieva paligu dzi1vot Sodien un tagad. Ta ir
vienTiga iespéja piedzivot dzivas attiecibas ar
DIEVU!

Lai mums visiem tas izdodas!

JUs visus Saja diena gara apmilojot un
vél un vélreiz pateicoties par to, ka mums bija
iesp€ja arT Saja dzive bat uz mirkli kopa, vélu
jaunajos apstaklos daudz Dieva svétibas
piedzivot!

SirsnTba un milestiba —

jusu Maris Ludviks.
Talsu, Martinu draudzes macTtajs

Man atminas par Sv.Andreja baznicu saistas
ar loti skaisto Atmodas laiku. Sv. Andreja
draudze, kura kalpoja macrTtajs Juris Calttis,
bija viens no "Atdzim$anas un atjaunosSanas"
atbalsta bastioniem. Sakuma redzéjam So
dievnamu Latvija tikai videoierakstos, bet
pirmoreiz taja varéju piedalities dievkalpojuma
1988.gada oktobr1, kad pirmoreiz muza
viesojos Kanada.

Gan dievnams, gan Sv. Andreja
draudzes cilveki man kop$ ST laika ir dzili
ierakstrti sirdT.

Veélu Dieva svétibu Andreja draudzes
un macttajas llzes Kuplénas-Ewart turpméakaja
kalpoSana!

Sirsn1ba un pateiciba par sadarbibu un
draudzibu,

Juris Rubenis, Dr.theol., LELB macitajs,
diplométs kontemplacijas/meditacijas
skolotajs



Pateicibas vardi Sv. Andreja draudzes
dievkalpojuma 2015. g. 11. janvari

No Gaujas (14.) gaidu vienibas: vad. Aina
Budrévica, guntina Liene Zubane, gaida Karline
Zubane un vad. Velta Zvidre.

No Rigas (72.) skautu vienibas: vad. Daina Kalnina.

Més neesam vieniga latvieSu
organizacija Toronto, kas iesaka savu darbtbu
Sv. Andreja draudzes dievhama, bet varbiit
uzdrTkstamies pateikt visu masu varda, cik
nozimigs ir bijis Sis nams visu Toronto latvieSu
dzive, ne tikvien draudzei.

Mums, Gaujas (14.) gaidu vientbai ir
TpaSas saites ar Sv. Andreja draudzi: ta ir
musu krustmate. Katru otru gadu septembrr,
atsakot gadskartéjo
darbtbu, un februara ménest,
atzimejot gada svetkus, te
esam tikusas, kopa ar
skautiem, kopa ar draudzi.

So saiti uzsver masu
solTjums: bat uztictgai Dievam
un Latvijai, palidzét tuvakajam
katra br1dT, un pildTt gaidu
likumus. Tajos skaidri sajutam
savu tuvo saistibu ar Dievu un
ar baznicu.

Pateicamies Dievam, un
pateicamies draudzei, ka
mums ir bijusi iespé€ja veidoties
ka gaidu vienTbai Saja skaistaja
dievhama.

Seko izvilkumi no Vitas Gaikes raksta
“Toronto Sv. Andreja draudze atvadas
no sava dievhama.” (LATVIJA
AMERIKA, sestdien, 2015. g. 17.
janvara, 3. nr.)

Pateicibas vardi izskanéja, parstavot visus tos, kas
Sai dievhama ir kristiti, ka art tos, kas dievhama ir
sanémusi Svéto vakarédienu. Gandriz visi
klateso8ie devas pie dievgalda, lai to 8aja baznica
baudttu pedgjo reizi.
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Skaistu muzikalo ietérpu pateicibas dievkalpojuma
shiedza dziedataji Vilma Vitola, Maria Thorburn,
Vaira Gertnere un Alberts VTtols, Anitas Gaides
érgelu un klavieru pavadijuma.




Dievludzéji baudija telpas burvibu vél pédgjo reizi,
saules stariem rotajoties krasnajas vitrazu
mozaikas.

Ta ka baznicéni vél negribéja tik atri Skirties no
sava dievhama, tad blakus telpas varéja
pakavéties pie uzkodam un sarunam par laiku,
kas Seit pavadits.

Gajienu dievkalpojuma beigas vadija Lieldienu
sveCe, ka augdamcelSanas simbols, novélot
draudzei jaunu posmu ticibas cela.

Péc dievkalpojuma visus sildija sajuta, ka stipra
draudze atradis savu pamatu arTf nakama
majvieta.




NO PADOMES VIEDOKLA---

Kade| jaatvadas no Sv. Andreja baznicas, ja
ta vel nav pardota?

Tiesa - pirkSanas/pardo$anas darTjumu
neizdevas noslégt ta, ka bija paredzéts.
LTiguma termins tika jau reiz pagarinats, bet
art tad noliktais 15. decembra datums pagaja
bez ceréta gala rezultata. Tomeér, vél arvien
ceram uz labveéltgu atrisinajumu starp Grace
Church, latvieSu un igaunu

Sv. Andreja draudzém. Grace Church vél
turpina meklét iespéjas, ka nopirkt Sv. Andreja
baznicu.

Draudzes padomei viena atbildiba ir par
baznicas €kas uzturéSanu un
apsaimniekosanu un Sobr1d arT Vél

par baznicas pardoSanas dartjuma
nokarto$anu ITdz galam.

Draudzes padomei otra atbildtba ir par
draudzes dzives un draudzes aktivas
darbTbas veicinasanu.

