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UN GAISUMS BLY’ KUTI, KUR BERNINS SIS DUS

Kas bija tas gaiSums, par ko Iidz ar maziem un
lieliem dziedam Ziemsvétku svétvakara. Vai
gaiSums iepluda kiitt no zvaigznes, kura virs
Betlémes deva zimi pasaulei, ka dzimis sen
gaiditais Pestitajs? Vai gaiSums, kas ganus tumsos
laukos parsteidza, biitu spgjis tik talu aizcelot?

Sogad lasam, ka pagrabos un tunelos, arf kiitis
slépjas tie, kuriem uzbriik un kurus grib iedzit
tumsa un bail€s. Zinam, ka arT cilvéki, kuri dzivo
drosiba un ar visam &rtibam, cinas ar nemieru sevi,
ar tumsam domam un rupém. Kaut kas, liekas,
izmainijies pasaulé un jitam - mums tik loti vajag
sanakt kopa Kristus piedzimsanas svétkos, dziedat
un lugt, jo saprotam, cik patiesi ir macitaja Paula
Urdzes sen rakstitie vardi par to kiiti, kura Kristus
Bérns piedzima. Vigs veroja:

“Ir tumsa, ir aukstums, ir netiriba — kit un dzive.
Mums pasiem ir jautajumi, uz kuriem més nezinam
atbildi. Ap mums ir citi ar savu postu un nespeku.
Neraugoties uz saméra lielo ar¢jo labklajibu, daudz
kas dzive atgadina kiiti, un ne to miligo kiitinu, ko
kadreiz redzam uz Ziemassvétku kartinam. Bet Tsti
netiru kiiti — un tiesi tada piedzima Kristus.”

Un tiesi to kiiti Vins pildija ar gaiSumu, jo tas
izstaroja no Vina pasa un, Skiet, bija zime
ticigajiem, ka vinu ltigSanas tiek atbildétas. Ka
sirmam Simeonam. Savas rokas panemot Kristu,
vins slavéja Dievu un ludza: “Tagad atlaid, Kungs,
savu kalpu miera, ka tu esi sacijis, jo manas acis ir
redz&jusas tavu pestisSanu, ko tu esi sataisijis visu

tautu prieksa, gaismu, kas atklasies paganiem un
godibu Isra€lam, tavai tautai.” (Lk 2:29-32)

Visgritakajos laikos, vissmagakajos briZos tas
gaiSums, kas no Vina pasa izstaroja un pat
visnetirako kiti parveérta par svétnicu, arvien ir
pretspeks izmisumam un bezceribai. Ka pasos
pirmos Ziemassvétkos Vina naksana davina patiesu
prieku, z€lastibu, mieru, dziedinasanu un pari
visam — milestibu. Un vél klat gaismu! Ka
evangglists Janis rakstija: “Vina bija dziviba un §1
dziviba bija cilvéku gaisma!” (Jn 1: 4) Tie nav
tikai vardi, Tas ir Vins, Vards, kas tapa miesa, kas
tev visu to grib davinat.

Macitajs Paulis Urdze toreiz nebaidijas runat tiesi,
atklati. Bet vins$ atgadina, ka 1pasi tadel, ka pat
netira kit Kristus bija gatavs piedzimt, “lielais,
engela sludinatais prieks attiecas ari uz mums. Nav
tik pel€kas, tik bezcerigas dzives, kura Kristum
nebiitu vietas. ArT musu dzivé Vinam vél ir
vieta.” Katra. Un tadel priecasimies un izdaiJosim
pasauli ar svétku lampinam. ledegsim sveces un
dziedasim ka reiz berniba, ticesim, dalisim talak
Vipa gaiSumu — ar to pildisim majas, sirdis un
dievnamus, tunelus, pagrabus un kiitis!

“Jo jums Sodien Pestitajs dzimis, kas ir Kristus, tas
Kungs!” Ieej dievnama, vai tas biitu grezns,
apsildits, vai ledus auksts! Sasildi to ar labiem
vel&jumiem citiem, ar pateicibu Dievam! Ari par
misu Baznicu visa pasaulé! Tas gaiSums, kas reiz
bija kiit1, dzivo talak tevi, jo Pestitajs dzimis arT par
Tevi! Ta Dievs pats 1€mis un caur savu D&lu Sev
mekl€ majvietu — ne kada &ka, bet tevi.

Ar pateicibu Dievam par Vina z€lastibu un katru no
jums, no sirds novélu katram turpinat izstarot to
gaismu, kuru nespgj izdzest nekadas tumsas varas!
Lai Dievs svéti jiis un miisu Baznicu, Latviju,
Ukrainu un pasauli ar gaiSiem, patiesiem, miera
svétitiem Kristus piedzimsanas Svétkiem un
iesp&jam izstarot prieku, Gara degsmi, ticibu,
patiesibu un Vina milestibu visa 2023. gada!

arch. Lauma



No Ziemsvétku sveces varam mdcities kadu retu,
bet Joti svarigu ipasibu: neradit nekadu troksni un

taja pasa laika sevi visu atdot citiem. /E.K.Logue/

MACITAJA DAGA DEMANDTA SPREDIKIS: “VAI
JUS ESAT GATAVI PARSTEIGUMIEM?”

Bet to dienu vai stundu neviens nezina — nedz
engeli debesis, nedz Dels, vienigi Tévs. Jo, ka bija
Noas dienas, ta bus ar Cilvéka Déla atnakSanas
laika; jo, ka bija tajas dienas pirms pliidiem — tie
rija un plit&ja, prec€jas un tika precéti, l1dz Noa
iegaja Skirsta, un tie nenaca pie sapraSanas, lidz
sakas plidi un aizrava visus — ta biis ar1 Cilvéka
Dela atnakSanas laika. Tad divi biis uz lauka —
vienu panems, otru pametis; divas mals maltuveé —
vienu panems, otru pametis. Tad€] esiet nomoda, jo
jus nezinat, kura diena jusu Kungs naks. Bet to
saprotiet: ja nama saimnieks zinatu, kura sardzes
stunda zaglis naks, vin$ paliktu nomoda un nelautu
tam ielauzties sava nama. Tadg] esiet ar1 jiis
gataviba, jo Cilveka DE&ls naks taja stunda, kad jis
negaidat.

