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DARBA KARTIBA:

1. Pilnsapulces atklasana
2. Balsu skaitttaju veleésanas
3. Darba kartibas pienemsana
4. 2017. gada pilnsapulces protokola
pienemsana
5. Rezolicijas: 1)Draudzes padomes loceklu
skaits (otrais lasijums)
6. Zinojumi: 1) Macitaja

2) Padomes priekssedis

3) Kasieris

4) Komitejas

5) Revizijas komisija

6) Zinojumu pienemsana
7.2018. gada budzets
8. Padomes un revizijas komisijas veleésanas
9. lerosinajumi turpmakai darbibai
10. Dazadi jautajumi
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Triecigas Lieldienas!

‘J—(ajajay ‘Easter!

DRAUDZES PILNSAPULCE
2018 g. 8. APRILI
AGM
APRIL 8, 2018

AGENDA:

1. Opening of the Meeting
2. Election of Vote Counters
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Approval of 2017 AGM Minutes
5. Resolutions: 1) Governing Council
constituent number change (Second reading)
6. Reports : 1) Pastor
2) Council Chair
3) Treasurer
4) Committees
5) Supervisory Committee
6) Approval of Reports
7.2018 Budget
8. Election of new Council and Supervisory
Committee
9. Suggestions for future activities
10. Other business

Lidzam ievérot, ka balsosana par pilnsapulces rezoliicijam var piedalities tikai balstiesigi draudzes locekli, ka
noradits draudzes satversmé. / Please note that only congregation members in good standing are entitled to
vote on the motiong before the AGM.




Kristus augSamcelSanas un dziedinoSas
zales, smarzas, béru mielasti. . .

Macitajs noskatijas, ka sanaca milie
draudzes locekli. Vel vienas béres, vel viens
celojums uz kapsétu. Gandriz vai katram masina
bija kaut kas, ar ko dalities, jo pusdienas bija
paredzétas sérotaju gimenes maja. lepriekseja
diena viss bija jasagatavo. Macitajs rakstija:
“Domaju, cik lidzigi vini sievietém, kas pirma
Lieldienu agra rita devas uz mirusa Jézus kapa
vietu, nesdamas smarzigas zales, ko bija
sagatavojusSas. (Lk.24:1) Ne jau starp édieniem,
kas tika gatavoti béru mielastam buitu bijusas
smarzigas zales, un tomér,” macitajs sev prasija:
“Vai ar1 klajot galdu ar saceptiem labumiem, vini
necentas ‘izdzést’ naves brutalas istenibas
smarzas?”’

Nave ir ienaidnieks, kas savas pédas atstaj
daudz sapju, posta, vientulibas, un tomeér. Tie,
kas sanak bérés un péc tam gada, lai, kopa edot,
cits citu varetu stiprinat? Vini saprot, varbut vel
tikai cer, ka tas ari paSiem palidzés. Més ticam,
ka nave ir aprita uzvara, jo Kristus ir
augsSamcelies, un jau $is dzives cela varam
piedalities naves uzvarésana, sagatavojot
“smarZzigas zales”, ne jau vairs lai miruSo
apkoptu, bet cits citu, un ta ari sevi pasu.

Pavila spécigie vardi bieZi atskan Lieldienu
rita, liecinot: “Pédéjais ienaidnieks, kas tiks
iznicinats, bus nave...Kad iznicigais ietérpsies
neiznicigaja un mirstigais ietérpsies nemirstigaja,
tad piepildisies rakstitais vards: nave ir aprita
uzvard. Kur, nave, tava uzvara? Kur, nave, tavs

dzelonis?” Naves dzelonis ir gréks un gréka speks
ir bausliba, bet, paldies Dievam, kas mums dod
uzvaru caur musu Kungu Jézu Kristu.” (I Kor.

15:26 un 54-57)

Sie Pavila vardi bija rakstiti loti agri, pirms pat
rakstiski paradijas evangeliji. Pavils cité Vecas
Deribas tekstus, lai atklatu, ka ar Kristus
augSamcelSanos piepildijas senie Dieva
apsolijumi. Pavils labi pazina praviesa Jesajas
gramatas vardus: “Uz miZu miiZziem vins izpostis
navi, Kungs Dievs noslaucis asaras no visu
vaigiem.” (25:8), ka ar1 Hozeja rakstitos: “No
Seola es atgiisu vinu, no naves es vinu izpirksu -
kur gan tavs spéks, nave? Kur gan tava serga,
Seol?”(13:14) Gan pravietis Jesaja, gan Hozeja,
darbojas apmeéram gados no 734. - 722. pirms
Kristus. Ilgi gaidija pasaule sanemt to, ko mums
davina Kristus augS8amcelSanas.

Bet, ja kadi pat skaista Lieldienu rita dodas
uz dievkalpojumu vel dzilas séras un ligSanas un
atklaj, ka jutas, ka “mirusi”, jo tik gruti talak
dzivot? Kad jut, ka nave patiesi ir uzvaretaja, jo
nozagusi to, kas muzam pieSkira dzivot jegu! Ko
tad? Padomasim, cik reizes jus pasi no masinas
neesat aiznesusi skaisti sagatavotas maizites,
salatus, piragus, varbut sagrieztus Aleksandra
kikas gabalinus kopéjiem draudzes
sadraudzibas briziem? Telpas, draudzes ‘maja’
pildas smarzam, kas dalita milestiba partop par
dziedinosam zalém. Arita més esam macijusies
no Kristus, kas mums klaj galdu, jo zina, cik
vajadzigs mums Sis kopéjais Zelastiba davinatais
mielasts un ari tas, ko baudam péc
dievkalpojumiem. Vai varbiit ari tados briZos
slépjas atbilde séras nonakusajam? Kad
kristigas milestibas spéeks top par pretspeku
navei?

Apustulis Janis savas vestulés daudz rakstija
par Dieva milestibu un mus€jo. Viena panta vins
pat vésta: “Més zinam, ka esam no naves
pargadjusi dziviba, jo més milam bralus un masas
(sic), kas nemil, paliek nave.” (I Jn. 3:14) Mes
zinam. Tik parliecinats Sis apustulis, varbut jo ir
redzé€jis, ka tas notiek? Kad milot citam citu
‘nave ir aprita uzvara’? Vins ir parliecinats, ka,
milot cits citu, més jau Sis dzives laika atnemam
navei tas milzigo spéku mus turét sava vara! Un
Jana evangelija lasam Kristus apsolijumu, kas to



apstiprina: “Patiesi, patiesi, es jums saku: Kas tic,
tam ir muZiga dziviba. Es esmu dzivibas

maize.” (Jn. 6:47-48). Ne — tam reiz bus, bet —
tam ir. Tas maina visu, vai né? Més zinam, ne jau
uzreiz izgaisis séras, varbit bis vél cinas ar
naves bailem, bet mums ir pretspeks tam, kad
cits citam atgadinam Jézus vardus: “Jusu sirdis lai
neizbistas! Ticiet Dievam un ticiet man!” (Jn. 14:1)

Kristietibas pasos pirmajos gados kristiesi
bieZi sanaca cits cita majas uz dievkalpojumiem.
Majas kartiba atskanéja lugSanas, dziesmas,
Dieva Vardi. Varbit, ka tika nolasita kada
apustulu véstule, varbiit ka dalijas parrunas un
macibas. Sekoja mielasts, ko ievadija Svétais
Vakarediens. To vini darija, Vinu pieminedami.
Pie Vina galda paédinati, tie talak dalija sanemto
svéetibu — kopa paédot, cits cita ieklausoties, vai
vienkarsi kadam paspieZot roku, vai savejo uz ta
pleca uzliekot. Un ar1 ta nave top uzvareéta, jo
atnemts tas speks atstat cilveku tuksu, bez
ceribas vai milestibas, bez ticibas, kas dzivu
dara! Ka apustulis Janis teica: “Meés zinam, ka
esam pargadjusi no naves dzivibad, jo mes milam...

Tik bieZi esam piedzivojusi briZus, kad péc
séru mielastiem vai draudzes sadraudzibas
briZiem pamazam prom dodas draugi,
piederigie, draudzes locekli, gandriz vai katrs
iznesot kadu tuksu paplati. Vai esam pasi
manijusi, ka sirdis nav tukSas? No tuksa kapa
pirma Lieldienu rita sievietas devas prom,
atbrivotas no séram, ar jaunu dzives uzdevumu:
“Steidzieties un sakiet vina macekliem, ka vins ir
augsamcelies no mirusajiem ...tad tas steigsus
devas prom no kapa, bailu un liela prieka
pdrnemtas, tas skréja pasludinat so vesti vina
macekliem.” (Mt. 28:7a un 8) TukSaja kapa
palika smarzigas svaidamas zales.

Tuksaja kapa lai paliek tas, kas aizkavétu
musu prieku pasludinat Kristus augSamcelSanas
vesti! Caur vissarezgitakajiem laikiem un cinam,
tuvuma un taluma, turpinasim lagt un Vinam un
cits citam kalpot milestibas spéka, jo kas nemil,
paliek nave. Més paliekam Vina, kam ir muizigas
dzivibas vardi un spéks!

No sirds novelu jums katram, tuvuma un taluma
skaistus, dziedinoSus, priecigus Kristus
AugsSamcelSanas svetkus!

Mac. + Lauma

Arturs Voitkus

TU - DIEVA DELS

Tu — Dieva Dels. Tu — sveta gaisma.
Tu — cels, pa kuru visiem iet.

Tu tas, kas uzvar naves baismu,
Tu tas, kas taisnu tiesu spried.
Tu — vina koks. Tu — maize svéta,
Mums Debestéva novéléta.

Tu — labais gans, kas drosa vieta
Ved avis, kad tam briesmas draud.
Tu stavi klat mums miiZa rieta,
Tu glasti to, kas as’ras raud.
Tu tikai mtlu sirdrt nesi,

Tu — vinas kalps un valdnieks esi.

Tu biji jau kops pirmam dienam,
Tu biisi, viss kad pislos griis.
Tev pils ir celta zvaigznu sienam,
Tavs tronis — krusta kalna biis...
Tu — Dievs un cilvéks, brinums svétais,
Tu — Dieva sutnis izredzétais.

% ok ok sk ok ok ok

Ak diena, gaisa, liela,
Lai zeme gavile!
Kungs Kristus
augsamcelies,

Jauns rits aust pasaule!



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lutheran
Latvian Congregation
St. John’s Church
200 Balmoral Avenue
Sunday February 26, 2017 at 1:00 pm

AGENDA:
Opening of the Meeting
Election of Vote Counters
Approval of Agenda
Approval of 2016 AGM Minutes
Resolutions:
Governing Council constituent number change
(First reading)
6. Reports: 1) Pastor
2) Council Chair
3) Treasurer
4) Committees
5) Auditing Committee
6) Approval of Reports

U

7. 2017 Budget

8. Election of new Council and Auditing Committee
9. Suggestions for future activities

10. Other business

11. Closing of the Meeting

1. OPENING OF MEETING by Council Chair Indra
Mertens at 1:00 pm. Quorum is achieved with 61
members registered, as the minimum requirement
is 50. Indra Mertens thanks members for attending
and for their trust. Indra Mertens invites Pastor
llze Kupléns-Ewart to open the meeting. Pastor
lize Kupléns-Ewart leads the members in prayer,
praying for God’s guidance.

2. ELECTION OF VOTE COUNTERS: Auseklis Zakis and
Imants Purvs are elected as vote counters by
unanimous acclamation.

RECORDERS OF MINUTES: Gundega Melli and Liga

Miklasévics

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Move to approve agenda
as amended by Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart,
seconded by Arnis Budrévics. Indra Mertens
moves that the Agenda be approved. Members
vote with a show of hands Carried.

Amendment that “Supervisory Committee” in
sections 6.5 and 8 are changed from “Supervisory
Committee” to “Auditing Committee”.

4. APPROVAL OF 2016 AGM MINUTES: Indra
Mertens thanks Aina Budrévics for the superb
2016 Minutes and requests that Arnis Budrévics
extends our thanks to Aina .

Arnis Budrévics moves that the 2016 AGM Minutes
be approved, seconded by Auseklis Zakis.
Members vote with a show hands. Carried.

5. RESOLUTIONS: Indra Mertens reads the
Resolution:
“Until such time as the latest Not for Profit
Corporations’ Act Ontario comes into force, the
minimum number of members of the congregational
council shall be 9, each official is elected for a three-
year term, with no fewer than one third of the members
retiring each year. Retiring members of the
congregational council may be re-elected.”
Arnis Budrévics explains that it has become
increasingly difficult to find additional Council members
to comply with our regulations. Therefore, Council has
determined it best to reduce the required minimum
number of members to 9 from the current 12 so to
increase the efficiency of Council in this matter. Two
readings are required. The seconding reading will take
place at the 2018 AGM with the approval of the Eastern
Synod Council.
Motion approved unanimously by a show of hands.
Motion carried.
6. REPORTS
6.1 PASTOR’S REPORT: Pastor llze Kupléns- Ewart
points out that her full report is on pages 13 to 15 in
the Draudzes Zinas/Newsletter.
Additional comments:
¥ Thank you to all for participation in the life of the
congregation
¥ Appreciation to Council Chair Indra Mertens for the
diversity of her approach and her ability to get people
involved.
¥ Thanks and appreciation is extended to Sarma Gaide,
our administrator.
Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart asks for questions.
Questions by Meta Bliims: “Is it not time for the
amalgamation for the St. Andrew’s and St. John’s
congregations? When are we returning to separate
services for Latvian and English speaking members?”
Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart answers, “Yes, we are
moving in the direction of amalgamation. With regard
to separate services, it may be confusing switching
from one language to another, but the main goal is to
be invitational to all who are present at the services.
We are no longer a uni-lingual congregation”.
Anda Liberis notes that Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart
continues to fulfill her duties as Dean of the Latvian
Lutheran Church Abroad. Pastor llze Kuplens clarifies:
¥ We can no longer call ourselves the Latvian Lutheran
Church Abroad as there are other Latvian
congregations abroad such as in Ireland. There is legal



status and diplomatic work to be done around this
question.
¥ Archbishop Lauma Zusévics and LELBA chair Dean
Gunars Lazdins will be attending the LELB conference
the weekend of March 3™,
¥ Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart recused herself from the
search process for a new pastor for St. John’s Church
as she will be working with the chosen candidate.
Pastor Davis Kaneps took over responsibility for
overseeing the search process.
6.2 COUNCIL CHAIR’S REPORT: Council chair Indra
Mertens begins with a quote from Pastor Ron Ewart’s
sermon given prior to the meeting: “We have been
kinder, gentler, more giving than ever before. And this
coming year we will be even better.”
¥ Indra Mertens thanks Pastor lize Kupléns-Ewart,
administrator Sarma Gaide and members of Council.
She continues that speaking in Latvian is a challenge
but a priority.
¥ Indra Mertens gives an overview of the themes at
Council meetings:
¥ Finances: donations are down, expenses continue to
increase
¥ Volunteerism: with help of ELCIC and central area
Dean Rev. Christian Ciccone, Council is working on
an initiative to make volunteer positions
understandable to everyone.
¥ Indra thanks all Volunteer groups for their hard
work, however reiterates that we need more
people to come forward and be involved; for
instance, the Canada 150 Celebration in
Sidrabene Commiittee is looking for more
volunteers.
¥ The scope of what we can accomplish, depends on
member participation, finances and imagination.
Descriptions of Volunteer positions to be posted on
our Church website and on the bulletin board.
¥ Sidrabene now plays an important role; services are
held on the 1st Sunday of every month.
¥ Results of Silvija Shedden’s survey on the role of
Sidrabene has been available since September
2016.
¥ Council and the Sidrabene Management
Committee met in June to get reacquainted with
the property and assess the needs; Council,
Sidrabene Management committee and the
congregation will work together to determine the
best use of the Sidrabene property for the Latvian
community and beyond.
¥ This is the 3rd AGM at St. John’s, which has now
become our church home.