Sakara ar Grace Church piedavajumu pirkt
baznicas €ku, draudzei ir nacies parvértet
savu pasreizéjo situaciju, nakotnes mérkus un
darbibas iespéjas. Aizvaditaja gada, draudzes
65. jubilejas gada, Sv. Andreja latvieSu
draudze, kopa ar igaunu draudzi, nonaca pie
Iémuma pardot baznicu, ta atsvabinoties no
lielas slodzes un atbildTbas par €kas
uzturéSanu un remontiem, kas nakotné prasttu
arvien lielakus ITdzeklus un draudzei, tas
loceklu skaitam sarukot, sagadatu nopietnas
gratibas.

Lémums baznicu pardot tomér bija loti
drosmigs solis, jo ITdz Sim draudzes identitate
un darbTba ir bijusi cieSi saistita ar So
baznicas €ku. Ta ir bijusi nozimiga nevien
katra draudzes locekla dzive, bet arT visas
Toronto latvieSu sabiedribas dzive, 1pasi
sakuma gados, kad baznicas telpas darbojas
latvieSu skolas un organizacijas un notika
daudz un dazadi sartkojumi.
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Draudze, mekléjot sev jaunu majvietu,
iespéjas un virzienu nakotnes darbibai,
nonaca pie atrisinadjuma sadarboties ar Sv.
Jana draudzi un kopigi veidot nakotni Sv. Jana
baznica.

Sis arT ir drosmTgs solis, kas prasa no abam
draudzem piemérosanos jauniem apstakliem
un cieSaku savstarpéju sadarbibu. Taja pasa
laika Sis izkartojums paver vél neizmantotas
iespéjas abam draudzém iedzivinat jaunu
sparu un rosigu darbtbu nakotné. Esam
pateicigi Sv. Jana draudzei un padomei par
visu ITdzSingjo pretimnaksanu, atbalstu un
paltdzibu masu parcelSanas un turpmakas
sadarbtbas jautajumu kartoSana.

KopTiga reformacijas dienas dievkalpojuma
2014. g. 25. oktobrT igaunu draudze atvadTjas
no Sv. Andreja baznicas un no mums,
atziméjot arT musu 63 kopa aizvaditos gadus
Sv. Andreja baznica. lgaunu draudze jau
novembr1 parcela savu darbibu uz Agricola
somu luteranu baznicu, kur ir majvieta vél art
zviedru luteranu draudzei.

Lai gan 2. novembrT sanacam kopa Sv. Jana
baznica uz dievkalpojumu un uz abu draudzu
tuvaku iepazisanos, més atlikam savu
parcelSanos uz Sv. Jana bazntcu ITdz ST gada
janvara pirkSanas/pardosanas pagarinata
ITguma paredzétajam nosléguma datumam.
Noveértéjam iespéju Sajos atlikuSajos ménesos
vél izbaudTt &rgelu un klavieru koncertus un
nosvinét adventu un Ziemassvétkus sava
iemTlotaja dievnama.

Visu rudens posmu, un vél papildus ITdz
Ziemassvetkiem, dievkalpojumus un
sarTkojumus, ka arT intervijas ar draudzes
locekliem un darbiniekiem, iemuzinaja
videolentas, no ka tiks izveidota paliekoSa
dokumentacija videofilma par masu draudzes
vésturi un darbtbu un par musu dievnamu.

Vasaras beigas iesaktais archivu kartoSanas
darbs, gatavojoties uz parcelSanos, vél
turpinas, prasot vairak darba un laika neka
sakotneji domats, tomér loti svarigs un
vertigs.



Oktobra un novembra ménesos kopa ar
igaunu draudzi notika baznicas inventara
apzinasana un dokumentésSana, abam
draudzém kopTgi piederoSo mantu daliSana,
nevajadzigo mantu pardosana Internet izsolé,
vai to aizvakSana un pagraba telpu
iztukS8oSana. Mums ir vél japabeidz izvakt visu
atlikuso no savas pagraba dalas un paréjam
telpam un jasagatavojas uz pilnTgu
parcelSanos ar ITdznemamo inventaru.

Savu jubilejas gadu nosledzam vecgada
vakara péc dievkalpojuma, saskandinot
SampanieSa glazes un novélot viens otram
laimTgu jauno gadu.

Likas, ka Sis batu pareizais bridis noslegt ar1
muasu garo darbibas posmu Sv. Andreja
baznica un ar jauno gadu uzsakt jaunu posmu
ar parcel$anos uz Sv. Jana bazntcu.

Tas, ka baznicas pardoSanas darTjums nav
nokartojies ka paredzéts, mums, saprotams,
rada sarezgTjumus. Apzinamies, ka vél arvien
kopa ar igaunu draudzi esam baznicas
[TdzTpasnieki un atbildigi par ékas uzturé$anu
un apsaimniekosanu |Tdz galigajam
pardoSanas bridim. Sis stavoklis sagada
ripes un bazas ar pienakumiem, kas mums
jakarto, cik vien atri un mums labveligi
iespéjams. Sadarbiba ar igaunu draudzi
turpinasim sarunas ar Grace Church, lai
viniem palidzétu nopirkt musu baznicu un
risinasim baznicas apsaimnieko$Sanas
jautajumus.