Mateja evangélijs 24:36-44

Vai jiis esat gatavi parsteigumiem?
Padomajiet, vai §is nav smiekligs jautajums? Ka
kads varétu biit sagatavots parsteigumam?
Parsteigums ir kaut kas tads, kam mes ieprieks
neesam vargjusi sagatavoties. Ja més esam
sagatavoti, tad tas vairs nav parsteigums. Ja mes
gaidam kaut ko, tad tas nav parsteigums.

Bet tas ir tiesi tas, ko Jezus saka saviem macekliem
misu lastjuma Sodien. Vins saka: Bet dienu un

stundu neviens nezina, ne debesu engeli, ne Déls,
ka vien T&vs. Vins naks nezinama stunda. Tapéc
esiet ar1 jiis gatavi, jo cilvéka DE&ls naks tani stunda,
kuru jiis nedomajat. Iedoma3jieties, ka jums kads
draugs piezvana un pazino: “Es brauksu tevi
apciemot... bils jabrauc tals, tals cels, es noteikti
busu izsalcis, tapec sagatavojiet man kaut ko, ko
est.” Grib&dams biit labs saimnieks, jiis prasat:
“Kura laika tu ieradisies? Ka mes varam
sagatavoties $adam apciemojumam?”’ To paSu JEzus
saka mums: “Es nevaru jums pateikt, kad es
ieradiSos, bet esiet gatavi”.

Ka més varam sagatavoties $adam parsteigumam?
Varbiit §is gada laiks var mums palidzet atbildét uz
S0 jautajumu. Adventa laika, Ziemassvetkus gaidot,
mes gatavojamies parsteigumiem. Mé&s zinam, kad
Ziemassvetki bis, datums nekad nemainas. Bet
mes nekad nezinam, kas mis sagaidis Sajos
svetkos. Més nekad nezinam, kur§ mums kaut ko
uzdavinas vai ar1 to, kada sajita mums bis svétkos.

Mes parasti zinam, kur§ mums uzdavinas kaut ko,
bet biezi vien m&s sanemam vienu vai vairakas
davanas no kada, no kura més to nemaz
nesagaidijam. ST davana parasti ir ipasa. Mgs
sagaidam Ziemassvétkus, bet tas tomer biis
parsteigums. M@s sagatavojamies Ziemassvetkiem,
dekorgjot savas majas, dziedot dziesmas. Mes sevi
sagatavojam parsteigumiem. M@s nezinam, kas
mums nesis davanas, bet mums ir eglite, zem kuras
tas davanas nolikt. Adventa laika mes
sagatavojamies tam svarigajam parsteigumam, kad
Dievs ieradisies musu dzivés. Mums ir jasaved
savas majas kartiba. Mums ir jasagatavo vietina
savas sirdis un dzivés Dieva parsteigumiem. Mums
Vins ir jagaida, jo Vigs naks. Mums ar lielu prieku
jagaida Dieva ierasanas savas dzivés. Sis nav nekas
jauns. Dieva laudis vienmer ir gaidijusi
parsteigumu. Dieva Z€lastiba un milestiba miis
vienmeér parsteidz. Kad més to vismazak
iedomajamies, Dievs mums sevi atklaj.
Parsteigumu brizos, labos un sliktos, Dievs mums
rada z€lastibu un aicina uz ricibu. Dievs iejaucas
misu dzives un tas izmaina.



To pasu pravietis Jesaja stastija cilvékiem. Dieva
dels naks pasaul€ un izmainis misu dzives. Vins
mums macis milét vienam otru un pat misu
ienaidniekus. Mums ka Dieva b&rniem ir jasagaida
§1s lietas. Mums ir jasagaida Dieva apciemojums.
Mums ir jasagaida, ka Dievs nozaveés miisu asaras.
Mums ir jasagaida, ka Dievs naks pie ikkatra no
mums. Dievs mis parsteigs Sajos svetkos ar STm
davanam. Dievs nesis mieru misu sirdis. JEzus
laika tauta nedomaja, ka Jézus ir Dieva d&ls. Tauta
bija nesagatavota un negaidija Jezu. Praviesi bija
stastjusi par JEzus naksanu, bet tauta to negaidija.
Un, kad Dievs ieradas, vini to nokavéja. Kad Vins
ieradas, vini pat Vinu nepamanija, Vins$ piedzima
kiitt. Varétu domat, ka vini buitu sagatavojusi Vinam
istabu vietgja viesnica, varbit Betlemes Holiday
Inn? Nebija vietas vietéja viesnica, tapat nebija
vietas cilveku sirdis pienemt JEzu. JEzus atnaca pie
viniem, bet vini nebija gatavi Vinu pienemt. Vini
nebija sagatavoti svinét Ziemassvetkus un sanemt
Dieva davanas.

Sagaidiet, ka Dievs JUS parsteigs $ajos
Ziemassvetkos ar lielam davanam! Tas davanas biis
Dieva Zg€lastiba, miers un milestiba. Sagaidiet
Dieva svétibu sava ikdienas dzivé. Meklgjiet Dievu
ikdiena. Dievs ienaks misu dzives un tas
parmainis. Adventa laika mes gaidam kaut ko
jaunu. Sis ir apsolijums visiem! Esiet vienmér
sagatavoti Siem briniSkigajiem parsteigumiem.

