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KOMITEJAS 2025 COMMITTEES

PADOME / COUNCIL

Liga MiklaSevics (priekSséde), Anita Bredovskis*, Agris Robeznieks, Andris Starasts, Indra Mertens, Indra Liepins,
Mara Zalcmanis, Marisa Zubans, Astrida Kalnins*, Karlis Siksna* + mac. Dags Demandts
(*norada, kuriem termin$ padomé beidzas / members with term ending)

VALDE / EXECUTIVE

Liga MiklaSevics (priek8séde), Anita Bredovskis, Agris RobeZnieks, Andris Starasts + mac. Dags Demandts

PERMINDERI / ALTAR GUILD

Guntis Bérzins, Linda Luck, Iréna Buls, Maureen & Imants Kivlis (Sidrabené) + mac. Dags Demandts

MUZIKAS KOMITEJA / MUSIC COMMITTEE
Davids Smits, Vaira Gertners + mac. Dags Demandts

INVESTICIJAS KOMITEJA / INVESTMENT COMMITTEE

Andris Starasts, Ivars Grimba, Voldemars Innus, Andris Pauk8éns, Auseklis Zakis, Karlis Siksna

DAMU KOMITEJA / LADIES’ AUXILIARY

Anita Bredovskis (priekSniece), Imants Kivlis (priekSnieks), Maureen Kivlis (priekSniece), Inta Briedis, Velta Zvidris,
Krista Amolins, llze Morgensterns, Aija Fogelis-Wood, Mudtte Schuler, Michael Wood + Sarma Gaide, + mac. Dags

Demandts

“PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI” KOMITEJA / AID TO LATVIA

Andris Rubenis (priekSnieks), Janis Tannis, Auseklis Zakis, mac. lize Kupléns-Ewart + mac. Dags Demandts

SIDRABENES PARVALDE / SIDRABENE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE }
Gundars Briedis (priekdnieks), Anita May, Arnis Kalnins, Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart, Viktors Korbs, Michael Wood, Zanis

Valdmanis + mac. Dags Demandts

SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNES KOMITEJA / CAMP SIDRABENE
Natalija Vagners, Dana Grietin$, Sandra Kalnin$g, Inga Untiks, Eriks Kalnin$, Caitlyn Ireland, Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart,
Lara Zentins, Riley Steinhards, leva Siksna + mac. Dags Demandts

APRUPES GRUPA / SENIORS’ OUTREACH:

Mudite Schuler, Inta Briedis, Anda Liberis, Liga MiklaSevics, Sarma Gaide + mac. Dags Demandts

DRAUDZES LOCEKLU APSVEIKSANA / GREETING CARDS: Liga Gaide

DRAUDZES ZINAS /| NEWSLETTER
Anda Liberis, Sarma Gaide + mac. Dags Demandts

STATISTIKA 2025 STATISTICS

MIRUSI / DECEASED (14) Rosmarie Augulis, Ausma Dreimanis, Daila Dzintars, liga Gulbis, Vitauts Kalnins, Lilita
Kelle, Vilis Kleperis, Marta Kuze, Skaidrite Miezis, Vineta Pavars, Inta Scerbakova, Ingrida Vairogs, Valentins

Vilmanis, Valerie Zentins

IESTAJUSIES / NEW MEMBERS (2)
Sandra Clark, Larisa Rubenis

KRISTITI / BAPTIZED (4)
Dezmond John Alexander Draxler, Ava Sofija Kalns,
Shepherd Christopher Sweet, Maija Linden Vasarais

DRAUDZES LOCEKLI KOPUMA / 2025 CHANGES
Kristiti: 2 / Miru8i: 14 / lestajusies: 2

Locekli / Members 31.12.2025: kopuma (in total) 567 /
pilntiesigi (adults) 443

2025. g. DIEVKALPOJUMI / 2025 WORSHIP
Klatiené baznica: 30

TieSraide / live-streamed: 30 (“ZO0OM”)

Klatiené Sidrabené: 8

Nometnes laika: 5 + 4 sveciSu svétbrizi

Kristus Darzs: 5

Citi / Other: Kapu Svétki / Memorial service

In-person worship in Toronto: 30 with Zoom

In-person Sidrabene: 8 / with Camp: 5 + 4 candlelight
services



MACITAJA DAGA DEMANDTA ZINOJUMS PAR KALPOSANU 2025. GADA

Milas masas un brali Kristu!

Pateicos Dievam un jums, Sv. Andreja evangéliski luteriskajai latvieSu draudzei Toronto, par
ceturto kopa nokalpoto gadu, kop$ esmu jasu vida.

Aizvadttaja gada kopuma tika novaditi 62 dievkalpojumi/svétbrizi Sv. Jana baznica, Sidrabené un
Kristus darza. Loti svarigu darbu veic miusu draudzes pérminderi, nodrosinot, ka viss ir labi noorganizéts
pirms un péc dievkalpojumiem.

Mdasu dievkalpojumi pilséta turpina but pieejami ka klatiené, ta art virtuali caur “Zoom”. Més
uzskatam, ka ir loti svarigi piedavat iespé€ju tiem, kas netiek uz baznicu, piedalities dievkalpojuma “Zoom”
platforma.

Esmu |oti pateicigs, ka kalpoju nevis ka viens macitajs, bet ka ar macitaju Girtu esam divi, kuri
rotacijas karta vadam dievkalpojumus pilséta un atbalstam, un aizvietojam viens otru, kad ir vajadziba.
Turpinam ar1 Sidrabené noturét kopigus dievkalpojumus ar Hamiltonas Kristus draudzi vismaz 2 reizes
gada.

Dievs mas turpina sveétit ar |oti izcilu mizikas komandu, kas kuplina masu dievkalpojumus gan ar
tradicionalu, gan masdienigu maziku. Liela pateiciba piendkas masu érgelniekam un mazikas direktoram
Davidam Smitam, Vairai Gertnerei, Albertam Vitolam un Maria Thorburn.

Loti lielu darbu turpina veikt mdsu uzticama damu komiteja, regulari organizéjot sadraudzibu péc
dievkalpojumiem pilséta un Sidrabené. Damas nekad neatsaka kalpoSanas iesp&jam.

Ar lielu prieku turpinu kalpoSanu ar bérniem un jaunieSiem, vadot iesvétes macibas un bérnu
uzrunas dievkalpojumos. Pagajusaja gada iesvétes macibu uzsaka 4 jauniesi kuri gatavojas iesvétities 81
gada maija beigas. Es arT turpinu macit ticlbas macibu Toronto latvieSu skola, kur arT vadu rita uzrunas.
Sidrabenes nometné vadiju dievkalpojumus, sveciSu vakarus un ticibas macibu.

Man personigi ir bijis |oti stiprinoSi veikt apciemojumus un sniegt Svéto vakarédienu cilvékiem
Kristus darza un majas. Ziemsvétkos sagatavojam un izdalijam 21 svétku pacinu, kuras palidzeja izdalit
iesvetamie.

Mes ka draudze turpinam atbildét Dieva aicindjumam un teikt Vinam “Ja” tad, kad vin$ sauc. Loti
svétigas ir masu Ukrainas palidzibas akcijas. Ipasi humanitaro medicinas labdaribas projekts, kura latviesu
brivpratigie no "Ganta fonda" evakué ievainotos karavirus un civiliedzivotajus Donbasa rajona Ukraina!
Musu saziedotie ITdzek|i ($7,000) tika veltiti defibrilatora un sirdsdarbibas monitora iegadei — defibrilators ir
jau iegadats, ko lietos atra palidziba, kura jau strada, glabjot dzivibas!

Patiesibas un Izliguma aicinajums turpinas. Dievkalpojumus Sidrabené uzsakam regulari ar misu
Land acknowledgemnet ko sagatavoja Ina Legzdina:

“Labrit! Ir, patie§am labs rits!

Esam sanakusi Seit — vieta, kur esam tuvu zemes klépim, kur ieklausamies putnu dziesmas un
kukainu dik$anu, kur dzivnieki aizslid pa énam. Te, kur no zalumiem un kokiem jltam svaigu, atdzivinoSu
gaisu. Upite sagada dzives tdeni un zivis. Te viss vajadzigais, lai labi justos un savu dvéseli piepilditu ar
zemes spéku. Kopa pateiksim viniem paldies no visas sirds. Paldies!