Taja pasa laika nevélamies atstat turpmako
draudzes darb1bu un nakotnes veidoSanu
nezinas stavoklT uz nenoteiktu laiku.
Domajam, ka visveseligakais atrisinajums
draudzes dzives turpinasanai un &1 parejas
posma parvaréSanai batu sekot paredzétajam
planam un Sv. Andreja draudzes
dievkalpojumus un darbtbu parcelt uz Sv.
Jana baznicu, lai tur saktu Tstenot nakotnes
ieceres un nodomus. Janem véra arT tas, ka
turpinot vilcinaties ar savu parcel$anos, més
iespaidotu arT Sv. Jana draudzi, kas, rékinoties
ar musu parcel8anos, ir jau atbrivojusi mums
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biroja telpu un saskanojusi savas darbibas
kalendaru ar muséjo.

Sis parejas posms, kartojot Sv. Andreja
baznicas €kas uzturéSanas pienakumus un
pardoSanas darTjumu, un taja pasa laika
izveidojot musu draudzes darbibas
turpinajumu sadarbiba ar Sv. Jana draudzi Sv.
Jana baznica, prasis daudz darba un pules.
Tade| aicinam un ceram uz visu draudzes
loceklu pacietibu, izpratni, ITdzdalTbu un
atbalstu, lai més kop1gi spétu nonakt pie
vislabakajiem atrisinajumiem, kas varétu
stiprinat draudzi un palidzétu veicinat
draudzes darbTbu.

Sv. Andreja draudze savas 65 gadu
pastavésanas laika vienmer ir bijusi atvérta,
atsauciga un drosmiga, gatava uzdrikstéties
un uzsakt kaut ko jaunu.

Izludzamies Dieva vadibu, lai Sv. Andreja
draudze spétu turpinat tada bat un ta darboties
ar1 nakotne.

ParcelSanas uz Sv. Jér,la baznicu

ADRESE:
-Sv. Andreja draudzes adrese LELBAL gada
gramatas adreSu saraksta un art
Kreditsabiedribas kalendara ir mainTita uz
Sv. Jana baznicas adresi - 200 Balmoral
Ave., Toronto, ON M4V 1J6, jo ST maina
tika nodota pagaju$aja gada, paredzot, ka
jau busim savu baznicu pardevusi un
parcelusSies.

Pagaidam vél draudzes locekli lugti, pa
pastu kartojot dartjumus ar draudzes
biroju, turpinat lietot lidzSinéejo adresi -
383 Jarvis St., Toronto, ON M5B 2C7.

ADMINISTRACIJA:
*L1dz kamér Sv. Andreja baznica tiek
pardota, vai vismaz I1dz 1. martam, Sarma
Gaide, musu draudzes administratore,
turpinas darboties sava biroja Sv. Andreja
baznica, kartojot draudzes vajadzibas un
baznicas uzturéSanas lietas, jo no droSibas
viedokla un apdrosinasanas noteikumiem,



baznicas telpas nevar atstat pavisam
tuksas. ArT igaunu draudze uzturés daleju
biroja darbtbu Sv. Andreja baznica.

‘Bez tam, pa So laiku baznicas telpas var
Trét reklamu vai filmu kompanijas un
iesp€jams arT citi. Tas paltdzetu segt
baznicas uzturéSanas izdevumus.
Pieméram, pédéjos ménesos par ¢etram
atseviskam reizém no reklamu un filmu
kompanijam par telpu Tri kopa ienemts
apméram $8,000.

Draudzes biroja telefona numurs (ar1
parejot uz Sv. Jana baznicu) paliks tas
pats: 416-924-1563.
*ArT administratores biroja stundas
pagaidam nemainisies, bet, ja ir vajadziba
personigi kaut ko kartot biroja, ltudzu
sazinieties ieprieks pa telefonu ar Sarmu
Gaidi.

DIEVKALPOJUMI

Turpmak visi Sv. Andreja draudzes

dievkalpojumi un darbiba notiks Sv. Jana

baznica.
*Draudzes izveidos kopé&ju dievkalpojumu
un sarTkojumu kalendaru un macttaji
vienosies par svétku un Tpaso gadijumu
izkartojumu.

lesakot kop€jos dievkalpojumus ar 81 gada 18.

janvari, macttaji ir vienojusies, ka par katra

meénesa
*pirmas un tresas svétdienas dievkalpojumu
bas atbildiga Sv. Jana draudze, bet par
katra ménesa otras un ceturtas
svétdienas dievkalpojumu - Sv. Andreja
draudze. Atseviskas reizés, ja
nepiecieSams, 8o iedaltjumu var izmainft.
+AtbildTba par dievkalpojumu ir nozimeétas
draudzes macitajam/-ai, érgelniekam/
érgelniecei, pérminderiem, dezurantiem un
damu komitejai un ieskaita rapésanos par
dievkalpojuma kartibu, ta norisi, dievgalda
traukiem un maizi un vinu, altara ziediem
un kafijas galdu péc dievkalpojuma.

SADARBIBAS LIGUMS
+Abu draudzu padomes ir vienojusas un
parakstTjuSas sadarbibas ITgumu uz
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pieciem gadiem, ar iespéju to atjaunot,
nemainot noteikumus, vél atkartoti divreiz
uz pieciem gadiem. Viena vai otra draudze
var art no Iiguma atteikties, to rakstiski
pazinojot seSus meénesus ieprieks.

*LTguma noradTts, ka abas draudzes
turpinas darboties ka atseviskas vienibas ar
savu vadibu un padomi.

*Abas draudzes vienlidz1gi dalisies ar
kartejiem €kas uzturéSanas,
apsaimnieko$anas un €kas apdroSinasanas
izdevumiem.

*Abu draudzu macTtaji dalisies ar macitaja
biroja lietoSanu. Sv. Andreja draudzes
macrTtajai birojs bus pieejams divas dienas
nedéla.