Es veletos dalities ar jums stasta par kadu klosteri...
Sis klosteris bija agrak slavens, svétcelnieki to
apciemoja no malu malam. Tur gatavoja izcilu
sieru un vinu. Miiki $aja klosterT dzivoja dedzigu,
ticigu dzivi. Vinu vidi bija 1pasa sadraudziba un
prieks. Tad tas l[énam maintjas. Cilveki vairs
nebrauca ciemos pie milkiem. Nebija vairs
dedziguma vai prieka muku vidi. Tad vienam
milkam radas ideja. Miki sanaca uz rita ltigSanu.
Bija Adventa laiks. Miiks katru ritu Adventa laika
teica Sos vardus: ,,Pestitajs ir jusu vidii”. Vispirms
miki bija Soka. Kur$ no mums ir Pestitajs? Ka lai
meés zinam, ko vini domaja? Un notika brinums.
Miki saka dzivot jaunu, atdzivinatu dzivi.

Mums ir aicinajums dzivot $adu dzivi. ,,Jézus ir
misu vidi”. Meés zinam, ka svétki naks. Ka més
tos sagaidisim? Amen!

Our God of Surprise

When we reach the season of Advent, we know it’s
time to start over. Isn’t starting over what we need?
So many times in life, we wish to wipe it all away
and take a fresh look, make a fresh start, or take a
first step all over again. Advent is a new beginning
and a fresh start for those who are willing to
prepare themselves.

The theologian James Alison describes it this way:
This “beginning again” is a cycle by which “God
breaks through the clutter ... to announce that the
Presence (of God) is very near, irrupting into our
midst, hauling us out of our myths, our half-truths
and the ways we have settled for what is religious
rather than what is holy, alive and real.” Our short-
sightedness in this season is marked by our
miscalculation that Advent is merely a religious
warm-up to Christmas. In the season of Advent,
“Someone wants to speak to us — Someone who is
not on the same level as us. The oomph behind the
“isness” of everything that is wants to invite us into
our fullness.” But he wonders, “Can that One get
through? Will we be able to hear that One? How
trained are our ears?”

I would like to say that “God’s other name is
surprise.” God is a God of surprise not only for the
first century but also today. So what God was doing
in 1st Century Palestine and throughout the
centuries, God is doing here today in Toronto and
beyond. He is visiting his children with a divine
surprise of presence and strength so that the
kingdom might be built.

During this busy season, intentionally decide to
carve out moments of quiet when you can pay
attention to what’s happening all around you and be
surprised. Remember that Christ is present giving
us the opportunity and the ability to grow in faith
and journey with Him to Christmas, the birth of our
Savior. Open your hearts to Him and the surprises
that await.



(2022. g. iesvétitie jauniesi / 2022 confirmands)

ATSKATS UZ DRAUDZES DARBIBU

Ziemassvetku noskanas
Nak engeli ar zvaigznu svecem rokas
Un zemes tumsa savu gaismu nes,
Mirdz neskaitami pulki debess loka
Ka toreiz senatne, pie Betlemes.
(Leonids Breikss)

Ir pienacis Advents, gaismas un ceribu laiks, kad
engeli nes gaismu pasaulé un mes tiecamies péc
dzilakas apgaismibas, ceribas un milestibas.
Daudziem S$is laiks neatvieglos griitibas un
cieSanas, bet mes visi varam izmantot Adventa
laiku, lai samazinatu ikdienas steigu un izraditu
pateicibu.

Atsakot draudzes darbibu péc pandémijas
ierobezojumu atcelSanas, Sovasar tika daudz
paveikts. 29. maija notika kopigs jauniesu iesvétes
dievkalpojums — 5 no Sv. Andreja un 4 no Sv. Jana
draudzes. Piedalijas macitaji Dags Demandts un
Girts Grietins ka arT prav. emer. I1ze Kupléna-
Ewart, prav. emer. Ivars Gaide un mac. Dr. Anita
Gaide.

Sidrabene iesaka gatavoties vasarai ar pavasara
talku 23. aprilt un sezonas atklasanas sartkojumu
Turnirs tika rikots, lai godinatu Modri Lorbergu par
vina ilggadg€jo ieguldijumu latvieSu sporta dzives

veicinasana un lai iesvetitu vina pieminai izveidoto
pludmales voleja laukumu. Sis notikums, kas guva
lielu atsaucibu un iesaistija visas paaudzes, cerams
klus par gadskartgju tradiciju.

P&c divu gadu partraukuma ap 600 Iigotaju pulcgjas
uzstajas “Linda Maruta un draugi” un deju kopa
“Daugavina”. Par zalumballes miiziku gadaja
“Lusts un Letts”. Par gardam maltit€m “Zirgs un
Muca” kafejnica riip€jas draudzes damu komiteja.
Notika arT vainagu pisana, neliels tirdzins ar 11
dazadiem dalibniekiem un bija iesp&ja peld&ties,
sportot un izbaudit sadraudzibu.

Loti labi izdevas Natalijas Vagneres un Danas
Grietinas vadita Sidrabenes b&rnu nometne no 10.
julija Iidz 7. augustam un “Sid svetki” 24. julija.
Katru svétdienu notika dievkalpojumi kopa ar
b&rnu nometni, kam sekoja sadraudziba, par ko
rup€jas damu komiteja.

Citi sarikojumi Sidrabeng ieskaitija mac. Daga
stastijumu par savu dzivi Montreala un “Montreal
smoked meat” pusdienas (18. junija), Iru vakaru ar
Ronnie McEwan un damu komitejas gadato bufetes
kristibas ar sadraudzibas pusdienam (7. augusta) un
atvadu BBQ Andrejam Grinbergam un gimenei

(10. septembr).

Maija Andrejs Grinbergs iesniedza atligumu no
Sidrabenes parvaldnieka amata, dodot draudzei
pietickami laika samekl&t jaunu parvaldnieku un
ievadit vinu darba pienakumos. Sidrabenes
parvalde un draudzes padome sadarbojas, lai
izsludinatu darba piedavajumu un izraudzitu
piemérotu kandidatu. Esam pateicigi, ka esam
atradusi Clinton Tipton, kuir$ uzsaka daudzpusigo
parvaldnieka darbu 22. augusta un to ir sekmigi
veicis rudens posma.

Ar parvaldnieka mainu, padome izveidoja komiteju
(Arnis Kalnins, Agris Robeznieks, Liga
Miklasevics un mac. Dags), lai parraudzitu



nepiecieSamos remontus, kas bija javeic
parvaldnieka majai.

