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SV. ANDREJA EV. LUT. LATVIESU DRAUDZE /
ST. ANDREW'’S EV. LUT. LATVIAN
CONGREGATION
Dievkalpojumi pilséta un darbiba notiek / Services and
activities take place at:

St. John’s Ev. Lut. Latvian Church: 200 Balmoral Ave.,
Toronto ON M4V 1J6
tel.: (416) 924-1563; e-pasts /email:
admin@standrewslatvian.org;
timekla lapa / web page: www.standrewslatvian.org

Macitajs / Pastor: Dags Demandts

10 Falcon Dr., Elmira, ON, N3B 3H6
Tel./mob. (416) 884-6211;

e-pasts / email: dagdemandt@hotmail.com

Adminsitratore / Office Manager: Sarma Gaide
Ergelnieks/ Music Director: Davids Smits
Apkopéja / Custodian: Rita Ziedina
Sidrabenes Parvaldnieks / Property Manager:
Clint Tipton (I1dz/to Aug. 2023);

no/from Sept. 01: (acting) Rob Van Den Enden

SIDRABENE:

5100 Appleby Line, Burlington, ON, L7M 0OP5 talrunis /
tel.: (905) 335-3849

e-pasts / email: camp_sidrabene@yahoo.ca

timekla lapa / web page: www.sidrabene.ca

KOMITEJAS 2023 COMMITTEES

PADOME / COUNCIL

Liga MiklaSevics (prick8séde), Arnis Kalnins*, Agris
Robeznieks, Andris Starasts, Indra Mertens, Voldemars
Innus*, Mara Zalcmanis, Indra Liepin$, Marisa Zubans,
Anita Bredovskis, Astrida Kalnins, Karlis Siksna + mac.
Dags Demandts

(*norada, kuriem termind padomé beidzas / members
with term ending)

VALDE / EXECUTIVE
Liga MiklaSevics (priek§séde), Arnis Kalnin$§, Agris
Robeznieks, Andris Starasts + mac. Dags Demandts

PERMINDERI / ALTAR GUILD
Guntis Bérzins, Linda Luck, Iréna Buls, Maureen &
Imants Kivlis (Sidrabené) + mac. Dags Demandts

MUZIKAS KOMITEJA /| MUSIC COMMITTEE
Davids Smits, Vaira Gertners + mac. Dags Demandts

INVESTICIJAS KOMITEJA / INVESTMENT
COMMITTEE

Andris Starasts, lvars Grimba, Voldemars Innus, Andris
Paukséns, Auseklis Zakis, Karlis Siksna

NAKOTNES KOMITEJA / FUTURE COMMITTEE
Voldemars Innus (priek$nieks), Liga Miklasevics, Arnis
Kalnin§, Indra Mertens, Aina Budrévics, Inta Briedis,
Auseklis Zakis, Agris Robeznieks + mac. Dags
Demandts

DAMU KOMITEJA / LADIES’ AUXILIARY

Inta Briedis (priekSniece), Anita Bredovskis, Velta
Zvidris, Maureen Kivlis, Krista Amolins, lize
Morgensterns, Aija Fogele-Wood, Mudite Schuler,
Imants Kivlis, Michael Wood + Sarma Gaide, + mac.
Dags Demandts

“PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI” KOMITEJA / AID TO LATVIA
Andris Rubenis (priekSnieks), Janis Tannis, Auseklis
Zakis, mac. llze Kupléns-Ewart + mac. Dags Demandts

SIDRABENES PARVALDE / SIDRABENE
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Ivars Jégeris (priekSnieks), Anita Laipnieks (sekretare),
Michael Wood (kasieris), Maris Blims, Martin$ Skuja,
Solveiga Karkling, Arnis Kalning, Skaidrite Leja + mac.
Dags Demandts

SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNES KOMITEJA /
CAMP SIDRABENE

Natalija Vagners, Dana Grietin$, Sandra Kalnins, Inga
Untiks, Eriks Kalnins, Caitlyn Ireland, Tobiass Kupléns-
Ewart + mac. Dags Demandts

SID 70 KOMITEJA / SID 70 COMMITTEE

Sandra Kalnin$ (vaditaja), Anita Bredovskis (Damu
kom.), Sylvia Dobson, Dzintra Eglttis, Dana Grietins,
Caitlyn Ireland, Ivars Jégeris, Mona Kleperis, Zile
Liepin§, Indra Liepin$§, Linda Lazda, Astrida Kalnin$, Liga
Miklasévics, Mudtte Schuler, Rasma & Martins Skuja,
Natalija Vagners + mac. Dags Demandts + Sarma Gaide
(birojs)

APRUPES GRUPA / SENIORS’ OUTREACH:
Mudtte Schuler, Inta Briedis, Anda Liberis, Liga
Miklasevics, Sarma Gaide + mac. Dags Demandts

DRAUDZES LOCEKL.U APSVEIKSANA / GREETING
CARDS: Liga Gaide

DRAUDZES ZINAS /| NEWSLETTER
Anda Liberis, Sarma Gaide

STATISTIKA 2023 STATISTICS

MIRUSI / DECEASED (11)

Rita Aug$pols, Milija Budrévics, Juris Jankévics, Biruta
Kauling, Arija Ringis, Dzidra Siksna, Ojars Sils, Ants Tint,
Astrida Vasilis, EiZzenija Vitols, Viesturs Zarins

IESTAJUSIES / NEW MEMBERS (2)
Justin Jamieson, Karen Dzilums

IESVETITI / CONFRIMANDS (3)
Aleksia Kalning, Kate Schuler, Alexandra Thomas

KRISTITI / BAPTIZED (4)
Eva Ciceri, Silvi Markovic, Artdrs Soutar, Maksims
Soutar

DRAUDZES LOCEKLI KOPUMA / 2023 CHANGES
Kristiti: 4 / lesveéttti: 3 / Mirusi: 11



lestajudies: 2 pieaugusie
Aktivi locekli / Active members 31.12.2023: kopuma (in
total) 581 / pilntiesigi (adults) 457

2023. g. DIEVKALPOJUMI / 2023 WORSHIP
Klatiené baznica: 30

TieSraidé / live-streamed: 30 (“ZO0OM”)
Klatiené Sidrabené: 10

Nometnes laika: 5 + 4 sveciSu svétbrizi
Kristus Darzs: 6

Martin Luther University College Chapel: 1

* %k %k k%

In-person worship in Toronto: 30 with Zoom
In-person Sidrabene: 10 / Camp: 5 + 4 candlelight
services

MACITAJA DAGAvDEMANDTA ZINOJUMS PAR
KALPOSANU 2023. GADA

Milas masas un brali Kristu!

Milas masas un brali Krista!

Pateicos Dievam un jums visiem, Sv.
Andreja evangéliski luteriskajai latvieSu draudzei
Toronto, par treSo kopa nokalpoto gadu, kop$ esmu
jasu vida.

Aizvaditaja gada kopuma tika novadtti
65 dievkalpojumi Sv. Jana baznica, Sidrabené un
Kristus darza. Tika art novaditi 2 Taizé mazikali
svétbrizi ar [igSanam par Ukrainu. Loti svarigu
darbu veic misu draudzes pérminderi, nodrosinot,
ka viss ir labi noorganizéts pirms un péc
dievkalpojumiem.

Musu dievkalpojumi pilséta turpina bat
pieejami ka klatiené, ta art virtuali caur Zoom. Més
uzskatam, ka ir [oti svarigi piedavat iespé&ju tiem,
kas netiek uz baznicu, piedalities dievkalpojuma
Zoom platforma.

Esmu [oti pateicigs, ka kalpoju nevis ka
viens macitajs, bet ka ar macrttaju Girtu esam divi,
kuri rotacijas karttba vadam dievkalpojumus pilséta
un atbalstam, un aizvietojam viens otru, kad ir
vajadziba.

Loti nozimigi, ka $aja gada art masu
Eastern Synod biskaps pieSkira macitajai llzei
Kuplénai-Ewart “Honorary Assistant Minister” titulu.
Mac. llze ka goda paligmacitaja reizém vada
dievkalpojumus un béres, ka arT veic
apciemojumus.

Dievs mas turpina svétit ar [oti izcilu
muazikas komandu, kura kuplina misu
dievkalpojumus gan ar tradicionalu, gan
muasdienigu maziku. Liela pateiciba pienakas masu
érgelniekam un mazikas direktoram Davidam
Smitam, Vairai Gertnerei, Albertam Vitolam un
Maria Thorburn.

Loti lielu darbu turpina veikt masu
uzticama damu komiteja, regulari organizéjot
sadraudzibu péc dievkalpojumiem pilséta un
Sidrabené. Damas nekad neatsakas no kalpoSanas
iespéjam.

Ar lielu prieku turpinu kalpo$anu ar
bérniem un jaunieSiem, vadot iesvétes méacibas un
bérnu uzrunas dievkalpojumos. Pagajuda gada
maija musu draudze sviniga dievkalpojuma tika
iesvétitas 3 jaunietes. Pirmo reizi iesvétes
dievkalpojums notika Sidrabené&, misu brivdabas
baznica. Es art turpinu macitt tictbas macibu
Toronto latvieSu skola, kur art vadu rita uzrunas.
Sidrabenes nometné vadiju dievkalpojumus,
sveciSu vakarus un ticibas macibu. Pateicos
Dievam, ka esmu varéjis nokristit Cetrus bérninus
madsu draudzé pédéja gada.

Un, protams, kalpoSana ar veco
paaudzi turpina bat |oti svariga. Masu atjaunota
aprapes grupa, kura darbojas jau otro gadu, turpina
sazinaties ar miusu draudzes veco paaudzi. Man
personigi ir bijis loti stiprinoSi veikt apciemojumus
un sniegt Svéto vakarédienu cilvékiem “Kristus
darza” un majas. Ziemsvétkos sagatavojam un
izdaltijam 26 svétku pacinas.