*Sv. Andreja draudzei bus sava biroja telpa
administrativam vajadztbam ar atbildTbu
par sava telefona, datora un biroja
izdevumiem.

*Dievkalpojumos katrai draudzei bus savas
ziedojumu aploksnes. AtseviSkus naudas
ziedojumus kollekté bez aploksném sadalis
uz pusém starp abam draudzem.

*|zveidos Cetru loceklu kopejas sadarbibas
komiteju ar diviem izraudzitiem parstavjiem
no katras draudzes (ar vismaz vienu
parstavi no katras padomes), kura satiksies
vismaz Cetras reizes gada un

‘rupésies, lai abas draudzes ievérotu
sadarbibas Itfguma noteikumus un lai
parrunatu radusos jautajumus vai
ieteikumus.

LIFTS: Sv. Jana baznica ir atvieglota
parvietoSanas tiem, kam kapnes sagada
gratibas. Ir iertkots lifts, kura var ieiet no
arpuses, vai iekSpuses un uzbraukt ITdz
dievnama ITmenim, vai arT nobraukt uz lejas
zali.

AUTOMASINU NOVIETOSANA:
AutomasTinas svétdienas var novietot skolas
laukuma blakus baznTcai, vai tuvuma uz ielas
bez maksas.

TRANSPORTS:
* Ja kadiem draudzes locekliem noklasana
uz Sv. Jana bazntcu sagada gratibas, ludzu



pazinojiet to draudzes biroja. Méginasim
sarunat transportu.

+Biroja ir aicinati pieteikties arT tie draudzes
locekli, kuri batu ar mieru sava automasina
uz baznicu atvest ITdz kadu draudzes
locekli, kas dzivo tuvuma, vai ir pa celam.

DAMU KOMITEJA
*Damu komiteja laipni aicina draudzes
damas aktivi piedalTties un palidzét pie
kafijas galda péc otras un ceturtas ménesa
svétdienas dievkalpojumiem, sakot ar 25.
janvara dievkalpojumu un pie pankuku
brokastim pirms dievkalpojuma 8. februart.
-Ludzu pieteikties pie Intas Briedes:
416-438-3906.

SVETDIENAS SKOLA:
+Sv. Jana draudzeé darbojas svétdienas
skola, par ko rupé€jas Cetras skolotajas - Inta
Gifford, Karena Avenina, Nora Turkévica un
Anne Reinberga. Vinas |oti gaida un laipni
aicina arT musu draudzes bérnus
piebiedroties, lai bérnu pulcins batu lielaks
un bérniem butu interesantak. Svetdienas
skola pienem pamatskolas vecuma bérnus,
ka arT zidainus. Bérni var nakt katra laika
bez pieteik§anas.
*Svétdienas skolas nodarbibas paredzétas
katru otro svétdienu, divreiz ménesr -
Nakosas svétdienas skolas reizes bus 25.
janvart, 8. februart, 22. februart.
+Ja vélaties papildus informéaciju, lGdzu
sazinieties ar Intu Gifford: 905-428-6662.
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KLUSA LAIKA PARDOMAS - sestdien, 21.
februari no pl. 10:00 Iidz pl. 13:00

- Sv. Jana baznicas lejas zalé

- Sv. Andreja draudzes izkartojuma

Paredzéts no jauna iepazrties ar kristigas
tictbas garigam davanam un neformala veida
kop1gi parrunat jautajumus - "Kas ir draudze?
Ko nozimeé but draudzes

loceklim?"

Papildus informacija sekos.
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SV. ANDREJA DRAUDZES
DAMU KOMITEJA

AICINA VISUS UZ PANKUKU BROKASTIM

pirms dievkalpojuma

Svetdien, 8. februari,
sakot no pl.9:000 no rita

Mac. lize Sv. Jana baznica pie altara, 2014. g. 2.
novembra dievkalojuma
Foto: Janis Tannis

DRAUDZES ZINU REDAKTORE:
Skaidrite Leja
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DRAUDZES EGLITE UN 3 CHRISTMAS DINNER AND
BRIVPRATIGO GODINASANA VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION EVENT

Brivpratigie draudzes darbinieki draudzes eglité, 2014.g. 7. dec. Honouring our indispensible volunteers!
Visi Fotos/ All pictures: Ojars Sils

Vakara vadTtaja Liga Miklagévica un érgelnieks Davids Smits
vada kopdziedasanu. Dinner organizer Liga Miklasévica and
organist Davids Smits lead the carol singing.

tradicionalo svétku mielastu. Dinner guests enjoyed a
traditional Christmas dinner.




Ar Betlemes Miera Gaismu

ZIEMSVETKU VAKARA guntinas aizdedzina Adventa
DIEVKALPOJUMS sveces

- The Girl Guides light the
201 4-9- 24. decembri candles with the Peace

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  Flame from Bethlehem

4

dzied ‘Engelu’ koris
The ‘Angel’ Choir

Klusa nakts, svéta nakts
Silent Night, Holy night

/

Priectgus Ziemsvétkus! Merry Christmas! All Fotos: Janis Tannis
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COUNCIL CHAIR
INTRODUCTION

Dear congregation members,

As you are doubtless aware, our
congregation is going through a period
of great transition. Our Church
provided us with a sacred place to give
our thanks to God and to celebrate the
life and teachings of Jesus for over
sixty years. In addition to serving as
our spiritual home, it also provided a
gathering place for celebrations and
activities in support of the broader
Latvian community. Our church was
central to the support of the Latvian
community during the very trying times
after the Second World War.