Sidrabenes sezonas slégSanas sarikojums 15.
oktobr1 bija Fiesta vakars latinamerikanu noskana,
kur uzstajas salsa dejotaji un art apmacija visus
salsa dejas solos. PaSmaju miiziki — Egils Fogelis,
Andris Rubenis un Eriku Yost vadija
kopdziedasanu un Egils Fogelis riip&jas par deju
miiziku. Sefpavari Laila un Ryan Moore bija
sagatavojusi faco vakarinas ar dazadam piedevam
un notika arT loterija. Galvenie vakara rikotaji bija
Dzintra un Ivars Jansoni un Linda Lazda.
Sidrabenes vasarnicu Ipasnieki 29. oktobrT sarikoja
treSo gadskart€jo velu laika vakaru Sidrabené ar
dazadam nodarbibam un izpriecam b&rniem.
Sidrabenes darbiba noslédzas ar rudens talku 9.
novembrT.

Junija privatskola, “Evergreen Steam Academy”,
sazindjas ar Sidrabeni, izsakot interesi 1rét telpas
Sidrabkalna €ka skolas vajadzibam 50 skolniekiem.
Kad Sidrabenes parvaldes priekSnieks, Ivars Jégeris
bija veicis skolas parbaudi un noskaidrojis, ka ST ir
likumiga skola, tika noslégts ires ligums. Augusta
beigas skola sarunaja darbiniekus, kuri izkrasoja un
uzlaboja telpas, lai tas izskatitos gaiSakas un
jaukakas. Skola darbojas sekmigi ar ceribu
paplaSinaties un Joti novert€ iesp&ju bt Sidrabengé.

darbinieki sanaca uz satikSanos ar jauno Latvijas
veéstnieku Kanada, Kasparu Ozolinu un vina
kundzi, kuri ciemojas Toronto un vélgjas tuvak
iepazities ar Sejienes latviesu sabiedribu.
Uzdavinajam véstniekam Sv. Andreja draudzes 50
gadu gramatu.

Kaulins apsveica no Sv. Andreja draudzes un
pazinoja, ka davinam ozola koku, ko stadit
Saulaing. Lac¢plésa dienas svinibas 12. novembri
Saulaing piedalijos pie davinata ozola iestadiSanas.

Baznicas rudens posms sakas ar kapu svétkiem un
ekumenisku dievkalpojumu York kapséta 11.

septembr1. Man Sis dievkalpojums ir vienmér licies
1pass un svarigs, kad kopa ka sabiedriba godinam
un pieminam savus milos piederigos.

Ikmeénesa dievkalpojumi Sidrabené pirmaja ménesa
svetdiena atsakas 2. oktobrT ar plaujas svétku
atzime&Sanu un damu komitejas rikoto sadraudzibas
pEcpusdienu ar vokala ansambla “Klaritas”
uzstasanos un rudens razas loteriju. Dievkalpojumi
6. novembrT un 4. decembr bija kopigi ar
Hamiltonas Kristus draudzi un prav. Davi Kanepu.
Par sadraudzibu un pusdienam péc
dievkalpojumiem gadaja damu komiteja un
decembr ziemsvetku/adventa nodarbibas berniem
pirms dievkalpojuma vadija Mudite Schuler.
Sidrabenes dievkalpojumus kuplina miisu talantigie
miziki — Davids Smits, Alberts Vitols, Maria
Thorburn un Vaira Gertnere.

Sv. Jana baznica katru svétdienu notiek klatienes
dievkalpojumi ar tieSraidi Zoom platforma.

Jaizsaka 1pasi liels paldies damu komitejai par lielo
darbu, ko vinas veic, ripgjoties par sadraudzibu p&c
dievkalpojumiem Sv. Jana baznica un art
Sidrabeng. Damas vasara nopiil&jas saimniekojot
“Zirgs un Muca” virtuve, gatavojot dazadas
maltites — pusdienas, bufeti un BBQ. Ipasi japiemin
gatavotas maltites Janos, Arnolda Demandta
kristibas, Iru vakara, Andreja Grinberga pateicibas
un atvadu peécpusdiena, ka ar1 Oktoberfest
pusdienas péc kopiga Reformacijas dievkalpojuma
30. oktobr1 Sv. Jana baznica. Damas turpinaja
tradicionalo ziemsvétku piparkiiku cepSanu un
pardosanu. Notika 3 piparkiiku cepSanas talkas ar
miklu, ko sagatavoja Inta Briede ar Maureen un
Imantu Kivliem. Damu komiteja katra laika pienem
un priecajas par paligiem.

15. oktobr1 notika LELBA Kanadas apgabala
konference Zoom platforma. Macitaji un draudzu
delegati parrunaja latviesu luteranu baznicas
nakotnes izredzes un iespé&jas. Visas draudzes
piedzivo lidzigus izaicinajumus, ka tos, ko miisu
nakotnes komiteja ir noradijusi — musu draudzes
loceklu skaits kritas, m&s dzivojam geografiski



vairak izkaisiti, mums ir griiti uzturét vienotas
kopienas sajltu, mums japiesaista jauniesi un
jaunaka gada gajuma loceklu piedaliSanas
dievkalpojumos, miisu gadskartgjo budzetu
iztrikumi turpina picaugt.

Sv. Andreja draudzes nakotnes komiteja ir
turpinajusi darboties, ievacot informaciju draudzes
ietvaros un arpus tas, lai varétu istenot miisu mérki
turpinat pastavet ka latviesu luteranu draudze un
“ievadit dilstoSu draudzi ceriba un jauna dziviba”.
Esam satikusi un runajusies ar Rigas Lutera
draudzes vadibu, ka arT ar Hamiltonas Kristus
draudzi, kas ir mekl&jusi macities no miisu
baznicas €kas pardoSanas procesa pieredzes un ir
piebiedrojusies miisu dievkalpojumos Sidrabené.
Izsaku pateicibu Voldemaram Innusam par
nakotnes komitejas vadisanu.