Liels notikums draudzes un Sidrabenes
dzivé bija Sidrabenes 70 gadu jubileja. Milziga
pateiciba piendkas organizé€Sanas komandai
Sandras Kalninas vadiba. Sava uzruna Sidrabenes
70 g. jubileja min€ju, ka Sidrabene bija dibinata ar
meérki bat par latvietibas cietoksni un vietu, kur
latvieSu bérni var pavadtt laiku sadraudziba
kristigaja nometné. Uzruna pieminéju Sidrabenes
dibinataja, macritaja Adolfa Copa vardus:

“Kad 1pasums bija nopirkts un més sakam
to apsaimniekot, nebijam vél izdomajusi, ka
Tpasumu nosaukt. Atrast piemérotu vardu nebija
nemaz tik viegli. Mdsu bérnu nometnes pirmas
vasaras komandants ieminéjas "Sidrabene”. Pie 81
nosaukuma tad art palikam. Tas izradijas |oti
piemérots. Vélak vésturnieks Péteris Dreimanis ar
“Lidumiesu” gadibu uzrakstija apcer&jumu par
Sidrabeni, nobeidzot to ar apméram §adiem
vardiem: “Tapat ka Sidrabenes pils bija péd€jais
Zemgalu cietoksnis simtsgadu kara, ta lai
Sidrabenes bérnu nometne ir latvietibas cietoksnis,
glabajot latvieSu valodu un kopjot latviskas
tradicijas.”

Jilija Latvija grupina no masu draudzes
Tpasa brauciena apciemojam un uzkapam
Sidrabenes pilskalna Vitinu pagasta, Auces
novada. Pé&c pilskalna svétcelojuma atbalstijam
vienu trlicigu gimeni, kura dzivo netalu no
pilskalna, uzdavinot tai jaunu trauku mazgajamo
masinu.

Pirms daZzam nedélam nosvingjam
draudzes 75 gadu jubileju sviniga muzikala



pateicibas dievkalpojuma. Pateiciba pienakas
organizéSanas komitejai Anitas Bredovskas vadiba.
Jubilejas ziedojumu meérkis bija uzlabot
dievkalpojumu audiovizualo kvalitati — atjaunot
fligeli un veikt dievnama skanas un video sistémas
nepiecieSamo uzlabo$anu. Sim mérkim ienaca pari
par $12,000. Jubilejas sauklis bija “Viss, ko jus
darat, lai notiek milestiba!” (1 Kor 16:14). Sie vardi
lai arT turpmak vada masu draudzi!

Turpinu darboties ka LELBA Jaunatnes
nozares vaditdjs. Sovasar esmu uznémies vadit
LELBA projektu "Priecigas pédas 2" Latvija. 2024.
gada augusta projekts "Priecigas pédas 2" atbalstis
bérnus un pieaugusos 15 vietas Latvija ar jauniem
apaviem (kurpém — ikdienas un izejamas; sporta
apaviem, lietus un ziemas zabakiem), ka ar1
zekém. Sadarbosimies ar Latvijas draudzém
(LELBPasaules Latvijas apgabala un LELB) un
socialajiem dienestiem, lai uzzinatu, kuriem atbalsts
batu nepieciesams visvairak. Planojam ari atbalstit
ukrainu béglus Latvija ar jauniem apaviem! ST bas
brinidkiga iesp&ja masu draudzei piedalities
labdaribas darba un iesaistit vietéjo sabiedribu 3aja
kalpoSana.

VElos no sirds pateikties visiem par
kalpoSanu aizgajusaja 2023. gada un aicinu ikkatru
pievienoties.

Jusu macitajs Dags

Dear sisters and brothers,

We give thanks to God for the year of
2023 and look ahead. Our worship services in 2023
were held in-person and virtually using the hybrid
model. Zoom has allowed us to continue to
welcome worshippers from far and wide; from
across the GTA, Ontario, Canada and even from
other countries.

How true the following words read that
are found on our website: “A Lutheran
Congregation in the heart of the city and beyond.”
In the past year we, the people of God have been
actively engaged in bringing the word of God to
people in the city, Sidrabene and beyond. Be it in
traditional worship services or our more
contemporary model in our monthly service in
Sidrabene. We give thanks for our worship team led
by Davids Smits, Vaira Gertners, Maria Thorburn
and Alberts Vitols. Music is truly an important
cornerstone of our congregation.

Our children’s/Youth ministry continues
to be very important as | teach children about God
in the Toronto Latvian school and Sidrabene. What
a blessing it has also been to welcome and baptize
4 children into God’s family. Last May 3 youths
were confirmed in our beautiful outdoor church in
Sidrabene. This was our first confirmation service in
Sidrabene. Thanks be to God!We recently

celebrated our congregation’s 75th anniversary in a
beautiful Musical Service of Thanksgiving followed
by a celebration in the Church Hall.

The theme of the 75th Anniversary was
“Let all that you do be done in love!” (1 Cor 16:14).
May these words of Paul that have led our
congregation through more than 70 decades lead
us onward in love.

| am in charge of the LELBA (Latvian
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) Youth
Ministry. | am happy to announce that | will be
leading a LELBA charity project “Happy Feet 2” in
Latvia this August that will support needy children
and adults with new footwear. This will be a great
opportunity to engage youth and the wider
community in the work of the church.

We give thanks for this past year and
look ahead, may God lead, surprise and renew us
as we continue our journey as people of God - St.
Andrew's Evangelical Lutheran Latvian
Congregation!

Pastor Dag

PADOMES PRIEKSSEDES ZINOJUMS

“Viss, ko jas darat, lai notiek milestibad” (1 Kor 16:14)

Svétdien, 10. marta svinéjam Sv. Andreja
draudzes 75 gadu jubileju. AugSminétais bibeles
pants bija izvéléts par mdsu devizi un vadmotivu uz
nakotni. Vadit un uzturét masu draudzi ir tie§am
milestibas darbs. Mums ir daudz par ko bt
pateicigiem — par mantojumu, ko mums atstajusi
iepriek$€jie draudzes vaditaji, macitaji un
brivpratigie darbinieki.

Bija liels gandarijums izjust prieku no visiem
svinibu dalibniekiem. Dievkalpojuma kopa ar mums
bija Astrida Kness-Knezinska Pérkona, pédeja
muUsu draudzes dibinataja, kuru apsveicam ar
pateicibas ziediem. lzsakam paldies mac. Dagam,
svinibu ricibas komitejai Anitas Bredovskas vadiba,
damu komitejai Intas Briedes vadiba, muzikas
komitejai Davida Smita un Vairas Gertneres vadiba,
ka art Sarmai Gaidei un Andai Liberei.

Draudzé 75 gados notikuSas daudzas parmainas,
bet vélos atgadinat tikai pédéjo desmit gadu
galvenas mainas un notikumus. 2015. gada
pardevam Sv. Andreja baznicas €ku un parnacam
uz Sv. Jana baznicu. Péc 23 gadu nokalpoSanas
muUsu draudzé, mac. llze Kupléna-Ewart aizgaja
pensija un mac. Dags Demandts pienéma
aicinajumu un kalpo musu draudzé jau ceturto
gadu. 2022. gada Sidrabenes parvaldnieks Andrejs
Grinbergs ar gimeni péc 15 gadiem atst3ja
parvaldnieka darbu un pasreiz gatavojamies
pienemt jau otro atvietotaju. 2023. gada septembrt



nosvinéjam Sidrabenes 70 gadu jubileju. No 2020.
gada sakara ar Covid 19 ierobezojumiem
iemacijamies pieméroties un izmantot moderno
technologiju, piedavajot hibridveida dievkalpojumus
— klatiené un arf Zoom platforma, lai visi, kas vélas
varétu piedalities. St iemesla dé| par savu 75 gadu
jubilejas projektu izveéléjamies uzlabot Sv. Jana
dievnama audio-vizualo sistému. Visi ir aicinati
turpinat ziedot 8im projektam!

Sidrabenes pilnsapulce notika 3. marta Sidrabené
péc dievkalpojuma. Sidrabenes parvaldes locekli —
Gundars Briedis (priekSnieks), Skaidrite Leja (vice-
priekSniece), Michael Wood (kasieris), Anita
Laipniece (sekretare), Tobias Kupléns-Ewart, Arnis
Kalnin$ un Dina Kalna, uznemoties vadoSu lomu
Sidrabenes parvaldg, ir pelnijusi pateicibu un masu
atbalstu, lai Sidrabenei palidzétu plaukt un turpinat
pastavét. Pieméram, visi draudzes locekl|i ir aicinati
piedaltties talkas, kas ir nepiecie$amas, lai apkoptu
Sidrabeni. ArT aicinu jUs iegadaties Sidrabenes
personigo sezonas karti ($40), kas atlaus ne tikai
ieeju Sidrabeng, bet arT palidzés uzturét
Sidrabenes €kas un platibu laba kartiba.

Rudent, kad Clint Tipton pienéma citu darba
piedavajumu un atstaja Sidrabenes parvaldnieka
darbu, tika izveidota jauna parvaldnieka
mekléSanas komiteja. No iesatitiem CV bija
redzams, ka plasakas sabiedribas izpratne par
“‘property manager” darba pienadkumiem nesaskan
ar Sidrabenes vajadzibam. Tade| darba
sludinajuma amata pozicija tika mainita uz
“property and facilities caretaker” (TpaSuma un €ku
uzraugs/apripétajs). Parvaldnieka mekléSanas
komiteja izskatija jaunos iesatitos CV un izraudzija
tris kandidatus intervijam, no kuriem David Sweet
tika ieteikts Sidrabenes parvaldei ka piemérotakais
kandidats parvaldnieka amatam, kuru Sidrabenes
parvalde pienéma un nodeva ieteikumu pienemt
darba David Sweet talak padomei, kura ieteikumu
apstiprinaja.

David Sweet ir sanémis apstiprinajuma véstuli, ka
vins ir pienemts darba ka Sidrabenes parvaldnieks
un ir parakstijis lfgumu, lai oficiali uzsaktu darbu 8.
aprili. Sikaka informacija un iepazistinaSana ar
jauno parvaldnieku sekos.