Times change and we now need to look forward to
meet the future needs of our congregation and our
community. With the support of the congregation
we are planning our move to St. John's Ev.
Lutheran Latvian Church. This change, and
cooperation with the St. John's Congregation, is
strongly supported by the leadership of both
congregations, and we look forward to the benefits
that both congregations will receive as a
consequence of these changes. We are also very
pleased that we are currently working with Grace
Congregation for them to acquire our church. The
transfer of our church to the Grace Congregation
will ensure that this house of worship will continue
to have the kind of stewardship it needs and
deserves.

After celebrating our last service in our beloved
home let us go forward with hearts full of peace
and thankfulness, confident in God’s continuing
guidance and blessing on our future path.

Voldemar Innus
Council Chair
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE SERMON NOTES
January 11, 2015

Take a look around the sanctuary.
What catches your eye? Why?

Think back to a time you were here that left a
particularly deep impression.
What was it that made it that way?

What are you particularly fond of in this place?
Now go back over your list.

Each of these items, events, carries a deeper
meaning. They symbolize something.

Be still for a moment and look at one thing at a
time.

What is this telling you?

What is God telling you?

Make a note of what you are experiencing.
Ask God for the grace to be able to discern
how you might bring this experience into your
worship and interactions with others even if
you are no longer here.

Make a note of what you are experiencing.

Give thanks for this time.



PASTOR ILZE’S SERMON

The sermon notes summarize the
substance of what | have been saying in
Latvian. Perhaps this has given you the
opportunity to spend time just being still,
to quietly reflect on how this sacred place
has spoken to you, and to give thanks for
all that you have received here over the
years. Sitting quietly, but never alone.
Surrounded by the community gathered
here today and the presence of those who
have occupied these pews over the
decades. A community called into being
by God come into the world as Jesus,
whose Spirit has shaped ministry in this
place.

To leave this place does not mean
that these connections are broken. When
Jesus says: “Abide in me as | abide in you”
he is both affirming something, and
challenging us, his followers. Jesus points
out that his relationship with us is the
foundation of who we are. He abides with
us. He does not stand alongside, or a little
way away, but is with us, within and
amongst us. The present continuous
tense.

It is on the basis of this that he
invites us to shape our relationship with
him, and let that be the pattern by which
we create community with one another.
That is, as a people who embody the love
of God in all they are, and in all they do,
just as Jesus did. These are the
commandments to which Jesus refers.
This is to be the template for our future
together as St Andrew’s Latvian Lutheran
Church. This will be our template as we
shape our mission and ministry in years to
come: the love of God which we receive
and share.

I’d like to end with a prayer to reflect our
communal hope:

Lord:
It is a gift to hear your call in my life.

It is a gift to be able to gather with others in a
place where together we can praise you and
offer up our prayers and thanksgiving.

| dedicate my life to serving you by serving
others in Jesus’ name.

Show me how to take what | have received in
this place and make it real for the rest of my
days.

Amen.

Maria Thorburn, Vaira Gertners and Alberts Vitols singing
Mendelson’s song Griiss
Foto: Janis Tannis
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English translation of Griiss by Joseph von
Eichendorff.

Wherever | go and look,

in field and forest and plain,
down the hill to the meadow;
most beautiful one,

| greet you a thousand times.

In my garden | find many flowers,
pretty and nice,

many garlands | bind from them
and a thousand thoughts

and greetings | weave into them.

I must not give one though, to you;

you are too noble and fair;

they will have to fade too soon;

only love without equal stays in the heart
forever.



GREETINGS FROM THE LATVIAN
LUTHERAN CHURCH ABROAD (LELBAL),
ARCHIBISHOP elect LAUMA ZUSEVICA:

We have gathered to give thanks for the
blessings God has bestowed upon St.
Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church since
November 4, 1951, when the first service was
held here together with the Estonian
congregation. Today we give thanks for the
ministry that has transformed this place into a
sacred spiritual home for so many of you.
Nurtured and fed by Christ, and each other,
you grew in your Christian faith, and it was
strong enough to carry God’s message of
hope through so many changes.

Every time worship concluded here, you
went back out into the world with a mission, a
challenge, and a hope. As you leave this
beloved sanctuary today, St. Andrew’s mission
and life will continue in a new and different
place, still guided by and blessed by the same
wondrous God who has brought you to this
day. He has faithfully led you, and He will walk
alongside you as your journey of faith
continues. We thank Him that He still calls us
to be a part of His work, His future hope for all
of us. May God bless this service of thanks
and the memories that have been created
here. May they serve to so strengthen you in
faith, in hope, and in God’s grace, that you
seek to create new memories for generations
to come.

You are not alone. Others will continue
to pray with you and for you. What might
seem to be an end is but a transitional step
toward the next task of faith, the adventure our
God has in mind for you as St. Andrew’s, and
for all of us together.
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Today others truly are with you in prayer
and thought; | convey greetings from
Archbishop Elmars Ernsts Rozitis:
| greet you at this significant time with words
from today'’s scriptural reading:

“Open wide your hearts!” (Il Cor 6:13)
And let this be my wish for you, as you depart
from this beautiful sanctuary, where so much
has transpired that has been important for the
whole of our Church as much as for me
personally, in common with many of you. Let
our mood at this time not be governed by a
sense of narrowed prospects, but rather let us
be influenced by a newfound sense of
openness— an openness like God’s Kingdom,
opening our hearts anew to one another.