We begin by acknowledging the land and our responsibility to care for and respect all that
provides us with life. Here we listen to birds singing and insects humming, watch animals walking in the
shadows. From the trees and grass we feel the refreshing cool air. The creek offers life-giving water and
fish. Everything that is needed for well-being and nourishing your soul. Together let’s tell them thank you
from the bottom of our hearts. Thank you!

We gather here within the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation as well as the traditional territory of the Attiwonderonk and Haudenosaunee peoples. Mutually
beneficial relationships and reconciliation take root by learning and understanding the true history, treaty
obligations and Indigenous Rights while collectively respecting and caring for the land. Then — take the next
step — reach out and offer to work together side by side to start on the path to personal connections.”

2025. g. National Day for Truth and Reconciliation es brivpratigi kalpoju Mohawk Resedential
skola, Brantford. Skola $aja datuma tika pirmoreiz atvérta publikai. Planoju Sogad rikot misu draudzei
ekskursiju uz So bijuso skolu.

2026. g. ar1 dzirdésim un iesaistisimies jauna LELBA jaunatnes nozares labdaribas projekta! Par
to driz iznaks zinas!

Vélos no sirds pateikties visiem par kalpoSanu aizgajusaja 2025. gada un aicinu ikkatru
pievienoties Saja 2026. gada jaunas kalpo$anas iespéjas!

Jasu macitajs Dags



Dear Sisters and Brothers,

We give thanks to God for the year of 2025 and look ahead. Our worship services in 2025 were
held in-person and virtually using the hybrid model. Zoom has allowed us to continue to welcome
worshippers from far and wide; from across the GTA, Ontario, Canada and even from other countries.

How true the following words that are found on our website: “A Lutheran Congregation in the heart of
the city and beyond.” In the past year we, the people of God, have been actively engaged in bringing the
word of God to people in the city, Sidrabene and beyond. Be it in traditional worship services or our more
contemporary model in our monthly service in Sidrabene. We give thanks for our worship team led by
Davids Smits, Vaira Gertners, Maria Thorburn and Alberts Vitols. Music is truly an important cornerstone of
our congregation.

Our children’s/youth ministry continues to be very important as | teach children about God in the
Toronto Latvian school and Sidrabene. This year we are blessed with 4 confirmands preparing for
confirmation in May of 2026. Thanks be to God!

We as the people of God need to be regularly reminded of our mission statement and calling:

“We are a Lutheran congregation working towards reconciliation, peace and taking care of all Creation. As a
congregation of Latvian heritage, we continue coming together in worship and celebration, through the
grace of God, ready to answer the calling to serve our neighbours and the global community.”

We do this by being actively involved in the Work of Truth and Reconciliation, supporting those in
need here and abroad. We especially have answered the call to help our brothers and sisters in Ukraine
who continue to persevere.

We give thanks for this past year and look ahead, may God lead, surprise and renew us as we
continue our journey as people of God — St. Andrew's Evangelical Lutheran Latvian Congregation!

Pastor Dag

PADOMES PRIEKSSEDES ZINOJUMS

“Mieru Es jums atstaju, Savu mieru Es jums dodu; ne ka pasaule dod, Es jums dodu.
Jasu sirdis lai neiztriikstas un neizbistas.” (Jana 14:7)

Sogad atkal iesaku ar ldg$anu par sirds mieru, politisko mieru un pasaules mieru. Ir grti noskatities un
noklaustties, ka pasaulé turpinas augt nemiers un kd masu kaimins pievienojas Krievijas un citiem
vardarbigiem valdniekiem, kuri neiegaumé un neievéro Apvienoto Naciju Organizacijas pamatprincipus par
citu valstu suverenu vienlidzibu un brivibu. Jau ceturto gadu Ukrainas tauta cinas par savu brivibu. Pat
misu Kanada tiek apdraudéta ar vardiem un nepieklajigiem zestiem. Ka Latvijas tautas diasporas bérni un
peécnaceji més parak labi saprotam miera un cienas nozimi starp tautam. Vienosimies ligSanas un
pastavésim par visu tautu brivibu!

2025. g. septembrT LELBA konferencé arch. Karlis Zols izteica bazas par to. ka krievija neievéro Igaunijas,
Somijas un Polijas suveréno gaisa telpu un par krievu armijas sapulcésanu pie Polijas robezas. Ka draudzei
mums ir jastiprina savstarpéjas saites un jadalas atbildiba par mieru un jaaizstav tas, kas ir pareizi. Ar
lepnumu zinoju, ka mac. Daga vadiba misu draudze sadarbojas ar Latvijas “Ganta Fondu”, saziedojot pari
par $7,000, lai palidzétu iegadaties defibrilatorus un sirds darbibas aparatus un palidzétu Latvijas
brivpratigajiem medikiem evakuét 312 ievainotos zaldatus un civiliedzivotajus no frontes zonas Donbasa
rajona Ukraina.

Biju Latvija rudent, kad pari par 10,000 jauni un veci laudis demonstréja pret Latvijas saeimas Iémumu
izstaties no Stambulas konvencijas, kas aizsarga sievietes un gimenes no vardarbibas. lzstasanos
aktivizéja konservativas, populistiskas opozicijas partijas, argumentéjot, ka konvencija veicinot nevélamu
“dzimumu ideologiju” un “radikalu feminismu”. Tas apgalvoja, ka Iemums bija vajadzigs, lai aizsargatu
tradicionalas vértibas, un ka konvencija esot par daudz agresiva un uzbaziga. EksistéjoSie valsts likumi jau
pietiekami aizsargajot gimenes pret vardarbibu. Tomér, pretéji Sim apgalvojumam, statistika liecina, ka
Latvijai ir visaugstakie sievieSu slepkavibas raditdji ES. Valsts prezidents Edgars Rinkévic€s ar veto atcéla
izstaSanos no konvencijas un Sis likumprojekts ir noziméts parskatiSanai péc 2026. g. véleSanam. Mums ir
jasaprot un jaapzinas, kas notiek pasaulé ap mums. Dazreiz, ari ja liekas, ka esam parak mazs skaits, lai
kaut ko pasaulé mainitu, es argumentétu, ka meés ikkatrs varam panakt parmainas, ka liecina noverojumi
misu pasu mazaja kopiena.



Sogad aprit 77 gadi kop$ Sv. Andreja ev. lut. latvie$u draudzes dibinaSanas. P&c visiem $iem gadiem masu
draudzes Tpasums, Sidrabene, turpina bt vieta, kur var baudtt dabu un sanakt kopa latviskos kulturalos
sarikojumos un svinibas. Bérnu nometne ir piedzivojusi atjaunoSanos, un Sidrabene arT ir novértéta un
pieprasita vieta arpus latvieSu sabiedribas. Patlaban “Evergreen Steam Academy” (privatskola) jau piekto
gadu ir mUsu galvena Trétaja ar interesi turpinat arf 2026./2027. macibu gada. “Kids4Kids” un “Kahuna”
nometnes jau 25 vasaras turpina rét telpas/platibu Sidrabené un tagad piedava lidzdaltbu nometnes
TpaSuma uzlaboSana. Sidrabenes bérnu nometnes vadiba jau piecus gadus veiksmigi vada ziemas
nometni, un pédéjos tris gadus ir novadijusi popularo un veiksmigo pludmales volejbola turniru janija.
Bravo un paldies!

Ja nesat vél paspéjusi apmeklét Sidrabeni, laipni aicinam uz dievkalpojumiem pirmajas ménesa svétdienas
vai uz Janiem un citiem kulturaliem pasakumiem, vai tapat baudit svaigo gaisu daba!

Sidrabene ir draudzes vienigais Tpasums un milzu atbildiba ar lieliem uzturéSanas izdevumiem. Bez
sadarbibas ar Sidrabenes parvaldi un vasarnicu Tpasniekiem draudze nevarétu segt Sidrabenes
apsaimnieko$anas izdevumus. Sidrabenes ienakumi nak no vasarnicu Tpasnieku nodevam, no Trniekiem,
brivpratigo sidrabenieSu darbibas un no ziedojumiem. Sidrabenes parvalde, Gundara Brieza vadiba, kopa
ar vasarnicu Tpasniekiem ir veikusi lielus, vajadzigus remontdarbus Sidrabené, pieméram iebrauk$anas
cela parbavi un paplasinaSanu péc tam, kad celS saka iebrukt upité. Vini partpéjas, lai celS batu gatavs
ltdz Janiem. Ar draudzes ieguldttajiem $300,000 vini arT parraudzija jaunas apkures un dzesinasanas
sistémas uzstadisanu Sidrabkalna lielaja zal€, ieskaitot telpas visparéjo remontu — gridas segumu,
elektribu, apgaismoSanu un izkrasoSanu. Ceram ka Sie remontdarbi veicinas lielas zales nakotnes
iziréSanas iespé€jas.