Reiz pa diviem méneSiem Sarma Gaide, Indra
Merten un es esam satikusas ar Sv. Jana draudzes
priekSnieku Larry Gifford un diviem draudzes
padomes locekliem, lai parrunatu baznicas drosibas
un uzturéSanas jautajumus, kops Davis Maksins
vairs nav baznicas €kas parzinis. Satiksimies katru
otro ménesi, lai risinatu jautajumus p&c vajadzibas.
Starplaika Rita Ziedina ir pienemta darba par
saimnieci, lai veiktu tiriSanas darbus, sagatavotu
telpas sarikojumiem un palidzetu ar darza darbiem.

Es piedalos mac. Daga uzsaktaja apriipes grupa,
kuras dalibnieki piezvana vecakajiem draudzes

locekliem, lai ar tiem parunatos un uzzinatu, ka
viniem klajas.

Nosleéguma atgadinu, ka miisu draudze var sasniegt
savu merki nakotn€ turpinat uz prieksu ar ceribu un
jaunu dzivibu tikai ar jisu ziedojumiem. Sogad
budzeta bija paredzets ziedojumos ienemt
$125,000. Sobrid mums vél pietriikst $48,945, lai
sasniegtu paredzéto mérki. Sogad ari no
investicijam neesam nopelnijusi tik daudz, cik
gaidijam. Aicinu jis apsvert domu izkartot ik
ménesa ziedojumu draudzei. leteiktais minimums
piecaugusajiem ir ziedot $10 nedgla. Tas loti
palidz&tu nodrosinat draudzes darbibu.

Mani ka draudzes padomes priekssedi parsteidz, ko
misu prieksteci, biidami bégli, sp&ja sasniegt un
atstat mantojuma nakamajam paaudz&€m. No visas
sirds ceru, ka mes visi varam kopigiem spekiem
turpinat saudzet un pavairot tas davanas, ko vini
mums atstajusi.

Izsaku dzilu pateicibu miisu macitajam Dagam,
administratorei Sarmai Gaidei, draudzes padomei,
perminderiem, damu komitejai, miizikas komitejai,
revizijas komisijai, Sidrabenes parvaldei,
Sidrabenes parvaldniekam Clint Tipton, Sidrabenes
b&rnu nometnei un nometnes komitejai, draudzes
locekliem, sidrabenieSiem, visiem brivpratigajiem
paligiem par vinu darbu un atbalstu un par mtisu
pozitivajam attiecibam un sadarbibu ar Sv. Jana
draudzi un draudzes vadibu.

Lai Ziemassvetku miers un liksmiba ir ar jums
Sodien un pavada jus jaunaja gada!

Liga MiklaSevica
Draudzes padomes prieksséde

(Andreja Grinberga atvadas / farewell to Andy
Grinbergs and family 10/09/2022)



(mdc. Dags ar gimeni Arnolda
kristibas / the Demandt family at
Arnold’s baptism in Sidrabene)

(Damu komitejas rikotie
Reformacijas svétki / Reformation
“Oktoberfest” hosted by Ladies’
Aux.)

(Bérnu nodarbibas 2.
Adventa Sidrabené /
Children’s activites
before 2nd Advent
worship in Sidrabene)




“PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI” AICINAJUMS

Sveicinati, milie draugi!
2022. g. decembr1

Svetkiem tuvojoties, domas virzas...

“Palidziba Latvijai” komiteja (PLK) ir darbojusies
kops 1988. g. ar mandatu sniegt palidzibu tiesi
pasiem vistriicigakajiem cilvékiem.

Megés vacam ziedojumus no Sv. Andreja draudzes
locekliem, no Ziemas svétku dievkalpojuma
kolektes, ka arT no visparéjas latviesu sabiedribas.
Bez tam, pirms Covid pandémijas, ‘“Palidziba
Latvijai” bija gadiem rikojusi vairakus lidzek]u
vaks$anas sarikojumus, ka pieméram, “Mates dienas
Burvigas brokastis” Latvijas filmu izrades, dzejolu
vakarus, utt. Tadu darbibu mes atkal atsaksim, kad
apstakli atlaus.

1988. gads bija pirmais bridis, kad Latvija vargja
jau pamanit toposu brivibu no Padomju okupacijas
un més vargjam beidzot sakt sadarboties ar
latvieSiem Latvija. M@s izveidojam saites ar tris
“masu draudz€m” (Durbes, Daudzevas un Zemites
draudzes), Rigas Zupas virtuvi un Rigas “Senioru
klubu”. Ta mé&s atbalstam triicigos pensionarus,
daudzb&rnu gimenes un jaunieSus misu tris “masu
draudz€s”. MEs tiem esam siitijusi papravus
partikas grozinus Ziemas svétkos un Lieldienas, lai
viniem izpalidz€tu pardzivot ziemas bargumu un lai
vini zinat, ka sveSuma ir kadi, kas par viniem doma
un riip&jas. No viniem esam sanémusi jaukus sirds
izjustus pateicibas sveicienus, kas liek mums zinat,
ka Sie grozini ir Joti mili un augsti novertéti.

Bez tam, esam stttjusi dazus vinu bérnus uz
vasaras nometném. Mgs arf siitam regularus
ziedojumus “Rigas zupas virtuvei” (pie Anglikanu
baznicas, Riga) un nelielam “Senioru klubam”, ari
Riga.

ST nakama ziema solas bit pat vél griitaka,
pateicoties nezéligajam uzbrukumam Ukraina un
piedraud@to gazes/ellas piegades apturésanu.

Nolémam Sogad nosiitit “grozinus” uz 18.
novembri, uz Ziemas svétkiem, uz Lieldienam un
uz vasaras svetkiem. Tatad, Sogad ziedojumi ir vel
nozimigaki, neka parasti! 18. novembra sttijums ir
jau nosiitits un esam sanpémusi milu paldies no
parsteigtajiem sanémgjiem Latvija.