#

¥ St. John’s new Pastor Girts Grietins began his church
calling Jan. 15, 2017. His investiture will take place
on March 4, 2017.
¥ Council’s intent is to be available to all committees
and the congregation regarding concerns and
questions.
¥ 500th anniversary of Reformation: Beginning
October 31, 2015, Lutheran Church Worldwide and
Catholic Church celebrating 500th anniversary of
Reformation.
¥ Ongoing initiatives: selling of 200 Playmobil Luthers
to provide a scholarship to a young Jordanian for
Christian studies.
¥ Other ideas are percolating with the involvement of
Churches on the Hill.
6.3 TREASURER’S REPORT (attached): Arnis Budrévics
thanks Council and Staff for their hard work and
support, as well as his wife Jane. Arnis Budrévics also
thanks the families and spouses of all Council members
and the volunteers who have dedicated their time to
the life of the congregation. The complete Treasurer’s
Report shared with the members at the meeting can be
found in Appendix A.
2016 Year in Review - Balance Sheet, is meant to be an
overview. Arnis Budrévics encourages questions from
the membership during the presentation.
¥ Total on the 2016 Balance Sheet is $3,502,180.09
consisting of:
¥  75% current assets (cash, investments,
ect.)
¥  21% fixed assets (Sidrabene land and
buildings)
¥ 4% other forms of assets (programs,
inventory, pianos, furniture)
¥ Current assets include write downs (telephone
adjustment with Bronte Creek, cost-sharing for
floor repair in Sidrabene).
¥ Money from sale of church is at TD Wealth, in GIC’s
which are cashable and accessible, but not yet
invested for the long term.
¥ Investment Committee has been formed to develop
process for long term investment.
¥ We are in good financial shape ONLY because we sold
our Church.
¥ On the other hand - we are not in good shape
because we are not supporting our on-going
activities; we must continue to support these
financially as well as volunteer our time.
¥ Arnis reminds us of the offering prayer: “Merciful
God, receive the gifts we bring, ourselves, our time
and our possessions”.
¥ A balance sheet comparison illustrates that our
financial position has diminished from last year as



the AGM approved to spend $105,000 more than
we brought in.
Revenues and Expenses
¥ 2016 total revenues = $251,874.61
¥ 63% of church income comes from members’ tax-
receipted donations, collection plate and
testaments.
¥ Sidrabene continues to support their staff directly
and contributes about $60,000 towards our
income to cover their payroll. This is now
reported correctly as income rather than as an
offsetting expense as was done in previous years.
¥ As a side note, Arnis confirms that tax receipts
have been mailed out and should be received by
February 28, 2017.
¥ Arnis encourages members to set up a regular
monthly Church donation.
¥ Please donate before Dec. 31st, as it is an onerous
job for administrator, Sarma Gaide to do a
reconciliation of last minute donations on New Year’s
Eve.
¥ Arnis itemizes $76,627 of specific items spent beyond
the approved $105,000 deficit as directed by
Council’s such as:
¥ Archbishop’s Fund: the church paid down its
full obligation to the fund; but we have a
liability to pay $50 per person towards the
fund over the long term; this is a separate
item on the donation sheet. Full payment of
the The Archbishop’s fund was made
possible from the proceeds gained from the
sale of Latvian House.
¥ Sidrabene infrastructure investment; Council
looks forward to working with Valdis Kaulins,
chair of Sidrabene Management Committee
for managed improvements of our major
asset.
¥ Transition costs and supplies.
¥ Music program: enhanced program with
special guest performers.
¥ Special events: “Te nu més esam” musical
show (as per agreement with Sidrabene);
¥ Completion of video project and payment for
a lengthier program made possible by our
extended stay at St. Andrew’s church.
¥ Most of the money was put into worship, pastoral
care, community outreach, education and faith
development, evangelism, fellowship.
Arnis Budrévics asks for questions. No questions
forthcoming.
Auseklis Zakis requests that the charts be put on the
church website. Arnis Budrévics answers that this is a
good idea, and with Councils’ approval, he will make

this possible.
6.4 COMMITTEE REPORTS
(1) Ladies’ Auxiliary: Inta Briedis’ full report is in the
Draudzes Zinas/Newsletter. Inta Briedis draws
attention to the fact that there are over 500
members in the congregation, but there are only 9
ladies and 2 gentlemen in the Ladies’ Auxiliary. Four
of the ladies are 90 years of age and more. Itis
becoming increasingly difficult to prepare for coffee
hour and for various events. Inta Briedis also adds
that our events such as the pancake breakfast are
open to members of both congregations. She urges
that members become more active, especially on
Sundays to provide and serve refreshments at the
coffee hour. Donations for altar flowers are also
very appreciated, in celebration or commemoration
of loved ones. Inta Briedis circulates a calendar to
invite everyone to sign up for coffee hour and altar
flowers and reminds members that gentlemen are
also welcome.
Guntis Berzins recommends that the sign-up sheet
be posted on the church website.
Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart encourages members to
donate altar flowers. Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart
gives a vote of thanks to Inta Briedis and the
Ladies’ Auxiliary.
(1) Music Committee: Davids Smits begins with a
quotation from scripture which reflects the
purpose of the music program: “For in Him we live,
and move, and have our being (Acts 17:28). This
applies to each individual as well.
¥ Two main areas of work: regular Sunday services at
St. John’s, and involvement in Sidrabene’s
services. Work at Sidrabene is taking
considerably more effort. Vaira Gertners has
been extremely helpful in organizing guest
musicians such as “Skanu Ritenis”.
Future goals is a formation of a band for Sidrabene.
¥ Davids invites members to come forward and sing
in the ensemble. If interested, contact Vaira
Gertners or Davids Smits.

¥ Sound system/sound issues: Eriks Kleperis and
Janis Tannis have been instrumental in setting up
the new sound system in Sidrabene in the
outdoor Church as well as in Sidrabkalns - the
main building. Janis Tannis was able to purchase
excellent equipment from Ontario Place at very
low prices. The sound system at St. John’s also
requires improvements. There is a plan to record
and stream services. Some installs will take place
this year.

¥ Davids Smits thanks Council for allocating funds for

the music ministry.

#<



¥ There are further plans to integrate activities with
St. John’s music group.

(iii) Aid to Latvia Committee: Auseklis Zakis reports,

since Anete lvsins has resigned as chair. The committee

has been very active. Their full report is in the

Draudzes Zinas/ Newsletter. The full time members of

the committee are: Andris Rubenis, Erika Yost, Aija

Mazsilis and Auseklis Zakis. The committee is looking

for new leadership and Auseklis Zakis invites members

to consider this position.

(iv) Sidrabene Management Committee (Parvalde):

Valdis Kaulin$ expresses appreciation for the support of

Council and stresses the importance of working

together.

¥ A joint meeting of Sidrabene’s Parvalde and the
Church Council was held last June 2016; this included
a tour of Sidrabene’s property and buildings as well
as discussions of the present uses of Sidrabene.

¥ Sidrabkalns, the main building plays an important
role in Sidrabene, however it is 40 years old and
requires extensive renovations; expenses can’t be
met by Sidrabene alone; Valdis extends appreciation
for financial support from Council.

¥ Sidrabene’s property is becoming more and more
valuable as the Milton population expands.

¥ High demand for camp rentals, eg. Kids for Kids is
vying for more rental time at Sidrabene; presently
Sidrabene is rented by the Halton School Board for
outdoor education programs during the school year.

¥ There are innumerable possibilities for various
programs at Sidrabene.

¥ Valdis draws attention to Silvija Shedden’s survey, to
which 211 people responded, regarding future
directions for Sidrabene; Sidrabene’s cottagers will
receive a hard copy of the survey results.

¥ Valdis invites Church Council to consider another joint
Council/Parvalde meeting this spring to continue
discussing future directions for Sidrabene.

¥ Valdis reiterates that there are many possibilities of
affiliation with groups from Latvia.

¥ Sidrabene is of great importance to the Latvian
community.

¥ All are invited to Sidrabene’s AGM on April 2, 2017
after Sunday worship and the following joint meal,
and Sidrabene’s Opening Social on June 3rd with
Italian theme musical performances by Maria
Thorburn, Anna Broks and Péteris Zarins.

¥ Valdis thanks people who supported Sidrabene last
year and those who volunteered their time for
various endeavors.

¥ In closing, Valdis recounts the experience of a Latvian
Junior hockey player, who when asked what was his
favourite place in Canada, replied “Sidrabene!”

¥ Rita Apse adds that Sidrabene seasonal parking
passes for AGM participants are on sale for $50
(instead of the regular price of $60); hard copies of
Sidrabene’s survey results are available.

(v) Investment Committee (note agenda change)

Arnis Budrévics reports on behalf of committee chair

Voldemars Innus (report submitted at meeting).

¥ The investment report explains that since we have
come into significant funds from the sale of St.
Andrew’s Church building, we needed to:
a) establish an investment committee,
b) create an investment policy,
c) outline an investment strategy.

¥ The report also gives an overview of the history of
the investment committee’s work from October 28,
2015 to the present day, explaining what the
committee had to do in order to develop a strategy
for the funds from the sale of our Church and the
amalgamation of past investments, testament and
church funds.

¥ Members of the investment committee are: Arnis
Budrévics, Voldemars Innus, Auseklis Zakis and
Andris Paukséns.

¥ The committee has been very active this past year to
prepare an Investment Strategy to be considered and
approved by Council.

¥ Four firms prepared submissions for the investment
of our funds based on our strategy: Evangelical
Lutheran Foundation of Eastern Canada (ELFEC),
Wood Gundy, TD Weatlh, and Assante Wealth
Management; all firms were interviewed.

¥ As a result of the evaluation of all materials and the
interviews, Assante Wealth Management was
chosen to take over and monitor our investment
strategy.

¥ Ivars Grimba of Assante Wealth Management will be
managing our funds.

¥ Ivars Grimba is a member of our congregation.

¥ Arnis Budrévics thanks Ivars Grimba for attending
meeting and looks forward to working with him;
Arnis Budrévics introduces lvars Grimba to members.

(vi) Pérminderi (Elders) Committee: Indra Mertens

explains that there is an initiative to include the

Perminderi(Elders) group under the umbrella of the

Worship Ministry. Guntis Bérzins agrees

wholeheartedly. Guntis Bérzins thanks members of the

committee, and ask the members to stand up: Iréne

Buls, Linda Luck, Mara Zarins, Dzidra Kriimins, Eriks

Dzintars. They are so generous of their time and

always willing to do more. Guntis Bérzins

acknowledges the enthusiasm of organist Davids Smits

and recommends that he be part of the Worship

Committee.



(vii) Camp Sidrabene: Sandra Kleperis-Thiele
appreciates the acknowledgement that Camp
Sidrabene is important to the Church and Sidrabene.
She notes that unfortunately the campers will not be
able to participate in the celebration of First Nations
people on July 8, as camp starts on July 9. Applications
are now available for camp. Camp was a great success
last year. Sandra Kleperis-Thiele has been the Camp
Sidrabene director since 2002. Concern is expressed
about time conflicts with other camps. Indra Mertens
extends an apology for the oversight of not having
Camp Sidrabene on the agenda.

6.5 Auditing Committee: Chair EImars Bérzins gives
the reports for the fiscal year ended December 31,
2016, giving the following conclusions:

Péteris Brivins, who was elected for a one-year term in
March 2015, has accepted the nomination for a further
one-year term on the auditing committee;

Péteris Vilks — accepted an invitation to be on the
auditing committee in April 2015 and an extension of
duties for the 2016 term;

Elmars Berzins, who was elected in Feb 2013 for a
three-year term, in 2016 agreed to extend his term for
an extra year (2016-2017), but is now leaving the
auditing committee and joining the church council.
Elmars reads: within our review of the general ledger,
the financial statements for the Church and for the
various committees are complete and accurate, with
the exception that the Church has over-accrued towards
the ELCIC pension plan. The good news is that this is a
favourable variance for approximately $51,000.

We further provide an update on the recommendations
of previous years, as follows:

Council minutes have been properly signed;

Minutes of Committee meetings — as advised in our
previous report, in order to keep the Council properly
informed, these minutes should be tabled and recorded
in the Council minutes, along with any points of
discussion. This reporting requirement applies to all
committees, including Sidrabene’s Management
Committee, the Church Camp, the Ladies’ Auxiliary, and
the Aid to Latvia Committee.

Agency agreements with our sister congregations in
Latvia should be approved by the Council; once
approved (not yet approved however), the terms of the
agreements should be complied with by all parties.
Investment policy to be completed and approved by
the Council (in process).

Mileage policy to be completed and approved by the
Council; presently one person receives mileage which is
donated back to the Church in return for a receipt (not
yet completed).

Sidrabene’s Management Committee - While the
books and records are in good order, a depreciation
expense and an Accumulated Depreciation total for
each building should be disclosed. This would identify
more accurately any forthcoming capital repairs (not
yet completed).

Elmars Bérzins thanks Treasurer, Arnis Budrévics; our
Church Administrator, Sarma Gaide; and Rita Apse
(Sidrabene’s Treasurer), for their excellent and prompt
co-operation and assistance in completing this review.
Questions in response to reports:

Anda Liberis asks if members need to approve the
Investment Committee report as well as Council’s
choice of the investment strategy. Arnis Budrévics
replies that we only need to approve the report
because members are directing Council to invest on
behalf of the congregation. Policy and strategy will be
included in the approval of the report. The only
report that is approved separately is the Budget Report.
Imants Kivlis asks what the investment committee is
doing to ensure that we are investing with ethical
companies. Arnis Budrévics replies that the Investment
Committee did review these concerns and presented
this to all four investment companies which were under
consideration.