Sidrabené ir nepiecieSams veikt daudz uzlabojumu, tadé| Sim nollkam ir izstradats stratégiskais plans, ko
padome ir apstiprinajusi, lai varétu sekot Iidz vajadzigajiem remontdarbiem un uzlabojumiem. Més dzivojam
stridiga, tiesvedibu milosa sabiedriba, kadé| Sidrabenei un draudzei tiek izstradats ar1 riska parvaldibas
plans. Gundars Briedis seko [1dz jautajumiem vai problémam sakara ar Sidrabeni vai ar Trniekiem — “ESA”
skolu un “Kahuna” nometni. Sidrabenes parvaldniekam, David Sweet, pienakas liela pateiciba par darbu un
saskanigam attiecibam. Vin$ regulari informé Gundaru par Sidrabenes lietam un uztur paSumu laba
kartiba. Pagajusa gada septembri apsveicam David un Marian ar gimenes pieaugumu — délu, Shepherd.

Visi papildus darbinieki, draudzes locekli, ir gaiditi piedalities Sidrabenes talkas, kas ir nepiecieSamas
Sidrabenes uzturéSanai. Brivpratigajiem talciniekiem nav jabdt tikai vasarnicu 1pasniekiem. Aicinu jas
iegadaties Sidrabenes sezonas karti par $40, kas ne tikai atlaus iebrauk$anu Sidrabeng, bet ar palidzés
uzturét Sidrabeni un tas celus un ékas laba kartiba.

Arvien vairak ievéeroju, cik daudz misu sabiedribas locek|u dzivo vientuliba, atsvesinati no

nozimigam attiecibam ar citiem. Mums ka draudzei ir spé&ja spert solus, lai veicinatu izmainas un mums |oti
vajadzigi jusu ieteikumi. Dariet mums zindmu, kas jus uzrunatu! Mums ir grupa draudzes loceklu, kas
regulari nak uz dievkalpojumiem, lai atbalstitu draudzi un viens otru. Misu damu komiteja strada
nenogurstosi ar radosSu izdomu, k& sagadat interesantus sarikojumus un sadraudzibas brizus péc
dievkalpojumiem. Priecajamies, ka masu macitajs Dags ir tik laipns un pretimnakoss pret visiem, |oti
atbalstods un atvérts. Daudzas darbigas rokas un sirdis uztur masu draudzi un atbalsta msu macitaju.
Liela pateiciba pienakas Sarmai Gaidei, draudzes administratorei, un visiem brivpratigajiem darbiniekiem.
Jusu darbs draudzé ir nenoveértéjams! Paldies!

Izsakam atzinibu “Palidziba Latvijai” komitejai, kas artbalsta mdsu masu draudzes Latvija un zupas virtuvi
Riga. Prasa lielas plles sagatavot partikas grozus Ziemassvétkos un Lieldienas, ko izdalit pensionariem un
tricigam gimeném. Sovasar paredzéts turpinat atbalstit trlicigu bérnu, ieskaitot ukrainu bérnu,
piedaliSanos vasaras nometnés. Juisu Ziemsvétku ziedojumi dod iespéju veikt So svétigo labdaribas darbu!

Kas batu dievkalpojumi bez skaistas, pacilajosas mazikas? Izsakam pateicibu masu érgelniekam, Davidam
Smitam, kur$ bagatina dievkalpojumus, spél€jot savu izvéléto maziku, ka arT pieaicinot citus mazikus.
Paldies Vairai Gertnerei par dziedasanu dievkalpojumos un palidzibu ar mizikas pasakumu izkartoSanu, ka
arm Albertam Vitolam un Maria Thornburn, kuri ar spé€léSanu un dziedasanu kuplina Sidrabenes
dievkalpojumus.



Pateiciba draudzes padomei, Sidrabenes parvaldei, Sidrabenes parvaldniekam — David Sweet, Danai
Grietinai — Sidrabenes nometnes komandantei un nometnes vadibai, Sidrabenes nometnes komitejai,
Damu komitejai, “Palidziba Latvijai” komitejai un visiem komiteju locekliem par vinu energiju, darbu un
atbalstu. Paldies arT pérminderiem, svéto rakstu lasitajiem, Beatei Augustanei par technisko palidzibu ar
Zoom un baznicas saimniecei, Ritai Ziedinai.

Esmu Tpasi pateiciga par labo sapratni un sadarbibu ar Sv. Jana draudzes macitaju, Girtu Grietinu,
draudzes padomi, un draudzes locekliem. Esam jau 10 gadu sekmigi darbojuSies kopa zem viena jumtal!

Izsaku dzilu pateictbu macitajam Dagam par vina energisko darbo$anos un draudzes garigo vadibu, par
vecako draudzes loceklu apciemoSanu un nodarbosanos ar bérniem un jaunieSiem.

Lai Dievs svétl un vada masu draudzi uz panakumiem nakotné!
Ar Dieva paligu,
Liga Miklasevica
Padomes priekSséde

Kad pirms pieciem gadiem uzsaku savu darbibu ka draudzes padomes priek8séde, man tika uzlikts
piendkums sabalansét draudzes budzZetu. Tas ir iesp&jams tikai tad, ja ienakoSie ziedojumi dubultojas.
Masu probléma ir ta, ka liela dala mdsu draudzes loceklu draudzei vispar neka neziedo. Ja jus neesat
ziedojusi, aicinu jis uzstadit ikménesa ziedojumu par minimalo $50 summu. lkménesa ziedojumi palidz
nodroSinat pamatu uz ka turpinat attistit nakotnei to, ko musu priekste€i mums atstajusi un palidzes
balansét budzetu.

leteiktais minimalais ziedojums no katra pieaugu$a draudzes locekla ir $500 gada, lai varétu segt draudzes
darbibas izdevumus.

Izsaku atzinibu un pateicibu draudzes locekliem, kuri ir turpinajusi atbalstit draudzi ar regulariem un
dasniem ziedojumiem!

DAMU KOMITEJAS DARBIBA 2025. GADA

2025. gads bija loti razigs un aiznemts misu komitejas damam un kungiem.
Februara ménesi iesakam ar Sirsninu sadraudzibu un Bingo spéli un nobeidzam ménesi ar pankiku
pusdienam.

Marta “aizcelojam” uz Griekiju, kur dzirdéjam mac. Daga priekslastjumu par Apustuli Pavilu un édam grieku
stila pusdienas. Ménesa beigas, ar draudzes padomes locek|u palidzibu, uzklajam bagatigu galdu, lai
pacienatu draudzes pilnsapulces dalibniekus.

Aprila sakuma pasniedzam “CilT” pusdienas péc Sidrabenes dievkalpojuma. Lieldienas kopa ar Sv. Jana
draudzes damam, sagatavojam svétku brokastis abam draudzém.
Svingéjam Latvijas neatkaribas atjauno$anu 4. maija Sidrabené kopa ar Hamiltonas draudzi pie balti klatiem

galdiem un ar glaunu auksto galdu. TanT reizé arT uzklausijam Jura Ulmana priek$lasijumu par Ukrainas

karu un vina daltbu taja. Pie mums arf bija parsteiguma viesis — jaunievélétais LELBP archibiskaps Karlis

Zols. Visus ienakumus no sadraudzibas pusdienam noziedojam LELBP “Misijas Fondam”.

Junija ménesi musu komiteja piedalijas Sidrabenes pludmales voleja nogalé (n&, mums nebija komanda!) —
pasniedzam brokastis un pusdienas kafejnica svétdien péc dievkalpojuma. Paris nedélas velak

saimniekojam kafejnica Janu svinibu nedélas nogalé.

Péc klusakas vasaras, atsakam rudens posmu ar kukurizas (corn roast) pusdienam 14. septembrT, kad art

nosvinéjam mac. Daga dzim3anas dienu.

Oktobra ménesT nosvinéjam Plaujas svétkus divas reizes! — Sidrabenég, 5. oktobrt, ar siltdm pusdienam un
loteriju un pilséta 12. oktobrT ar titara piragiem (turkey pot pies). MéneSa beigas Reformacijas svétkos ar
prieku noklausijamies divu jaunieSu atstastijumus par piedaliSanos “Sveika, Latvija” celojuma, ka art viena
jaunieda stastijumu par piedaliSanos “Kursa”, rietumkrasta vasaras vidusskola. Visi tris jauniesi sanéma
financialu atbalstu no damu komitejas.