Rob Van Den Enden, kur$ kops septembra
izpilda parvaldnieka pienakumus, palidzés ievadit
jauno parvaldnieku Sidrabenes darba pienakumos.
Izsakam pateicibu Rob par izcili veikto darbu un
vina sievai Lindai, kura arT pielika roku un palidzéja
ar ieteikumiem dazadiem uzlabojumiem.

Sidrabene nav vairs tikai draudzes bérnu vasaras
nometne vai atpitas vieta laukos un satikSanas
vieta latvieSu kultdralos sarikojumos un svinibas,
bet ir izaugusi par iecienttu vietu, ko vélas izmantot

un Trét art citi arpus latvieSu sabiedribas. Jau otro
gadu privatskola, “Evergreen Steam Academy”, ir
galvena Trniece, kas ze| un aug un cer
paplaSinaties. “Kids4Kids” bérnu nometne ir Tréjusi
Sidrabeni jau 20 vasaras un piedavajas piedalities
pie nometnes uzlaboSanas. Sogad Sidrabenes
bérnu nometnes vadiba sarikoja labi izdevusos
treSo ziemas nometnes nogali. Sidrabenes
volejbola komiteja veiksmigi novadija otro
pludmales volejbola turniru. Paldies!

Més esam divas draudzes zem viena jumta Sv.
Jana baznica un més esam pateicigi par labo
sadarbibu ar Sv. Jana draudzi. Lidz §im mac. Dags,
Sarma Gaide, Indra Mertene un es satiekamies ar
Sv. Jana draudzes vadibas parstavjiem Cetrreiz
gada, lai parrunatu, dalitos un viens otru atbalstitu.
Abi macitaji arT sadarbojas un strada abu draudzu
laba.

Arvien vairak manu, cik daudz midsu sabiedribas
locek|u dzivo dzila vientuliba, atskirti no attiecibam
vai nozimigiem sakariem ar citiem. Mums ir laime
piederét pie sabiedribas, kas sniedz palidzibu.

Mac. Daga uzsakta apripes grupa turpina piezvanit
vecakas paaudzes draudzes locekliem, lai ar
viniem parunatos un uzturétu sakarus. Man ir
lepnums par misu draudzes locekliem, kuri regulari
nak svétdienas uz dievkalpojumiem, ta atbalstot
draudzi un viens otru.

Mdasu draudze ir pie Ontario valdibas noziméta ka
bezpelnas organizacija, kurai péc likuma tiek
pieprasits katru gadu veikt intensivu auditu.
Algojam Astridu Lakatu (auditori) veikt draudzes
2023. g. auditu. Draudzes padome 2024. g. 12.
marta sédé pienéma vinas zinojumu, kur
apstiprinats, ka draudzes financu parskati ir laba
kartiba.

Sakara ar Ontario likumu “Ontario Not-for-Profit
Corporations Act” (ONCA) mums ir japarstrada
draudzes statati, lai tie saskanétu ar ONCA
noteikumiem un prasibam un atbilstu art masu
vajadzibam. Pasreiz vél turpinam pie tiem stradat
un, kad jaunie statati bas gatavi, iepazistinasim
draudzi ar tiem, lai draudze var par tiem nobalsot.

Daudzas rokas un sirdis uztur masu draudzi un
atbalsta masu macitaju. Liela pateiciba pienakas
Sarmai Gaidei, draudzes administratorei un visiem
brivpratigajiem darbiniekiem, kuti izpalidz. Damu
komiteja ir neliela, bet rosiga un turpina atbalstit un
veicinat draudzes aktivitates ar radoSu pieeju,
ripéjoties par sadraudzibas kafijas galdu ar
gardam uzkodam péc dievkalpojumiem... ka art par
visgardakajam pankuokam! Paldies! Atziniba
pienakas “Palidziba Latvijai” komitejai, kas atbalsta
masu masu draudzes Latvija, zupas virtuvi Riga un
izdala partikas grozus triicigdm gimeném un



pensionariem, ka arT turpina sagadat iespé&ju
bérniem piedalities vasaras nometné. Sis darbs tiek
veikts ar josu devigajiem Ziemsvétku ziedojumiem!

Kas batu dievkalpojumi bez skaistas, pacilajosas
muzikas? Paldies érgelniekam, Davidam Smitam,
kur$ bagatina dievkalpojumus ar miziku, ko
atskano vins pats, vai vina pieaicinatie viesu
maziki. Pateiciba Vairai Gertnerei, kura izpalidz
Davidam un dzied dievkalpojumos, ka arT Albertam
Vitolam un Marijai Thorburn, kuri kuplina
Sidrabenes dievkalpojumus ar savu dziedaSanu un
spélésanu.

Pateiciba draudzes padomei, Sidrabenes
parvaldei, pagaidu parvaldniekam Rob Van Den
Enden, Sidrabenes 70 gadu jubilejas ricibas
komitejai Sandras Kalninas vadiba, Sv. Andreja
draudzes 75 gadu jubilejas ricibas komitejai Anitas
Bredovskas vadiba, Sidrabenes vasaras un ziemas
bérnu nometnes vadibai, Sidrabenes nometnes
komitejai un visiem brivpratigajiem komiteju
locekliem. Pateiciba arT draudzes pérminderiem,
svéto rakstu lasitajiem un baznicas apkopéjai Ritai
Ziedinai.

Izsaku visdzildko pateicibu macitajam Dagam par
vina energisko darbibu un draudzes garigo vadibu,
par vecako draudzes locek|u apciemojumiem un
nodarboSanos ar bérniem un jaunieSiem.

Lai Dievs mus svétl un vada uz sekmigu nakotni!
Ar Dieva paligu,

Liga Miklasevica
Padomes priekSséde

DAMU KOMITEJAS DARBIBA 2023. GADA

2023. gads bija |oti rosigs gads Sv. Andreja
draudzes damu komitejai. Turpinajam rapéties par
kafijas galdu péc dievkalpojumiem pilséta un
Sidrabeng, rikojam atseviSkas draudzes
peécpusdienas, ka art gadajam par maltitém citos
sarikojumos.

Damu komiteja iesaka 2023. gadu ar savu eglites
vakaru 7. janvart kopa ar tiem, kas mums bija_
izpalidz€jusi iepriekS€ja gada. Neilgi pec tam Arija
Purva mums lGdza gatavot vinas téva, Arvida
Purva, béru mielastu, ko més darijam ar lepnumu,
jo vins bija tik daudz devis misu draudzei pa Siem
gadiem. 28. janvart Inta Briede parstavéja damu
komiteju Toronto LatvieSu Biedribas Sestdienas
Skolas “Draudzigaja Aicinajuma” un pasniedza
skolai $300 ziedojumu.

Februaris iesakas ar Mac. Linarda Rozentala
lekciju 1. februart par latvieSu baznicas pagatni un
nakotni. Pirms lekcijas pasniedzam vieglas

vakarinas — zupu un maizites. Visus ienakumus no
8T pasakuma davinajam mac. L. Rozentalam.
Nobeidzam ménesi ar labi apmeklétam un
garSigam pankuku pusdienam. Atlikums no
pusdienam, $800, tika noziedots Ukrainas
humanitaras palidzibas mérkim.

Marta beigas notika draudzes pilnsapulce, kur
damu komiteja kopa ar draudzes padomes
locekliem gadaja par kafiju un maizitém.

Aprilt svingéjam Papolu svétdienu Sidrabené ar
dienas témai piemérotam siltam pusdienam.
Nedélu vélak palidzéjam Sv. Jana draudzes
damam (un kungiem) sagatavot lielisku brokastu
galdu Lieldienu rita. MéneSa beigads damu
komiteja, gandriz pilna skaita, piedalijas abu
draudzu padomju amata ieveSanas dievkalpojuma.

Maija ménesT atvadijamies no ilggadéjas damu
komitejas locekles Milijas Budrévicas, un gadajam
par kafijas kikam béru mielasta.

11. jdnija atzim&jam mac. Rasmas Caunes
ordinacijas 30 gadu jubileju ar klingeri, ko
pasniedzam vinai pie sadraudzibas kafijas. Paris
dienas vélak damu komiteja baznicas virtuvé
gatavoja piragus pardoSanai Sidrabenes Janos,
kur més rikojamies kafejnica, pardodot Janiem
piemérotas maltites, piragus, Janu sieru, abolmaizi
un citus saldos un salos gardumus.

16. un 17. septembrT Sidrabenes 70 gadu
jubilejas svetkos damu komitejas uzdevums bija
saimniekot “Zirgs un Muca” kafejnica, piedavajot
kafiju, atspirdzinajumus, saldas maizites un
piragus, ka art “hot dog” pusdienas ar visam
piedevam. Svétdien péc dievkalpojuma un svétku
sleg8anas ceremonijas visi sanaca kopa uz
sadraudzibu pie kafejnicas, kur damu komiteja
sagaidija draudzes loceklus un viesus ar siltam
pusdienam. 24. septembrT péc dievkalpojuma pie
sadraudzibas kafijas mac. Dags piedalijas ar
uzrunu — “Ka es pavadiju savu vasaras
atvalinajumu”, ar stastiem un bildem par vina
gimenes ciemosanos Latvija.

Oktobra ménest rikojam “Rudens svétkus pilséta”
ar siltam pusdienam un rudens razas loteriju.
Nedélu vélak, atzimejot Reformacijas svétkus, Mac.
Dags bija sagatavojis prata spéli (“trivia game”) par
Martinu Luteru, kas iepriecindja sadraudzibas
dalibniekus.

Sidrabené pirmaja novembra svétdiena péc
dievkalpojuma damu komiteja pasniedza siltas
pusdienas un mac. Dags atkal uzstajas ar
priekslasTjumu, Soreiz stastot par Latvijas Sidrabeni
un vina vadtto draudzes locek|u ekskursiju uz
turieni.

Oktobra, novembra un decembra méneSos tika
gatavota piparkika mikla un notika 3 piparkiku
cepSanas talkas, kur piedalijas aptuveni 12 damas
un kungi.