Arnis Budrévics also adds that Sidrabene represents
30% of our activity. We are looking to amalgamate
Sidrabene within our finances. Reports to the CRA
must include Sidrabene. The investment committee
has identified that Sidrabene needs a master plan for
reinvestment within our budget. Sidrabene has been
asked to prepare a plan for investment for
infrastructure upgrades. Voldemars Innus is on the
Sidrabene improvement committee and will be
addressing this issue with Sidrabene’s Management
Committee. Money from operating funds and
allowances for Sidrabene’s investment will be made
available. Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart asks about future
investments in Sidrabene and draws members’
attention to the Grace Church Building Project (church
which purchased St. Andrew’s) website which describes
their $2M renovation plan and the heartfelt invitation
by Rev. Dan MacDonald to contribute. Why not do
something similar for Sidrabene — invitations of
contributions to support wonderful projects at
Sidrabene?

Rita Apse states that the money in the Sidrabene
reserve fund is not the same as investing.

Valdis Kaulin$ adds that Camp Sidrabene is the most
important activity in Sidrabene and needs to be
supported.

Meta Bliims comments that we are talking about
money being the most important thing, and asks “What



about support for Sunday School, a children’s’ choir, the
maintaining of the Latvian language in Camp Sidrabene
and the hiring of more camp counselors from Latvia?”
Arnis Budrévics thanks Meta Blums for this reminder.
Daina Leja highlights the importance of accessibility
issues. Arnis Budrevics replies, that this issue is part of
the planning process.
Imants Kivlis says that it is good to see that there is
more cooperation between Council and Sidrabene
Management Committee and asks what is being done
to delineate the responsibilities of both groups. Indra
Mertens answers that this issue will be addressed and
that it will take time.
Krissy Pavelsons adds that it would be a positive step
forward to propose that the Council and Sidrabene
Management Committee meet twice a year to continue
building positive relations. Indra Mertens agrees that
this is a good idea.
Inta Briedis asks, “Why copies of the Church video
project have not yet been made available?” Skaidrite
Leja answers that copies have been available on the
church website ever since February 2016. DVD’s to
purchase at this time are not yet available, but will be
available in the near future. Anita Bredovskis
recommends that announcements of what is available
be posted on the website.
6.6 Approval of Reports: Indra Mertens moves that
the reports be approved, seconded by Guntis Bérzins.
Motion carried unanimously.
7. 2017 Budget: Treasurer Arnis Budrévics : In the
Treasurer’s Report, with the detail provided of the
Revenues and Expenses Budget, the last column is the
2017 Proposed Budget, which shows the same
$105,000 budget deficit for 2017. Line items are
expanded to show how we are proposing to move
forward. The shortfall will be funded from our
investments.
Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart asks if the shortfall is to be
funded from investments or the capital. Arnis
Budrevics replies that some of the shortfall will be
funded from investments.
Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart states that we must
encourage members, especially those who are not
contributing, to support the congregation financially so
that we can expand our ministry.
Agris RobeZnieks moves to approve the 2017 Budget
with a deficit of $105,000. Motion seconded by Alfons
Kalns. Motion unanimously carried.
8. ELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL AND AUDITING
COMMITTEE: Presented by Indra Mertens.
* This year, for personal reasons, Imants Kivlis and
Laila Moore resigned from Council. Gundega Melli
returned to council to fill one of the vacated seats

to keep council at 12 members. Liga Miklasévics
took over as secretary for Laila Moore.

¢ Skaidrite Leja, Ingrida Vairogs and Arnis Budrévics
have completed their terms.

* Candidates nominated for Council: Arnis Budrévics
to be working with Sarma Gaide as liaison to the
CRA and reconciling accounts;

* Mara Zalcmanis-Lai (co-secretary)

*  Andris Starasts (treasurer);

*  Andris Kriimins, Elmars Bérzins (council members).

Indra Mertens moves that candidates nominated be

approved; seconded by Guntis Bérzins. 1 abstention.

Motion carried.

* Auditing Committee: Péteris Brivins has agreed to
a one-year term. Two more members are required
for the Auditing committee. Seeking volunteers!
Péteris Brivins is affirmed as a member of the

Auditing Committee.

Agris Robeznieks moves that Council be given the

permission to find additional members for the

Auditing Committee. Seconded by Eriks Kleperis.

Motion carried.

9. SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE ACTIVITIES

Anda Liberis: Where is our congregation? Only 10% of

the congregation is participating in activities. Camp

Sidrabene and cultural activities are most important.

Our main effort should be to reactivate the people who

are not participating. There are various opportunities

coming up to involve more members: Reformation 500,

Latvia’s 100 years and the 70t anniversary of our

congregation in 2019. Council has not addressed

refugee support and information sessions about Islam.

Youth engagement needs to be addressed.

Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewarts agrees that decline in

membership activity is common across the major

denominations, but we need to work harder on
defining who it is we are. The young people that we
have worked with over the years do come back and
have a connection to our congregation. Is Sidrabene for
crafts and cultural activities? Sidrabene is not just
another Latvian institution. We are here with a specific
role to be missionaries. Pastor lize Kupléns-Ewart adds
that the word “committees” should be replaced by

“ministries”, which embodies “Christ like values” of

support and joy. Luther refused to come up with an

overarching form of worship, because it needed to be
appropriate to wherever people were worshipping.

Sidrabene is a different demographic. We are where

the people are. We have also started devotions at the

Latvian Centre on Wednesdays. Those attending are

very pleased. The newly formed prayer shawl group is

another form of worship, because what is being created



supports people. A men’s handyman group to assist
those in need is something to keep in mind.

Inta Briedis asks what is happening during Lent. Anda
Liberis notes that she was passing out the information
flyer about the devotions, prayers and discussions
during Lent.

Indra Mertens suggests that new ideas be posted on
the church website.

Anda Liberis adds that anyone who does something
related to our congregation inform the administrator so
that it can be posted on the website, and that the
website needs to be kept up to date.

Indra Mertens reports that she met with Pastor llze
Kupléns-Ewart and Skaidrite Leja to discuss plans for a
Communications Ministry. There is a need for younger
volunteers, and Ophelie Zalcmanis-Lai has agreed to be
part of this ministry which includes the Draudzes Zinas/
Newsletter and social media.

Indra Mertens thanks members for their tenacious
efforts.

Pastor llze Kupléns-Ewart announces that on
Wednesdays during Lent, there will be evenings of
devotions and reflections at 7:00 p.m. at St. John’s
Church.

Pastor llze Kupléns- Ewart adds that there have been
two weekday services at the Latvian Centre, which
were very much appreciated by those who attended.
Mara Ozols points out that there is a need to clarify
regulations as to the membership in Sidrabene’s
Management Committee and Council, and who has
voting privileges. Rita Ap$e concurs, stating rules and
regulations need to be sorted out.

Indra Mertens states that this is on the Council’s to-do
list as well as other initiatives such as the Reformation
500 celebration and the Not-for-Profit Act.

10. OTHER BUSINESS AND NEW BUSINESS

Indra Mertens, on behalf of Council, and the
congregation thanks the following members for their
enormous contribution to further our ministries:
Ingrida Vairogs, Skaidrite Leja, Anete lvsins, ElImars
Bérzins and Péteris Vilks. Indra Mertens thanks all
volunteers who have contributed so much to our
ministry.

Valdis Kaulins gives a vote of thanks to Indra Mertens
for her excellent chairing of the meeting.

Liga Miklasévics thanks Indra Mertens, who in spite of
many challenges during the year did such a wonderful
job as Council Chair.

Indra Mertens thanks Arnis Budrévics for his
tremendous efforts as Treasurer, Sarma Gaide our
Administrator for her great efforts, and Inta Briedis,
chair of the Ladies’ Auxiliary for their wonderful work.
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11. CLOSING OF MEETING:

lize Kupléns-Ewart moves for the AGM to be
adjourned. Seconded by Imants Kivlis.
Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m.

RECORDERS: Liga Miklasévics / Gundega Melli

RESOLUTION - OTRAIS LASIJUMS /
2nd READING

Padome publicé sekojoso rezollciju ka
noradits draudzes nolikumos:

REZOLUCIJA latvie$u teksts:

Lidz tam laikam kad nak spéka jauni
Ontario valdibas likumi, kas noteiks
bezpe|nas organzaciju vadibas strukturu,
padome sastavétu no ne mazak par 9
locekliem, katrs ievéléets uz triju gadu
terminu, no kuriem tresa dala butu jaatvieto
katru gadu. Bijusie padomes locekli var
atkartoti kandidét padomei.

Otrais lastjums un balsoSana notiks 2018. g.
pilnsapulcé. Péc tam, So jautajumu nodos
ELCIC apstiprinajumam.

* k kk kkkkhkkkkhkh k%

We publish the following Motion as required by
our Bylaws:

RESOLUTION English text:

Until such time as the latest Not for Profit
Corporations’ Act Ontario comes into force,
the minimum number of members of the
congregational council shall be 9, each
elected for a three-year term, with no fewer
than one third of the members retiring each
year. Retiring members of the
congregational council may be re-elected.

This will be raised at the AGM for approval as
a 2nd reading. Then this matter will be sent to
ELCIC for ratification prior to enactment.



SV. ANDREJA EV. LUT. LATVIESU DRAUDZE / ST.
ANDREW'’S EV. LUT. LATVIAN CONGREGATION

Dievkalpojumi un darbiba notiek / Services and
activities take place at:

St. John’s Ev. Lut. Latvian Church

200 Balmoral Ave., Toronto ON M4V 1J6
Talrunis/Telephone: (416) 924-1563

e-pasts / email: admin@standrewslatvian.org
timekla lapa / web page:
www.standrewslatvian.org

Sidrabene

5100 Appleby Line, Burlington, ON L7M 0OP5
Talrunis/Telephone: (905) 335-3849

e-pasts / email: camp_sidrabene@yahoo.ca

Macitaja / Pastor: llze Kupléns-Ewart

57 Clansman Blvd., Toronto, ON M2H 1X7
Talrunis/Telephone: mob. (416) 994-2136 / majas
(416) 497-0303

E-pasts / email: pastor-ilze@standrewslatvian.org

Adminsitratore / Office manager: Sarma Gaide
Ergelnieks/ Organist: Davids Smits
Apkopéjs / Custodian: Andris Zvirbulis
Sidrabenes Parvaldnieks /Property Manager:
Andrejs Grinbergs
2017. GADA KOMITEJAS UN DALIBNIEKI
2017 COMMITTEES

Valde / Executive:

Indra Mertens (PriekSniece / Chair), Agris
Robeznieks, Auseklis Zakis, Andris Starasts, Arnis
Budrévics, Mara Zalcmanis

Padome / Council:

Indra Mertens (PriekSniece / Chair), EImars Bérzins,
Arnis Budrévics*, Voldemars Innus, Andris
Kramins, Liga Miklasévics, Agris Robeznieks, Andris
Starasts, Janis Tannis*, Auseklis Zakis, Mara
Zalcmanis. / lzstajusies — Astrida Kalnins

(*norada kuriem termins padomé beidzas)

Reviziias komisiia / Audit Committee:

Péteris Brivins
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Pérminderi / Elders:

Guntis Bérzins, Iréne Buls, Imants Kivlis
(Sidrabeng), Dzidra Krimins, Linda Luck, Mara
Zarins

Muzikas komiteja / Music committee:
Davids Smits, Vaira Gertners

Damu komiteja / Ladies’ Committee:

Inta Briedis (PriekSniece / Chair), Milija Budrévics,
Anita Bredovskis, Erna Kivlis, Maureen Kivlis,
Astrida Pérkons, Velta Zvidris, Krista Amolins, Edite
Zarin$

Sv. Jana draudzes sadarbibas komiteja / St. John’s

Joint-Cooperation Committee:
Voldemars Innus, Agris RobezZnieks (no Sv. Jana

draudzes: Karlis Jansons, Lilita Stripnieks)

Investicijas komiteja / Investment Committee:
Arnis Budrévics, Ivars Grimba, Voldemars Innus,
Andris Starasts, Auseklis Zakis, Andris Paukséns

Sidrabenes parvalde / Sidrabene Management

Committee:

Valdis Kaulin$ (Priek3$nieks / Chair), Rita Ap3e, Vilnis
Blims, Voldemars Innus, Krissy Pavelson, Ivars
Jegeris, Valdis Korbs, Linda Lakats, Mara Ozols, Gail
Ozolinsg, Valdis Palens, Andris Paukséns, Mudite
Schuler, Gints Zichmanis, Andrejs Grinbergs
(Padomes parstavji: Voldemars Innus, Rita Apse)

Sidrabenes bérnu nometne / Camp Sidrabene:
Linda Lakats (PriekSniece / Chair), Devin Dzelme,
Debbie Grietins, Ivars Jeégeris, Sandra Kalnins,
Sandra Thiele, Anita Thomas, Inga Untiks, Robert
Van den Enden, Kurtis Grietins, Pauls Zobs

Padomes un Parvaldes Sidrabenes Nama komiteja
/[ Joint Sidrabene Facility Committee:

Valdis Kaulins, Martins MeZulis, Jurate MuiZnieks,
Linda Lakats, Agris RobeZnieks, Voldemars Innus,
Andrejs Grinbergs

Sidrabenes dievkalpojumu veidosanas grupa /

Sidrabene Worship Committee:
Imants Kivlis, Mudtte Schuler, Vaira Gertners,

Davids Smits, Skaidrite Leja, Krissy Pavelson



Palidziba Latvijai_komiteja / Aid to Latvia
committee:

Janis Tannis (Prieksnieks/Chair), Aija Mazsilis,
Andris Rubenis, Erika Yost, Auseklis Zakis

Out of the Cold: Imants & Maureen Kivlis

Draudzes Zinas: Anda Libere, Sarma Gaide

2017. gada STATISTIKA
MIRUSI / DECEASED (16)

Mirdza Bérzins, Janis BreZinskis, Visvaldis Brumelis,
llga Graudins, Silvija Hofmanis, Talivaldis
Jurenovskis, Talivaldis Kronbergs, Rasma Kusmanis,
Aina Macernieks, Laimdota Paukséns, Mirdza
Pétersons, Tanita Svekis, Ausma Taurins, Valdis
Vagners, Apolonija Veters, Mirdza Zemits

KRISTITI / BAPTIZED (9)

Cameron Chase Bérzins, Beau Uldis Cowman,
Rebeka Pukite, Henrijs Pukitis, Troy Serzans, Emma
Kayla Siksna, Evija Katrina Siksna, Austra Laima
Valdmanis, Lily Madison Winter

- v

IESTAJUSIES / NEW MEMBERS (2)

Jane Budreévics, Zane Niedre

SALAULATI / MARRIED (3)

Emily Funnell & Robert Markovic
Valerie Grimba & Mark Traveller
Anita Ringis & Joshua Lee

DRAUDZES LOCEKLI KOPUMA / 2017 CHANGES
Kristiti: 9

Salaulati pari: 3

Mirusi: 16

lestajusies: 2

Aktivi draudzes locekli / Active members
31.12.2017: kopuma 622 / pilntiesigi 501

2017. g. DIEVKALPOJUMI / NR. OF SERVICES: 45
Pilséta: Latviski: 15 / Abas valodas (both
languages): 13

Sidrabené (both languages): 13 / Svecisu
dievkalpojumi Sidrabené: 4
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Citi: Kristus Darza, Ecumenical Commemoration
(14. janijs), Valsts Svétki, Kapu svétki

DIEVLUDZEJI kopuma (dievhama) / total number of
worshippers: 1,620
Pie dievgalda / total number of communicants: 646

DIEVLUDZEJI SIDRABENE / total number of
worshippers in Sidrabene: 770

Dievltdzgji pilséta un Sidrabené / Total
worshippers combined: 2,390

Viesu macitaji / Guest pastors: diakone Inese
Upmanis-MacDonald, Ron Ewart, Davis Kaneps, Dr.
FT. Kristbergs, Girts Grietins

MESSAGE FROM OUR
COUNCIL CHAIR:

“Being a community of hospitality, compassion and
love humbly walking in the name of Jesus is the
most compelling communications strategy a
church can develop.” Rev. Ron Ewart

This wonderful quote from a sermon given by
Rev. Ron Ewart at our Church in February
2017 has resonated with Council, and is a
major theme in the reworking of our Mission/
Vision Statement.