Tad sakas piparkiku cepSana. Tris reizes sanaca kopa piparkiku cepSanas komanda, izrullét, izspiest,
izcept un iepakot piparkikas pardoSanai. Paldies tam damam un tiem kungiem, kas citigi stradajal Nevar
aizmirst arT ¢aklas miklas gatavotajas — Intu Briedi, Maureen Kivli un Mudtti Schuler — paldies jums! Un
itseviSks paldies Ernai Kivlei, kura noziedoja visus produktus un Intai Briedei, kura noziedoja visas
gardvielas!

Sidrabené péc 2. novembra dievkalpojuma sekoja sadraudziba ar mac. lizes prezentaciju par

Sieviesu ordinacijas 50 gadu jubileju Latvija, kur vina bija piedalijusies.

Novembra beigas piedalijamies Sv. Jana draudzes Ziemsvétku tirdzina, kur, bez piparkikam piedavajam
pirkSanai: piragus (Mudtte Schuler); sausas zupas (Marisa Zubane); vistas aknu pastéti (Anita Bredovska);
un dazadus Ziemsvétku gardumus, ko bija gatavojusas Krista Amolina, Mudtte Schuler, Aija Wood un
Maureen Kivle.

DecembrT nosvinéjam adventa otro svétdienu Sidrabené ar siltam pusdienam un ienakumus noziedojam
Burlington Food Bank. TreSaja adventa péc dievkalpojuma sadraudziba piedavajam siltas pusdienas,
notika art kopd2|edasana ko vadija dazas Klaritas ansambla dziedatajas, un Ziemsvétku loterija. Sogad,
pirmo reizi péc ilgiem gadiem, damu komiteja nosvingja savu Ziemsvétku egliti pirms svéetkiem. 20.
decembrl. pie svecidu gaismas ar dziesmam un programmu Veltas Zvidres vadiba, kur piedalijas visi, kas
bija damu komitejai palidzejusi SinT gada. Nobeidzam gadu ar vecgada vakara dievkalpumu un sadraudzibu
ar glazi vina pie sveciSu gaismas.

Vel art vajadzétu pieminét, ka 2025. gada Sv. Andreja draudzes damu komiteja “iekapa” 21. gadsimtent un
saka pienemt maksajumus ar debit un kredit kartem, lai cilvékiem batu vieglak atbalstit damu komitejas
darbibu!

DK Statistika:

Sadraudzibas kafijas galdi pilséta — 18

Paplasinati sadraudzibas kafijas galdi pilséta - 7

Sidrabenes dievkalpojumi ar pusdienam vai kafijas galdiem — 8

Lielaki pasakumi — 3: Sidrabenes Volejbola Turnirs, Sidrabenes Jani, Sv. Jana dr. Ziemsvétku tirdzins
Piparkiku talkas — 3

Piragu talkas — 1

DK locekli — 8 damas un 2 kungi

Sédes — 1 klatieng, 2 “zoom” platforma

Atbalsts labdarbibas organizacijam/projektiem:
Toronto LatvieSu Biedribas Sestdienas Skola
Kristus Darzs
Scott Mission
Star Santa Claus Fund
Daily Bread Food Bank
Make a Wish Foundation
Churches on the Hill Food Bank

Paldies Sv. Andreja draudzes padomei, ka art visiem draudzes locekliem par atbalstu. Liels un sirsnigs
paldies tiem draudzes locekliem, kuri atsaucas, kad més mekléjam paligus atsevidkiem pasakumiem.

Dievpaligu vélot,
Anita Bredovska
Damu komitejas varda



“PALIDZIBA LATVIJAI” KOMITEJAS DARBIBAS PARSKATS PAR 2025. GADU

Komiteja “Palidziba Latvijai” tika dibinata 1988. g. ar mandatu satit palidzibu un partiku tiesi tricigajiem
cilvékiem un arT pamatiedzivotaju pasu nevalstiskam organizacijam, kas palidz cilvekiem uz vietas Latvija.
Mes tadé| izmantojam itin visus lidzek|us, kas tiek ziedoti, gan no misu draudzes, gan art no visiem citiem
ieinteresétiem ziedotajiem. Pa Siem gadiem, més esam izveidojusi cieSas, siltas saites ar vairakam
draudzém un citam grupam Latvija. Meés turpinam raudzities, vai bitu kadas citas grupas, kam kritiski
nepiecieSama palidziba.

Pateicoties brinikigai Ziemassvétku koklétei, vispargjiem labsirdigajiem ziedotajiem, un seviski vienam
pravam ziedojumam, més esam spé&jusi paplasinat savu palidzibas sanémeéju loku.

Sobrid, mums ir tris “masu draudzes” (Daudzevas, Durbes un Zemites draudzes). Més vinu
pensionariem, tricigajiem un daudz bérnu gimeném arvien sttam “davanu grozinus” vismaz paris reizes
gada. Meés arT atbalstam vinu bérniem un jaunieSiem vasaras nometnes, ko vini citadi nevarétu atlauties.
Mes atbalstam Grobinu skolu, Griezes vasaras nometni, Rigas Sv. Pestitaja anglikanu draudzes Zupas
virtuvi, mazu “Senioru klubu” Riga. biedribu “TUVU”, kas veidoja vasaras nometni 50 jaunieSiem
Jelgavas rajona un kristigo nometnu centru “Ergla sparni”, kas veidoja vasaras nometni 55 ukrainu
bérniem Latvija.

Sogad més tapat planojam visus atbalstit un arvien meklét, vai ir kadi citi tricigie, kas varbat ir izslid&jusi
caur dzives nezéligajam spraugam. Pédéja gada, més esam varéjusi satit pari par $32,000 vértiba
palidzibu Latvijai.

Visu pateicigo sanémeéju varda, no sirds izsakam lielu paldies jums visiem!

Andris Rubenis
“Palidziba Latvijai” priekSsédis

SIDRABENES PARVALDES 2025. GADA PARSKATS

Es vélos izteikt visdzilako pateicibu brivpratigajiem, kuri kartéjo reizi ir palidz&jusi — dazi klusi un
neuzkritosi, citi ar patiesi herkuléniskam pulém. Katrs ieguldijums ievérojami stiprina Sidrabeni un tiek |oti
novértéts. Paldies jums!

Izaicinajumu parvarésana

Uzsakot 2025. gada darbibas sezonu, més saskaramies ar krizi, kas draudéja izjaukt visus vasaras planus:
upe bija izskalojusi kritisku iebraucama cela posmu. Tas, kas varéja k|Gt par smagu triecienu masu
kopienai, tika atrisinats ar atru un kopigu ricibu.

Sadarbojoties, més steidzigi atrisinajam krizes situaciju, parvaréjam nepiecieSamos atlauju Skérs|us un
izbUvéjam pastavigu apvedcelu blakus izskalota cela posmam — tieSi laika uz Janiem! Brivpratigo darba un
divu nozimigu financialu ziedojumu kopsavienojums bija neticams atbalsts, kas ne tikai salaboja celu, bet
ari noteica izturibas un apnémibas toni visam gadam.

Sezonas spilgtakie notikumi
Musu kopienas gars bija skaidri redzams visa gada garuma:

Pavasara talka: Gandriz 50 dalibnieku, tostarp vasarnicu Tpasnieki un kopienas locekli, pievienojas mums,
lai sagatavotu teritoriju.

Pludmales volejbola turnirs: Izcili panakumi, pateicoties lieliskai organizacijai un pieaugoSajam dalibnieku
un skatitaju skaitam.

Jani: Fantastiska programma, kas pulcéja briniskigu apmeklétaju pulku.

Paviljons: V&l viens vérienigs "Cau" pasdkums nodroSinaja paliekoSus uzlabojumus paviljona zona.
Kopienas izklaide: "Trivia Night", kas tagad ir kopienas favorits, atgriezas kopa ar BBQ ribinu cepSanas
sacensibam, un sezonas nosléguma Velu laika (Halovina) pasakuma piedalijas daudz "mazo
sidrabeniesu”.

Town Hall (Sidrabenes kopsapulce): Piedalijas labs skaits, lai gan ceru redzét vél vairak no jums
nakamaja reize!