DecembrT damu komiteja piedalijas Sv. Jana
draudzes Ziemsvétku tirdzina, kur pardevam pasu
ceptos piragus, pastéti, zupas, €ill, Ziemsvétku
egliSu dekoracijas, puku sakartojumus, eglu zaru
vainagus un dazadus saldos cepumus. Atzimejam
mac. lizes ordinacijas 40 gadu jubileju ar klingeri un
Sampanieti péc dievkalpojuma pie sadraudzibas
kafijas. Péc kopiga Hamiltonas Kristus draudzes
un Sv. Andreja draudze dievkalpojuma Sidrabené
3. adventa svétdiena damu komiteja piedavaja
siltas pusdienas, uzstajas sievieSu ansamblis
“Klaritas” ar Tsu koncertu un kopdziesmam un
sekoja ziemsvétku loterija. Atlikums no Sis
pécpusdienas ($500) tika noziedots “Burlington
Food Bank”. Damu komiteja ar ziedojumu
atbalstija ari citas labdarbibas organizacijas:
Kristus Darzu, Star Santa Claus Fund, Scott
Mission, Churches on the Hill Food Bank un Make
a Wish Foundation.

Nobeidzam 2023. gadu ar vecgada vakara
dievkalpojumu un sadraudzibu péc tam, kur
sveicam viens otru ar glazi Sampanie$a un
uzkodam.

DK Statistika:
Sadraudzibas kafijas galdi pilséta — 19
Paplasinati sadraudzibas kafijas galdi pilséta — 5
Sidrabenes dievkalpojumi ar pusdienam vai kafijas
galdiem — 10
Lielaki notikumi — 3 (Jani, Sid 70, Sv. Jana
Ziemsvétku tirdzins)
Béru mielasti — 2
Piparkika talkas — 3
Piragu talkas — 1
DK locekles — 8
DK kungu apakskomiteja — 2
“Zoom” sédes — 4
Paldies Sv. Andreja draudzes padomei un
draudzes locekliem par atbalstu. Liels un sirsnigs
paldies draudzes locekliem, kuri atsaucas, kad
mekléjam paligus atsevidkas reizés.
Dievpaligu vélot,
Anita Bredovska un Inta Briede
Damu komitejas varda

“PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI” KOMITEJAS DARBIBAS
PARSKATS PAR 2023. GADU

Sv. Andreja draudzes “Palidziba Latvijai” komiteja
2023. gada jau 35. gadu péc kartas atbalstija
tricigos pensionarus, daudzbérnu gimenes un
jauniedus tris “masu draudzés” (Durbes,
Daudzevas un Zemites draudzes), nogadajot
viniem partikas grozinus, ka art sttot dazus vinu
bérnus uz vasaras nometném. Satijam art
regularus ziedojumus “Rigas zupas virtuvei” (pie

Anglikanu baznicas, Riga) un nelielam “Senioru
klubam”, arT Riga.

Papildus sakam atbalstit biedribu “Tuvu”, satot
grozinus vinu tracigajiem. Biedriba “Tuvu” ir
labdaribas organizaciju, kas, sadarbiba ar
atbalstitajiem no Latvijas un arvalstim, palidz
gratibas nonakusam Latvijas gimeném un
vientuliem cilvékiem, ka arT darbojas ar jaunieSiem,
organizéjot nometnes un pasakumus, dodot
jauniediem iespéju lietderigi pavadit brivo laiku
veseliga un pilnvértiga vidé.

Vacam ziedojumus no Sv. Andreja draudzes un
visparéjas latvieSu sabiedribas. Draudze atvél visu
Ziemsvétku vakara dievkalpojuma kolekti masu
labdaribas pasakumiem.

Pateicoties labsirdigajiem ziedojumiem, més
spéjam palielinat grozinus un art tos izsutit ne tikai
Ziemsvétkos, bet gan Cetras reizes gada —
Ziemsvétkos, Lieldienas, Vasarsvétkos/Janos, un
Pateicibas diena/18.novembr!

Nogadajam I1dzek|us musu “brivpratigajiem
engelisiem” (Maijai un KriSam Zakiem) Latvija, kuri
iegadajas partiku no vietéjiem Latvijas
lauksaimniekiem un tad to sapako un pieved visiem
sanémejiem. Ta meés pie reizes cenSamies atbalstit
mazos Latvijas lauksaimniekus. 98% partikas ir
Latvijas razojums! Sanémé;ji stasta, ka Sie grozini
vinus iepriecina vairakus ménesus.

“Palidziba Latvijai” komiteja izsaka lielu paldies
visiem ziedotajiem un labvéliem! Turpinasim
paturét prata un arvien atbalstit masu tricigos
Latvijas draugus!

Andris Rubenis
“Palidziba Latvijai” komitejas
priek$sédis

SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNE 2023

Sidrabenes Bérnu nometnes komiteja darbojas:
Natalija Vagnere un Dana Grietina (abas
priekSnieces), Caitlyn Bérgvalds-Ireland (kasiere),
Sandra Kalnina, Inga Untika, Eriks Kalnin§,
Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart un mac. Dags.

2023. g. ZIEMA - no 3. hidz 5. februarim

NOMETNES VADIBA:

Komandantes: Dana Grietina un Natalija Vagnere;
Zénu vaditajs: Nile Lederman un Angus Grinbergs;
Meitenu vaditajas: Aleksia Kalnina un Kate Schuler;
Calu kalna vadrtaji: Vizma Kalina un mac. Dags;
Medmasina: Natalija Vagnere;

Virtuves stradnieki: Sefpavare Sandra Emsina-
Latcham, Trintte Kanberga un Silvija Taurina.



ST bija otra ziemas nometne! Piedalijas 35 bérni no
25 gimeném — 28 nometnotaji un 7 CIT. 10 no §Im
gimeném ir no Sv. Andreja draudzes.

lekapam airSID un Sid kruiza [Tnija un celojam pa
pasauli visu nogali. No nometnes dalibniekiem un
vinu vecakiem bija |oti loti pozitivas atsauksmes par
nometni! Liekas ka ziemas nometne ir kluvusi par
ikgadéju notikumu.

2023. g. VASARA - no 16. jalija lidz 13.
augustam (Sid svetki 30. julija)

NOMETNES VADIBA:

Komandantes: Dana Grietina un Natalija Vagnere;
Zénu vaditaji: Tyler Lakats un Aleksandrs Brunins§;
Meitenu vaditajas: Aleksia Kalnina, Kate Schuler un
Karline Zubane;

Calu kalna vaditaji: Vizma Kalina, Beate Augustane
un Pate Penner (2. nédéla);

CIT vaditajs: Eriks Kalnins;

Udens sardze: Vizma Kalina;

Medmasina: Natalija Vagnere;

Virtuves stradnieki: Sefpavare Sandra Emsina-
Latcham, paligi Zintis Kalin$, Riley Steinhards un
Victoria Carlyle;

LatvieSu valodas méacibas: Alexandria Kuncane.

34 atsevisku gimenu bérni piedalijas cetras
nometnes nedélas:

1. nedéla — 29 bérni (20 nometnotaji un 9 CIT); 2.
nedéla — 37 bérni (27 nometnotaji un 10 CIT); 3.
nedéla — 32 bérni (20 nometnotaji un 12 CIT); 4.
nedéla — 27 bérni (15 nometnotaji un 12 CIT). 18
no §TIm gimeném ir no Sv. Andreja draudzes.

No nometnes dalibniekiem un vinu vecakiem bija
|oti, loti pozitivas atsauksmes par nometni! Nometni
financiali atbalstija Sabiedribas integracijas fonds
no Kultdras ministrijas pieskirtajiem Latvijas valsts
budzeta lidzekliem. Sis vasaras téma bija
septindesmitie gadi (“the 70s”), ta ka Sogad bija
Sidrabenes 70 gadu jubileja. Bijam uz diviem
izbraukumiem: uz “Toronto Blue Jays” spéli “Camp
Day” ietvaros un bijam skritulslidot uz “Scooter's
Roller Palace”.

SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNE 2024

Sidrabenes Bérnu nometnes komiteja darbojas:
Dana Grietina un Natalija Vagnere (abas
priekSnieces), Sandra Kalning, Inga Untiks, Eriks
Kalnin§, Caitlyn Bérgvalds-Ireland (kasiere),
Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart un mac. Dags.

2024. g. Ziema — no 2. lIidz 4. februarim

2024. g. NOMETNES VADIBA:
Komandantes: Natalija Vagnere un Dana Grietina;

Zéenu vaditaji: Nile Lederman un Lewis Grinbergs;
Meitenu vaditajas: Lidija Rasa un Karline Zubane;
Calu kalna vadttaji: Pate Penner un Vizma Kalina;
Medmasina: Natalija Vagnere;

Virtuves stradnieki: Sefpavare Sandra Emsina-
Latcham, paligi Zintis Kalin$, Riley Steinhards un
Trintte Kanberga.

ST bija tre$a ziemas nometne! Piedalijas 38 bérni
no 24 gimeném — 7 calisi, 21 liela nometné un 10
CIT. 10 no §im gimeném ir no Sv. Andreja
draudzes.

STs nogales téma bija Latvija. Nometnotaji bija
sagérbusies atbilstosi témai Latvijas hokeja un
futbola kreklos, Latvijas dzemperos, un Latvijas
cepurés, cimdos un Sallés. Macijamies tautas
dejas, dziedajam tautas dziesmas, gajam kekatas,
macijamies ka aust prievites un macijamies par
latvieSu rakstiem. No nometnes dalibniekiem un
vinu vecakiem bija |loti pozitivas atsauksmes par
nometni! Liekas, ka ziemas nometne ir jau kluvusi
par ikgadéju notikumu.