Much has happened in the past few years, to
divert our Church’s attention. The sale of 383
Jarvis, moving into a new space, and
reworking our accounting practices, have all
been physical, emotional and mental
necessities. Underlying all of this is our faith,
and how we reach out to our community.

A BIG thank you goes out to mac. lize, and the
employees of our Church, for all they do to
keep us moving forward. Another HUGE
measure of recognition goes out to our
volunteers, who make congregational life and
outreach into the community (Latvian or
otherwise) so much better. Our Church is rich
in its depth of volunteers, and we continue to
welcome the ‘younger generation’ who are the
future. ALL ARE WELCOME!



Some challenging issues still exist. The
message of reconciliation in these matters
leads us to come together and
COMMUNICATE. An invitation was sent to
employees and volunteers to participate in a
Workshop on January 21, 2018. Nine attended
to draft a Value Statement, which defines our
values and how we interact. Please check our
Monday messages for community happenings,
and send submissions to our Executive
Administrator.

2018 marks not only the 100t anniversary of
Latvia, but also the 65™ anniversary of
Sidrabene and ‘Nometne’. Sidrabene events
will begin with a tree-planting on the opening
weekend Saturday May 26, 2018 with Latvia’s
Ambassador to Canada, Karlis Eihenbaums!

We need to upgrade some aging facilities at
Sidrabene. In 2017, the scope of renovations
was presented to members at both Sidrabene
and Balmoral. With Sidrabkalns being rented
most of the year, a multi-phase upgrade is
deemed best. At our AGM, Council will be
asking you to support the first phase. Come
join us.

Ar Dieva paligu,

Indra Mertens
Council Chair

MACITAJAS ZINOJUMS 2018. G.
PILNSAPULCEI

Dazas pardomas

2017. gadam galvenais pieturas punkts bija
Reformacijas piecsimtgade. Draudze lukojam
iepazities tuvak ar Reformacijas mantojumu un
nozimi mums — vésturiski un Sodien — ar
parrunam, filmam un pasiem spredikiem. Augusta
pati var&ju piedalities vienreizeja iespeja bt
Vitenberga, Reformacijas piedzimsanas vieta.
Pateicoties vacu baznicas laipnibai, pavadiju tur
veselu ned€lu kopa ar Cetriem kolleégam no
Toronto, iepazistinot cieminus ar luteranu baznicu
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Kanada. Tas bija vienreizgjs, savilnojoss
piedzivojums. Ceru, ka tie, kas bija klat no abam
draudz€m, kad par to stastiju, to ta ar izjuta.
Turklat Grace Church on the Hill, anglikanu
draudzg, biju aicinata spredikot draudzes
dievkalpojuma septembrT un art stastit par Lutera
nozimi Sodien.

Viena no pamatdomam, kas nak mums
mantojuma ka luteranu draudzei, ir sauklis:
“ecclesia semper reformanda” — baznica pastavigi
atjaunojas. Caurskatit un revidét savu darbibu un
darbibas veidu ir svarigi, lai baznica sp&tu sludinat
prieka vésti veida, kas uzruna Jaudis esoSaja
laikmeta un apstaklos. To darit ir laba, sena Sv.
Andreja draudzes lieciba. Pa reizei tas ari pieprasija
lielu drosmi, ka piem. iesakot dievkalpojumus
anglu valoda jau 1970-o0s gados. Stridi un
domstarpibas sasniedza tadu pakapi, ka macitajs A.
Cops bija spiests izteikt savu atbalstu §im
jauninajumam gan draudzes zinas, gan arT latviesu
trimdas pres¢.

Kameér kalpoju ka jusu draudzes macitaja
jau gandriz divdesmit vienu gadu, esmu vairakkart
noradijusi uz mainam masu latviesu sabiedriba
Toronto, it Ipasi uz paaudzu mainu. Vadibu ir
parpe€musi to sabiedribas loceklu bérni, dalgji ar1
mazbérni, kas sava laika c€la Toronto trimdas
latviesu saimi. Un tas ir arT labi un veseligi, jo
apliecina, ka sabiedribai vél joprojam ir nozime.

S1 maina attiecas arT uz baznicu un baznicas
telu. Pien€mumi par to, ko nozimé bt draudzei,
mainas visur. Macitaji un draudzu darbinieki vairs
nevar pienemt, ka cilvéki naks pie viniem. Baznicai
ir jabut tur, kur ir cilveki, vai tur, kur laudis meklg&
atspaidu savai ikdienai, vai art vadlinijas savai
dzivei $ajos sarezgitajos laikos.

Viens Skietami mazs, bet tom&r nozimigs
veids ka §1 partapsana 1stenojas miisu draudzg bija
noverojams pagajusa gada pilnsapulce. Taja tika
ierosinats misu atseviskas darbibas nozares
nesaukt vairs par “komitejam” bet par kalposanas
grupam. Angliski sakot “ministries” to ir varbiit
vieglak saprast. Esam atkartoti atsaukuSies uz So
apzim&jumu un liekas, ka p&dgja gada tas ir sacis
“ieiet” miisu vardu krajuma un aicina pardomat —
ka misu rosiba to atspogulo. Manuprat Sai



apzim&juma mainai ir oti liela nozime. Ta pievers
skatfjumu divam lietam: pirmkart — saprast, ka
vienalga kur, vai ka darbojamies, vai damu
komiteja, Sidrabenes parvaldg, Sidrabenes
nometn€, komiteja “Palidziba Latvijai” vai citur,
esam viena saime. Esam patiesi viena saime ar
dazadiem izpausmes veidiem. Ar to pastiprinajas
apzina, ka neesam “més” un “vini”, kur katram
jasarga savas laucins, bet esam dala no “mes”. Tas,
ko katra grupa veic ir dala no visa. Kopigi
pulamies celt visu “més”. Pavila pirmaja véstulé
korintieSiem tas loti skaidri aprakstits: “Ari més
esam viena Gara kristiti, lai visi buitu viens
kermenis — vai judi, vai grieki, vai vergi, vai brivie,
— un ar vienu Garu mes visi esam dzirdinati. Jo art
kermenis nesastav no viena locekla, bet gan no
daudziem.” (1 Kor. 12: 13)

Otrkart atklajas, kada nozime ir tam, ko
daram draudze. Butiba viss ir dala no Kristus liela
misijas aicinajuma, ko vips$ atstaja saviem
sekotdjiem un ar ko noslédzas Mateja evangelijs.
“Man ir dota visa vara debesis un virs zemes, tade]
ejiet un dariet par macekliem visas tautas, tas
kristidami Teva, Déla un Sveta Gara varda, tas
macidami turét visu, ko es jums esmu paveléjis; un,
redzi, es esmu ar jums ik dienas lidz laiku beigam.”
(Mt 28:18-20). Sie vardi nenozimg, ka katram ir
jaklust par stereotipisku sludinataju, vai pat jakristt
ikviens. Toties, més ka draudzes saime izpauzam ar
saviem vardiem, bet pari visam ar saviem darbiem
galvenas divas lietas, ko Jézus maca, respektivi, ir
pavelgjis saviem sekotajiem: milét Dievu ar visu
savu sirdi, ar visu savu pratu un ar visu savu speku,
un — milét savu tuvako ka sevi pasu.

Mums visiem ir vél ko macities talak, tomer
no draudzes vadibas puses, un atseviskam nozarém
ir redzams, ka cenSamies ieaugt apzina, ka viss
misu darbs ir kalposana Jézus varda. Protams, ir
vietas un reizes, kur tas klibo, tomér piestradajam
konsekventi darit So apzinu par pamatu visai
draudzes darbibai.

Apzinai, ka piedalamies liela darba, ko
Jezus ir pavelgjis saviem sekotajiem — sludinat
Vinu vardos un darbos, ir talejoss, pozitivs
iespaids. Kaut arT parasti raditaji liktu saprast
citadi, tomer kliistam stipraki — jo JEzus speks miis
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vieno. Pie tam, miisu darbi kliist par svétibas
nes€jiem citiem. Ir neskaitami pieméri, kur tas
notiek no draudzes damu “komitejas” (jaizmekle
cits apzZimg&jums, nemot vera kungu lidzdalibu!),
tad Sidrabenes parvaldé. V&l viens piemérs tam ir
“Siltais apkampiens” adiSanas grupa, no kuras
tagad izaugusi otra, kas tiekas G74 austrumos, lai
butu parocigak tur dzivojosiem dalibniekiem. Ir tik
tieSam brinums noveérot, ka Sie pasakumi uzruna
laudis, kas varbiit citadi nepiedalitos. Sidrabeng
darbojas visas paaudzes, no misu draudzes ka ar1
no Hamiltonas. “Silta apkampiena” grupa piedalas
gan no Sv. Jana draudzes, gan ar1 dalibnieki, kas
nav neviena draudze. Tomér katrs izjut, ka te ir
vieta un iesp€ja, kur var pielikt savu roku un
dalities ar labu ar citiem.

2017. g. DARBIBAS PARSKATS
1. DIEVKALPOJUMI:

Aizvaditaja gada esmu vadijusi
dievkalpojumus Sv. Jana dievnama, miusu lauku
Tpasuma, Sidrabeng, ik ménesa dievkalpojuma, ka
arT nometnes ietvaros, LatvieSu Centra un Kristus
Darza. P&c vasaras partraukuma diemzgl nav
atsakusies sv&tbrizi LatvieSu Centra, tomer ceru, ka
tas nebiis uz visiem laikiem. TieSus skaitlus
atradisiet statistikas informacija.

Viena rupe paliek ar to, ka acimredzami
draudzes locekli no abam draudzém uzskata, ka tas
dievkalpojums, ko vada “vinu” macitajs/a ir
vienigais, kur piedalities — nav jaiet citas
svetdienas. Ar to pazaudgjam lielisku iesp€ju
saaugt arvien cie$ak un pie reizes piedzivot otras
draudzes viesmilibu. Ir izpémumi. Sogad Zalas
Ceturtdienas dievkalpojuma bija gandriz vienads
skaits dievludzeju cik Lielaja Piektdiena un katra
dievkalpojuma bija no abam draudzém. To pasu
noveroju Ziemsvetku vakara.

Zimiga iesp&ja paradijas Rigas katolu
archibiskapa Zbigneva Stankevica ciemoSanas
laika $eit ap gimenes dienu. Tas deva vigam iesp&ju
Latvijas republikas vestnieka pasparné biit starp
cieminiem komitejas “Palidziba Latvijai” rikotajas
“burvigajas brokastis”, ka armt mums piedalities
kopiga ekuméniska dievkalpojuma lietuvieSu
AugsamcelSanas dievnama. Neizdevigais laika




izkartojums noziméja, ka dievliidzgju skaits nebija
tads, ko citadi paredz&tu. Apsveicam véstnieka
centienus veicinat ekumeéni latviesu starpa, kaut art
neesmu parliecinata cik talu tas var€s veidoties.

Pateicos saviem kollégam, kas mani
atvietoja vajadzibas gadijumos. Liels paldies ar
diakonei Inesei Upmanei-MacDonald par lielu
atbalstu nometnes laika. Ar1 vélos pateikties
Hamiltonas Kristus draudzes saimei. Mums bija
divi kopigi dievkalpojumi vasara Sidrabenes
brivdabas baznica, par ko vargjam visi jismot!
Citadi Sidrabenes nometnes laika sveétdienas
brivdabas baznica bija pilnaka, neka kops
daudziem gadiem. Likas, ka nepartraukti pienesa
kréslus, jo tritkka, kur sédet...
2. MACISANA

* Kopa ar mac. (. Grietinu vadijam parrunas
CieSanu laika Reformacijas piecsimtgades
Zim€ — par Mazo Katkismu.
* Sidrabené vasaras laika, sestdienas ritos

vadiju parrunas par t€mu “Sacred
Pathway”, kur iepazinamies ar dazadiem

veidiem, kados cilvéki piedzivo savu ticibu.

Loti vertigi un daudz iemacijamies.

* 2018. g. no Zvaigznes dienas lidz CieSanu
laikam biju iecer&jusi parrunas balstitas uz
gramatu “The Good and Beautiful God”.
Diemzel, trakie ziemas apstakli, ka art
slimoSanas epidémija nozimgja, ka tikSanas
reizes biitiba izputgja.

* Rudeni iesakas iesvétes macibas. Sobrid
piedalas devini jauniesi.

3. LIECINASANA

* Likoju piedalities latvieSu sabiedribas
notikumos, kur vien tas bija iesp&jams —
piem Latvijas simtgades karoga svétkos
Centra, LNAK sesija un tagad ari piedalos
Jura Kenina kor1 “Ziemelis”, kas gatavojas
uz Latvijas Dziesmu un Deju svétkiem.

* Kopiga baltieSu Aizvesto pieminas dienas

pasakuma Nathan Phillips Square vadiju
lugSanu kopa ar saviem baltiesu
amatbraliem (neskatoties uz kart€jo chaosu
attieciba uz aicinasanu piedalities).
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¢ Piedalijos kopiga Toronto luteranu draudzu
un Romas katolu baznicas dievkalpojuma
Reformacijas svétkos.

* (Celano Valza Vagnera bérém ieskanoju
nelielu video ka mudinajumu/aicindjumu
atnakt uz Ziemsvétku vakara
dievkalpojumu. To uzliku uz FaceBook.
Vareni pozitiva atsauksme! Te ar1 jasaka,
ka katrs dievlidzg€js musu Svétvakara
dievkalpojuma kluva par “gaismas nes¢ju”
ar LED gaisminam, ko katrs vargja panemt
sev lidz uz sveétkiem majas.

* Palidz&ju ar “Out of the Cold” gadskartgjo
pasakumu. Bet lielakais paldies pienakas
Imantam un Maureen Kivliem par
nenogursto$o energiju, iesvétamo vecakiem,
kas loti palidz€ja sartipet nepiecieSamo un
sagadaja mums skaistu cienastu péc
dievkalpojuma, ka arT First Lutheran saimei.