Let us not forget our identity and our
honour- as Christians and as Latvians!- as it is
written in Hebrews: “We have on earth no
permanent dwellingplace, but we search for
our eternal home”. ... This is neither our
beginning nor our end. We come from God
and journey towards Him. We come from
Latvia but the whole world belongs to us. We
are grateful for the hospitality we have enjoyed
here for a while- just as our host community
can be grateful for the cultural gifts we have
shared with our neighbours.

So let the journey continue! Seek out
your next harbour! Seek, not in anxious
groping, but in consciousness of the promise
of belonging that you have been assured: your
baptism goes with you; the Sacrements
accompany you; the Word of God, in Latvian,
as well as all other local languages, goes with
you. The Holy Spirit promised to be wherever
where two or three are gathered in His Name-
may He be with you, protect and guide you
always. May His blessing go with you!

United with you in an open heart
Yours,

+ Elmars Ernsts Rozitis
LELBAL archibTskaps
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WRITTEN GREETINGS:
From our former pastor Juris Calttis:

The majestic opening words of Psalm 90 say:
“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all
generations.”

These words refer to God, our refuge and our
guardian. But these are words that could also
at this time refer to the sanctuary to which you,
my beloved St. Andrews congregation, are
saying farewell...

With all my heart | wish for you, my beloved
congregation, confidence, trust, and deep
conviction in facing your future, a future which
is known to no man, but which will be no less
protected by God than in the past. God’s
blessing on the next phase in the life of your
congregation!

Pastor Juris Calitis, from Zvannieki, Latvia

Fond greetings to my FIRST congregation!
Today is your farewell service in your
beautiful church. A significant chapter in your
history is drawing to a close. But this is not the
end! Christian service can continue! God
opens new possibilities for your future. Face

Jl ﬂl\ l”h
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forward with Faith, Hope and
Love! Change is God’s way
of teaching us to trust that we
have no eternal home here.
We are constantly
journeying, to meet in a
PLACE and
CIRCUMSTANCES the
human mind cannot
comprehend.

| send heartfelt
wishes that your remaining
time be spent not only
looking back on ‘golden
memories’, but in embracing
with all your strength and
God’s help today and now. In
this lies your only chance of
experiencing a living
relationship with GOD!
Yours, with sincerity and love,

Pastor Maris Ludviks. Talsi, Latvia

I

Wishing God’s blessing on St. Andrew’s
congregation and Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart’s
continuing leadership. With sincere gratitude
for our ongoing collaboration and fellowship.

Pastor Juris Rubenis, Dr. Theo., Latvia

Karlis un leva Siksna ar meitinu Alizi
Karlis and leva Siksna and their daughter Alize
Foto: Janis Tannis



FROM THE COUNCIL’S POINT OF VIEW...

So why leave St. Andrews if the church
hasn’t yet been sold?

True, the purchase/sale transaction was not
completed on the projected timetable. The
original term was extended, but still the Dec.
15 deadline passed without the desired result.
Nonetheless, we are still hopeful for a
successful completion of the sale between
Grace Church and St. Andrew’s Latvian and
Estonian congregations, to which Grace
Church is still fully committed.

The Council faces a twofold responsibility in
this matter: one responsibility is the
management of our present building until the
sale is realized; the second obligation is to
support the healthy functioning of the
congregation’s activities.

The potential sale of the church presented an
opportunity to re-evaluate our current situation,
our future goals and priorities. In it’s 65th
anniversary year, St. Andrew’s Latvian
congregation, together with our Estonian
counterpart, took the decision to sell our
present building, thus freeing us from the
heavy burden of maintaining and keeping in
good repair a large and aging building that
would require ever more resources. As our
joint congregations shrink, this burden would
become increasingly unsupportable.
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The decision to sell was
accompanied with some
trepidation, since our identity as a
congregation and our service in
the community has to date been
so closely associated with this
building. It has been significant
not only to every congregation
member, but also to the Toronto
Latvian community at large,
particularly in the early years
when the church was also home
to many secular organizations,
including Latvian schools, and the venue of
countless cultural events and celebrations.

In its quest for a new home, and pondering
prospects and opportunities for its future, the
congregation chose to make its new home
with St. John’s congregation in their building.
This bold step will require both congregations
to make accommodations and collaborate
closely with one another. At the same time, it
opens previously undeveloped possibilities for
renewal and revitalization to both
congregations. The Council is grateful to St.
John’s congregation and their leadership for
their receptiveness, support and assistance in
resolving issues relating to our move and
future collaboration.

At a joint Reformation Day service on October
25, 2014, the Estonian congregation said
farewell to St. Andrew’s church and to us,
marking the end of our 63 year shared history.
As of November they are sharing space in
Agricola Finnish Lutheran church with a third
group, a Swedish Lutheran congregation.

While St. Andrew’s and St. John’s Latvian
congregations held a first joint service at St.
John’s church on Nov. 2, to get better
acquainted as congregations, we decided to
delay our move to St. John’s to January, after
the anticipated sale closing date. This delay
allowed us to fully enjoy a number of organ
and piano concerts in our wonderful sanctuary



as well as celebrate the Advent season and
Christmas in our beloved home.

All fall, right up until Christmas, our services
and events have been filmed, along with
interviews with congregation members and
workers, to create a documentary video about
our congregation’s history and activity in this
historic building.

The task of organizing and rationalizing our
congregation archives in preparation for
moving is ongoing, requiring more time and
effort than was anticipated. It is, however, a
vital and valuable undertaking.