2024. g. VASARA!
Nometnes talka: 1. janija no plkst. 9.00-16.00

NOMETNES DATUMI:

Pirma nedéla: no 14. — Iidz 21. jdlijam

Otra nedéla: no 21. — Iidz 28. jdlijam (Sid sveétki 28.
jalija)

TreSa nedéla: no 28. julija — I1dz 4. augustam
Ceturta nedéla: no 4. — I1dz 11. augustam

Registracija ir atvérta! Pieteik§anas anketa
atrodama nometnes timekla lapa!
Registracija tiek slégta 1. janija! Calu kalns
darbosies tikai pirmajas divas nedélas.
Komandante: Dana Grietina;

CIT vaditaja: Natalija Vagnere;

Calu kalna vaditaja: Lara Zentina.

SIDRABENES PARVALDE 2023/24

Sidrabenes 2023. gads bija izaicinajumu,
parmainu, bet art rosibu un panakumu piesatinats
gads. Darbiba sakas ar pilnsapulci 5. marta, kur
parvaldé no vasarnicu Tpadniekiem ievéléja lvaru
Jégeri (priekSnieks), Martinu Skuju (vice-
priekSnieks), Mari Blumu (vasarnicu Tpasumtiesibu
kartodana) un Anitu Laipnieci (sekretare). Draudzes
parstavji parvalde bija Arnis Kalnins, Solveiga
Karklina un Skaidrite Leja. Kasieris bija Michael
Wood (bez balstiestbam).

Parvaldes sédes notika ik ménesi, sakot ar marta
meénesi, katra ménesa pédéja treddiena.



Dievkalpojumi Sidrabené notika pirma ménesa
svétdiena, iznemot septembra ménesi. Vasara
bérnu nometnes laika tie notika katru svéetdienu.

Sidrabenes nomnieku parzinis Maris Blims zino,
ka vasarnicu Tpasnieku izmainu nebija, bet trim
vasarnicam pieskaitija otru lldzipaSnieku ar
Padomes apstiprindjumu. Viena vasarnica (# 60,
Imanta Purva un Ineses MeZules-Purvas ipaSums)
ir pardoSana. Muziba aizgaja sidrabeniete Zeltite
Race, #70 vasarnicas Tpasniece.

Parvalde ar sidrabenieSu lidzdalibu atbalstija
daudzus notikumus un sarTkojumus visa sezonas
garuma. Pirmais notika jau pa ziemas ménesSiem,
kad Zile Liepina piepildija ieceri, digitalizét vectéva
mac. Copa Sidrabené uznemtas filmas no 50-iem
un 60-iem gadiem, lai tas saglabatu un padaritu
pieejamas visiem. Pirmais notikums Sidrabené bija
arf vinas izkartotais Plenérs, kas 22. aprilt
sapulcinaja dazadu vecumu topoSos maksliniekus
briva daba gleznot Sidrabenes ainavas un baudit
dabas atplaukSanu no ziemas sastinguma.

Nakamaja nedélas nogalé, 29. aprili, sekoja
pavasara talka, lai sakoptu Sidrabeni vasarai. 27.
maija notika vasaras sezonas atklasanas
sarikojums “Zirgs un Muca” kafejnica. Driz péc tam,
3. junija, notika Sidrabenes nometnes talka un
nometnes atbalstam rikotas labvé|u vakarinas,
Gundara BrieZa vadiba un ‘Trivia’ vakars ar
jautajumiem par Sidrabeni un latvieSu tematiem, ko
novadija mac. Dags Demandts. Jau nakoSaja
nedélas nogalé sekoja otra, un atkal |oti veiksmiga
voleja sacensibu nedélas nogale, kura piedalijas 12
dazadu vecumu komandas.

Jani 24. janija notika pasu sidrabenieSu
izkartojuma, ka senakos laikos, pulcinot vasarnicu
iemttniekus, vinu viesus un plasako latvieSu
sabiedribu, iedziedat Janus Skaidrites Lejas
vadiba. Pieaicinatie viesi — “Klaritas” vokalais
ansamblis, Hamiltonas viru ansambla dalibnieki,
akordeonisti un citi maziki pavadija dziedaSanu un
rotalas. Ar visu to, ka daudzi latvieSi jau bija laikus
aizbraukusi uz dziesmu svéetkiem Latvija, Sidrabené
tomér pulcéjas pari par 400 Janu bérni.

Sidrabenes bérnu nometne darbojas no 16. jdlija
lldz 13. augustam; Sid svétkus sviné&ja 30. jalija.

Lielakais gada sarikojums bija Sidrabenes 70
gadu pastavédanas sveétki, Sid70, uz ko aktiva
komanda Sandras Kalninas vadiba bija
gatavojusies jau veselu gadu. No 15. Iidz 17.
septembrim Sidrabené pulcéjas vairak neka 400
apmeklétaju no tuvienes un talienes. Tie varéja
apstaigat vecas takas, pakavéties bérnibas un
jaunibas atminas, tikties ar seniem draugiem,

pasédét pie ugunskura, dziedat [ldz nometnes
dziesmas, baudtt atkal nometnes iemilotos édienus
svétku vakarinas, izSkirstit archivu albumus,
iepirkties atmatnieku tirdzina un piedalities svétku
loterija, nobeidzot vakaru uz dejas gridas
zalumballé. Nedélas nogale oficiali sakas ar svinigu
aktu pie nometnes karoga, kur sveicienus nodeva
parstaviji no vietajam latvieSu organizacijam, ka art
Latvijas satnis Kanada, Kaspars Ozolin$ ar kundzi.
Nedélas nogales svinibu noslégums ar karoga
nolaiSanu notika turpat svétdienas rita péc
dievkalpojuma brivdabas baznica.

Péc godam novaditajiem Sid 70 svétkiem,
vasaras sezona beidzas klusak neka citus gadus ar
atklatu “Town Hall” sanaksmi 30. septembr, kur
sidrabeniesi pulcéjas, lai parrunatu dazadus
jautajumus sakara ar Sidrabenes vajadzibam un
notikumiem. Viens no tiem bija jauna parvaldnieka
mekléSana, jo iepriek$€jais parvaldnieks, Clint
Tipton, augusta pazinoja, ka ir pienémis citu darba
piedavajumu tuvak pie gimenes Vaughan rajona.
Izsakam lielu pateicibu vinam par iegulditam
pdlém, vienu gadu apsaimniekojot Sidrabeni.
Kameér parvalde meklé jaunu saimnieku, kop$
septembra amatu Tslaicigi pildit uznémies
sidrabenietis Rob Van Den Enden. ArT vinam
pienakas liels paldies par apzinigu un spé&jigu
Sidrabenes apsaimniekoSanu.

Sanaksmeé arf tika izveidota Sidrabenes €ku
aprupes komiteja, Gundara Brieza vadiba, lai
izveidotu planu, ka pakapeniski veikt
nepiecieSamos labojumus un izplanot nakotné
vajadzigos kapitalprojektus, lai Sidrabeni noturétu
laba lietojama kartiba. Pécpusdiena beidzas ar
kopigam vakarinam, dodot iespéju pakavéties
parrunas un sadraudziba.

Jauna parvaldnieka mekléSana prasija vairak
laika neka bija ceréts, kas deva iespéju caurskatit
un pardomat parvaldnieka pienakumus, kas gadu
tecéjuma bija krietni izmainijuSies un
paplasinajusies.

Rob Van Den Enden sava darbibas atskaité
izteica sirsnigu pateicibu parvaldei, padomei,
nometnei un visiem sidrabenieSiem par lielo
atbalstu un izpalidzibu vina pienakumu pildisana.
Vins izteicas, ka viss, ko vin$ ir iemacijies pédéja
pusgada, tiks likts lieta Sidrabenes laba. Dazadi
atgadijumi, kas notikuSi paris reizes ménest, bijusi
vai nu saistiti ar tdens vai saimniecibas iekartu
bojajumiem, elektribas piegades partraukumu vai
malkas krasns probléemam, par ko tdlin tika zinots
parvaldei un kas tika atri un veiksmigi atrisinati.
Vina darba arf ietilpa saimniecibas darba riku



uzturéSana un salabo8ana. Aprékinot ilgtermina
Trnieku un citu Trnieku, ka art pasas draudzes
Sidrabenes izmanto$anu, reizém pat vairakiem
vienlaicigi, var secinat, ka Sidrabene ir izmantota
par 75%.

Sezonas pédegjais sartkojums 28. oktobrT bija jau
vairakus gadus iecienttais Ziles Liepinas un vinas
komandas izveidotais Velu laika vakars, kas
piesaistija gan vecakus, gan jaunakus svinétajus,
kuri gaja no vasarnicas uz vasarnicu, priecajoties
par saldumiem un parsteigumiem.

Bet ar to vél sezona nebija beigusies! Sekoja vél
oficiala rudens talka 4. novembrf, kur nolaida
daudzus nokaltusos kokus, tos sazagéja un
parveda pie malkas krasns nometnes kalna. Notika
vél vairakas malkas talkas kameér visa derigd malka
tika savakta. Pagaidu parvaldnieks Rob izteica lielu
paldies visiem paligiem, kas veica 50 nepiecieSamo
darbu.

Pedejas decembra dienas tika sasétas savvalas
ziedu séklas ka pirmais solis paredzéta plana
atjaunot Sidrabené ziedosas plavmalas!

Pa ziemas méneSiem Rob Van den Enden atlika
laiks izveidot slidotavu uz basketbola laukuma un
ziemas ragavinu trasi no liela kalna, ka art
notecinat klavu sulas un paradit paris ziemas
Trniekiem, ka pagatavot klavu sirupu. Ceriba ir
nakamgad to atkartot ar Sidrabenes ziemas
nometnes daltbniekiem. Sogad ziemas nometne
notika no 9.-11. februarim.

Sidrabenes 2024. g. pilnsapulce notika 3. marta.
Parvaldeé tika ievéeléti, no Sidrabenes vasarnicu
Tpasniekiem: Gundars Briedis (priekSnieks), Anita
Laipniece (sekretare), Michael Wood (kasieris) un
Tobijs Kupléns-Ewart. Draudzes péarstavji parvalde
bis Skaidrite Leja (vice-priek§séde), Arnis Kalnins
un Dina Kalna.