4. KALPOSANA
¢ Kiristibu, laulibu un béru skaits un tuvaka

informacija noradita atseviSki. Pateicamies
Dievam par lielo z&lastibu, ko visi vargjusi
piedzivot, vai nu priekos, vai art bédas.
Turpinu pieminét aizgajuSos draudzes
loceklus dievkalpojuma péc vinu aizieSanas
muziba.

* Kopa ar iesvétamiem noorganiz€jam
Ziemsvéetku apsveikumu izsiitiSanu misu
vecaka gada gajuma draudzes locekliem.
Paldies viniem un sevisks paldies miisu
klusai darba riikei, Ligai Gaidei, kura gada
par dzimSanas dienas apsveikumu
nosiitisanu draudzes locekliem apalas
jubilejas.

5. CITS

* Diemz¢l, sarikot dienu, kur varétu iepazities
ar viet€jam iezemiesu tautam, nav bijis
iesp&jams. Neskatoties uz lielam ptlém, ko
veltfja neliela interesentu grupa, sanaca ta,
ka vietgja iezemieSu tautibu grupa nebija ar
mieru veidot pasakumu Sidrabeng.

* Priecajos par iesp€ju, ko deva LELBA
sinode tepat Niagara, it 1pasi, jo bija
atbraukus$i vairaki macitaji no tam



draudz&m Latvija, kas tagad pieder pie
baznicas arpus Latvijas. Ar mac.Vari
Bitenieku biju jau tikusies vasara, kad bijam
starp dievliidzgjiem vina Aizputes draudze.
Sinodg piedalijas arT mana bijusa studente,
tagad mac. Dr. Aiva Rozenberga-
Drummond. Vinas specialitate ir diakonija,
tas ir — kalpoSana. Loti ceru, ka vina varés
biit pie mums rudent ar lekcijam un
parrunam miisu LELBA Kanadas apgabala
ietvaros.

* Biju sarunajusi apciemojumus Temple Sinai
sinagoga un Islamic Institute of Toronto
misu iesvétamiem jaunieSiem §1 gada aprilt,
bet tie bija jaatce] 1idz rudenim, lai arT es
varétu piedalities. ST ir briniskiga iespgja
miisu jaunieSiem iepazit abas ticibas, kaut
arT tikai 1s1 un asi.

* 2018. g. sakuma uzzinajam, ka baznicas
parstavji Latvija bija paspé&jusi parliecinat
dazus Saeimas deputatus neapstiprinat ta
saucamo Stambulas konvenciju. Sis ir
saligums, ko veidojis Eiropas Koncils
(Council of Europe), lai palidzétu izbeigt
vardarbibu pret sievieteém un berniem.
Padome iepazinas ar dokumentu anglu
valoda, un taja nevaré€ja atrast neka, kas
saskanétu ar viedokli, ko izpauda Latvijas
baznicas galvas. Ta, kopa ar padomes
locekli, Ausekli Zaki, sagatavojam véstuli,
ko aicinajam miisu draudzes locekliem
parakstit nosutiSanai Latvijas Saeimai,
noradot, ka uzskatam konvencijas saturu ka
pilnigi saskanotu ar kristigiem principiem.
Padome ar1 noléma to parsitit talak citam
latvieSu draudzém Kanada. Aizstavet
apdraud@tu lauzu tiesibas ir sens princips,
kas atrodams ne tik vien Jauna deriba, bet
tiek skaidri izteikts arT praviesos.

Veélos ar1 noradit uz trim 1pasi svarigiem
notikumiem, kas paredz€ti vasara, Sidrabeng.
Sanak ta, ka Sidrabenes 65 gadu jubileja iekrit
gada, kura svinam Latvijas valsts simtgadi. Lai
atstatu paliekosu simbolu miisu saistibai ar Latviju,
sestdien, 26. maija Sidrabené iestadis ozolu. Ta ir
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misu lidzdaliba akcija “Apskauj Latviju”, kas
notika 2017. gada, kad ap Latviju sastadija simts
ozolu. Ir tik skaisti, ka miisu projektu ir atbalstijis
Latvijas vestnieks Karlis Eihenbaums, kurs ir
solijis bt klat un palidz€t ar iestadisanu.
Veéstnieciba ir arT pasiitijusi attiecigu plaksni ar
paskaidrojumu, ko pieliks pie ozola. Ozols tiks
stadits laukuma pie Plisa kunga sola pie brivdabas
baznicas ieejas. Pateicamies Silvijai Shedden par
devigo ziedojumu, kas palidzes 1stenot So projektu.
Visi ir aicinati biit klat $aja reizé! Ar to iesaksies
Sidrabenes 65. darbibas gads un turpinasim ar
svetkiem.

Vasara 28. un 29. julija ir paredz&ti 1pasi
Sidrabenes svétki ar sevisku programmu, draudzes
“pikniku” un nometnes nodarbibam. Par to tiks
vélak zinots.

Visu beidzot, mudinu jiis visus piemingt, ka
Latvijas valsts simtgades svétkos piederas izteikt
Ipasu pateicibu Dievam. Tas, ka valsts svétku
dievkalpojuma piedalas tik maz Jauzu ir mani
vienmeér satraucis, jo tas ir pilniga pretstata tam, ko
piedzivojam latvieSu sabiedriba Eiropa. Busim
atsaucigi — naksim un slavésim Dievu, aizlidzot ar1
par tiem, kuri tik daudz zaudgja.

Ikvienam novélot Kristus mieru,
Jusu Macitaja Ilze Kuplena-Ewart

DAMU KOMITEJAS
2017. GADA PARSKATS

Damu komitejas sastavs ir stabils! Paldies miisu
,,darba rikiem” — Imantam Kivlim un Andrim
Kriminam. Vini mums ir lieli paligi.
Damu komitejas darbiba:
* Pankiku brokastis janvart labi izdevas, bija
laba atsauksme.
e legadajamies jaunu automatisko kafijas
varitaju.
* Kopa ar draudzes padomi gadajam par
kafijas galdu draudzes pilnsapulce.
* Aprili rikojam Lieldienu brokastis kopa ar
Sv. Jana draudzi — atsauciba bija laba.



* Maija damas palidzgja Mates dienas
brokastis, kas bija par labu palidzibai
Latvija.

* Rikojam draudzes ,,pikniku” Sidrabené
julija ménest — var€ja biit vairak
apmekletaju, bet nebija labveligi laika
apstakli — lietus lija.

* SeptembrT rikojam Plaujas svétkus ar
rudens razas loteriju.

* Piparkiku talkas novembri mums bija
daudzi paligi un palidzes, sirsnigs paldies
visiem!!

* Uz mainam ar Sv. Jana draudzi gadajam par
kafijas galdu sadraudzibai pec
dievkalpojumiem. Draudzes locekli ir
priecigi pasédét un parunaties.

* Atbalstijam divas draudzes jaunietes, kas
piedalijas ,,Sveika Latvija” celojuma —
Amalie Kanne un Karline Zubane ( katra
sanéma $1,000.). Rudeni vinas pastastija
par savu celojumu, papildinot to ar bilzu
izradi.

Damu komiteja ar ziedojumiem ir atbalstijusi:
Toronto latviesu skolu biblioteku ($250), Daily
Bread Food Bank ($200), Scott Mission ($200),
Star Santa Claus Fund (3200), un Churches on the
Hill ($200).

Altara ziedu kartoSanu uz mainam dalamies ar Sv.
Jana draudzi.

Sirsnigs paldies apkalpotajam Andrim Zvirbulim
par telpu sakartosanu un galdu salikSanu
sarikojumiem un svétdienu kafijam.

Sirsniga pateiciba draudzes locekliem un visiem
par damu komitejas atbalstiSanu!

Inta Briede, Damu komitejas priekSniece

SIDRABENES PARVALDES ZINOJUMS
PAR 2017. GADU

Sidrabenes parvalde 2017. gada darbojas sekmigi,
sarikojot pavasara un rudens talkas, sezonas
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atklasanas un slegsanas sarikojumus, Janu
svinésanu un zaJumballi, Talsu vakarinas, Tru
muzikas vakaru ar Ron McEwan, “bocce “ bumbas
turniru, video filmu vakarus un izkartojot
gadskartéjo lielo loteriju. Sartkojumos ar
priekSnesumiem piedaljas — Dzirksts; DiZais dancis;
Penzionari; AMUZ (Anna Broka, Maria Thorburn,
Péteris Zarins) ar Albertu Vitolu un Alastair
Thorburn-Vitolu; Anna Broka ar Pandaband.

Saja gada Sidrabené notika 10 ik ménesa
dievkalpojumi, ka ari ierastie dievkalpojumi pa
nometnes laiku un Janos. Divi dievkalpojumi bija
kopigi ar Hamiltonas Kristus draudzi. Paldies
Imantam un Maureen Kivliem par palidzibu
Sidrabenes dievkalpojumos. Paldies draudzes
damu komitejai par “Sid svetkos” 22. jalija sartkoto
draudzes “pikniku”.

Gadskarteja Sidrabenes loterija 2017. g. piedavaja
5 laimestus, paredzot katram laimestam 10% no
atlikuma. Viens laimétajs savu vinnestu atziedoja
Sidrabenei, tapéc atlikums bija $1,602.80. Visi
parvaldes organizétie sarikojumi financiali labi
izdevas. Kopsumma ienemts $14,651, iekaitot —
Janos ($10,568.50), sezonas atklasana ($863.89) un
sezonas slégsana (S2,264.61).

Projekti, ko parvalde paveica 2017. gada:

* |egadati 2 “defibrillator” aparati.

* legadats jauns videolensu projektors
kafejnicai.

¢ Uzbuvéts jauns balkons Calu kalnam.

* leliktas jaunas metala ardurvis édamzalei
Sidrabkalna.

* Beidzot iekartota gaisa vésinasana
parvaldnieka maja.

* legadata jauna skanu sistema brivdabas
baznicai un projektors dievkalpojumiem
édamzalé Sidrabkalna (pateicoties Erikam
Kleperim un draudzes padomei).

Sidrabenes parvaldei notika 9 atseviSkas sédes un 2
kopa ar draudzes padomi. Sidrabenes parvaldé
darbojas: Valdis Kaulins, Andris Paukséns, Gints
Zichmanis, Mara Ozola, Rita Ap3e, Gail Ozolina,
Linda Lakata, Ivars Jégeris, Krissy Pavelsone,
Mudite Schuler, Vilnis Blims, Martins MeZzulis,
Valdis Paléns and Voldemars Innus. Paldies viniem
visiem ka ari Sidrabenes parvaldniekam, Andrejam
Grinbergam, par lielo darbu!



Paldies visiem sidrabenieSiem un citiem, kuri
palidzejusi talkas, dezlréjot pie vartiem, vai
sarikojumos!

Paldies ari visiem draudzes locekliem un labvéliem,
par sarikojumu apmeklésanu, atbalstu un
ziedojumiem!

PARSKATS PAR SIDRABENES TIREM

2017. gada Sidrabene par irém ienéma $118,505
(ieskaitot $12,000, ko sanem no draudzes).

Seko parskats par rétajiem un ienémumiem:

* Halton Region School Board “Bronte Creek
Project” lieto Sidrabeni no septembra lidz
janijam (ienemts $51,950)

JaunieSu un sabiedriskas grupas (kopa ienemts
$40,770):

* 3 dazadas armijas kadetu grupas noturéja
nedélas nogalu sanaksmes.

* Halton/Mississauga jaunatnes orkestrim
bija nedélas nogales saiets.

e “27th Orchard” skautu vieniba satiekas
katru ceturtdienu no septembra lidz
janijam.

* Beérnu televizijas programma “Dino Dana”
vienu nedé€lu uzturéjas Sidrabene.

¢ Skautu un gaidu grupas no Toronto, Acton,
Milton, Burlington un Oakville bieZi lieto

lielo zali nedélas nogalés no septembra lidz
junijam.

* “Redeemer” draudze no Niagaras rikoja
nedélu garu nometni.

* Tris dazadas draudzes rikoja savus
“piknikus”.

* “Kids4Kids” organizacija rikoja 2 nedé|u
garu parnaksnosanas nometni, lietojot
lielo zali un gulamtelpas, ka ari 7 nedé€|u
garu dienas nometni pie sporta laukumu
parupes rajona, un vairakas darbinieku
apmacibas dienas (kopa apm. $19,300).

Privatas personas un saimnieciskas vienibas
(kopa ienemts $8,710):

* 4 kazas (divas latviesu)

* “Burlington Body Camp” vingroSanas
stundas notika otrdienas un ceturtdienas uz
dejas gridas.

* LatvieSu un kanadiesu gimenes rikojusas
savas viesibas Sidrabkalna lielaja zalé un
kafejnica.

* Jogas grupa regulari satikas kafejnica.
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LatvieSu organizacijas (kopa ienemts $5,080,
ieskaitot bérnu nometni)
¢ LatvieSu bérnu nometne ilga 4 nedélas
(54,000)
* Kristus Darzs noturéja planoSanas sédi
kafejnica
* DV Kanada noturéja 3 sanaksmes
¢ LatvieSu skauti no Toronto nometnoja vienu
nedélas nogali
No Tres ienémumu kopsummas, $2,350 ienemts
par kafejnicas Tri.
Par teltoSanu un parnak$nosanu ienemts $1,645.

KAS PAREDZETS SIDRABENE 2018. GADA

Kameér Latvija svin savu simtgadi, Sidrabene
atzimeés 65 gadus kops ta kalpojusi ka draudzes
bérnu nometnes un vasaras atputas vieta draudzes
locekliem.

Simtgades svinibu ietvaros pa visu Latviju tika
staditi ozoli. Ozoli un liepas ir simboliski svarigi
koki latvieSu kultdra. Més Sidrabené atzimésim
Latvijas simtgadi sava sezonas atklasana 26. maija
ari iestadot ozolu ar véstnieka Karli Eithenbaumu
piedaliSsanos Saja ceremonija. Vestnieks izkartos
bronzas pieminas plaksni (angliski un latviski), ko
novietos ozola tuvuma. Pécpusdiena turpinasies ar
muzikalu programmu, ko sniegs Maria Thorburn,
Alberts Vitols un Davids Smits.

Pasreiz trikst Sidrabenes kafejnicas vaditaja/
pavara. Tapéc ludzam ari draudzes locekliem
palidzéet, apvaicajoties draugiem un pazinam, vai
kadam interesétu uznemties atbildibu par
kafejnicu. Lidzu lasiet sludinajumu.

2017. g. rudent Agris RobezZnieks zinoja
sidrabenieSiem par paredzétiem uzlabojumiem
Sidrabkalna — Sidrabenes lielai €kai, kura jau ir 40
gadu veca. Irieceréts pirmo posmu ar remontiem
veikt jau Sovasar — ieskaitot edamzalg, biroja un
noliktavu telpas otraja stava. Draudzes 8. aprila
pilnsapulceé draudzes locekliem tiks lGgts
apstiprinat Sos izdevumus segt no draudzes kases.