Mes nogadajam lidzeklus saviem “brivpratigajiem
engeliSiem”, Maijai un KriSam Zakiem, Latvija,
kuri iegadajas partiku no vietgjiem Latvijas
lauksaimniekiem un tad to sapako un piegada
visiem sanéméjiem. Ta mes pie reizes censamies
atbalstit mazos Latvijas lauksaimniekus. 98%
partikas ir Latvijas razojums!

Soreiz miisu partikas grozinos bija: mazsalits lasis,
zivju konservi, salami, cukurs, olivas, kiipinata
gala, olivu ella, milti, r1si, medus, makaroni, siers,
kafija, kukurtiza, rieksti, vistas buljons,
ziemassvetku kekss, auzu parslas, Sokolades
cepumi, konfektes, marinéti salati, mediciniskas
maskas.

Mums stasta sanéméji, ka $1s pacinas vinus
iepriecina vairakus ménesus.

Ja jiis ve€laties ziedot “Palidziba Latvijai”
projektam, lai izpalidz&tu triicigajiem tautieSiem
Latvija, ludzu:

1. rakstiet ¢ekus (angliski!) uz : “St.
Andrew’s Ev. Luth. Latvian
Congregation” (ar memo “Palidziba
Latvijai”), un nosiitiet uz 200 Balmoral
Ave., Toronto, ON, M4V 1J6

2. izmantojiet e-transfer: uz
admin(@standrewslatvian.org ar noradi “PL” taja
vieta, kur var ierakstit “message”.

Protams, visi ziedojumi sanems ienakuma
nodoklu atlaides kviti no draudzes.

Pateiciba,
Andris Rubenis
“Palidziba Latvijai” komitejas prieksSsedis


mailto:admin@standrewslatvian.org

VESTULE DRAUDZEI UN SIDRABENIESIEM NO
CLINT TIPTON / AN INTRODUCTORY LETTER FROM
CLINT TIPTON

August 23, 2022

My name is Clint Tipton and | would like to take
this opportunity to introduce myself.

As you are aware, | have been selected as the next
property manager of the Sidrabene centre in
Burlington. I'm quite grateful for the trust that has
been placed in me and respect the personal
histories and attachments that you have in regards
to the property.

| will work diligently to familiarize myself with not
only my duties, but all of you.

So, with that, a little about me.

| grew up in the town of Aurora north of Toronto. |
have had a varied career history that includes golf
course maintenance, commercial landscaping,
eight years with one of Canada's leading private
schools, service with the Canadian Armed Forces
and working in the role of maintenance manager
for one of the largest GTA children’s day camps.

In my personal life | have a brother and mother.
My father, sadly, passed in 2010. | was a member
with honours of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets for
much of my youth. | have been active with sports
my entire life and continued to play ice hockey
until the pandemic shut us all down. Although it
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may not carry well in this area of the province, my
sports team of choice is the Toronto Argonauts.

| feel that | bring a high level of unique experience
and detail to Sidrabene. I'm always open to
learning, not only the operational aspects of my
job, but also the unique Latvian culture you have
maintained.

If and when you see me, feel free to say hello.

Again, I’'m looking forward to serving you and the
church to the very best of my ability. | thank you
for accepting me into your ethnic and spiritual
community.
Best wishes and warm regards.
Clint

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH COUNCIL CHAIR

We have entered Advent, the season of light and
hopefulness. This Latvian poem speaks about
angels bringing light into the world and guiding us
to Bethlehem. How beautiful that every year we are
granted this opportunity to reach for deeper
enlightenment, hope and love!

For many, this season will not cease the hardship
and suffering, however we all can take some time
daily during this Advent season to slow down and
to practice gratitude.

So much was accomplished throughout the summer
as we began to resume our activities after the lifting
of Covid restrictions. On Sunday May 29th we
were finally able to celebrate the confirmation of
our beautiful youth — 5 from St. Andrew's and 4
from St. John's congregation. It was a very special
joint service with the participation of pastors Dag
Demandt and Girts Grietins as well as with Dean
emer. llze Kupléns-Ewart, Dean emer. Ivars Gaide
and Rev. Dr. Anita Gaide.

As summer was approaching Sidrabene began
working to open for the summer season with the
spring work bee April 234, the season opening



event May 28th, continuing with a volleyball
tournament June 12th. The volleyball tournament
was organized to commemorate Modris Lorbergs’
years of dedication and endorsement of Latvian
athleticism and love of sports and to dedicate the
beach volleyball court built in his memory. It was a
wonderful event bringing together all generations.
Looking forward to this being a yearly event!

After a two-year pause, a gathering of about 600
celebrated “Jani” on June 25t with various
activities, enjoying a performance by “Linda
Maruta and friends” and “Daugavina” and dancing
to the music of “Lusts and Letts”. A delicious menu
was provided by our Ladies' auxiliary at the “Zirgs
un Muca”.

The four weeks of Sidrabene’s Children’s Camp,
July 10th to August 7th, led by Natalija Vagners and
Dana Grietins, was a success with “Sid svétki” July
24th and weekly worship services followed by
fellowship.

Other events at Sidrabene included pastor Dag's
organized Montreal smoked meat sandwich lunch
and his talk about his life in Montreal (June 18th),
Irish night with Ronnie McEwan and a buffet
supper (July 16th), the baptism of Arnolds
Demandts (August 7th) followed by a fellowship
luncheon and a farewell BBQ for Andrejs
Grinbergs and family (September 10th).

In May, Andrejs Grinbergs submitted his
resignation as Sidrabene’s property manager. He
gave the church sufficient time to begin the search
and then to transition the new property manager
into the job. Sidrabene management committee and
the church council collaborated in advertising,
shortlisting and hiring the new property manager.
We were thankful to find Clinton Tipton to fulfill
this huge role involving a broad range of
responsibilities which he assumed on August 22nd
and has successfully managed through the fall
season.