Sidrabenes 2024. g. ieejas kartes (cenas tapat ka
pagajusaja gada):

- Personiga sezonas karte - $40

- Personiga dienas karte - $15

- Personiga nedélas nogales karte - $25

- Telto$ana (katrai teltij) - $30 par diennakti +
personiga ieejas karte

- Viesiem zem 18 gadiem ieeja ir par brivu.

2024. gada sarikojumi:

11. maija — Pavasara talka

25. maija — Sezonas atklasana

1. jonija — Nometnes talka

8./9. junija — TreSais gadskartéjais pludmales voleja
turnirs

8. junija — Nometnes atbalsta vakarinas

29. janija — Jani
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14. jdlija - 18. augustam — Sidrabenes bérnu
nometne

Sidrabenes parvalde izsaka sirsnigu pateicibu
visiem, kas ir atbalstijusi veiksmigu gadu Sidrabené
un cer uz rosigu, panakumiem bagatu 2024. gadu!

Skaidrite Leja
Sidrabenes parvaldes vice-priekSniece

COUNCIL CHAIR'S 2023 REPORT
“Let everything you do be done in love!” (1 Cor 16:14)

On Sunday, March 10th we celebrated St.
Andrew’s 75th anniversary and the above bible
verse was chosen as our motto as well as our
guide into the future. Truly, it is an act of love to run
and sustain our congregation. We have so much
to be grateful for - the legacy left by previous
church leaders, pastors and volunteers.

It was wonderful to feel the joy of all who
attended this 75th celebration. We also celebrated
that Astrida Kness-Knezinskis Pérkons, the last
one of the founders of St. Andrew’s was able to
attend. Our gratitude to pastor Dag, the 75th
Organization Committee led by Anita Bredovskis,
the Ladies' Auxiliary led by Inta Briedis, the music
committee led by Davids Smits and Vaira Gertners,
and also Sarma Gaide and Anda Liberis.

So much has changed in these 75 years, but |
just want to mention the most significant changes
and events from the last ten years. In 2015, St.
Andrew's church was sold and we moved to St.
John's. After 23 years of service, Pastor lize
Kupléns-Ewart retired in 2020 and Pastor Dag
Demandt accepted the call to serve and has been
our Pastor for the past 4 years. In 2022 after 15
years Sidrabene's Property Manager Andrejs
Grinbergs and his family left this position and we
are in the process of hiring a second replacement.
In September 2023, we celebrated Sidrabene's
70th anniversary. Since 2020 when Covid 19 hit we
learned to adapt and use technology to provide a
hybrid worship service — both in person and on
Zoom, giving access to all who choose to
participate. For this reason, our fundraising project
to commemorate our 75th anniversary is to
improve the audio-visual capabilities in St. John's
sanctuary. All are most welcome to  continue
contributing to this project!

Sidrabene’s AGM was held on March 3rd after the
Sunday worship service in Sidrabene. We thank



Gundars Briedis (chair), Skaidrite Leja (vice-chair),
Michael Wood (treasurer), Anita Laipnieks
(secretary), Tobias Kupléns-Ewart, Arnis Kalnins
and Dina Kalns for assuming the responsibility of a
leadership role on Sidrabene’s Management
Committee. They are volunteers who need our
support to help Sidrabene flourish and continue to
be a place for us to gather. For instance, all
congregation members are welcome to join
Sidrabene’s work bees, which are necessary for the
upkeep of Sidrabene. Also, | invite you to consider
purchasing a Sidrabene personal season pass
($40). This will allow for entry into Sidrabene, but
most of all, it will help to support the maintenance
of Sidrabene and its buildings.

Last fall after Clint Tipton left his Property
Manager job at Sidrabene to accept an offer of
another position, a hiring team was created to
search for a new Property Manager. When the
resumes came in, it was clear that the public
perception of what the job of a “property manager”
entailed was very different from what Sidrabene
was looking for. As a result, the position was
readvertised as “Property and Facilities Caretaker”.
The hiring team reviewed the new resumes and
recommended three candidates to the interview
team who chose David Sweet as the best
candidate to fulfil the job. Sidrabene Management
Committee accepted the choice of candidate and
recommended David Sweet to the Church council.
The church council approved the recommendation.

David Sweet has been offered a letter of
acceptance and has signed a contract as the next
Property and Facilities Caretaker to officially begin
his job on April 8th. Further information and an
introduction to David Sweet will follow.

Rob Van Den Enden, who has been covering as
the Property and Facilities Caretaker
since September, will help David transition into his
new role. We extend our gratitude to Rob for
the exemplary job he has done. Thank you to Rob
and his wife Linda who added special touches
and recommendations for improvement!

Sidrabene has grown beyond being a summer
camp for children, a place of renewal in nature and
a gathering place for Latvian cultural events and
celebrations, to a place valued and desired by
others outside of the Latvian community. Presently,
Evergreen Steam Academy (a private school) is a
maijor renter for the second year and is flourishing
and looking to expand. Kids 4 Kids camp has
rented Sidrabene for the past 20 summers and is
offering to be part of camp improvements. For the
3rd year, Camp Sidrabene has successfully run a
winter camp. For the past two years, the Sidrabene

Volleyball Committee envisioned and led a
successful Beach Volleyball tournament. Bravo and
thank you!

We are two congregations under one roof in St.
John's church and we are grateful for the
positive relationship we have with the St. John’s
congregation. To date, Sarma Gaide, Indra
Mertens, Pastor Dag and | continue to meet
quarterly with St. John’s administrative team to
discuss, share and support one another. Both of
our pastors collaborate and work together for the
good of both congregations.

More and more | notice how many in our society
are disconnected from a meaningful relationship
with others and live in deep loneliness. We truly are
fortunate to be part of a community which reaches
out. The “Seniors' Outreach” group of volunteers,
which Pastor Dag organized last year, continues to
call senior members of our congregation to connect
and chat with them. | am also proud of the group of
congregants who regularly come to Sunday service
to support the church and one another.

Our church is designated by the Ontario
government as a not-for-profit organization and as
such, is legally required to go through an annual
intensive audit. Astrid Lakats (auditor) was hired to
do the 2023 audit. The church council accepted the
audit report of the church’s finances on March 12th,
2024. The report verifies that the church’s financial
statements are in good order.

Concerning the Ontario Not-for-Profit
Corporations Act (ONCA), we are in the process of
reworking our church by-laws to meet our own, as
well as ONCA's expectations. Once completed,
they will be presented to the congregation for a
vote of approval.

There are many hands and hearts which uphold
our congregation and support our pastor. Much
gratitude is due to Sarma Gaide, our church
administrator and to all the volunteers who help.
Our Ladies' Auxiliary is a small but amazing team
that has continued to support and enhance church
activities in creative ways. Best coffee and treats for
fellowship after worship service and the best
pancakes - hands down! Thank you! Our deepest
appreciation to the Aid to Latvia Committee which
works to support our sister congregations in Latvia
and a soup kitchen in Riga and prepares the gift
hampers to distribute to needy families.

This summer they will continue to provide summer
camp opportunities for children in Latvia. It is your
Christmas donations which have facilitated this
work!



What would worship services be like without the
magnificent and uplifting music? We thank Davids
Smits, our organist who enriches every service with
the beautiful music he chooses to play as well as
inviting special guest musicians. Our appreciation
also goes to Vaira Gertners for helping in
organizing musical events and singing at services
as well as to Alberts Vitols and Maria Thorburn for
enriching Sidrabene’s services with their singing
and playing.

Gratitude is due to our Church Council,
Sidrabene Management Committee, Rob Van Den
Enden, Sidrabene’s 70th Anniversary Celebration
Committee led by Sandra Kalnins, St. Andrew’s
75th  Anniversary Committee led by Anita
Bredovskis, Sidrabene's Summer and Winter
Children's Camp leadership, Sidrabene's Camp
Committee and all volunteers serving on these
committees for their ongoing work, energy and
support. Also, thank-you to the altar guild, scripture
readers, and custodian Rita Ziedins.

| express my deepest thanks to Pastor Dag for
his energetic leadership and spiritual guidance of
our congregation, his dedication to visiting our
elderly, and his involvement with children and
youth.
May God bless and guide us into a fulfilling
future!
Ar Dieva paligu,
Liga Miklasevics
Council Chair

Please remember that our congregation can only
meet its goal of moving forward with hope and new
life through your donations. It helps our
congregation if you can set up a monthly donation.
Monthly donations help provide a foundation on
which to continue to nurture and grow the gifts our
forefathers have left us to carry forward.

HOW TO DONATE TO ST. ANDREW’S

1. Through online banking send an e-transfer to:
admin@standrewslatvian.org If the donation is for a
specific cause (i.e. memorial, etc.) please note that
in the message

line.

2. Go to our website (www.standrewslatvian.org),
click on the DONATE button top right and use a
credit card to donate. This is a link to
“canadahelps.org”.

You can set up a monthly donation or do a one-time
donation. Note in the message line if the donation
is for a specific cause.
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3. Write a cheque to "St. Andrew’s Ev. Luth. Latvian
Congr.” with a note in the memo line and mail it to
200 Balmoral Ave., Toronto, ON, M4V 1J6

We encourage you to consider giving in a
proportion reflective of God’s generosity, i.e. tithing,
or the 10% principle. The minimum suggested
annual amount is $500/adult to cover our church’s
operating costs.

2023 LADIES’ AUXILIARY REPORT

2023 was a very busy year for the “Damu
Komiteja” (aka Ladies' Auxiliary or DK for short) of
St. Andrew's Lutheran Latvian Church. The DK
kicked off 2023 with our own post Christmas party,
on January 7, attended by those who had helped
us out the previous year. Later that month, we were
approached by Arija Purvs with a request to
prepare the food for the funeral reception for her
father, Arvids Purvs, which we performed with pride
because he had given so much to our congregation
over the years. On January 28, Inta Briedis
represented the DK at the Toronto Latvian Society
Saturday School fund raising event and presented
the school with a donation of $300.