Sidrabenes teritorija: Daudzi iek$gjie celi tika ievérojami uzlaboti un atbilstoSi nolidzinati.

Parasta gada Sidrabenes galvena iebraucama cela nepiecieSamie krizes situacijas izraisttie parbives darbi
bdtu bijusi madsu lielakais sasniegums. Tomér Sogad Sidrabkalna (galvenaja zalé) tika uzstadita art apkures



un dzesésanas sistéma. Sis projekts ir pilniba mainijis galvenas ékas izmanto$anas iespéjas. Pateiciba Sv.
Andreja draudzes padomei par 3T projekta istenoSanu.

Operativas darbibas modernizacija
Parvalde ir koncentréjusies uz darbibas profesionaliz€Sanu un nakotnes nodrosinasanu, izmantojot
vairakas galvenas iniciativas:

| Sidrabenes kartésana: Més izstradajam pamatdokumentu Sid teritorijas kartéSanai. Tas palidzés
apmeklétajiem, definés zemes izmanto$anu un katalogizés infrastruktiru. Komanda drizuma
sazinasies ar jums, lai "iegutu" kopienas vésturiskas zinasanas.

| Teritorijas uzturésanas vadlinijas: Esam sakusi parskatit Sid uzturéSanas standartus (ka, kad un
kurs$). Provizorisks plans tiks izzinots véla pavasari.

| Riska analize: Esam izveidojusi formalu riska analizes sistemu, lai aizsargatu Sidrabenes 1pasumus
un sniegtu celvedi nakamajiem Parvaldes locekliem.

| Stratégiskais parskats: Sis visaptveroS$ais parskats skar visus misu darbibas aspektus. Aicinam
ikvienu iepazities ar planu un dot savu ieguldijumu; madsu panakumi ir atkarigi no plasas prasmju
un zinasanu bazes.

Skats nakotné: Fiziskie uzlabojumi nakamajai sezonai
Musu mérki §im gadam:
| Sidrabkalna ieejas atjauno3$ana kalna nogazé pie Sidrabkalna.
| ligstosi nefunkciongjosa "Sénites" pluncbaseina remonts.
I Turpmaki uzlabojumi Paviljona kopienas centra.
| "Vadibas takas" (Leadership Trail) izveide gar upes taku un brivdabas baznicu.
| Sidrabkalna galvena stava tualeSu modernizacijas uzsaksana.

Parvaldes locekli
Tuvojoties 2025. gada Parvaldes termina beigam, vélos pateikties locekliem, kuri padarija So gadu
iesp€jamu. Sidrabene ir dzili pateiciga par jasu aktivo Iidzdalibu:
| Viktors Korbs (Padomes iecelts)
| Arnis Kalnin$ (Padomes iecelts)
| Zanis Valdmanis (Padomes iecelts)
| Anita May (Termin$ beidzas Sopavasar)
| Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart (Termin$ beidzas Sopavasar)
| Michael Wood (Atlicis 1 gads)
| Gundars Briedis (Atlicis 1 gads)
Nosléguma domas
Sidrabene atrodas laba stavokli. Ir redzams intereses pieaugums, un Parvalde ir Seit, lai atbalstitu So
virzibu. Lai gan darama vél ir daudz, esmu parliecinats par to, ko més varam sasniegt kopa.
Sidrabene Sovasar riko vairakus pasakumus — aicinam jus nakt un piedalities! Uz tikSanos Sidrabené!
Gundars Briedis
Sidrabenes parvaldes priekSnieks

Sidrabenes 2026. g. ieejas kartes (cenas tapat ka pagajusaja gada):
| Personiga sezonas karte — $40
| Personiga dienas karte — $15
| Personiga nedélas nogales karte — $25
| Teltosana (katrai teltij) — $30 par diennakti + personiga ieejas karte
I Viesiem zem 18 gadu vecuma ieeja ir par brivu.

2026. gada sarikojumi:

2. maija — Pavasara talka

16. maija — Vartu deziras sakas

23. maija — Sidrabenes “grozinu” vakars

6./7. jinija — Piektais gadskart&jais pludmales voleja turnirs
13. junija — Nometnes talka

20. janija — Jani

27. junija — “Garais galds”

12. jdlija - 9. augustam — Sidrabenes bérnu nometne
25. jalija — “Sid svetki”

7. sept. — Vartu deziras beidzas



SIDRABENES BERNU NOMETNE 2025

Sidrabenes bérnu nometnes komiteja darbojas: Dana Grietina (priekSniece), leva Siksna (kasiere), Sandra
Kalnina, Inga Untika, Eriks Kalnin$, Tobiass Kulpléns-Ewart, Lara Zentina, Riley Steinharda un mac. Dags
Demandts.

2025. g. ZIEMAS NOMETNE -— no 31. janvara Iidz 2. februarim

NOMETNES VADIBA: Komandante: Dana Grietina;

Vaditaji: Lewis Grinbergs, Maija McKenzie, Lidija Rasa, Natalija Vagners;

Calu kalna vaditajas: Lara Zentina, Jessica Jacko;

Virtuves stradnieki: pavars Eriks Kalnin$; paligi Riley Steinhards, Max Soutar, Anete Rasa.

ST bija ceturta ziemas nometne! Piedalijas 36 nometnotaji no 24 gimeném — 23 lielaja nometné, 7 “calisi” un
6 CIT. 3 nometnotaji ir no jaunpienakusajam Sidrabenes gimeném un 5 nometnotaji pirmoreiz piedalijas
ziemas nometné. 9 no §im gimeném ir no Sv. Andreja draudzes. Liela pateiciba visiem brivpratigajiem
darbiniekiem, kuri ziedo savu laiku, lai izplanotu, sagatavotu un novaditu sekmigu nedélas nogales ziemas
nometni!

2025. g. VASARAS NOMETNE - no 13. jdlija ldz 10. augustam
Nometnes talka: 21. janija un Sid svétki 27. jdlija

NOMETNES VADIBA: Komandante: Dana Grietina;
Meitenu vaditajas: Aleksia Kalnina, Maija McKenzie, Jessica Jacko;
Calu kalna vaditajas: Lara Zentina, leva Miezere (no Latvijas);
CIT vaditaja: Dana Grietina un mac. Dags;
Udens sardze: Jessica Jacko;
Virtuves stradnieki: galv. pavare Riley Steinhards, palidzes Rebeka Pukite, Olita Valdmane, Vanessa Jacko;
Papildus: Karline Zubane.
Mac. Dags vadija ticibas macibas stundas un svecidu dievkalpojumus treSdienas vakaros.
Visa nometne piedalijas art svétdienas dievkalpojumos brivdabas baznica.

No 32 atseviskam gimeném bérni piedalijas ¢etras nometnes nedélas:
1. nedéla - 41 bérns (37 nometnotaji un 4 CIT)

2. nedéla - 35 bérni (31 nometnotajs un 4 CIT)

3. nedéla - 16 bérni (11 nometnotaju un 5 CIT)

4. nedéla - 16 bérnu (11 nometnotaju un 5 CIT)

Calu kalns darbojas pirmas divas nedélas.

13 no gimeném un arT 7 nometnes vadibas dalibnieki bija no Sv. Andreja draudzes. Mums bija |oti labi
izdevusies vasaras nometne ar vairaku jaunu gimenu piedali$anos, pat no ASV un Latvijas! Sis bija burvigs
gads visiem nometnotajiem. Esam |[oti pateicigi par ziedojumiem un daudziem brivpratigajiem paligiem un
sabiedribai par lielo atbalstu, ko sanémam Sovasar. Ceram nakotné turpinat augt un macit nometnotajiem
iemrlét latvieSu kultGru un Sidrabeni!

2026. g. VASARA

NOMETNES DATUMI:

1. nedéla: no 12. Iidz 19. jalijam

2. nedéla: no 19. Iidz 25. jalijam

3. nedéla: no 26. julija I1dz 2. augustam

4. nedéla: no 2 [idz 9. augustam

Nometnes talka: 13. janija no pl. 9:00 Iidz 17:00
“Sid svetki”: 25. jalija

Calu kalns darbosies tikai pirmaja un otraja nedéla.
Nometnes komandante: Dana Grietina;

RegistréSanas atvérta Iidz 2026. gada 1. maijam:
https://sidrabene.ca/childrens-camp/registration/

Sid nometnes preces var iegataties tieSsaisté: https://sidswag.square.site/s/shop
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https://sidrabene.ca/childrens-camp/registration/
https://sidswag.square.site/s/shop

Aicinam visus 25. jdlija izbaudtt Sidrabeni un piedalities jaunos, parveidotos “Sid Svétkos”! Svétki saksies
ar dievkalpojumu pécpusdiena pl. 15, kam sekos nhometnes dalibnieku priekSnesumi un vakarinas
Sidrabenes nometnes stila. Vakaru noslégs draudzibas ugunskurs ar uzvedumiem un stastiem, atceroties
iepriek$€jas Sidrabenes dalibnieku paaudzes. Naciet priecaties un svinét o dienu kopa ar mums!