Valdis Kaulins, Sidrabenes parvaldes prieksnieks
PAPILDUS ZINAS PAR SIDRABENI 2018. GADA:

¢ Sidrabenes pilnsapulcé 4. marta, kur
piedalijas 41 dalibnieks, ievéléta jauna



parvalde: Valdis Korbs, Norrie Hasspieler,
Martins Skuja, lvars Jégeris, Valdis Kaulins,
Krissy Pavelsone, Martin§ Mezulis, Andris
Pauksens, Rob Van Den Enden, Valdis
Paléns, Linda Lakata un cerams, ka
draudzes padome $im gadam ari
apstiprinas savus parstavjus — Voldemaru
Innus un Ritu Apsi.

* Lielie projekti, kas paredzéti Saja gada:
uzbuveét kafejnicas pajumti, iegadaties
jaunu ledusskapi kafejnicai, nomainit
virtuves skapisus Sidrabenes parvaldnieka
maja.

* Beidzot varés ari uzbuvét paviljonu, kam
izdevumi tiks segti no Jura Eglisa pieminas
ziedojumiem un no DV un Eglisa gimenes
dasniem pabalstiem.

* Tapéc, ka lidzekli to atlautu, parvalde
ierosinaja uzlikt asfalta segumu celam, kas
ved uz vasarnicam kalna. Par So
ierosinajumu notika loti plasas parrunas
pilnsapulcg, ka rezultata tas tika atsaukts.
Parvalde turpinas ievakt informaciju un
parrunas daudzos jautajumus, kas saistiti ar
celu uzturésanu, uzlaboSanu un drosibu,
ieskaitot brauksanas atruma ierobeZojumu,
drenazu pie visiem celiem un tml.

* Paredzéts veidot divas ricibas komitejas —
Janu un Sidrabenes 65. jubilejas sartkojumu
rikosanai.

* Auto novieto$anas dienas maksa paliek $10
un sezonas karte $60, bet draudzes
pilnsapulcé to piedavas ar parasto atlaidi
par S50.

Rita Apse, Sidrabenes parvaldes kasiere
SIDRABENES SARIKOJUMI 2018. GADA:

* 5. maija—9:00-16:00 Pavasara talka

* 26. maija — Sidrabenes 65 gadu jubilejas
sezonas atklasanas sarikojums: Latvijas
simtgades ozola stadiSana un muzikali
priekSnesumi (uzstasies Maria Thorburn-
Vitols, Alberts Vitols un Davids Smits)

¢ 9. jdlija —Sidrabenes bérnu nometnes talka

* No 15. julija dz 5. augustam Sidrabenes
bérnu nometne
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e 28./29.jllija — Sidrabenes 65 gadu jubilejas
svinésana / Sid svétki
¢ 30. septembri— “Tourchester” 40
muzikantu orkestris no Minchenes sniegs
“Oktoberfest” stila koncertu.
¢ 10. novembri—9:00 -16:00 Rudens talka
- Velak tiks izzinoti sartkojumi, kam datumi nav vél
nosprausti.

** Saraksts ar sidrabenieSiem, kas ir apmacitti
sniegt pirmo palidzibu, atrodams aiz Sidrabenes
zinojuma angju valoda 28. Ip.

SIDRABENE MEKLE
KAFEJNICAS VADITAJU /PAVARU

2018. g. vasaras nedélas nogalém,
no 18. maija Iidz 3. septembrim

Darba laiks no piektdienas vakara lidz
svetdienas pecpusdienai vai lidz
pirmdienai garajas nogales.

Piedavajam apmeSanas/parguléSanas
iespéjas.

Aicinam pieteikties pie Valza Kaulina:
905-472-2919 vai kaulins2919 @rogers.com

SIDRABENES BER[\IU NOMETNE 2018
2018. g.15. JUL. - 5. AUG.

Apraksts par 2017. gada (9. jal. — 4. aug.) bérnu
nometnes darbibu, notikumiem un saritkojumiem
atrodams iepriekséjas — 2017. g. decembra Draudzes
Zinas #188.

Sidrabenes bérnu nometne 2017. g. vasara paliek
atmina ka Tpasi laba. Daudzi paligi gan no nometnes
puses, gan no plasakas latvieSu sabiedribas ziedoja
laiku, lai nometni istenotu. Esam |oti pateicigi par
ilggadéjo atbalstu, ko sniedz mums Sv. Andreja draudze
(“pikniks”), LSAK (sporta nodarbibas SID svétkos), ka art
pasi Sidrabeniesi.

Nometnes komiteja darbojas brivpratigi dalibnieki —
vairums badami art bérnu vecaki, kuri strada nometnes
laba. Més priecatos pienemt jaunus locek]us. Aicinam
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gimenes ar maziem bérniem jau tagad sakt sadarboties
ar nometni, lai kopa varam veidot nometnes nakotni.
Pagajusaja gada notika 5 seédes. Nometnes komiteja
darbojas: Devin Dzelme, Debbie Grietina, Kurtis
Grietins, Ivars Jégeris, Sandra Kalnina, Linda Lakata,
Sandra Thiele, Anita Thomas, Inga Untika, Linda & Rob
Van Den Enden, Katrina Vikse un Imants Kivlis ka
padomdevéjs. Mums ir piebiedrojies EImars Bérzins ka
kasieris un baznicas padomes parstavis. Jauniesu
parstavji ir Dana Grietina, Eriks Kalnins, Jessica Lakata
un Kristin Lakata.

Salidzinot ar iepriekSejiem gadiem, caurméra
nometnotaju skaits aug, it seviski ‘Calu kalna’ vecuma.
Pienaca klat 8 jaunas gimenes, bet 11 nometnotaji,
kuriem bija pirmais gads nometné. Mums bija 4 CIT
daltbnieki. Divi no tiem (Dana Grietina un Evan
Thomas) sekmigi beidza vaditaju treninu programmu.
Veélamies pazinot, ka Sovasar atgriezisies Kurtis Grietins
(komandants) un lize Vikse (galvena vaditaja ‘Calu
kalna’). Vel pienemam pieteikumus stradat nometné —
Tpasi virtuve, rokdarbos, veselibas nodrosinasana un ar
mazajiem ‘Calu kalna’. Tapat, vecaki un pieaugusie ir
aicinati pieteikties izpalidzét nometné un/vai dalities ar
saviem talantiem. Esam atsaucigi visadam
sadarbosanas iespéjam.

Sakara ar Dziesmu svétkiem Latvija, Sidrabenes bérnu
nometne Sogad bds tris nedéJu garuma.

2018. g. nometnes datumi: JAUNS!!! Nometne saksies
ar iespéju ievakties, sakot ar pl.12:00 svétdien, 15.
jalija. Bais gimeneém BBQ pudienas no 12:30 - 13:30,
dievkalpojums pl. 14:00; sekos nometnes atklasana
karoga laukuma. Nometne beigsies svétdien 5.
augusta, ar gimenes brokastim no pl. 9:45 lidz 10:45,
dievkalpojums pl. 11:00. Péc tam tilit sekos
nometnes slégsana karoga laukuma.

CensSamies vienmer atrast jaunas lidzek|u vaksanas
iespéjas, lai atbalstitu nometnes nodarbibas un
piegadatu nometnes darbibai vajadzigas lietas.
Pagajusaja vasara, misu jauniesu vadiba, ‘Sidrabenes
kapucu’ lidzek]u vaksanas programmai bija |oti laba
atsauksme.

Sakara ar Latvijas simtgadi un planota ozola koka
stadiSanu Sidrabené sezonas atklasana 26. maija,
nometne piedava ozola kocinus (1m+ garuma)
stadi$anai, cena $20, atlikums Sidrabenes nometnei.

‘Daudzas rokas atvieglina darbu’ (ka V. Kaulins vienmér

Darbinieki |oti vajadzigi un mili gaiditi!

Muasu mérkis ir gadat, lai gan tagad, gan nakotng,
gimeném badtu pieejama drosa vieta, kur vecaki var
sutit savus bérnus pa vasaru, kur ir latviska, kristiga
audzinasana draugu vidé. Visi apzinamies, ka ir jastrada
Sidrabenes laba. Ar sadraudzibu un sadarbibu varam
daudz panakt. Sadarbosimies un atbalstisim viens otru,
jo galu gala més visi esam Sidrabeniesi, nometnotaji,
draudzes locek]i un latviesi un masu bérni un mazbérni
ir musu nakotne.

Visi mili aicinati piedalities ‘SID SVETKOS” 2018. g.
svétdien 29. jdlija. Uz redzésanos Sidrabené!

Informdcija pieejama draudzes timekla lapa:
http://www.standrewslatvian.org/sidrabene/cam


http://www.standrewslatvian.org/sidrabene/camp

GARIGIE SAIETI LATVIESU CENTRA

Pagajusaja, 2017. gada, pateicoties Sv. Andreja
draudzes macitajai llzei Kuplénai-Ewart, Latviesu
Centra notika garigi saieti, svétdienas pécpusdiena
pl. 15:00 Centra galerija vai mazaja sézu zale.

Pirmais svétbridis un parrunas notika 29. janvari,
piedalijas 13 personas un mac. llze Kupléna-Ewart
un Sv. Jana draudzes mac. Girts Grietins. Péc katra
saieta, klatesoSie parrunaja, kad tiksies nakamo
reizi. Nakamie saieti notika: 19. februari, 26. marta,
30. aprili, 28. maija un 11. janija. Péc tam
norunajam partraukt, jo sakas vasaras brivdienas.
Sakot ar septembra ménesi, es nevaréju piedaltties
un nevaru atbildet, kapéc saieti rudent
neturpinajas.

Kapéc sadi saieti? Lielakai dalai daltbnieku, kas
piedalijas, ir kustibas gratibas. Lai varétu drosi
parvietoties, tie lietoja staigulus vai atradas
ritenkrésla. lerosinajums Siem saietiem sakas no
Pensionaru apvienibas biedriem, kuri satiekas
katru ceturtdienu Latviesu Centra. Izvéléjamies
laiku svetdien pl. 15:00, jo tad LatvieSu Centra ir
visklusakais laiks un visi draudzu dievkalpojumi ir
beigusies.

Kapéc neiet uz draudzu dievkalpojumiem? Ka jau
minéju, ar ritenkrésliem un staiguliem nav tik viegli
tikt [1dz baznicam, jo baznicas netika bivéetas ar
domu, lai invalidiem batu vieglaka pieklGsana.
LatvieSu Centrs ir parbtveéts un |oti piemérots
invalidiem. Vietéjiem taksiSu Soferiem un ‘Wheel/
Trans’ Soferiem LatvieSu Centrs ir labi pazistams.

Pateicoties LatvieSu Centra valdei, kas piedavaja
telpas par brivu, Pensionaru apvienibas valdei par
atbalstu un sludinasanu savos saietos un mac. llzei
Kuplénai-Ewart, esam varéjusi noturet garigos
saietus.
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P&c maniem uzskatiem tos vajadzéetu turpinat, jo
tie kalpo tiem, kuri nav spéjigi tikt uz baznicam, vai
ir invalidi.

Atis Bredovskis, Garigo saietu apmeklétajs

SILTAIS APKAMPIENS

Kas ir ‘siltais apkampiens’? Més esam grupina
draudzes locekles, kam patik adtt vai tamborét,
(vai kam ir interese apgut §1s makas — labprat
apmacam iesacejus!). Tiekamies ik ménesi vienas
vai otras majas, lai draudziga vidé adrtu Salles, ko
ar milesttbu davinam musu draudzes locekliem un
art citiem, kuri pardzivo kadu smagu dzives
parbaudTtjumu, vai séras, ta izsakot musu
[TdzjatTbu un atbalstu.

Pasakumu ierosinaja mac. llze, sekojot savam
piedzivojumam Anglija, kur vina uzturgjas 2016. g.
vasara, kartojot mates izvadi$anu. SinT skumja
bridi, kas ievilkas vairakas nedélas un ko vina
pavadtja viena, talu no majam, vinu loti
iepriecinaja un aizkustinaja davinajums no
baznicas macitajas — vietéjas ‘silta apkampiena’
grupas adtta Salle. Majas parbraukusi, 2016. g.
rudent mac. lize aicinaja misu draudzes aditajas
uzsakt ITdzTgu grupinu. AtsaucTtba ir bijusi tik liela,
ka tagad satiekas divas grupas, viena pilsétas
centra, otra arpus Toronto uz austrumiem.

2017. g. gimenes dienas dievkalpojuma iesvétijam
pirmas 12 Salles, no kuram vairakas jau ir
izdalTtas. Musu darbtba turpinas, un katra laika
labprat sagaidam jaunus rokdarbniekus!
Sagadajam arT dziju un adatas. Nakosa tikSanas ir
paredzéta treSdien, 11. aprilT pie Dailas Dzintaras,
278 Airdrie Rd. Toronto. Aicinam piedaltties, vai ar1
sazinaties ar mac. llzi vai draudzes biroju ar
ieteikumiem, kam noderétu §ads davinajums —
‘siltais apkampiens’.

Skaidrite Leja



PASTOR’S REPORT FOR THE 2018 ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

The main focus for Lutherans worldwide in 2017
was the five hundredth anniversay of the
Reformation. In our congregational activities, talks,
discussions, and sermons, we tried to discover
more about our Reformation heritage and what its
historical significance might be for us today. | was
particularly blessed in having the opportunity to
spend a week in August in Wittenberg, cradle of
the Lutheran Reformation, as a guest of the
Evangelical Church of Germany. Together with four
of my colleagues from the Toronto Central Ministry
Area our task was to introduce visitors to the
Lutheran church in Canada. It was a once in a
lifetime, and inspiring experience. | hope that | was
able to convey that during my presentation to the
congregation in the fall. As part of the
qguincentenary celebration | was honoured to have
been invited to preach at Grace Anglican Church
on the Hill and share some of the significance of
Luther’s teachings for today as well as give a
presentation during their teaching hour.

One of the foundational concepts that we receive
as a Lutheran congregation is “ecclesia semper
reformanda est”-the church is in a continuous
process of reformation. Reviewing and assessing
our work and ministry is a critical piece in trying to
ensure that the church is able to share the good
news of Jesus Christ in a way that addresses
people in their current circumstances. Doing this is
a long established part of St Andrew’s witness. At
times this has demanded considerable courage, for
example, when worship in English first began in the
1970s. Dissent over this reached such a pitch that
retired pastor Cops felt compelled to give his
public support to this new venture, both in the
congregational newsletter and in the Latvian press.

In my ministry with you over the last almost
twenty one years, | have often referred to the
changes that have taken place in the Latvian
community in Toronto, particularly to the impact of
transition from one generation to the next.
Leadership has now been assumed by the children,
in places the grandchildren, of those who created
the emigre Latvian community in Toronto. This is a
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healthy indicator of the continued positive role of
the community for successive generations. These
changes are reflected in our congregation as new
generations are beginning to take on leadership
roles.

At the same time, assumptions about the role of
congregations are shifting everywhere.
Congregational leaders, lay and ordained, can no
longer assume that people will come to them. The
church today needs to be present where people
are, both physically, and spiritually, or indeed
psychologically. How can we provide support to
our community members to help them address
life’s challenges; how can we help them create
guidelines for negotiating a way through the
complexities of everyday life? This is where we
come in.