February began with a presentation by Pastor
Linards Rozentals from Latvia, about the past and
future of the Latvian Church. Before the lecture,
DK served a light dinner — soup and sandwiches.
All proceeds from this event were donated to
Pastor Rozentals. We ended the month with a well-
attended and delicious pancake lunch. The net
proceeds from the lunch, $800, was donated to
Ukrainian humanitarian aid.

At the end of March, at the Congregation's AGM,
DK, together with Church Council members,
provided refreshments.

In April, we celebrated Palm Sunday in Sidrabene
with a warm lunch suited to the theme of the day. A
week later we helped the ladies (and gentlemen) of
St. John's Congregation prepare a great breakfast
on Easter morning. At the end of March, almost all
of our DK members participated in the worship
service where members of both churches’ new
councils were installed into office.

In May, we said goodbye to longtime DK member
Milija Budrévics and provided coffee cakes for the
funeral reception.

On June 11, we marked the 30th anniversary of
Pastor Rasma Caune's ordination with a “klingeris”
at the fellowship. A couple of days later, DK
gathered in the church kitchen to bake “piragi”



which we sold at Sidrabene, during the midsummer
“Jani” celebrations. In addition to “piragi”, the DK
offered special “Jani” cheese, apple cake,
traditional “Jani” day meals as well as other sweet

and savoury goodies.

On September 16 and 17, we celebrated
Sidrabene's 70th anniversary. The task of DK was
to operate the “Zirgs un Muca”, offering coffee,
refreshments, sweet buns, “piragi”, as well as a
"hot dog" lunch with all the trimmings. On Sunday,
after the worship service and the Sid 70 closing
ceremony, everyone came together for fellowship at
the “Zirgs un Muca” where the DK welcomed
parishioners and guests with a warm lunch. On
September 24, during fellowship, Pastor Dag gave
a presentation, "How | spent my summer vacation",
with stories and pictures about visiting Latvia with
his family.

In October, we held the "Autumn Festival in the
City", with a warm lunch and an autumn harvest
lottery. Later that month, on Reformation Sunday,
Pastor Dags prepared a trivia game about Martin
Luther, which delighted those who had come
together for fellowship.

After service, on the first Sunday in November in
Sidrabene, the DK served a hot lunch and Pastor
Dag gave a presentation, this time about the trip
that he had organized last summer for our
congregation members to the historical castle
mound of Sidrabene in Latvia.

During the months of October, November and
December, gingerbread dough was prepared and 3
gingerbread baking sessions were held, in which
about 12 volunteers, both ladies and gentlemen
participated. We sold gingerbread cookies and also
gingerbread dough.

In December, DK members participated at the
Christmas Market organized by the St. John’s
Congregation, where we sold homemade “piragi”,
pate, soups, chili, Christmas tree decorations,
flower arrangements, spruce branch wreaths and
cookies and squares — many and varied. Also in
december, we celebrated the 40th anniversary of
Pastor llze's ordination with a “klingeris” and
champagne at the fellowship after worship service.
On the 3rd Sunday of Advent, after St. Andrew's
and Hamilton Christ Latvian churches' joint service
in Sidrabene, we held our very first “Christmas in
the Country” afternoon, where the Ladies' Auxiliary
offered a warm lunch and the women's ensemble
"Klaritas" entertained the congregation with a short
concert and a sing-along of Christmas songs,
followed by a Christmas lottery. The net proceeds
from the event, $500, was donated to the

Burlington Food Bank. Other charitable
organizations that DK supported this year were:
Kristus Darzs Latvian Home, Star Santa Claus
Fund, Scott Mission, Churches on the Hill Food
Bank and Make a Wish Foundation.

We ended 2023 with a New Year's Eve Service
and fellowship, where we greeted each other with a
glass of champagne and snacks.

DK STATISTICS:

Regular fellowship in the city — 19
Expanded fellowship in the city - 5
Services at Sidrabene with lunch or coffee
fellowship — 10

Larger events — 3: “Jani”, Sid 70, St. John's
Christmas Market

Funeral receptions — 2

Gingerbread baking sessions — 3

“Piragi” baking sessions — 1

DK members — 8

DK Men's Subcommittee — 2

Zoom meetings held — 4

Thank you to St. Andrew's Council and our
congregation members for their support. A heartfelt
thank-you to those who responded when we were
looking for volunteer help for individual events.

Anita Bredovskis and Inta Briedis
— on behalf of the Ladies' Auxiliary

2023 AID TO LATVIA (“Palidziba Latvijai”)
COMMITTEE REPORT

In 2023, for the 35th year, the Aid to Latvija
committee continued to support our three “Sister
Congregations” — Daudzevas Church, Durbes
Church, and Zemttes Church, sending gift baskets
with provisions for their needy pensioners and
parishioners as well as multi-child families. We also
sponsored several of their young members to
attend summer camps, which they would otherwise
never be able to afford.

We regularly supported a Soup kitchen at St.
Saviour’s Anglican Church in Riga, and a small
Seniors’ Club, also in Riga. We recently added the
society “Tuvu”, a Christian charity organization to
the list of groups to which we are sending support.

We have increased the gift basket frequency to
four times a year - Thanksgiving/18th of November,
Christmas, Easter and Midsummer. We were also
able to increase the value of each food basket by a
considerable amount.

We are grateful for the assistance provided by our
dedicated “volunteer angels” Maija and Kriss Zakis
in Latvija who buy the items from local suppliers in
Latvija, and then pack and deliver the gift baskets



to the recipients. We have received heartfelt
appreciation from the happily surprised recipients
who have commented that our gift baskets would
last them several months!

We receive donations from the St. Andrew’s
Congregation members as well as the Latvian
community. St. Andrew's congregation donates the
entirety of the Christmas Eve service collection to
our cause. Thank-you to all of our supporters for
their donations!

Andris Rubenis
Chairperson, Aid to Latvia Committee

CAMP SIDRABENE 2023-24

Children’s Camp committee members: Dana
Grietins and Natalija Vagners (both committee co-
chairs), Caitlyn Bergvalds-Ireland (treasurer),
Sandra Kalnin$, Inga Untiks, Eriks Kalning, Tobiass
Kupléns-Ewart and Pastor Dag.

Winter 2023 - February 3rd to 5th

Camp leaders: Dana Grietind and Natalija Vagners;
Boys’ counsellors: Nile Lederman and Angus
Grinbergs; Girls’ counsellors: Aleksia Kalnins and
Kate Schuler; “Calu kalns” counsellors: Vizma
Kalind and Pastor Dag;

Nurse: Natalija Vagners;

Kitchen staff: chef Sandra Emsins-Latcham,
assistants Trintte Kanbergs and Silvija Taurins.

This was our second winter camp! We had 35
participants from 25 different families — 28 campers
and 7 CITs. 10 of these families are affiliated with
St. Andrew’s. Feedback from participants and
parents was very, very positive! Looks like winter
camp has become a yearly event!

Summer 2023 — July 16th to August 13th (“Sid
svetki” July 30th)

Camp leaders: Dana Grietind and Natalija Vagners;
Boys’ counsellors: Tyler Lakats and Aleksandrs
Bruninsg;

Girls’ counsellors: Aleksia Kalnins, Kate Schuler
and Karline Zubans;

“Calu kalns” counsellors: Vizma Kalin§, Beate
Augustane and Pate Penner (week 2);

CIT leader: Eriks Kalnin3;

Lifeguard: Vizma Kalins;

Nurse: Natalija Vagners;

Kitchen staff: chef Sandra Emsins-Latcham,
assistants Zintis Kalins, Riley Steinhards and
Victoria Carlyle;

Latvian language learning: Alexandria Kuncans.
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Campers from 34 different families participated in
the 4 weeks of camp:

Week 1 — 29 participants (20 campers and 9 CITs);
Week 2 — 37 participants (27 campers and 10
CITs); Week 3 — 32 participants (20 campers and
12 CITs); Week 4 — 27 participants (15 campers
and 12 CITs).

18 of these families are affiliated with St. Andrew's.
Feedback from participants and parents was very,
very positive! “Sabiedribas Integracijas Fonds”
(Social Integration Fund of Latvia) supported camp.

Sidrabene Children’s Camp 2024
Children’s Camp committee members: Dana
Grietin$ and Natalija Vagners (both committee co-
chairs), Caitlyn Bergvalds-Ireland (treasurer),
Sandra Kalnins, Inga Untiks, Eriks Kalnin§,
Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart and Pastor Dag.

Winter 2024 — February 2nd to 4th

Camp leaders: Dana Grietin$ and Natalija Vagners;
Boys’ counsellors: Nile Lederman and Lewis
Grinbergs; Girls’ counsellors: Lidija Rasa un Karline
Zubans; “Calu kalns” counsellors: Pate Penner un
Vizma Kalins;

Nurse: Natalija Vagners;

Kitchen staff: chef Sandra Emsins-Latcham,
assistants Zintis Kalins, Riley Steinhards un Trintte
Kanbergs.

This was our third winter camp! We had 38
participants from 24 different families — 21
campers, 7 in “Calu kalns” and 10 CITs. 10 of these
families are affiliated with St. Andrew’s.

Feedback from participants and parents was very,
very positive! Looks like winter camp has become a
yearly event!

SUMMER 2024
Camp work bee: June 1st from 9am to 4pm

CAMP DATES:

Week 1: July 14th to 21st

Week 2: July 21st to 28th (“Sid svétki” on July
28th)

Week 3: July 28th to August 4th

Week 4: August 4th to 11th

Registration is open on our website! (https://
sidrabene.ca/childrens-camp)

Registration deadline is June 1st. “Calu kalns”
operating only Week 1 and Week 2.

Camp leader: Dana Grietins;

CIT leader: Natalija Vagners;

“Calu kalns” head counsellor: Lara Zentins.



SIDRABENE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
REPORT 2023

2023 was a year of challenges and change but
also much endeavour and great accomplishment.
The working year began with the Sidrabene AGM
March 5, at which new Management committee
members were elected. The cottagers elected lvars
Jégeris (chair), Martin§ Skuja (vice-chair), Anita
Laipnieks (secretary), Maris Blums (leaseholder
affairs). Church council appointees were Arnis
Kalnin§, Solveiga Karklin§ and Skaidrite Leja.
Michael Wood (non-voting member) served as
treasurer. The Sid management committee held
monthly meetings on the last Wednesday of each
month, and coordinated the many activities and
responsibilities involved in administering the
property on behalf of the congregation.