Sidrabené prieki nekad nebeidzas! Sis ir misu méajas prom no majam! Gaidu visus atkal driz satikt!
SI1 SID SID R ABENE!
Dana Grietina
Nometnes komandante

COUNCIL CHAIR'S 2025 REPORT

“Peace I leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

Once again | begin this year’s Newsletter with a prayer for peace of mind, political peace and world peace.
“Based on recent reports, 2025-2026 United Nations proceedings and international analysis, several
countries are accused of disregarding the UN Charter’s core principle of the sovereign equality of all
members (Article 2). These countries are: Russia, United States, Israel, China, North Korea, Iran, Syria,
Myanmar, Sudan and Afghanistan.” As children of displaced peoples of the Latvian diaspora, we understand
too well the importance of peace and respect between nations.

In September at the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in America conference Archbishop Karlis Zols
voiced concern regarding Russia’s blatant disregard of Estonia’s, Finland’s and Poland’s sovereign airspace
as well as troops amassing at the Polish border. As a congregation we need to strengthen connections
among each other and share the responsibility of peace and stand up for what is right. | am proud to report
that under the leadership of our pastor Dag, our congregation partnered with “Ganta Fonds” raising over
$7,000 to contribute to the purchase of defibrillators, heart monitors, and support the evacuation of 312
wounded soldiers and civilians from the front lines in Donbas Ukraine by Latvian volunteer medics.

In the fall | was in Latvia when over 10,000 young and old showed up to demonstrate against the Latvian
parliament withdrawing from the Istanbul convention (gender violence). The withdrawal was driven by the
conservative, populist and right-wing opposition parties who argued that the treaty promotes unwanted
“gender ideology” and “radical feminism”. They claimed that it was a move to protect traditional values,
claiming that the convention was “too intrusive” and that the existing laws are sufficient amid fears it harms
children and redefines gender. However, these claims contravene the European Union statistics reporting
that Latvia has the highest recorded rates of femicide. President Rinkévi€s suspended the withdrawal by a
presidential veto and the bill is now set for reconsideration after the 2026 elections. We need to understand
and be aware what is going on in the world and around us. At times it seems that we are too small to make
a difference regarding the issues of the world, however | argue that every person can make difference as
can be seen in our own small community.

This year we mark 77 years since our inception as St. Andrew’s Latvian Evangelical Lutheran congregation.
After all these years, Sidrabene Latvian Recreation and Retreat Centre continues to be a place of renewal
in nature and a gathering for Latvian cultural events and celebrations. The children’s camp has experienced
a renewal and Sidrabene is also a place valued and desired by others outside of Latvian society. Presently,
Evergreen Steam Academy (a private school) is a major renter for a fifth year and is interested to continue
into the 2026/2027 school year. Kids 4 Kids camp and Camp Kahuna has rented Sidrabene for the past 25
summers and is offering to be part of camp improvements. For the 5th year, Camp Sidrabene has
successfully run a winter camp. For the past three years, Camp Sidrabene’s leadership envisioned and has
led a successful Beach Volleyball tournament. Bravo and thank you!

If you have not visited Sidrabene, make it a goal this year to drop by to attend a Sunday service in the
outdoor church, enjoy Midsummer Night Eve “Jani” celebrations or other cultural events, or come for a
picnic.

Sidrabene is the only asset that the church holds. It is a huge responsibility and a huge expense. Without
Sidrabene’s Management Committee/Parvalde, and the cottage leaseholders' collaboration, the church
could not support the cost of running Sidrabene. Sidrabene’s income comes from lessee fees, the rentals,
volunteer work of the leaseholders and donations. Sidrabene’s Management Committee/Parvalde lead by



Gundars Briedis as well as the lease holders have accomplished major and necessary repairs in Sidrabene,
such as rebuilding and widening the road into Sidrabene when it began to collapse into the creak. They
ensured that the property was ready for "Jani”. With the church’s investment of $300,000 they oversaw the
installation of the new heating and cooling system in the main hall, new flooring, updates to the electrical
and lighting system, as well as the painting of the hall. It is hoped that these repairs will increase the rental
viability of the main hall.

There are many necessary repairs needed at Sidrabene and for this purpose a Strategic Plan has been
developed and passed by the church council as a means of keeping track of the necessary repairs needed
at Sidrabene. We live in a litigious society and as a result a Risk Management Plan is also being developed
for Sidrabene and the Church. Gundars Briedis also stays on top of any issues at Sidrabene as well as the
leases — ESA and Camp Kahuna. We owe a huge thanks to David Sweet (property and facilities caretaker)
who keeps Gundars updated and works to make sure that Sidrabene is running smoothly. We appreciate
the good working relationship with David. Last September we congratulated David and Marian on the birth
of their son, Shepherd.

All extra hands are welcome to join Sidrabene’s work bees/talkas, which are necessary for the upkeep of
Sidrabene. You do not have to be a cottager holder at Sidrabene to volunteer at the work bees. Consider
purchasing a Sidrabene $40 summer pass. This will allow entry into Sidrabene, but most of all, it will help to
support the upkeep of Sidrabene, its roads and buildings.

More and more | notice how many in our society are disconnected from a meaningful relationship with
others and live in deep loneliness. As a congregation we have the capacity to reach out and make more of a
difference. We need your input and suggestions. Let us know what you feel would speak to you! We have a
group of congregants who regularly come to Sunday service to support the church and one another. Our
ladies' auxiliary/damu komiteja works creatively and tirelessly to provide interesting and engaging events for
fellowship after service. We are so fortunate to have Pastor Dag who is so warm and welcoming towards

all, very supportive and open minded. There are many hands and hearts which uphold our congregation
and support our pastor. Much gratitude is due to Sarma Gaide — our church administrator — and to all the
volunteers. Your work at the church is invaluable. Thank you!

Our deepest appreciation to the “Aid to Latvia Committee” which works to support our sister congregations
in Latvia and a soup kitchen in Riga. It is a huge undertaking to prepare the Christmas hampers and Easter
hampers to distribute to seniors and needy families. This summer they will continue to provide summer
camp opportunities to needy children in Latvia as well as to the Ukrainian community. It is your Christmas
donations which have facilitated this work!

What would worship services be like without the magnificent and often uplifting music? We thank Davids
Smits, our organist who enriches every service with the beautiful music he chooses to play as well as
inviting special guest musicians. Our appreciation also goes to Vaira Gertners for helping in organizing
musical events and singing at services as well as to Alberts Vitols and Maria Thornburn for enriching
Sidrabene’s services with their singing and playing.

Gratitude is due to our Church Council, Sidrabene Management Committee, David Sweet, Dana Grietins —
Sidrabene's Children's Camp coordinator, Sidrabene's Camp Committee, Ladies Auxiliary/Damu komiteja,
“Aid to Latvia” committee, and all of the volunteers serving on these committees for their ongoing work,
energy and support. Thank-you also to the church wardens/perminderi, scripture readers, Beate Augustane
for technical assistance with Zoom and Rita Ziedin$ our church caretaker.

| am especially grateful for our positive relations with St. John's pastor Girts Grietin$, church leadership and
congregation. We have successfully worked together under one roof for 10 years!

| express my deepest thanks to Pastor Dag for his energetic leadership and spiritual guidance, his
dedication to visiting our elderly, and his involvement with children and youth.

May God bless and guide us into a fulfilling future!
Ar Dieva paligu,
Liga Miklasevics
Council Chair
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When | began my leadership as chair of the church council 5 years ago, | was taxed with balancing the
church’s budget. However, this is only possible if incoming donations are doubled. The issue we have is
that a large percentage of our congregation members do not make any donations whatsoever. If you have
not donated, please help and set up at a minimum monthly donation of fifty dollars. Monthly donations help
provide a foundation on which to continue to nurture and grow the gifts our forefathers have left us to carry
forward and will help to balance the budget.

| acknowledge and thank the consistent and generous donations of congregation members who
continuously have donated to support the church!