During the months of October and November,
both resident congregations did an inventory
of the church contents, jointly deciding who
owned what and disposing of unwanted
furniture and furnishings through an online
auction. The Estonians completed their
removals; we still have areas to clear out, as
well as arranging for the relocation of our
remaining belongings to St. John’s Church.

Our anniversary year concluded with the New
Year’s Eve service, followed by a champagne
toast in the hall, as we exchanged New Year’s
wishes. The new year seemed an auspicious
time to conclude our time at St. Andrew’s and
begin the next phase of our congregation’s life
with our move to St. John’s.

The fact that the sale of the church has not
been resolved creates understandable
complications, including the fact that we,
together with the Estonian congregation, are
still responsible for the care and maintenance
of the building until the sale is finalized. This
uncertainty is the source of considerable
anxiety and an extra workload, which we are
trying to conclude as cordially and favorably as
possible. Negotiations with Grace Church are
ongoing, to expedite the sale of the church to
them and resolve interim property
management issues.
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At the same time, the uncertainty is damaging
to our congregation’s current activities and
future planning. As a council we feel that the
healthiest way to address our further
development, as well as weather this
transitional phase, is to move our services and
activities to St. John’s and initiate our
collaboration as planned. Another
consideration is the impact of further delay on
St. John’s congregation, when they have
made substantial efforts to accommodate our
anticipated arrival, freeing up space for our
office and establishing a joint worship
schedule.

This transitional period, as we finalize the sale
of our church and move forward in partnership
with the St. John’s congregation, will involve a
great deal of additonal effort. Consequently,
we invite and hope for the congregation’s
patience, understanding, participation and
support to arrive at solutions together which
will strengthen and enhance our operations in
every sphere.

Throughout its 65 year history St. Andrews
congregation has always been open-minded,
responsive and courageous, ready to face
challenges and venture into unfamiliar territory.
We pray for God’s guidance to keep us on this
path now and into the future.

TRANSITION PERIOD INFORMATION

ADDRESS:
eIn the LELBAL 2015 yearbook and Credit
Union yearbook, St. Andrew’s address has
been changed to the St. John’s Church
address: 200 Balmoral Ave., Toronto, ON
M4V 1J6, as these entries were made last
year in the expectation that our church
would be sold and we would have moved.

For the time being all correspondence to

the church administration should continue

to be directed to the current address:

383 Jarvis St., Toronto, ON M5B 2C7.



CHURCH ADMINISTRATION:
eUntil the church is sold, or at least until
March 1, 2015, the office administrator
Sarma Gaide will continue to work out of the
St. Andrew’s Church office, since it is not
desirable to leave the building unoccupied
for insurance purposes. The Estonian
congregation is also continuing to use St.
Andrews for their administration and council
meetings.
¢As well, the building continues to be
rented; film and production company rentals
have earned the congregations $8000 from
four separate rentals in the last few months.

The congregation’s telephone number will
remain the same 416-924-1563, even after
the move
o The office hours will also remain the same,
but making an appointment with Sarma
Gaide in advance will ensure she is
available at the desired time.

SERVICES
All future services and church activities
will take place at St. John’s Church.
e The two congregations will establish a joint
service and event calendar, with the pastors
sharing responsibility for holiday services
and special events.
Beginning with January 18, 2015, the pastors
have agreed that the regular services rotation
will be :
othe first and third Sunday services will be
the responsibility of St. John’s congregation,
and
ethe second and fourth Sunday services
will be the responsibility of St. Andrew’s
congregation.
¢ This arrangement can be changed as
needed to accommodate special
circumstances.
e The responsibility for the Sunday service
will encompass the pastor, organist, elders,
greeters and women’s committee; each
group will co-ordinate the order of service,
the bulletin, communion vessels, bread and
wine, altar flowers and refreshments for the
fellowship hour after the service.

SHARED USE AGREEMENT
eBoth congregations have signed a Shared
Use Agreement for a five year term, with the
option to renew without changing the terms
for another five years, two more times. Each
congregation can also withdraw from the
agreement by giving six months written
notice of their intent.
o The terms of the agreement stipulate that
each congregation will continue to operate
as a separate entity with their own Council
and leadership.
eBoth congregations will equally share all
regular building maintenance, repair and
insurance expenses.
eBoth pastors will share the pastor’s office.
St. Andrew’s pastor will have access to the
pastoral office two days a week.
¢St. Andrew’s congregation will have its’
own office and will be responsible for its’
own telephone, computer and
administrative expenses.
oAt each service, donation envelopes for
both congregations will be made available.
Donations not specifically directed to either
congregation will be evenly divided between
the congregations.
¢ A joint, four member management
committee will be formed, with two
appointed members from each
congregation (of which one must be a
member of their respective church Council),
to meet four times a year to ensure that
both parties live up to the terms of the
agreement and to discuss issues or
recommendations that arise.

ELEVATOR
¢St. John’s Church has the advantage of an
elevator for those with mobility issues. It is
also accessible from the outside of the
building and conveys passengers to both
the sanctuary and lower hall levels.

PARKING
eFree parking is available Sundays and
evenings in the Brown School parking lot
adjacent to the church; free street parking is
also possible.



eAnyone experiencing difficulty reaching St.

John’s Church by public transit is invited to
notify the church office and we will attempt
to arrange transportation.

e Those who are willing to give someone a
ride to church on Sunday are also invited to
identify themselves to the office so you can
be paired up with members who live nearby
or on the way to church.