One small, yet significant way in which a re-
formation change was signalled for our
congregation came in last year’s Annual General
Meeting. The suggestion was made to no longer
call our separate activity groups ‘committees’ but
rather ‘ministries’. Over this last year we have used
this term to describe our work and it seems to
have entered our ‘vocabulary’.

| sense this change is very significant. It draws our
attention to two possibilities: the first: to
understand that wherever we live out this calling
to ministry, be it in the Ladies’ auxiliary, the
Sidrabene Management Committee, Camp
Sidrabene, Aid to Latvia and so on, we do so as
one, united, body. We are one body with many
parts and characteristics. In using this framework,
we begin to find a true way of looking at ourselves
as no longer “us” and “them” each feeling we have
to struggle to maintain our place in the whole, but
simply as “us”. What every group does is part of
the whole. Together, we work at building up the
whole body, the “us”. That is an understanding
clearly outlined in Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians: Christ is just like the human body—a
body is a unit and has many parts; and all the parts
of the body are one body, even though there are
many. We were all baptized by one Spirit into one
body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and



we all were given one Spirit to drink.(l Cor
12:12,13)

The second possibility that emerges from the shift
to understanding our work as “ministry” is
beginning to understand what it is that we are
engaged in as a congregation. It is all part of
fulfilling Christ’s Great Commission which he
leaves his followers as his parting words in
Matthew’s Gospel: Jesus came near and spoke to
them, "I've received all authority in heaven and on
earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to obey everything that I've commanded you.
Look, | myself will be with you every day until the
end of this present age." (Matthew 28:18-20). This
isn’t as scary as it might sound! Jesus’ call simply
means that as a Christian community, we are
called to embody in our words, but most of all in
our actions, the two key teachings, that is,
commandments, Jesus leaves us with: to love God
with all our heart, mind and strength and, to love
our neighbour as ourselves.

We all have something still to learn in this, but
from even a glance at how our congregational
leadership and many of our ministry groups are
working it is clear that we are trying to grow into
an understanding of our activities as service in
Jesus’ name. Of course, there are occasions and
times where that is not the case, but we are
working at it.

Being aware that we are all taking part in the great
work that Jesus commands his followers to do has
a far-reaching, positive impact. Even though some
indicators might suggest the opposite, we
nonetheless become stronger because Jesus’ Spirit
unites us. In addition, others are blessed through
what we do, and who we are. There are countless
examples of this, from our Ladies’ Auxiliary (we
have to find a new name, given the number of
male members!), to the hospitality ministry
exercised by the Sidrabene Management
Committee (Sidrabenes Parvalde). Another
example is the “Warm Hugs” prayer shawl knitting
group that has now a second branch for those
living to the east of Toronto. It is truly a wonder to
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see how these ministries speak to people who
otherwise might not become connected to us.
Sidrabene is a hive of activity for all generations
not just from our congregation, but also from
Hamilton. The “Warm Hugs” group embraces
members from St John’s as well as those who
aren’t formally active in any of our congregations.
Yet everyone feels these are places where they can
make a contribution.

REVIEW OF ACTIVITY IN 2017

WORSHIP

Over the past year | have led worship at 300
Balmoral, St John’s Church; our country home at
Sidrabene (monthly from October -June, weekly
during camp); at the Latvian Centre; and at Kristus
Darzs. Monthly devotions at the Latvian Centre
sadly did not recommence after the summer
break, however, | hope this will be a temporary lull.
Numbers are given in the statistics.

One concern | have is that a significant number of
our respective congregation members feel they are
only to come to those services conducted by
“their” pastor. Sadly, this means we lose a
wonderful opportunity to grow together and, at
the same time, experience one another’s
hospitality. There were some exceptions. In 2017,
for the first time we had an almost identical
number of worshippers at the Maundy Thursday
service as at the Good Friday service, with
members of both congregations in equal measure
at each. The same was the case at the Christmas
Eve service. Please remember: every Sunday is
joint worship.

A significant event was the visit of the Roman
Catholic archbishop of Riga, Zbignevs Stankevics
over the Mothers’ Day/Church Family Sunday
weekend. He was among the guests at our annual,
Aid to Latvia “Beautiful Breakfast” accompanied by
the Ambassador to Latvia, Karlis Eihenbaums. In
addition he helped lead worship at the ecumenical
service hosted by the Lithuanian Franciscan
brothers at the Church of the Resurrection. Sadly,
timing is everything, and the conjunction of the
visit with Mothers’ Day had a negative impact on
numbers of worshippers at the service. |
congratulate our ambassador at his valiant efforts
to further ecumenism among Latvians, however |
remain somewhat sceptical as to how far this will



develop given some of the positions taken by the
archbishop.

| would like to express my thanks to my colleagues
for their support in leading worship and providing
pastoral support as needed during my absence.
Thank you in particular to Deacon Inese
MacDonald-Upmanis for her great support during
camp. | would also like to thank the community of
Christ’s Latvian in Hamilton. We had two joint
service during the summer in our outdoor church
(on once occasion moving inside at very short
notice because of rain). This year we had a bumper
attendance at camp services to the extent that it
seemed there were never enough chairs.

LEARNING

| led reflections with pastor Girts Grietins during
Lent on Luther’s Small Catechism (as part of
marking the 500th anniversary of the Reformation)
and during camp led Bible Study in Sidrabene
based on the book “Sacred Pathways”, where we
discovered the riches of different experiences of
the presence of God in our lives.

From Epiphany to the beginning of Lent | had
pepared a series of sessions on the book “The
Good and Beautiful God: Falling in love with the
God Jesus knows”. Unfortunately the hard winter
and the variety of viruses sweeping through
Toronto meant this couldn’t take place.
Confirmation class began in the autumn. We
currently have nine confirmands participating.

WITNESSING

| continue to try to attend wider community events
where possible, for example, the Latvian centenary
flag celebration, and the annual meeting of the
Latvian National Council. | also sing with the choir
“Ziemelis” as we prepare to participate in the Song
Festival in Riga this summer.

| helped organize the Baltic Deportation Day
commemoration at Nathan Phillips Square where
Baltic clergy joined in prayer. | thank our Baltic
church partners for their support as this had to be
organized in a very short time frame as there was
almost no advance notice from the Baltic
Federation about the event.

| participated in the joint Roman Catholic/Lutheran
commemoration of the Reformation organized by
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the Central Toronto (Lutheran) Ministry Area and
the Archdiocese of Toronto.

A new venture was a recorded short video, in both
our languages, inviting people to come to worship
on Christmas Eve including a greeting appropriate
to the season. | posted this on FaceBook, with a
positive response. In terms of witnessing, each
worshipper at our Christmas Eve service became a
witness to the Light coming into the world as they
left with an LED light.

| helped with our regular, winter “Out of the Cold”
event. Particular thanks to Imants and Maureen
Kivlis for their endless energy, and to our
confirmands parents who helped enormously in
sourcing what we needed for the day. Thanks too
to the community at First Lutheran who provided
us with meeting space.

SERVICE

Details of baptisms, weddings and funerals are
provided separately. God be praised for the great
goodness and kindness we have experienced at
joyful and at sad times. | have continued my
practice of including the families of those who
have died in the prayers at the service following
either their death, or the funeral.

Together with our confirmands, we sent out
Christmas greetings to our older congregation
members. Thank you to our confirmands and a
particular thanks to our trusted support, Liga
Gaide, who ensures that birthday greetings are
sent out on significant birthdays.

OTHER

Sadly, our hoped-for First Nations learning day
failed to materialize, not for want of trying.
Unfortunately, the local First Nations group we had
been working with had scheduling conflicts.

It was a joy to have the LELBA synod meet at
Niagara Falls last October, especially as there were
a number of colleagues who had come from Latvia
to attend. With the exception of keynote speaker,
Rev Indulis Paics, the other clergy from Latvia are
now members of the Latvian Ev. Lutheran Church
Abroad. | had had the opportunty to meet with
one of them, Rev Varis Bitenieks from Aizpute,
when we attended worship at his church in the
summer. Another participant at the synod was a
former student of mine, Dr, now Rev, Aiva



Rozenberga-Drummond, pastor to the Latvian
community in Florida. Her particuar specialism is
diaconical, or service ministry. | hope she will be
able to come to Toronto to lead a weekend training
programme in the autumn. That would be part of
the LELBA Canada section’s work.

| had made arrangements for our confirmands to
visit and get to know their counterparts at Temple
Sinai synagogue and the Islamic Institute of
Toronto in April, but have had to set a new time for
this in the autumn, when |, too, will be able to
participate. This will be a wonderful opportunity
for our youth to learn more about the two other
“Abrahamic” faiths.

At the beginning of 2018 we became aware that
the three main church leaders in Latvia, chiefly
archbishop Stankevics,had successfully lobbied
members of the Saeima not to ratify the Istanbul
Convention, a document of the European Council
crated to help end violence towards women and
children. Your council became acquainted with the
document, in English, one of the official languages
in which it had been prepared, and were unable to
find in it anything that reflected the interpretation
put on the text by the church leaders in Latvia. A
letter was prepared which we have invited our
congregation members to sign and which will be
forwarded to Saeima deputies in Riga encouraging
them to ratify the Istanbul Convention along with
almost every other European nation. This letter
outlines our position that we consider the Istanbul
Convention to reflect fundamental Christian
principles. Council also decided to share this letter
with other Latvian congregations and invite them
to share their views with the deputies. Supporting
the rights of those who are downtrodden and
abused is an ancient Biblical principle to be found
in both New and Old Testaments.

| would also like to draw your attention to three
particularly significant events that are being
planned for the summer in Sidrabene. It is a
delightful coincidence that Sidrabene’s 65th
anniversary coincides with the centenary of
Latvian independence. To leave a permanent
reminder of our ties to Latvia, an oak will be
planted in Sidrabene on Saturday, May 26. In this
way we will be participating in the “Embrace
Latvia” event that took place in Latvia in 2017 with
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the planting of 100 oak trees around the border of
the country. It is a joy and a privilege that the
ambassador of Latvia to Canada, Karlis
Eihenbaums, has promised to be present and help
with planting the tree. The embassy has also
provided help to arrange for a sign like the ones
put next to the oak trees planted in Latvia to be
made for us. The oak will be planted near to the
entrance to the outdoor church, close by the
bench placed in memory of Pauls Plisis. Thank you
to Silvija Shedden for her generous donation to
make this project come to fruition.

You are all very, very welcome to come to
Sidrabene and help us with the planting, and the
festivity. It will also mark the formal beginning of
Sidrabene’s 65th year.

On July 28, 29 we will be celebrating Sidrabene all
weekend long, with a programme of events, a
picnic for congregation members and Sidrabene
supporters, and activities for campers. More
information to follow.

And to conclude, | would encourage each one of
you to remember that marking our nation’s one
hundred years since the declaration of
independence is the time to offer particular thanks
to God. Seeing so few people at our annual
thanksgiving service of independence has alway
troubled me, as it is the opposite to what | had
know before in Latvian communities in Europe. So,
please respond to this call, let’s all gather and
praise God in prayer; we will join in prayer for
those who lost so much yet whose contribution to
our heritage will never be forgotten.

I would like to thank all who played a role in the
past year in advancing our congregation’s
operations and programmes. Special recognition to
Chair Indra Mertens for her council leadership and
mediation; to departing council member Arnis
Budrévics, who for three years as Treasurer, and
this past year as Asst. Treasurer, has contributed
countless hours of financial and leadership
expertise to the congregation, council and to
Sarma Gaide in Administration; to Agris
Robeznieks and Voldemars Innus, for their
dedication to advancing the badly-needed
upgrades to the Sidrabkalns building; to Anda



Liberis for the many labour-intensive hours spent
on the Draudzes Zinas newsletter; and to Inta
Briedis for her continued support of the
congregation and leadership of the Ladies’
Auxiliary. To Janis Tannis, for continuing not only in
his role on council, taking on the task of steering
the Aid to Latvia (Palidziba Latvijai) committee and
for sourcing sound equipment for Sidrabene,
including the outdoor church, at wonderful
discounts. And to Eriks Kleperis for working with
Janis on this project, and for his many hours of
diligent effort in making this new equipment work.
We were thrilled with the end result in our services
in the outdoor church last summer.

Many thanks, too, to Andy Grinbergs for all he
does to keep Sidrabene as well as he does to
ensure it is our piece of paradise in the country. It
would only be right to extend a particular thank
you to Vilis Kleperis for his countless hours of
volunteer work assisting Andy, and property
managers before him. Vilis is no longer able to help
for health reasons, but we admire his exemplary
dedication and energy

Any vote of thanks would be sorely inadequate
without a special mention being made to our
administrator, Sarma Gaide. Sarma does more
than many of you can know to ensure that
everything works as smoothly as it can and that we
present a professional, caring voice to those who
reach out to us. Paldies, Sarma!

In Christ’s peace
Macitdja llze Kupléna-Ewart

SIDRABENE’S MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE /“PARVALDE” 2017

Sidrabene’s management committee has had a
successful year organizing the spring and fall work
bees, social events, the bocce tournament,
videofilm nights and the yearly lottery.

There were 10 monthly church services plus the
traditional services at “Jani” and during Latvian
camp. Two services were held jointly with Christ’s
Latvian congregation from Hamilton. Special
thanks to Imants & Maureen Kivlis for helping with
the services. On July 22", our church ladies
auxiliary held a congregation picnic.
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The yearly lottery in 2017 offered 10% of proceeds
to 5 winners. Since one winner donated his portion
back, Sidrabene earned a profit of $1,602.80.
Social events were financially successful, totalling
$14,651, including — “Jani” (510,568.50), Season
Opening (5863.89) and Season Closing ($2,264.61).
Major projects completed in 2017, some with
church council’s help:

* Bought 2 defibrillators.

* Replaced the deck of the Children’s lodge
“Calu kalns”.

* Installed steel doors in the dining hall of the
main building “Sidrabkalns”.

* Finally installed air conditioning at the
property manager’s house.

* Bought a video projector for the Kafe.

* Acquired a new sound system for the
outdoor church and a projector & screen
for worship services in the dining hall (with
Eriks Kleperis’ help).

Sidrabene’s management committee — “parvalde”
held 9 regular meetings and 2 joint meetings with
the church council. Thank-you to Sidrabene’s
“parvalde” members: Valdis Kaulins, Andris
Pauk3éns, Gints Zichmanis, Mara Ozols, Rita Ap3e,
Gail Ozolins, Linda Lakats, Ivars Jégeris, Krissy
Pavelson, Mudtte Schuler, Vilnis Blims, Martins
Mezulis, Valdis Paléns and Voldemars Innus as well
as Sidrabene’s property manager Andrejs
Grinbergs for their hard work. Thank-you to all the
cottagers — “Sidrabeniesi”, who helped out with
the work bees, gate duty and social events. Thank-
you to congregation members for supporting
Sidrabene with donations and for attending the
social events.