HOW TO DONATE TO ST. ANDREW’S

1. Through online banking send an e-transfer to: admin@standrewslatvian.org If the donation is for a
specific cause (i.e. memorial, etc.) please note that in the message line.

2. Go to our website (www.standrewslatvian.org), click on the DONATE button top right and use a credit
card to donate. This is a link to “canadahelps.org”.

You can set up a monthly donation or do a one-time donation. Note in the message line if the donation is for
a specific cause.

3. Write a cheque to "St. Andrew’s Ev. Luth. Latvian Congr.” with a note in the memo line and mail it to 200
Balmoral Ave., Toronto, ON, M4V 1J6

We encourage you to consider giving in a proportion reflective of God’s generosity, i.e. tithing, or the 10%
principle. The minimum suggested annual amount is $500/adult to cover our church’s operating costs.

2025 AID TO LATVIA (“Palidziba Latvijai”) COMMITTEE REPORT

As you well know, the “Aid to Latvia” Committee was established in 1988, with the mandate to send aid,
food/provisions directly to the needy people of congregations or to grass roots organizations rather than to
make blanket monetary donations to large organizations. We utilize all of the funds donated to our
Committee by members of the St Andrew’s Ev. Luth. Latvian Congregation as well as other interested
donors.

Thanks to an excellent Christmas Eve collection and wonderful widespread support — greatly augmented
by an extremely generous and very much appreciated ongoing donation, we have been able to expand the
aid that we have provided to congregations and groups in Latvia. We are continuing to look for
congregations and groups which are desperate for support.

Currently, we have three “sister congregations” — Daudzevas, Durbes, and Zemites. We are continuing to
send substantial gift baskets at least twice yearly for their needy pensioners and parishioners as well as for
their multi-child families. We also continue to sponsor several of their young members to attend summer
camps, which they would otherwise never be able to afford. The Griezes summer camp has been a
grateful recipient of our support.

We also support the association “TUVU” (featuring a youths’ summer camp in Jelgava) and a Christian
campsite “Ergla sparni”/ Eagle's Wings (who organized a camp for Ukrainian children in Latvia). Similarly,
we continue to support a Soup kitchen at St. Saviour’s Anglican Church in Riga and a Seniors’ club in
Riga.

This coming year we are planning to continue supporting our sister congregations with food baskets, the St.
Saviour's Anglican Church Soup Kitchen, various Children's/Youth camps for Latvian and Ukrainian children
as well as to explore new opportunities of support.

In summary, over the past year we were able to send our support to the total of over $32,000 of aid to
Latvial On behalf of all of our grateful aid recipients, we want to thank you from the bottom of
our hearts.

Andris Rubenis
“Aid to Latvia” Committee Chair



SIDRABENE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 2025

I would like to extend my deepest thanks to the volunteers who have stepped up yet again — some in small,
quiet ways and others through truly Herculean efforts. Every contribution significantly strengthens
Sidrabene and is deeply appreciated. Thank you!

Overcoming Challenges

Leading into our 2025 operating year, we were met with a crisis that threatened to derail the entire season:
the river had eroded a critical section of the entrance road to Sidrabene. What could have been a crippling
blow to our community was resolved through swift collective action.

By coming together, we established an emergency road, navigated the necessary permit hurdles, and
installed a permanent bypass road just in time for Jani! The combination of volunteer labour and two major
financial donations was incredible; it didn't just fix a road — it set a resilient tone for the entire year.

Season Highlights
Our community spirit was on full display throughout the year:
| Spring Work Bee (Talka): Nearly 50 participants, including cottagers and community members,
joined us to prep the grounds.
| Sid Beach Volleyball Tournament (Pludmales Volejbola Turnirs): A resounding success,
featuring excellent organization and a growing number of participants and spectators.
| Janpi: A fantastic program that brought out a wonderful crowd.
I The Pavilion: Another tremendous event by Cau provided lasting improvements to this area.
| Community Fun: Trivia Night — now a community favourite — returned alongside the Sid rib
competition, and our season-ending Halloween event saw plenty of "little Sid people"
participating.
| Town Hall: We saw a great turnout, though | hope to see even more of you at the next one!
| Halloween: This annual event once again saw a healthy amount of cottages participating with many
smaller visitors making their rounds.
I Sid Grounds: Many of the interior roads were significantly improved and appropriately graded.
In a typical year, the front entrance emergency roadwork would have been our crowning achievement.
However, this year also saw the installation of heating and cooling in Sidrabkalns (the main hall). This
project has completely transformed the utility of Sidrabene's main building. Our sincere gratitude to the
St. Andrew's Council for making this possible.

Modernizing Our Operations
The Sid Management Committee (Parvalde) has been focused on professionalizing and future-proofing
operations through several key initiatives:
| Mapping Sidrabene: We are developing a foundational document to map the grounds. This will
assist visitors, define land use, and catalogue Sid infrastructure. The team will be reaching out
soon to "mine" the community’s historical knowledge.
| Grounds Operations Guidelines: We have begun reviewing maintenance standards (the how,
when, and who). A preliminary plan will be shared in late Spring.
| Risk Analysis: We have initiated a formal Risk Analysis framework to protect Sidrabene’s assets
and provide a road map for future Parvalde members.
| Strategic Review: This comprehensive review touches on every aspect of our operations. We invite
everyone to review the plan and contribute where they can; our success depends on a broad
base of skills and expertise.

Looking Ahead: Physical Improvements for the Coming Season
Our goals for this year include:
| Revitalizing the hillside entrance to Sidrabkalns.
| Repairing the long-ailing "mushroom” (Sénite) splash pad.
I Continuing improvements to the Pavilion community hub.
I Creating a "Leadership Trail" along the river path and outdoor Chapel.
| Beginning the modernization of the main floor washrooms in Sidrabkalns.

Sid Management Committee (Parvalde) Leadership
As the 2025 Parvalde term draws to a close, | want to thank the members who made this year possible.
Sidrabene is deeply grateful for your active participation:

I Viktors Korbs (Appointed by Church Council/Padome)
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| Arnis Kalnin$ (Appointed by Church Council/Padome)

| Zanis Valdmanis (Appointed by Church Council/Padome)
| Anita May (Term ending this Spring)

| Tobiass Kupléns-Ewart (Term ending this Spring)

| Michael Wood (1 year remaining)

| Gundars Briedis (1 year remaining)

Closing Thoughts
Sidrabene is in a healthy place. There is a visible resurgence of interest, and Parvalde is here to support
that momentum. While much work remains, | am confident in what we can achieve together. Sidrabene is
hosting a number of events this summer, we invite you to come and participate!
I look forward to seeing you in Sidrabene!
Gundars Briedis
Parvalde Chair

Sidrabene Entry Gate Passes 2026 (cost is the May 16 — Gate duty begins

same as last year): May 23 — Sidrabene Potluck

Personal Season pass — $40 June 6/7 — 5th annual Beach Volleyball
Personal Daily pass — $15 Tournament

Personal Weekend pass — $25 June 13 - Children’s Camp work-bee

Camping pass per tent — $30 per night + personal June 20 - “Jani”

passes June 27 — “Garais galds”

For visitors under age 18 admission is free July 12 — August 9 — Children’s Camp
Events for 2026: July 25 —"Sid svetki

May 2 — Spring work-bee Sept 7 — Gate duty ends

SID PROPERTY AND FACILITIES CARETAKER’S SUMMARY

2025 is now behind us and 2026 is looking to be another busy year here at Sidrabene. The
coming year will be full of its own challenges but | did want to highlight some of the major challenges that
Sidrabene has faced in the last year as well as some of the positive outcomes and lessons learned from
those issues.

HEATING SYSTEM

The Main building heating project has added a great deal of value and comfort to the Main event hall and
continues to draw interest from prospective renters with the new look and climate control, but it hasn’t been
without its own issues.

During the coldest winter months, our propane consumption increased as was expected. Though
unexpectedly getting propane orders in a timely fashion has proven difficult when dealing with Superior
Propane. We are actively looking into solutions, which may include a larger propane tank.

POOL AND SPLASH PAD

The Splash Pad was unusable during the previous season due to severe leaks in the piping system.
Attempts by volunteers, myself and plumbers were made to rectify the issues, but as leaks were fixed,
additional leaks were revealed. Fortunately we have set up an early time, to have the Splash Pad repaired
before the pool season starts.The repair will be handled by a specialized pool repair company that works
closely with the original designers and installers of pad.