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE
«The Women’s Committee cordially invites
congregation women to take an active role
helping serve coffee after service on the
second and fourth Sundays of the month,
beginning with January 25. Assistance with
the traditional pancake breakfast before
church on February 8 would also be
appreciated.
ePlease contact Inta Briedis 416-438-3906

SUNDAY SCHOOL

«St. John’s congregation has a Sunday
School, served by four teachers: Inta
Gifford, Karena Avenina, Nora Turkévica
and Anne Reiberga. They would be very
happy to welcome children from our
congregation to join them: a larger group
would be more fun! They are happy to
accept children of all ages, infants to grade
schoolers. Children are welcome to attend
without notice.
eSunday School operates every second
Sunday, twice a month; the next Sundays
are January 25, February 8 and 22.
eFor further information contact

Inta Gifford 905-428-6662
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Lenten Reflections:

Saturday, February 21,

from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

in the St John’s Church lower hall
organized by St. Andrew’s

An informal discussion around the questions:
“What is a congregation? What does it mean
to be a congregation member?” will provide a
fresh opportunity to reflect on our spiritual
heritage.

Further information to follow
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ST. ANDREWS WOMENS
COMMITTEE

INVITES YOU TO A PANCAKE
BREAKFAST before church

Sunday, February 8,
starting with 9:00 a.m.

St. John’s
Latvian Lutheran
Church

, Swv.Jana
Latviesu Luteranu
Baznica
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Sv. Andreja ev. lut. latvieSu draudze St. Andrews Ev. Lutheran Latvian
Jis aicina uz Church
divu dienu garigu atputu Invites you to a
A Two-day Retreat

"Naciet vieni pasi savrup kada vientula vieta un atpatieties
makentt." (Marka Ev. 6:31) "Come by yourselves to a secluded place and rest for a while.”
(Mark 6:31)

-—

2015. gada, 6. - 8. marta March 6-8, 2015
Loretto Maryholme Spirituality & Retreat Centre, Loretto Maryholme Spirituality & Retreat Centre,
Lake Simcoe piekrasté on the shore of Lake Simcoe

Vadis/Retreat leaders:
Mac. lize Kuplena-Ewart

Rev. Joanne Davies, Anglican chaplain, Diocese of Toronto, ecumenical
chaplain Mt. Sinai hospital

lespéja klusét, izsmieties, daltties ar citiem un veidot kopTbas sajutu ap kaut
ko citu, neka ikdienu — ap Dievu, kas mas mT1l neierobezoti.

Tuvaka informacija sekos.

Ta ka daltbnieku skaits ir |oti ierobeZots, ludzam pieteikties [Tdz 1. martam.

Time for quiet, laughter, sharing and creating community around a different focus: the God who
loves us more than we know.

Further information to follow.

As space is very limited, we ask that you register by March 1.

$200 daltbas maksa no personas segs visus izdevumus, iznemot celu.
lerobeZots pabalsts pieejams Sv. Andreja draudzes locekliem.

Cost: $200 per person to cover all expenses except transport.
Financial assistance may be available for St. Andrews congregation members.

Tuvaka informacija un pieteiksanas pie Sarmas Gaides, 416.924.1563.
For more information or to register please contact Sarma Gaide at 416.924.1563.
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Kalendars janvaris / februaris / marts 2015
January / February / March 2015 Calendar

Sv. Andreja draudzes dievkalpojumi
notiek Sv. Jana baznicas dievhama

200 Balmoral Ave.

JANVARI

Svétdien, 25. janvari

9:30 lesvétes maciba

11:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu abas
valodas (Sv. Andreja)

Svétdienas skola

FEBRUARI

Svétdien, 1. februan
11:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu (Sv. Jana)

Svétdien, 8. februar

09:00 Sv. Andreja draudzes damu komitejas
rikotas pankiku brokastis

11:00 Dievkalpojums abas valodas (Sv.
Andreja)

Svétdienas skola

Sveétdien, 15. februart
Masu kunga apskaidrosanas diena
11:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu (Sv. Jana)

TresSdien, 18. februarn

Pelnu tresdiena

19:00 Dievkalpojums ar dievgaldu un pelnu
uzlikSanu (kopigs)

Sestdien, 21. februart

Klusa laika pardomas

10:00 - 13:00 Sv. Jana baznicas lejas zalé
Sv. Andreja draudzes izkartojuma

Sestdien, 21. februari

14:00 Sidrabenes pilnsapulce
Sidrabenes kafejnica
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Sveétdien, 22. februart

1. Svétdiena cieSanu laika

11:00 Dievkalpojums (Sv. Andreja)
Svétdienas skola

MARTA

Svétdien, 1. marta

11:00 Dievkalpojums abas valodas (Sv.
Andreja)

12:30 Sv. Andreja draudzes pilnsapulce (Sv.
Jana baznicas lejas zal€)

Svétdien, 8. marta
11:00 Dievkalpojums (Sv. Jana)
Pieminot Latvijas brivibas cinitajus un plkv.
O. Kalpaku / TKK lidzdaliba
t. Andrew’s worship will take place at
St. John’s Church
200 Balmoral Ave.
JANUARY

Sunday, January 25th
11:00 Worship for ALL
Sunday school

FEBRUARY

Sunday, February 8th

09:00 St. Andrew’s Ladies’ Auxiliary pancake
breakfast

11:00 Worship for ALL

Sunday school

Saturday, February 21st
02:00 Sidrabene AGM at the Sidrabene cafe

MARCH

Sunday, March 1st

11:00 Worship for ALL

12:30 St. Andrew’s AGM (St. John’s church
lower hall)