SUMMARY OF SIDRABENE'’S
RENTAL INCOME 2017

Sidrabene’s total rental income was $118,505
(including $12,000 from church):

* Halton Region school board used our
facilities from September to June for the
Bronte Creek Project (income $51,950)

Youth & Social (total $40,770):

e 3 different Army cadet groups held
weekend retreats

* Halton/Mississauga youth symphony
orchestra held a weekend retreat



e 27th Orchard scouts meet every Thursday
September to June

* Kids TV show Dino Dana was here for a
week

* Scout and Guide groups from Toronto,
Acton, Milton, Burlington and Oakville are
regularly using the main hall on weekends
from September to June

* Redeemer church in Niagara Falls hosted a
week long camp

e 3 different churches had picnics on the
property

* Kids4Kids had 2 week-long sleepover camps
at the hall and dorms, 7 weeks of day
camps by the soccer field as well as several
PD day camps (approx total rental $19,300)

Private & Commercial (total $8,710):

* Hosted 4 weddings (2 Latvian, 2 non)

* Burlington body camp (fitness class) met
here Tuesday and Thursday nights on the
outdoor dance floor

* Latvian and non-Latvian families have had
picnics and other gatherings at the main
hall and at the Kafe

* Yoga group regularly met at the Kafe

Latvian Organizations (total $5,080 including
Latvian camp):

e Latvian camp for 4 weeks ($4,000)

e “Kristus Darzs” planning day at the Kafe

* DV Canada held 3 meetings

* Toronto Latvian scouts weekend camp

Of the total rental income $2,350 was brought in
by Kafe rentals.
Camping & Overnight stays brought in $1,645.

SIDRABENE 2018
As Latvia celebrates its centenary this year,
Sidrabene will celebrate its 65" year of serving our
congregation as a children’s summer camp and as
a rural retreat for our congregation members.
In Latvia last year, as part of the centenary
celebration, 100 oak trees were planted
throughout the country. In Latvian culture the oak
tree is a symbol of strength and durability. To
celebrate Latvia’s centenary, at the season opening
on May 26 an oak tree will be planted in
Sidrabene. Latvia’s ambassador to Canada, Karlis
Eihenbaums will be present for this ceremony. A
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bronze plaque from the Latvian government will be
placed by the tree to mark the occasion. The
afternoon program will continue with a musical
presentation featuring Maria Thorburn, Alberts
Vitols and Davids Smits.

At the time of writing this, there is no one to
manage the Sidrabene Kafe this summer.
Sidrabene’s “parvalde” is asking congregation
members to help out by asking family and friends
if they would be interested in running the Kafe (see
advertisement).

Last fall, Agris RobeZnieks did a presentation at
Sidrabene that showed the proposed changes to
the main building, “Sidrabkalns” which is 40 years
old and needs repairs and improvements. The first
phase of these improvements are slated for this
summetr. The dining hall, office and storage area on
the 2" floor are slated to undergo renovations. At
the church AGM on April 8, the congregation will
be asked to approve the funds needed in order to
make these improvements.

Valdis Kaulins, Sidrabene’s “Parvalde” Chair

ADDITIONAL NEWS RE: SIDRABENE 2018
Sidrabene held its AGM on Mar 4t and elected:
Valdis Korbs, Norrie Hasspieler, Martin$ Skuja, Ivars
Jégeris, Valdis Kaulin$, Krissy Pavelson, Martin$
Mezulis, Andris Paukséns, Rob Van Den Enden,
Valdis Paléns, Linda Lakats. It is also expected that
church council will again assign their
representatives Voldemars Innus and Rita Apse to
“parvalde”.

* Major projects planned for 2018 — building
the Kafe awning, buying a new commercial
fridge for the Kafe, replacing kitchen
cupboards in the property manager’s
house.

* The Pavillion will finally be completed —
costs covered from initial donations in
memory of Juris Eglitis plus very generous
contributions from DV Canada and Eglitis
family.

* Since we had a healthy reserve available,
“parvalde” proposed resurfacing the road
leading to the cottages on the hill.
Extensive discussions arose at the AGM
about this and, as a result, the proposal
was withdrawn and “parvalde” will



continue to review and gather information
on all related issues: maintenance of all
roads in Sidrabene, safety concerns
including speed control, drainage around
roads, etc.

Two committees will be formed to plan
“Jani “ programme and Sidrabene’s 65t
anniversay celebration events.

Daily Parking pass cost remains $10, and
season pass $60, but a discount will be
offered at the church AGM where they will
sell for $50.

Rita Apse, Sidrabene’s “Parvalde” Treasurer

RESOURCES IN SIDRABENE’S COMMUNITY:

Sidrabene has purchased two defibrillators

which are located:

outside west door of Sidrabene’s
Kafe, and

by the 2nd floor main entrance of
the Main Hall (Sidrabkalns)

The following cottagers have received
training in using this equipment:

Andy Grinbergs — property manager
Lauma Stikuts — cottage #40
Martins Mezulis — cottage #75
Norrie Hasspieler — #53

Maureen Kivlis — #20

Karina Mierins — #10

Krissy Pavelson — #28

Mara Ozols — #27

We also have several Certified First Aiders
in our community:

Sandra Thiele - #57
Michael Thiele - #57
Patricia Harris - #16
Caitlyn Ireland - #34
Rob VanDenEnden - #42
Mara Ozols - #27

SOCIAL DATES 2018

Only social activities with set dates are listed
below. Other activities will be announced when
dates are known. All congregation members and
friends are invited to come to Sidrabene to enjoy
the amenities and events.

* May5- 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Sidrabene’s
spring work bee

* May 26 — Sidrabene’ s season opening
social with oak tree planting & musical
presentation

* June 23 - “Jani” celebration

e July 9 — Latvian camp work bee

¢ July 15— August 5 Latvian camp

e July 28/29 — Sidrabene’s 65t anniversary
celebrations / “Sid svétki”

* Sept 30 — “Tourchester” (40-piece
orchestra from Munich) Oktoberfest-style
concert

* Nov.10- 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Sidrabene’s
fall work bee

SIDRABENE IS INVITING APPLICATIONS
FOR
KAFE MANAGER/CHEF

For the summer weekends 2018
from May 18 to Sept. 3, from Friday
evening until Sunday afternoon or

Monday afternoon on long weekends.

Kafe operating times and days may be
extended/changed.

Overnight accomodation available in an air-
conditioned trailer.

If interested in applying, please contact
Valdis Kaulins: 905-472-2919 or
kaulins2919@rogers.com
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CAMP SIDRABENE 2018
JULY 15 - AUGUST 5

Information about Camp Sidrabene 2017 activities
and events (July 9 — Aug. 4) can be found in our
previous Newsletter — Draudzes Zinas #188,
December 2017.

Camp during the summer of 2017 was especially
memorable. Many volunteers within the camp and
wider community stepped up to make this
possible. We truly appreciate the longstanding
support of St. Andrew’s congregation (picnic), LSAK
(track + field day) and of course our ‘Sidrabeniesi’ —
cottage owners.

Sidrabene Camp committee members are
volunteers, the majority of whom are parents of
campers, who work for the betterment of our
beloved camp. New participants are always
welcome. We invite families with young children to
begin working with camp already this season to
enable us to shape our camp’s future together.
There were 5 camp committee meetings held in
2017.
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Current members are: Devin Dzelme, Debbie
Grietin$, Kurtis Grietins, Ivars Jégeris, Sandra
Kalnins, Linda Lakats, Sandra Thiele, Anita Thomas,
Inga Untiks, Linda & Rob Van Den Enden, Katrina
Vikse, with Imants Kivlis as advisor. We welcome
Elmars Berzins as the treasurer and Church council
liaison.

Youth members are Dana Grietin3, Eriks Kalnins,
Jessica Lakats and Kristin Lakats.

In comparison to previous years, weekly
attendance levels have increased, particularly in
the under age 8 category. This year we welcomed 8
new families with 11 first-time campers. We had 4
full-time participants in the CIT program and 2
graduated — Dana Grietin$ and Evan Thomas.

We are pleased to announce that Kurtis Grietin$
(program director), llze Vikse (head of Children’s
Lodge) will be returning for this summer. However,
we are looking for 2018 camp staff. Help is
especially needed in the kitchen, for crafts, First
Aid and in the Children’s Lodge.

Parents and adults are invited to share their special
gift or talent — offers of service are welcome.
We are open to any cooperative suggestion.

Due to the song festival in Latvia, camp will
operate for only 3 weeks this summer.

CAMP DATES 2018: NEW!!! Camp begins by
campers moving in from 12 noon on Sun. July 15t
with a family BBQ from 12:30 until 1:30 pm,
church service at 2:00 pm, followed by camp
opening at the flagpole.

Camp ends Sunday August 5" with a family
brunch from 9:45 until 10:45 am, church service
at 11 am, with camp closing at the flagpole
immediately afterwards.

We have consistently endeavoured to find new
ways to fundraise to support camp activities and
purchase necessary items for the children. Last
summer’s ‘SID hoodie’ fundraiser, initiated & run
by our youth, was very successful.

Our 1%t fundraiser will be held in conjunction with
Latvia’s 100t anniversary celebration and the 65t



Sidrabene’s season opening May 26, At the
planned oak tree planting, red oak potted saplings
(4 ft tall) will be available for purchase for $20 with
all proceeds going to camp Sidrabene. ‘Many
hands make light work’ (as per V. Kaulin$) — the
camp work bee will be Sat. June 9", please come!

Now and in the future, our goal is to ensure that
families have access to a safe haven where parents
can send their children during the summer to
enjoy camp in a Latvian Christian environment and
be amongst friends. We are all aware that we need
to work together for SIDRABENE. With caring and
cooperation we can achieve much. Let us support
one another in this effort, as in the end we are all
‘Sidrabeniesi’, campers, church members and
Latvians and our children are the future. We
extend a warm invitation to all to come join us on
Sunday July 29, 2018 for ‘SID SVETKI". See you in
SID!

For more information go to the church’s website:
http://www.standrewslatvian.orq/sidrabene/camp

WARM HUGS

‘Warm Hugs’ is a group of knitters, from our
congregation and from elsewhere, who gather
regularly to knit (and crochet) shawls that are
gifted to anyone that we know is undergoing heavy
life challenges or bereavement, as an expression
of our sympathy and comfort in a time of pain or
SOrrow.

This project was initiated by mac. lize, following
her own experience in England, where she found
herself alone and far from friends and family for
several weeks while making her mother’s funeral
arrangements. The gift of a hand-knitted shawl,
made by a local ‘Warm Hugs’ group and presented
to mac. llze by the minister who was assisting with
the arrangements, was deeply appreciated, as a
token of their sympathy and love in this sad and
lonely time.

Once home, mac. lize invited our congregation’s
knitters to form our own group. We have been
gathering monthly in the homes of group members
for more than a year. In fact, the response has

WARM HUGS knitters: llze Lapsa, Valda Bérzins,
mac. llze, Mara Goba, and below, far left,
Skaidrite Leja

been so enthusiastic that we now have two groups
meeting regularly, one in downtown Toronto, the
other to the east of the city. The next meeting of
the Toronto group is scheduled for Wednesday,
April 11 at the home of Daila Dzintars at 278
Airdrie Rd, Toronto. New members are always
welcome! We are more than happy to teach basic
knitting and crocheting skills to anyone interested,
and a supply of needles and yarn is also available.

We blessed the first 12 shawls at the Mother’s Day
service last year, and a number of those have
been distributed since. Anyone who would like to
suggest a recipient for a ‘Warm Hugs’ shawl is
invited to contact the church office or mac. lize.

Skaidrite Leja
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OUT OF THE COLD

This past January 20th we had the privilege to look
after the most needy portion of our community in
Toronto. It took many hands to accomplish this
with the help of our congregation's first home, the
old German Lutheran church on Bond St. Many
thanks to the confirmation group and their parents
in assisting. The coffee table they organized one
Sunday after worship raised over $400 dollars for
"Out of the Cold". That money was used to cover
the cost of hats and a few other items. So thank
you to everyone who donated either time, money
or goods.

This opportunity to give back to our larger
community is important to us not only as a
Christian church but also as good stewards of this
world we live in. Our younger generations had an
opportunity to experience contact with those that
are in hardship and truly are dependent on others.
This experience opened their eyes and not only did
they witness and participate in interaction with
people but hopefully changed their beliefs or view
of the less fortunate.

Our Latvian community evolved in Canada from
being new immigrants struggling to make ends
meet and build a new life in a new land. The
Latvian community would not have thrived and
embedded itself into what we now know it as if it
had not had some help from others as well.

This world truly becomes a better place when we
reduce the number of people struggling and those
in need. Hopefully we were able to at least touch
the 140 to 150 people to whom we were able to
provide some food, toiletries and goodies. | think
everyone participating felt their sincere thanks and
the presence of the Lord in them. Thank you to
everyone who helped in their own way.

Imants Kivlis
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M St. John’s Latvian
Lutheran Church
200 Balmoral Avenue

Sveta Jana Baznica
200 Balmoral Avenue
Sunday, May 13
5:00 - 1:00 ¢
$15 per person, 4
children 6 - 12 $5, under & free

):( All proceeds to 44
families in need in Latvia

Svetdien, 13. maijs

|l 9:00 - 1:00

LIl $15, bemiem no 6 g.v.-12 g.v $5,
|\ bérniem Iidz & g.v. par brivu

¥ Visi ienakumi par labu tracigam
gimeném Latvija

Aid to Latvia Committee, St. Andrew’s

Palidziba Latvijai komiteja,
Latvian Lutheran Congregation

Sv. Andreja draudze

MOTHER’S DAY
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13. MAIJA — GIMENES DIENA
09:00 “BURVIGAS BROKASTIS” par labu

“Palidziba Latvijai” projektiem
11:00 DIEVKALPOJUMS ABAS VALODAS ar
dievgaldu (Sv. Andreja)

MAY 13 — MOTHER’S DAY
09:00 - 11:00 The Aid to Latvia committee

presents: Mother’s Day Beautiful Breakfast
($15 per person / children 6-12 $5 / under 6 free)

All proceeds go to families in need in Latvia.
11:00 WORSHIP IN BOTH LANGUAGES with
Communion (St. Andrew’s)



Amerikas latviesu baptistu draudzu koru apvienibas
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GARIGAIS KONCERTS
Svétdien, 2018. g. 29. aprili
pl. 12:00, Sv. Jana baznica

200 Balmoral Avenue, Toronto

IEEJA BRIVA—kolekte

Kopkori piedalas dziedataji no
Amerikas Latviesu baptistu draudzu koriem,
Toronto draudzém un apkartnes

Programma:

E. ESenvalda, P. Vaska, J. Liséna, V. Bastika, A. Purva
un citu latvieSu komponista skandarbi
Dziesmu izvéle par godu Latvijas simtgadei.

Instrumentalisti, stigu ansamblis un solisti

Dirigenti:
Gunta Plostniece, Sarma Alle, Ralfs Augstroze, Vaira Gertnere
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