The main pool has also had its share of issues with the salt cell system often not functioning properly even
after troubleshooting and cleaning the system. Additionally the tiling near the brim of the pool has required
seasonal maintenance (repair/replace tiles) due to the age, wear and tear on the tiles.

MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT STORAGE

The ongoing struggle to find appropriate storage for Sidrabene's and Nometne's materials and equipment

continues. Many Nometne's items are stored in the basement of the Caretaker's house, which is not ideal.
Our goal is to find appropriate storage space for the many items that are temperature / moisture sensitive

in locations that are not awkward.

POSITIVE IMPACTS



Despite the above notes about some of the struggles Sidrabene has, it is also important to note that a lot
has been accomplished!
| After the major road works last year, washouts have been greatly reduced and the roads have held
up better through these freeze and thaws in the last few months.
| Our new ‘on demand’ cleaners have been working out well. These cleaners come in after events
and are billed back to the renter.
| We are looking forward to the arrival of a refurbished zero turn riding mover this spring, this will help
us be more efficient in grass cutting and eliminate the need to rent a machine when ours goes
down for service.
| We are working on creating and implementing a formalized maintenance planfor the property which
will help in communicating with volunteers and part time/seasonal workers.
| Interest in Sidrabene as an event rental space is growing, I've had no shortage of inquiries from
groups and churches looking to spend time here. So much so, that our availability to
accommodate those groups dries up very quickly during the most desired rental seasons. More
groups are interested in coming during the winter months with the Main Hall now climate
controlled and in the future | expect that interest to increase.

I am looking forward to this season, its challenges and what will hopefully be many accomplishments!

David Sweet
Sidrabene Facilities and Property Caretaker

SIDRABENE CHILDREN’S CAMP 2025

Children’s Camp Committee members: Dana Grietins (committee chair), leva Siksna (Treasurer), Sandra
Kalnins, Inga Untiks, Eriks Kalnin$, Tobiass Kulpléns-Ewart, Lara Zentin$, Riley Steinhards, and pastor Dag
Demandt

WINTER 2025 - January 31 to February 2
Camp leader: Dana Grietin§;
Counsellors : Lewis Grinbergs, Maija McKenzie, Lidija Rasa, Natalija Vagners; “Calu kalns” counsellors:
Lara Zentin§, Jessica Jacko; Kitchen staff: Eriks Kalnin$ (chef), Riley Steinhards, Max Soutar, Anete Rasa.

This was our fourth winter camp! We had 36 participants from 24 families - 23 campers, 7 “Calu kalns”
campers and 6 ClITs. 3 campers were from first time Sidrabene families with a total of 5 campers at their
first winter camp, after loving summer camp. 9 of these families are affiliated with St. Andrew's. A big shout
out to all staff for winter camp, as they all volunteer their time to plan, prepare and run this weekend camp!

SUMMER 2025 — July 13th to August 10th
Camp Work Bee — June 21 and “Sid Svétki” — July 27

Camp leader: Dana Grietin$

Girls' counsellors: Aleksia Kalnins, Maija McKenzie, Jessica Jacko

“Calu kalns” counsellors: Lara Zentins, leva Miezere (from Latvija)

CIT leader: Dana Grietin$ and pastor Dag

Lifeguard: Jessica Jacko; Kitchen staff: chef Riley Steinhards, assistants Rebeka Pukite, Olita Valdmanis,
Vanessa Jacko; Additional staff: Karline Zubans.

Campers participated in weekly bible lessons, Sunday worship, as well as Wednesday evening candle light
services led by pastor Dag.

Campers from 32 families participated in the 4 weeks of camp:
Week 1- 41 campers (37 campers+4 CITs)

Week 2- 35 campers (31 campers+4 CITs)

Week 3- 16 campers (11 campers+ 5 CITs)

Week 4-16 campers (11 campers + 5 CITs)

“Calu kalns” was operating only during week 1 and week 2.

13 of these families are affiliated with St. Andrew's plus 7 staff being part of St. Andrew's. We had a very
successful summer camp, with many new families, even some from the United States and Latvija! This year
was a spectacular year for all the campers, and we are very thankful for the many volunteers, donations,
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and community for the immense support we received this past summer! We look forward to continuing to
grow and teach campers to love the Latvian culture and Sidrabene!

SUMMER 2026

Camp Dates 2026

Week 1: July 12-19

Week 2: July 19-25

Week 3: July 26-August 2

Week 4: August 2-9

Camp Work Bee: June 13 (9am-5pm)
Community day / ”Sid Svétki”: July 25

“Calu Kalns” operating only Week 1 and Week 2
Camp leader: Dana Grietin$

Camper registration deadline is May 1, 2026: https://sidrabene.ca/childrens-camp/registration/
Sid Swag is always available online: https://sidswag.square.site/s/shop

We invite everyone to participate in the new and improved “Sid Svétki” celebration this summer. On July 25,
we encourage everyone to gather and enjoy Sidrabene. The day will begin with a church service at 3pm,
lead into the camp showcase, a Sid style dinner and a community campfire. The campfire will include skits
from the community, stories, and a way to remember all the past generations of Sidrabene. Come enjoy the
day and celebrate Sidrabene with us!

The fun never ends at Sidrabene! This is our home away from home! Come to Sidrabene in 2026 to
continue making memories! Looking forward to seeing everyone again soon!
S| SID SID R ABENE!
Dana Grietins
Camp leader

Sidrabenes bérnu nometne 2025 / Sidrabene Children’s Camp 2025



https://sidrabene.ca/childrens-camp/registration/
https://sidswag.square.site/s/shop

2025. g. Sidrabenes bérnu nometne / Sidrabene
Children’s Camp 2025

Dievklapojums brivdabas baznica
SveciSu vakars.
Izbraukumi daba.

ClITs kanu laivu ekskursija Killarney.

Worship in the outdoor chapel.
Candlelight service.
Day trips out in nature.
CITs canoe trip to Killarney.




Damu komitejas darbiba 2025 gada:
Siltas pusdienas ar grieku tému.
Mac. Daga dzim3anas diena
Piragu talka
Svétku galds 4. maija Sidrabené
“Sveika, Latvija!” jaunieSi uzstajas
“Ziirgs un Muca” kafé komandas volejnogalé un Janos

Ladies’ Aux. in 2025:
Greek-style lunch
Pastor Dag’s birthday celebration
“Piragi” work-bee
Celebratory table in Sidrabene on May 4th
“Sveika, Latvija!” youth presentations
“Ziirgs un Muca” cafe team volleyball weekend and Jani






Sidrabené Janos 28. junija: \
Galvena rikotaja Dana Grietina oy
UzstaSanas - Daugavinas dejotaji un A. Vitols, A.
Thorburn-Vltols un Maria Thorburn
Rob Van Den Enden piedava izbraukumus ar
traktoru

“Jani” in Sidrabene June 28th:
Head organizer Dana Grietins
Performances - folk dance group “Daugavina”
and on stage A. Vitols, A. Thorburn-Vitols and
Maria Thorbun
Rob Van Den Enden offers tractor rides




imesica’

Sidrabeneé 21. janija:
Prata asinasana un ribinas

Rib Competition & Trivia
Night community event

“Rib Competition” vaditajs
Gundars Briedis
“Trivia” vaditajs mac. Dags

Points counters / Paligi
Rasma Valdmane un Harijs
Demandts



Sidrabené 6. aprili dievkalpojuma: vijolniece Téreze Sara Cirvele (no Latvijas) uzstajas kopa ar Juri Keninu (Cells) un Albertu
Vitolu (gitara), viesojas arT LV Diasporas grupas véstniece Zanda Grauze.

Sidrabene, April 6th worship featured a performance by violinist Tereze Sara Cirvele with Juris Kenins on cello and Alberts
Vitols on guitar. Special guest: Zanda Grauze, Rep. of Latvia Ambassador at Large, Diaspora Group

SRR

Mac. Dags un Davids Smits vada dievkalpojums Kristus Darza iemitniekiem vismaz piecas reizes gada
Pastor Dag and David Smits lead worship at Kristus Darzs at least five times per year on rotation with other pastors




2026 gada iesvétamie jauniesi tiekas uz Ziemassvétku vakarinam
Our 2026 confimands meeting for Christmas dinner

Sv. Andreja draudzes Ziemassvétku vakara dievkalpojums / St. Andrew’s 2025 Christmas Eve worship
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