With the change of property managers, it was
important to ensure that all needed repairs were
done to the property manager's house before the

new manager moved in. A committee composed of
Arnis Kalnins, Pastor Dag, Agris Robeznieks and
Liga MiklaSevics was set-up to oversee the needed
renovations of the house.

The Sidrabene season closing on October 15th was a
Latin American themed Fiesta evening with salsa
dancing performers, a group salsa lesson, a taco
dinner prepared by Laila and Ryan Moore, a sing-a-
long with our own musicians — Egils Fogelis,
Andris Rubenis and Erika Yost, dance music
provided by Egils Fogelis, as well as a lottery. The
main organizers of the event were Dzintra and Ivars
Jansons and Linda Lazda.

On October 29th a group of Sidrabene cottagers
organized the third annual All Hallows' Eve
activities. The final Sidrabene event of the season
was the fall work bee on November 9th.

In June, “Evergreen Steam Academy” (a private
school) contacted Sidrabene to lease Sidrabene's
main building for their school of 50 students. After
Ivars Jégeris, chair of the Sidrabene management
committee completed a background check, a lease
was signed. During the last week of August, the
school brought in a crew to paint and do repairs to
make the rooms look bright and inviting. The
school is flourishing, they are hoping to expand and
they highly value and appreciate being at
Sidrabene.

On July 21st we were invited to meet with the new
Latvian ambassador Kaspars Ozolin$ and his wife
who were visiting St. John’s church to familiarize
themselves with the Latvian society in Toronto. We
presented the ambassador with the 50-year history
book of St. Andrew’s.

On July 231, a letter of congratulations and gift of
an oak tree from St. Andrew’s was presented to
Saulaine on their 70th anniversary by Valdis
Kaulins and on November 12th on “Lac¢plésa
diena”, | was at Saulaine for the planting of the
gifted oak tree.



The church fall season began on September 11th
with a joint ecumenical service at York cemetary. |
have always found this a unique and special
service. How important it is to honour and
remember our loved ones as a community!

We resumed our monthly worship services at
Sidrabene on October 2nd including a harvest
festival themed fellowship hosted by the Ladies'
auxiliary featuring a harvest lottery and a musical
performance by “Klaritas” vocal ensemble. The
worship services on November 6th and December
4thwere joint services with Hamilton Christ Latvian
congregation and Dean Davis Kaneps. After
worship lunch was provided by St. Andrew's
Ladies' auxiliary and in December children's
Christmas/Advent activities prior to worship were
led by Mudite Schuler. The services at Sidrabene
are enhanced by our music team — Davids Smits,
Alberts Vitols, Maria Thorburn and Vaira Gertners.
Worship services at St. John's church are
continuing every Sunday in person and are also
live-streamed on Zoom.

A big thank-you goes to our Ladies' auxiliary
members for doing an amazing job in taking an
active role in welcoming the congregation for
fellowship after worship at St. John’s in Toronto
and at Sidrabene. They have been very busy
hosting events in the summer at Sidrabene’s “Zirgs
un Muca” - providing luncheons, buffets and BBQ
meals. Most notable were the meals served at
“Jani”, Arnold Demandt's baptism, Irish night and
Andrejs Grinbergs’ thank-you and farewell in
Sidrabene and after the joint Reformation service at
St. John's on October 30t. They are also continuing
their traditional Christmas gingerbread cookie
baking and selling. They organized 3 cookie baking
sessions in November from dough prepared by Inta
Briedis with Maureen and Imants Kivlis. More
volunteers to help the Ladies' auxiliary are always
welcome and would be very appreciated.

On October 15, LELBA (Latvian Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) Canada district held a
Zoom conference. Participating pastors and
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congregation delegates shared concerns and looked
at options for the future of the Latvian Lutheran
Church. All of the congregations are experiencing
similar challenges that our Future Committee has
identified — we have declining memberships; we
are geographically dispersed; we have difficulty
maintaining a meaningful sense of community; we
need to attract our youth and young adult
participation in worship; we continue to experience
increasing yearly budget deficits.

St. Andrew’s Future Committee has been meeting
and gathering input from within and outside of the
church community to realize our goal to continue
to exist as a Latvian Lutheran Church and to “lead
a declining congregation into hope and new life!”.
We have met and conversed with Riga's Church of
Luther congregation leaders, as well as Hamilton's
Christ Latvian congregation. Christ Latvian
congregation sought us out to learn from our
process when we began the journey to sell our
church building. They have joined us in worship in
Sidrabene. I thank Voldemars Innus for his
leadership of the Future Committee.

Sarma Gaide, Indra Mertens and I have also been
meeting every two months with St. John’s chair
Larry Gifford and two other St. John's council
members to discuss security and maintenance
issues since Davis Maksin$ was released from his
responsibilities as the church’s caretaker. We will
be meeting every other month to address issues as
they arise. In the meantime, Rita Ziedins$ has been
retained for cleaning, setting up for events and
helping with the garden.

I am also involved with a small group of volunteers
which Pastor Dag has started up to connect and
check in on the senior members of our
congregation and chat with them.

Lastly, our congregation can meet its goal of
moving forward with hope and new life only
through your donations. This year we budgeted to
receive $125,000 in donations. To date we are short
$48,945 to meet this target. This year also our



investment portfolio has not performed as well and
has not earned as much as expected. Please
consider setting up a monthly donation
(information below). This will greatly help your
church to continue to serve!

As the chair of the church council, I am forever
reminded and astounded by what our forefathers,
who as displaced persons, were able to achieve and
to leave as a legacy for the following generations.
With all my heart I hope that we can all join
together to continue to nurture and grow the gifts
they have left us.

I am deeply grateful to our Pastor Dag, Sarma
Gaide (Administrator), Church Council, Altar
Guild, Ladies' Auxiliary, Music Committee, Audit
Committee, Sidrabene’s Management Committee,
Clint Tipton (Sidrabene’s Property Manager),
Sidrabene’s Camp and Camp Committee, the
congregation members, Sidrabene’s community, all
the volunteers for their ongoing work and support
and our positive relations with St. John's leadership
and congregation.