Leaseholder affairs co-ordinator Maris Blums
reports there were no new lease transfers in
2023/24. We did, however, welcome 3 new joint-
lessees who were added to existing family leases.
Those new Lessees are Rasma Skuja (#31),
Gundars Briedis (#14/15) and Tobiass Kupléns-
Ewart (#49). Currently, only one cottage (MeZulis-
Purvs #60) is still available for sale. Sadly one
lessee, Zeltite Race (#70) passed away.

Together with the support of Sidrabene cottagers,
the management committee coordinated many
events throughout the summer season. The first
event actually happened over the winter months, as
Zile Liepin$ digitized films taken in Sidrabene by
her grandfather, founding Pastor of Sidrabene,
Adolfs Cops in the 50s and 60s, so they could be
accessed and enjoyed by everyone. The first event
at Sidrabene, on April 22, was also one she
organized, a plein-air painting weekend, attracting
both younger and older artists to enjoy the
inspiration of painting in Sidrabene’s natural
environment.

The following Saturday, April 29, was the first
work bee, preparing the property for summer. May
27 was the official season opening social event, at
“Zirgs un Muca”. The following Saturday, June 3,
was the children’s camp work bee, followed by a
CIT fundraising dinner organized by Gundars
Briedis with a Trivia evening lead by Pastor Dag
Demandts. The following weekend, June 10-11 saw
the repeat of the very successful beach volleyball
tournament, with 12 teams of various ages
competing.

June 24 marked the traditional summer solstice
“Jani” celebration, performed by Sidrabene
cottagers themselves, lead by Skaidrite Leja and

assisted by an assembled group of musicians and
invited guest groups, including the women’s vocal
ensemble “Klaritas” and members of the Hamilton
Men’s group, joined by Sidrabene cottagers, their
guests and the broader Latvian pubilic.

Sidrabene’s children’s camp ran from July 16 to
August 13, celebrating the camp's “Sid svétki” July
30.

The culmination of the year’s activities was the
celebration Sept. 15-17 of Sidrabene’s 70th
anniversary, for which a large committee,
spearheaded by Sandra Kalnin§, had been
preparing for more than a year. Over the weekend
more than 400 visitors, both current Sidrabene
campers and cottagers, as well as those with fond
childhood memories of the camp and the property,
gathered to sing old camp songs at the opening
campfire, meet up with old friends, reminiscing,
strolling about the property, shopping at the artisan
market, participating in the special lottery, perusing
archival albums, enjoying beloved ‘camp food’ at
the celebration feast, before ending the evening on
the dance floor. The formal opening ceremony at
the camp flag pole was attended by representatives
of local Latvian organizations, who brought tributes
and congratulations. Also in attendance was
Latvija’s Ambassador to Canada Kaspars Ozolins
and his wife. The closing ceremony the following
day took place in the same location, after the
worship service in the open-air sanctuary.

After the immense effort of mounting this
monumental event, the season’s closing event was
muted by comparison. On September 30, a Town
Hall meeting allowed Sidrabene cottagers to learn
more about the new private school tenant,
Evergreen Steam Academy (ESA) and also to be
updated on other events and concerns. At the
meeting, a new Property and Facility committee
was struck, lead by Gundars Briedis, to coordinate
the tackling of outstanding maintenance issues and
compile information for planning future capital
projects.

A primary topic of interest was a progress report
on the search process for a new Property and
Facilities Caretaker, as the previous one, Clint
Tipton, announced at the end of his first year of
service that he had accepted another job offer
closer to family in Vaughan region. The
Management Committee expressed gratitude for
his able stewardship of the Sidrabene property.
Fortunately Sidrabene cottager Rob Van Den
Enden was enlisted to serve as the interim
caretaker. This allowed the search process to take
as long as required to update the job description,
which had changed and expanded significantly over



the years, and to ensure a good fit in choosing the
next candidate for the job. Immense thanks go to
Rob for his generosity in taking on this
responsibility and doing such a great job!

In his end of season report, Rob started by
thanking all the cottagers, Sidrabene management
committee, Church council and Sid camp for
providing guidance and sharing their knowledge
with him. “It has truly been an amazing experience,
one for which | am grateful! I've learned a lot, and
I’'m prepared to use my knowledge for the
betterment of Sidrabene. Here are some highlights
since taking on this role in September:

In addition to long term rentals (ESA and K4K
summer camp), church services and the
congregation’s summer camp, at minimum two or
three other events or short term rentals occur each
month, usually on the weekends. There can even
be multiple renters on the same weekend, so it is
fair to say we’re probably close to operating at 75%
capacity.

| have learned a lot about the property operating
procedures, equipment operation, tractor and
lawnmower usage, firewood demand, in getting to
know the facilities and property, inside and out. This
knowledge will be incorporated into a proposed
Sidrabene Operating Procedures manual. Since
September there have been a couple of reportable
incidents a month, relating to water treatment
issues, a power outage, kitchen grease trap and
appliances failures, fallen trees, operational furnace
issues, communications tower safety concerns. In
each case | have communicated immediately with
the management committee and the problems have
been promptly and successfully resolved. Routine
activities have included equipment maintenance
and repair, in addition to boiler management and
continued wood harvesting operations.”

Sidrabene traditional “Velu laiks” — Halloween
night organized by Zile Liepin$ and friends and
involving many cottagers was celebrated on
October 28 with games and trick-or-treating.

But this was not yet the end of the year’s
activities! The official fall work bee took place Nov.
4, when a great number of dead trees were felled,
sawed and hauled to the wood piles close to the
boiler. At least 5 other work bees were announced
to complete the full harvesting of firewood. Rob
expressed tremendous gratitude to those who
helped with this vital task. In the last days of
December the first phase of wildflower seeding was
completed, the first step towards developing
flowering meadow areas around the property.

Special initiatives this winter by Rob included the
creation of a skating rink on the basketball court
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and a winter snow slide from the camp hill for the
enjoyment of property users. In late winter he also
tapped a number of sugar maples and shared
maple syrup making activities with a couple of the
tenant groups using the property at the time.

Hopefully next year these amenities will also be
enjoyed by the increasingly popular Sidrabene
Winter camp which took place this year Feb. 10
and 11. Unfortunately this year weather conditions
did not favour these activities.

The 2023 season concluded with the 2024 AGM,
March 3 and the election of management
committee members from the cottagers: Gundars
Briedis (chair), Anita Laipnieks (secretary/
communications), Michael Wood (treasurer) and
Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart. Church council appointees
are Arnis Kalnin§, Skaidrite Leja (vice-chair) and
Dina Kalns.

Sidrabene’s Entry Gate Passes 2024 (cost is the
same as last year):

. Personal Season pass - $40

. Personal Daily pass - $15

. Personal Weekend pass - $25

. Camping pass per tent - $30 per night +

personal passes
. For visitors under age 18 admission is free

Events for 2024:

May 11 — Spring work bee

May 25 — Season opening social: ‘Fish fry’
June 1 — Children’s camp work bee

June 8/9 — Third annual Beach Volleyball
Tournament

June 8 — CIT fundraising dinner

June 29 — “Jani”

July 14- August 18 — Children’s camp

The Sidrabene Management committee
expresses heartfelt thanks to all who have
contributed to another successful year at Sidrabene
and looks forward to 2024 with confidence and
anticipation.

Skaidrite Leja
Sidrabene Management committee vice-chair



Péc iesvétibu dievkalpojuma Sidrabené / Confirmands after worship in Sidrabene




Padomes priek§séde Liga MiklaSevica apsveic mac. llzi 40 gadu ordinacijas atceré / Council Chair Liga
MiklaSevics congratulating mac. lize on the 40th anniversary of her ordination

Viesturs Zarins, viens no
Sv. Andreja draudzes dibinatajiem,
svin 100. dzimSanas dienul!
Viesturs Zarin§g, one of
St. Andrew's founders,
celebrating his 100th!

(Viesturs Zarins 18.3.1923 - 21.12.2023)



2023 Sidrabenes bérnu vasaras nometnes vaditaji / 2023 Camp Sidrabene counsellors

Vasaras nometné bérni izgatavoja
auseklisus / Woodworking activity
making the Latvian star symbol

“auseklis”

pen

acting



Damu komiteja ar palidzém “Zirgs un Muca” kafejnica Janos / Ladies’ Aux. and helpers at “Jani”

y ‘3’."”9. o Ty
) il -




SID 70 atklasana / SID 70 opening ceremony

Mac. Dags rikoja “Trivia” spéli / Pastor Dag organized a trivia game at the SID CIT’s fundraiser featuring
Chef Gundars Briedis




IEPAZISTINAM JAUNO SIDRABENES
PARVALDNIEKU

David C. Sweet, the new Sidrabene Property
and Facilities Caretaker

David has spent the last five years as a
professional in the field of stone fabrication
-~ serving as a Supervisor and CNC Bridge Saw
Operator. With a passion for working with his
hands, David finds fulfilment in crafting. Beyond
- his work, David is an avid enthusiast of cars,
- finding joy in exploring the intricacies of

| automotive engineering.

While maintaining
an active lifestyle,
David stays updated
with the latest
technologies and
enjoys learning about
emerging tech trends.

Two months ago,
David embarked on a
new chapter of his life
as he exchanged
vows with his beloved
' wife, Marian,
~ Together, they look
. forward to building a
future filled with love,
joy, and shared
experiences.

Now a proud member of the Sidrabene Community, David is excited about the
opportunity to contribute and serve. You're likely to spot him around the property,
whether he's lending a hand, learning more about the Sidrabene grounds, or
simply enjoying the company of his fellow community members.

We thank Rob Van Den Enden for introducing David to Sidrabene and training
him for the duties of the property and facilities caretaker!
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