May the peace and joy of Christmas be with you
today and throughout the New Year!
Liga MiklaSevics
Chair of the Church Council

HOW TO DONATE TO ST. ANDREW'’S

1. Through online banking send an e-transfer to:
admin(@standrewslatvian.org If the donation is for
a specific cause (i.e. memorial, etc.) please note
that in the message line.

2. Go to our website (www.standrewslatvian.org),
click on the DONATE button top right and use a
credit card to donate. This is a link to
“canadahelps.org”. You can set up a monthly
donation or do a one-time donation. Note in the
message line if the donation is for a specific cause.

3. Write a cheque to "St. Andrew’s Ev. Luth.
Latvian Congr.” with a note in the memo line
and mail it to: 200 Balmoral Ave., Toronto, ON,
M4V 1J6.

AID TO LATVIA COMMITTEE
December 2022

The Aid to Latvia Committee was established in
1988, during the tumultuous period when the
Soviet Union was disintegrating and many of its
oppressed people were renewing their aspirations
to regain their freedom. As the window to the Free
World gradually opened, we were made aware of
the desperate plight of many Latvians, especially
those outside the larger centres and in the
countryside.

The Latvian Lutheran Church in America oversight
body, LELBA, noted the evolving situation, and
urged Latvian congregations worldwide to “adopt”
and establish contacts with “sister congregations”
in poorer areas in Latvia. This would be on a more
personal level than just sending anonymous aid to
anonymous people.

That was the background situation that moved the
St. Andrew’s congregation to establish the Aid to
Latvia committee.

Over the years, we have established ongoing
relationships with several Latvian Churches and
local groups.

Currently, we have three “sister congregations” —
Daudzevas Church, Durbes Church, and Zemites
Church. We have been sending Christmas gift
baskets for their poorer pensioners and
parishioners. The recipients note that the
provisions in the baskets will last them several
months. We have also sponsored several of their
young members to attend summer camp. In
addition we regularly send support to a Soup
kitchen at St. Saviour’s Anglican Church in Riga,
and to a small “Seniors’ Club”, also in Riga.
Thanks to the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the
threatened cutting off of oil/gas supplies to Europe,
the situation now is potentially even more dire.
This year the committee voted unanimously to
increase the gift basket frequency to four times -
18t of November, Christmas, Easter and
Midsummer. We have already delivered the



November baskets and received a heartfelt
thank-you from the happily surprised recipients.
The Aid to Latvija Committee depends on
donations from the members of the St. Andrew’s
Latvian Congregation (Toronto) as well as the
general public. In addition, the entirety of the
Christmas Eve worship collection is devoted to
that cause.

1. Ifyou wish to help out our worthwhile

cause, you may send cheques payable to:

“St. Andrew’s Ev. Luth. Latvian
Congregation” (memo “Aid to Latvia”) and
mail to: 200 Balmoral Ave. Toronto, ON,
M4V 1J6, Canada.

2. Via e-transfer to:
admin@standrewslatvian.org with a “message”
denoting “Aid to Latvia”.

Thank you for your generous consideration!

Andris Rubenis, MD
Aid to Latvia Committee Chair

L,

(Sieviesu ansamblis “Klaritas” uzstdjas sveétku
pecpusdiena 11.12.2022 / Klaritas performing at
church Christmas luncheon)
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2023. GADA VASARAS
DARBINIEKU PIETEIKSANAS
TIKS ATVERTA NAKAMNEDEL

VADITAIJI

GLABSANAS
SARGS/SARDZE
VIRTUVES DARBINIEKI

ROKDARBU VADITAIJS/A
UN VEL! i
_\

JA IR KADI JAUTAJUMI

SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNE
2023
no 17. jdlija - 13. augustam
* %k sk %k 3k
SID CAMP 2023
JULY 17 - AUG 13




ZIEMASSVETKU DIEVKALPOJUMI [ CHRISTMAS WORSHIP

Sestdien, 24. decembri - Svétvakara - 16.00 (Sv. Jana) / 18.00 (Sv. Andreja)
Svétdien, 25. decembri - Ziemassvétku diena - 11:00 (Sv. Jana)
Sestdien, 31. decembri - Vecgada vakara - 17:00 (Sv. Andreja)
(Péc dievkalpojuma apsveiksana ar glazi Sampaniesa)
ER I
Saturday, December 24 - 4:00 pm (St. John’s) [ 6:00 pm (St. Andrew’s)
Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day - 11:00 (St. John’s)
Saturday, December 31- New Year’s Eve - 5:00 pm (St. Andrew’s)
(Fellowship with a glass of bubbly after worship)

DRAUDZES LOCEKLI:
PEDEJA IESPEJA KARTOT 2022. GADA ZIEDOJUMU LIDZ 30. DECEMBRIM!
%k 3k %k sk ok sk k
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ANNUAL DONATIONS BY DECEMBER 30th!
YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE THROUGH “canadahelps.org”
BY CLICKING THE “DONATE” BUTTON ON OUR WEBSITE www.standrewslatvian.org

BAZNICAS GADA GRAMATAS 2023 - $25
(pieejamas draudzes biroja)

Klus' miera augstais debess nams.
Jau tales tumsa klaj.

Ar savu zvaigzni mirdzedams,
Nak Sonakt Pestitdjs.

No senas, mazas Betlemes
GODS DIEVAM AUGSTIB A, Kads stars par laukiem slid,
Spozs skumjam sirdim prieku nes,
UN MIERS VIRS ZEMES, Pat dzili navé spid.

Kur smarzo eglu zalais zars,
UN CILVEKIEM LABS PRATS Tur savu sveci dedz,

Lai briniskigu gaismu gars
No Kristus zvaigznes redz.

Ir svetas Milestibas prats,

Ka tai tu ticet sac,

Uz debess gaismu aicindts

Un gaidits esi: — nac!

Kad nakts tev pari plaukst ka zieds,
Kaut ara salts un vels,
Tu maigi cietas rokas liec
Liigt: “Sveti, Dieva Deéls!”
/K. Kronis/
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